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LIFE AND ADVENTURES 



ANTAR. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



But King Cais and the tribes of Abs and Fazorah 
«id thm party, amounting to twenty-five thousand 
men, armed, and well accoutred, continued thor 
march, eager for battle, agunst the tribe of Aamir. 
At their head was Hadifah with a thousand horse- 
men, a»the advance of the tribe of Fazarah. 

They had marched about half-way, when a dust 
arose, beneath which were discovered a hundred 
horsemen, at whose head was the Brandiaher of 
Spears, and at his sde Harith son of Zalim. The 
cause of this was as follows: when Harith sent 
back Hadifah's messenger, engaging to assist him 
against the tribe of Aamir, he immediately marched 
to join Ehalid, who joyfully received him, and 
conferred rich honorary robes on him and hiv 
party ; he also presented him his steed Caasa, which 
had belonged to King Zoheir, and bestowed aa 
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him his scimitar Zeenoor; it being his intent to 
pay every possible attention to Harith. And as he 
inspected the Arabs that were assembled at the 

' general call to arms, he observed the Brandisher 
of Spears had mounted at their head with one 
hundred horsemen; he himself also followed with 
Harith. This party formed the advance of the 
army, and continued their march till they met 
Hadifah. 

As soon as they met, their shouts arose : Come 
on, my coudns, exclaimed Hadifah, this is but 

. an insignificant band, they do not exceed a hundred 
men ; so plunder them with the sharp-edged sdmi- 
tar. At Hadifah's call Harith came forth into the 
pl^n. £h, Bon of an accursed mother, cried Ha- 
difah, is this thy conduct towards us? Dost deny 
thy connection with us, and has thy soul thus acqui- 
esced in perfidy in the plain and the desert ? Ay, 
replied Haritli laughing, for I am celebrated for 
my treachery, it is one of my natural haluts-; wise 
indeed were you to suppose I fJiould asust you and 
a tribe that hfid admitted their slave among their 
chiefs, and made their herdsmen their champions : 
nev^ wiU I condescend t^ «t with the tribe of 
Aba till I have sl^n their' slave Antar, and have 
put numbers of them to death. But if you wish 
t» B .cure youi^el^ away hdme ; no taate c£ j^ur 
impertinence; engage not this army^ or ymi and 
the tribe of Fazarah will be cut off, root and 
Iwanch. Hadifah was confoimded; perceiving thst 
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he had fallen into a predicament out of which he 
could not eecsfe but by fighting, be called out 
to his thousand ; and men engaged men and heroes 
heroes. Blood flowed and streamed, whilst Ha- 
rith and the Branduiher of Spears pierced through 
the horsemen, c^ F&2arah, and tnade their advan- 
t9ges turn to tfaeir loss ; for the hundred Aamiiitefl 
withstood the thousand <^ Fazarah, and the ^lear 
thrust ooatJDued to clash on ^ther ade, and the 
dust to conglomerate, and the blood to gush from 
the wounds, till the armies cdme up and joiped 
them. At that moment shouts w^e rtused On all 
quarters ; all were bUnded to their dangers ; evc^. 
oi)e that arrived, and saw the engagement, labouAtl 
and eterted his powers, and ftqight till the eceiW 
exceeded all calculation, and the carnage and termr 
woe dreadful. Elng Ctus and the AbeiaD heNMs 
arrived, and the battle raged among them with foot 
and I^. The sea of death waved and rolled 
its stormy surge. The complexions and coturtitu- 
lions of ^ were convulsed, Shione fell upon the 
cowaidy and the Imive were painted with tximson ' 
gne. I'Ords became slaves, and the desert and 
roclu were j^tated. Harith performed on Uiat 
day exploits that confounded the tdght; his <^^ - 
object beii^ to assault tbe tribe of Aba. ^'jpe> 
.(ok evening^ ^e Absians and the tribe of Fazarai 
beong evider<ly worsted, the two annus separated 
on the advance of datknesB. King Cais halted ; and 
he BOW repented of having listened to the advice of 
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the wretch Belna, and that he had followed bis 
Ofunions, all of which were perfidiouB, and had re- 
jected Antar, son of Shedad., Cousins, eaid Cius, 
in a general consultation, we have indeed takeiv 
rash counsel, and we have mangled our reputation 
atoongst the high and low; never could I have 
ima^ned that this dog would have ventured agtunst 
ua in arms : I was mistaken in this Qrrant. O King, 
s^d Relna, I was indeed aware of his iniquity, and 
his malice, and his perfidy, and his treachery, but 
now it is all over ; we are come hither to seek re- 
taliation, and we have no. other resource but to 
draw out the troops into the field of battle, and 
expose ourselves to the barbs of the spears, other- 
wise the Arabs of Hijaz will despise us. Moreover 
send to your relation. King Numan, that he may 
' aid us with an army, or if you please, send for our 
coufdn, the reliever of our sorrows and our griefs, 
Antar, son of Shedad; he will come and remove 
this cUfficulty &om us, and will slay Harith in the 
battle and the contest Who, my brother, said 
Amarah, is that black wittol, Antar ? what achieve- 
ment is there this army cannot effect, amongst 
which the first acknowledge, and the last assert, 
there is none like the terrible Amarah in the time 
of difficulty. Silence, Amardi ! said A^ed, no 
more of your nonsense, this is all your plan and 
your brother's plan; but by the faith <rfan Arab, 
had we known that our champion Antar was not <^ 
our party, not one of us would have followed you. 
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■ ANTAR'l ASSUTtHU. 



My advice i% tbat you send after him, and apolo- 
gize to him, and make your whole dependence on 
lum, or the Aamirites will invade your lands: 
should Antar acquiesce, it will be out of pure 
generosity and beneroltpce, and if he refuses to 
attend, he will be excusable. But as to your pro- 
posal of requesting asustance of Numan, before a 
messenger could reach lum, or his armies come to 
your aid, your flesh will be-in the maws of the 
eagles : for the j»t)verb says, whilst the medicine is 
ccHning from Ink, the viper-Utten dies. By the 
ffutb of on Arab, there is no one but Antar. Na- 
zih seconded Asyed in tins proposition, as did all 
Antar''s fnends. 

Aa soon as the Kiiig heard lus uncle's opimoa 
thus declared, he was coavinced of its proprie^, and 
at the instant he wrote a letter to Antar, in which 
he said: To him, whom we acknowledge aa our 
cousin and the remover of our sorrows — theinex-. 
tJnguishable hoUcoal of the tribe of Abs, and its 
ever-burning flame: know, O my cousin, that ene- 
mies have calumniated you to me (they are those 
to whom iniqui^ is .natural), and you also know, 
my. cousin, all the kind love I-bear towards you; 
entertun not, therefore, any malice against us. O 
generous knight! what I request of you is, that 
you hasten 'your journey hither, in order to. take 
retaliation for King Zoheir: let there be.no other 
answer, Aboolfawaris, but the applying of your 
foot to the stirrup; deJay not, for death and de- 
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6 HARtm't BOLD UaFINCKt 

stniction are descending upon us. H« fidded the 
]etter, and gave it to a messeng^, wdering turn to 
be very expeditious. 

King Cais laid himself down, and meditated aa 
these deeds of fate. The two annies aLbo reposed, 
keeping the watch till momitfg dawned. Haritb, 
son. of Zalim, started forth into the scene of battlei 
and gallqping and chai^ng to and fi-o, he cried out, 
come forth, ye Absians, knight to knight, or a hun- 
dred to one— or a thousand ag^nst one ; and if you 
titink it scanty justice, assail me all of ye at once, 
tiiat I may tear out your lives by the sword-blow 
and the Bpear-thrusL Art thou not ashamed, cried 
Hadifah, at what thou hast swd, and at drawing 
-Ibfynrerd in the face of thy. tribe P Eh, Hadifah, 
^ ffud Harith, I acknowl^ge nosuch calculation — ' 
^ lio parentage; but if thou wouldst escape death, 
hie diee away, take the tribe witli thee, and go 
■ home to thy family ; thwart me not, or thou diest, 
otherwise come on to the contest of swords. Do not 
imagine that I will respect thee <in account of the 
connexicm that exists between ua. How is it that 
thou art fighting with those who have clothed tiiee 
in diame, and hast'rgected the aid of those who 
came to seek retaliation for thee ? Eh, O Haritii, 
Tef^ed Hadifah, andwhere b that black slave ? It 
was on your Recount we repulsed him ; but he will 
soon join us liere ; :fbr when we siiw you allied to 
bur fees, King Cats' sent a messenger for Antar : 
he mil assuredly come and disperse these annies. 
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HariUi, on faetmog diis, nished at him, and they 
began ibe contest Fatigue soon fell on the arms 
4^ Hadiiidi ; he tras exhausted, and disgrace quickly 
succeeded lus glory. Hanth, heing aware of his 
situatioD, assailed hijn, and pierced him with his 
fipear throu^ the thigh into the horse's ade. Ha- 
difah fell to the ground, and Harith standing over 
him<Hi horseback, exdaimed, Rise, thou son of a 
coward t ware iJiere not a kindred between us, I 
would strike olF thy neck with this sword. Haml, 
c^Mcrving his brother's condition, uiged on his 
horse till he came up to Harith. son of Zalim, 
«aid he, have we deserved this of thee? Not so 
prbUx, replied Harith. I forbad him the combat, 
but he would not de^t : dismount, and take lum 
with thee — depart to thy tribe } but if thou hast 
any wish for another contest, come on to the fight. 
Haml dismounted, and carried away his brother on 
his horse^s badt, seeking the tribe of the generous 
Absiana; whilst Harith wmlinued to gallop and 
^arge, exchuming, O tribe <^ Abs, I mH not per- 
mit any but mysdf to punish ^ou, that I may 
appease my whole heart among you ; for you are 
my rel^ions, and I have aright to sraze your horses 
and your wmour. Upon this, the Absians went 
out against him, hm'seman a^ex bivseman ; but he 
robbed them of their lives, and cun-ied off thar 
horses and their arms ; till night coming on uid day 
disappearing, die armies retired to th^ tents, awl 
tbe h«oes hud diemsdves down to sl^ep, after they 
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8 BABlTB'g ATTACK i 

bad stationed the patrolea. But as soon as it was 
%ht, the anuies being mounted and the tm^ 
drawn up, Haiiith appeared ^ween the two ranks, 
.galloping, and charg^n^ and prancing over the four 
comers of the ^tia, and admiring himself in the 
field of battle, he thus buret forth : " Let me hear 
" the &11 of the sharp-edged scimitars, and the 
" wluzziug of the spears tbrou^ the body. Let 
*' me drink of the blood of horsemen in the course, 
** between the Qash of the sword and the dark shadow 
" of the Bpear. Talk no more of the dwellings t^ 
" Mey, or the land of Hind, or the toils of Seaad ; 
" for there is no glory for joufli in cups of wine, 
" drcling uoder the shade of the vine, and in the 
"valley. Glory is only in the battle— dust in the 
" day of contest, or the blow through the heart. 
" Conrader no one as a &iend among men — ^look oa 
" man as thine enemy. Smite every one with the 
"sword, and requite faith with outrage and injurf. 
"As to the action thou deemest Virtuous, rush 
'* eagerly to its reverse by iniquity. O tnbe of Abs, 
" bow can ye escape by flight this day on your 
" generous steeds ? My sdmitar is firmly grasped 
" in my hand, and death dwells upon the douUe 
" edge of my spear. Come forlli or retreat, you 
" will find me a knight that will never fiincb in the 
" day of aGtion." 

On hearing this, pride and indignation raged in 
the heads <^ the Abmans, lor tbey were men bound 
on retabation. Instantly stood forth Nazib on his 
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high-bred steed, famed in the day of battle : he 
attached Haiith, and rushing upon him without 
aaying a word, he iriiartled him hy his impetuosity. 
They commenced the assault, and the combat, and 
the contest ; ihar rage and passion increased— ^they 
laboured in the blow and the thrust, in advandng 
and ' retreating,' till, being exhausted by repeated 
charges, they both stood atill, gazing each at his 
antt^omsL But as soon as they were rested, they 
vaulted again on their horses with renovated sfnrit^ 
and recommenced the wrestle and the struggle. At 
last Harith charged down upon Nazih, and wearied 
and -exhausted him. Asyed was alarmed Utr his 
son; when, lo! a knight, black as a mass of rock, 
came forth from the hostile ranks of the tribe of 
Aamir: he was strong-limbed, broad-shouldered, 
soiled with dust, scantily armed, and iU .supplied 
with weapons : he had an instrument of war that 
' conld repel no blow, tbat could ward off no disaster: 
his spear was spliced together with reeds ; hia sad- 
dle was of wood, and his stirrup of palmyra rope : 
under him was a, meagre, foundered horse ; but he 
himself was like, a devouring ' hon. When the 
hmreemen beheld him they thought he was Ehalid's 
slave; but as soon as that ki^i^t came, dose to 
Harith, Reugn thy foe, he cried, thou son of a 
coward; and, he added, dost thou not know that 
these tribes that are assembled agiunst the tribe of 
Abs, are come to seek property and plunder? and I 
aimmg the rest have passed the valleys and the 
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mountMns, and a^ come in quest of some boo^, 
that I may return to my h«ne and my family : but 
thou alone hast occupied the field of battle, and 
hast left every one besides thyself in starvstioit and 
penury. Now retire, and leave the fight, otherwise, 
. by him who rooted firm the towering ades of the 
mount^ns, and has power over life and death, I 
will inerce thee with this broken spear : ixHiteDt 
thyself on the dibe of Abs with an easier prey, and 
b^one ! 

Harith, on hearing these ctmtemptuous expres- 
urais from this Bedoween, assailed him and thrust 
at him ; but this Bedoween stooped and'avtHded the 
blow, and struck him with his spear on his back : 
it sunled him, but 'the Bedoween's spear dio}q>ed 
down, shivered in four. Harith escaped ^e Bed<^ 
ween, who dismounted, and b^^ spliciog it with 
some jHeces of cord, and picked up the fragments 
from the plain. The Arabs were in great astodidi- 
ment at the conduct of this rustic, and thought him - 
mad. But the danger was removed from Nazih, 
for Harith had nearly killed him. Now whoi 
Nazih observed the Bedoween, and that he was 
tying up his spear, his goierous s[»rit was roused ; 
he galloped up to lutn, and sud, Think no mare, 
young man, of mending your spear, but take this, 
and return 'ag»n to your antagonist; overthrow 
him, w he will turn against you in lus malioe. 
Take-also this horse, frr he wiUl aanat you io the 
charge ; Sat had you a steed that was aocustmned 



ciq mod t, Google 



11 

lo the plmn (^ battle, you would soon destroy this 
demon; and you may then accomfdish every wish 
■mth respecCW the tribe of Abs and Adnan. Upoa . 
this, the Bedoween received the spear from Nazih ; 
he moujited the offered horse, and quite pleased, 
my lord, he cried, take diarge of Uub my horse, for 
it is of a high Inreed, till this difficulty is removed 
fiom me. Thus saying, he returned to Haiith, 
and niahed upon him, luid llin^ng up the spear 
into the ^r with his hand, he caught it ae it fell 
idling round, and pierced Harith with the butt end 
of it on the cheet : it hurled him t6 the ground, and 
his bones irere bruised. Wdl, my lord, stad he 
agun to Nazih, take this horse on which he Tode, 
and I will cany off bis armour and spoils. Nazih 
took H, and charged upon it over the piaa. When 
King Cais marked that h(»Be beneath Haiith, he was 
«^ted Uke lead ; but now, seeing him mounted by 
lils-citfu^, his concern snd gri^ subfflded. Let 
one of ye go to this Bedoween, said he to his at- 
tenduits, and promiBe him wealth on my part ; in- 
dtice him to drive Harith towards us, before his 
comradet stuck and rescue him out of our bonds, 
Hxc he wiUiputcKase his life bom this poor fellow; 
And wh^e King Cais. was 'thus omve^sng, the 
Bedoweaa painted to the; tribe al Aamir, and cried 
o«t, Modfenidj 1 O Moo^iidj I and ihae issued 
forth ft holwman in the same ph^t is himself. 
IMtntoQnt for tlnA vUe wretdi, he cried, and lund 
fast his dioutders, for I cannot trouble such a fine 
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Chief As this, who gave me bis aims, to whom I am 
also oMiged for this horse. I have no doubt in my ' 
mind that he must be a kiag''s son, smi I wish this 
day to equal him in my gains, and to divide between 
him and me the horse and arms. I know he does 
not want it ; but the chase is always an object, and 
the heart and soul are ever interested in it. Thus 
saying, he turned towards the tribe of Aamir, and 
defied them to the combat When Ehalid saw what 
this vagrant Arab had done to HariUi, and heard 
him cry out to his comrade, who quitted the Aamir 
rank8,^By the ftuth of an Arab, he excltumed, no 
doubt amongst these tribes that we have assembled 
there must be one who is our foe, or else some Ab- 
sians have mingled with us- So he prohibited the 
troops from attacking, and sent for some one to 
bring him this Bedoween in disgrace and infamy. 
Jaodah issued forth, roaring like an enraged lion, 
as he shouted. What art thou, ibul Arab ) and he 
rushed at him; but the Bedoween charged upon 
him, and they engaged till the scene of action ap- 
peared too confined; they clung to each otbex on 
their horses' backs ; they poppled and struggled 
tiU thar steeds were exhausted ; they wrestled and 
grasped tiU all power and strength were exdnct. 
But the vagrant Arab was the most forceful and the 
stoutest ; he gave his adversary the grasp of a lion, 
and threw- him on his feet by his superior might ; 
he t4»e oS his sword fixmi round his neck, and 
endeavoured to drive him away with him ; but as 
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Jandah resiBted, he smbte him with his sword, and 
made a gash on his should^, crying out with a loud 
voice. Hither, O Mosayid ! O Mosayid ! and there 
started forth a horseman from the same spot as the 
finmer. The Bedoween deliTcred Jandah over to 
him, and ordered him to take charge of him, saying, 
Let us see by the end of the day how many more a£ 
these filthy fellows will fall into our hands, and then 
we will consult about our further pleasures and 
wants. When the two tiibes saw these deeds, they 
bc^an to form vaiious conjectures. As to King 
Cais, By the faith of an Arab, he cried, asBistance is 
come touB, whence we know not: for Jandah is the 
very fellow that smote my father^s head, and we are 
revenged for the iniquity of Harith, son of Zalim ; 
we have only now to gain over to us "the heart of this 
vagrant, and promise him whatever he wants : this 
Bedoween cannot be Antar ; but hke him there is 
no one hupian being, for he came forth into the plain 
naked, and has laid low knights such as these. O 
king, said Shedad, how oft you degrade the merit 
of my son, and r^se the value of others > Know, 
O king, if this Bedoween were my son, I should 
have recognised him from any other horseman; 
from me he could not have been di^ised. But I 
am certain of it, O Shedad, said Oorwah ; I did 
recf^nise him &om every other horseman, and 
marked him as he attempted to outstrip the horse. 
This is madness, said King Cais ; as to Antar, we 
only ant to him, last night, to how could a n 
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ger readi hint ? and betwe^ us there are oght 
days; we must suppose he followed us the Teiy 
day of our departure. O lungj Bud Sfaedf|d, had 
he followed us, it would ngt have ]Xm, Jiucpriiaag ; 
but as to his uniting with the uibe of Aamir, he 
miist have heard that you boasted of HarUh as 
being superior pi him, and that you had bespoken 
his tud : he must have fought with your foes think- 
ing Harith was on your sde, with the wish to de- 
stroy him, and do with him just as he has done, 
and to show you his power : (or my aoa is patieot 
and f<ffbearing-^«sentment has no place in him* 
and never'will he allow an Arab to triumph at your 
expense. Just then advanced Nazih and Aatar, 
and Harith and Janddi, with Shiboob and Jaieet, 
dra^ng them along. The cause of Antar^s amval 
was this : as soon as be went to the tents, and, bis- 
meeting with Ibla being accomplished, he felt det- 
lighted at seeing her; but when the wbmeo had 
quitted him, be said to Shiboob, my brother, I 
wish.to follow the AbEians, imd-see what HaritHis 
d<nng: I will issue out agvnst him and tgkf him 
prisoner ; and I will show Hadifah and Belia the 
evil effects of such a plan. And in what form, sud 
Shiboobf'do you wish to gD? In the disgui^ of a 
miserable slave, sidd he : I, yov, and Jaxeet ; and 
we will just aling ^lears ova us. Upon this they 
mounted Bonie broken-down horses, and rode on 
till they came within two days of the amiies, and 
Duxed amoBg the tribe of Aamir, thinking Harith 
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was with the Abuans ; btttwJienbe^wrwhatbvtiA^ 
done, and observed how b£ fought, he koew hiiQ,. 
and went forth against him and did as he did ; btit 
as Boon as he had taken Jandah prigouer, he, iioised 
up his vizor, and Nazih recognised him: he kissed 
him in excess of joy, saying, O Aboolfawaria, veriiy 
thou hast done the deed of the most generous of 
men, and thou hast well kindled the flame of war 
and battle. By the &ith of an Arab, had I or my 
father known that thou wert to have staid at home, 
we would not have followed Cais into this difficulty, 
but we would have left him, confiding in the opinions 
of Hadifah and Bebia. My lord, said Antar, it 
does not become a slAve to reproach his master : 
this Jandah is he who murdered my lord, king 
Zohar : he is . the accomplice of Khalid, son of 
Giafer, and here his villany is rewarded. But, by 
the faith of an Arab, the deliverance of King Zoheir's 
horse and sword is dearer to me than my conquest 
over these horsemen, for by them Ehahd deceived 
us, as you know, in the defile. I must requite that 
Khalid, and must abandon his land as a desert But 
now return with me to dur party : and as they wsnt 
on, Antar thus recited :—" God has ennobled the 
" son of Shedod, and what his sword and the thrust 
" with Us .^ear have effected against the ^i^ny : 
" our prc^^Cfty was [duodered from us in fetuv and 
" our friend ooutd iWt repose in their aJanPS- But. 
"Igniqtedthe.cbii&of the Aamiiites by.nudrdag^ 
"aodlshall tyw*.Mievaiing in joy, like aqaa&r. 
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" of wine. I un a warrior that ^ories in his She- 
" dadian birth, whilat the fire of battle blazes on 
" the plain." 

Cms heard Aiitar''s verses, and recogniung him, he 
hastened to meet bim. I am now indeed convinced, 
O AbooHawaris, he said, and making his apologies, 
he added, Think not that after the death of my father 
•nd my brother I have had sufficient presence of 
mind for the guidance of my conduct; indeed who- 
ever volunteered bis advice, I accepted it, and com- 
muned with his heart Antar accepted this apology, 
and delivered over to him the murderer of bis father. 
£b, tead Cais to Jandah, with this sword thou didst 
murder my father P Ay ! sud he. And with it, 
pursued Cais, will I strike off thy bead : . and as he 
spoke, he drew it forth from its scabbard, and as he 
waved it in his htuid, flashes of light shot from its 
blade, and with it he smote Jandah, and severed his 
head from his body. This being done, they re- 
turned to the tenta, and darkness soon coming on, 
the hostile tribe passed a night of despair ; whilst 
EhaUd, meditating on what had passed, out of pre- 
caution for his own person, directed bis own country- 
men to watch the tribe of Marah ; Do not take any 
notice till day dawns, and then we shall see what 
the Ab^ans will do with their chief, Harith. 

But as to the illustrious Absians, their spirits 
revived at the arrival of thdr cham^non, Antar, 
and at the amelioration of their afiurs after such 
agitation. King Cais assembled bis chiefs and ^on- 
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suited mth them about Harith ; the first who spoke' 
fixMt re}eaung him was I^bia, for he vi^ed to' 
re»rTe thb calamity agiunst Antar. My opinion 
is, O King, that you set him at liberty. And 
mine, said Shedad, that you strike cff his head, and 
yours too, Rebia, on ac<x>unt of what we have 
suffered from his atroctties, you dotard ! Every one 
diat spoke was of this opinion. At last sud Asyed, 
O my cou^ns, send for the man, and let us hear' 
what he has to say, and if there is in him any room 
for favour, let him be pardoned ; but if we find him 
resolute in his perverseness, put him to death.' 
Every one approving of this ^vice, they produced 
Harith in diains. ^ 

Well! thou son of an accursed mother, cried 
Antar rising up, sword in hand, what induced tjtee' 
to faostiJities against thy tribe and to aid their foes f 
Nought induced me tc> such a deed but thou, re- 
phed Harith. By the f^th of an Arab, truth is 
now the best course, O h»o ; my reason for this is, 
that I have long stationed spies and scouts over 
thee, till I heard of the death of King Zoheir, and 
that thy tribe was proceeding to avenge itself: so 
I ima^ned thou must be of the party, and accord- 
ingly I have done this deed : I said, I would also 
have retaliation, but thou hast vanquished me, and 
shame is heaped on shame. But hast thou not 
heard of my exploits ? aaid Antar. Yes, a^d he ; 
Wt my ambiljon glossed over my' ignorance, and 
I oould not ever suppose that fortune would be-- 
TOL. IV. e 
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tray me, and tliat there was any one on the earth 
to oppose me. But now I am become more modent. 
I have learned that fortune can produce every 
miracle. I have fallen into your power. I acknow- 
ledge my crime. AnnihilatioQ is what I deserve. 
Thou hast now only to put me to death, or pardon 
me that I may be thy slave for ever. By the faith 
of an Arab, a^d Antar, if I thought that in thee 
there was room for grace, thou shouldst be par- 
doned : but I have heard of thee, that thou art a 
man of perfidy; an impostor, neither regarding 
protectims, nor heeding hospitality, but one that 
breaks his faith and his oaths. Thou art right, O 
Aboolfawaris, said Harith, this was my disposi^n, 
but this day I have not the heart to harm either 
on&on horseback, or one on foot. Well, stud Antar 
to Cais, it will be as well to release bim, and let him 
return home, for I am in a merry mood afW my 
conquest. O Champion of the Absians, said Harith, 
do not delay, that I may on thy account put to the 
rout the armies of the tribe of Aamir, and white^ 
wash ray face among these tribes ; then wiU I rctunv 
home, and be thankful to thee. May God curse 
him who will not extirpate them with the sword, 
and that will not cut them off old and young ! said 
Antar. I truly beheve, my cousin, stud Rebia, that 
3rou are able to do so ; but if you are not satisfied 
with the oath of Harith, I will be his surety. So 
Relna took Harith away with him to the division 
of the isce of Zeead ; and when he was alone with 
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him, he aaked him what he really fdt in his heart 
with refipect to Antar. O Kelna, said he, I must 
po^tively contrive his death, and his destructioQ. 
Yes, said Bebia, but at another time ; for now we 
are in want of both him and you : it is now advisa- 
Ue that you rem^n firm to your pnHniae — there 
will be time enough. Thus they staid together, 
till, the day dawning, the men started up, and the 
«artioi3 prepared : and lo ! shouts burst forth from 
the tribe of Aamir; and their hordes waved like 
the sea over the desert, brandishing their swords : 
the dust arose on high and spread far and wide. The 
reason of this was, that Khalid had a spy among 
the tribe of Abs, whom be bad sent over night to 
observe what was done to Harith. !Early in the 
morning he returned, and told him it was Antar 
who had taken the horsemen prisoners, and that 
Harith had amicably settled his affairs with his 
tribe; and he has promised, added the .spy, to de- 
stroy our armies. This is just his nature, said 
Khalid, far he tiannot adhere long to his friends, 
or ever be sincere with his allies. But it would be 
expedient for us to begin with them, before they 
bef^n with us. Thus saying, he ordered his people 
to surround the tribe of Marah, and ply the sword 
among them : and they did so. As soon as Harith 
heard the shouts.of his companions, be cried out, 
O, by the Arabs, the tribe of Marah is destroyed. 
Alas I. we have not succeeded : and he made the 
Attack, — he, and Rebia, and his brother, followed 
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by a thousand Fazarah horsemen, and some others 
from the tribe of Aba, headed by King Caia. The 
Ab^ans assaulted the left of the Aatmrites, and 
Antar led them on. Heroes were strewed on the 
plain : the multitudes were husded together : coats 
of mail sparkled : swords cut in twain : the thou- 
sands rushed to the fight: Indian scimitars were 
shivered ; and the Semhirian spears were shattered 
and spKt: calamities fell heavy on the tribe of 
Aamir, Noble pride and spirit ^imated the Ab- 
uans. Antar performed deeds no £ni^t of Igno- 
rance ever executed ; for his thrusts antidpated the 
breath, and his assaults were inomiprebenabl^— 
his shout was, R«taliatbii for King Zoheir and Shas! 
and he slew every hero be trampled down. Thus 
they continued till evening came on, when they 
separated. Harith had ^icountered the Brandisher 
of Spears, and passed the rest of the day in fighting 
and dealing spear-thrusts that would have turned 
diildren grey ; and at the close of the day both 
were wounded and nearly dead. But when the two 
armies separated, Khalid, perceiving that his troops 
were discomfited, and that th^ numbers were 
greatly diminished, assembled the chieftains, and 
set out on his march h<mie ; whilst the Absians re- 
tired exulting at the victory and conquest they bad 
gained ; and there was not one but extolled Antar; 
and when they heard of Khalid's departure, Antar 
wished to follow them, but Cais refused, on account 
of the great fatigue and distresses they had already. 
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radured. They hud down to rest in the tents, till 
God dawned with the day. Well, said Antar to 
King Cms, it will be but jM^per to ^ve this booty 
to the tribes of Fazarah and GhliUn, and that we 
reward them well and abundantly, and send them 
.contented back to their homes and country. But 
let us 'Surprise the land of Aamir; let ntHie but 
ourselves assail them ; let us do our ojvn buuness 
ourselves. Cus af^roved of this plan, and he dis- 
tributed the arms and the armour, saying to Hadifah, 
O my counn, we 'have now no occa^on to trouble 
you, for you have been wounded in our service, and 
he that bounded you is your nearest relation. Rebia 
has arraniged Harith's affair with us, and the man 
vill march home in company with youi It would 
be .as well, that you should not r^roach him, foe 
many of fais men have been slain in this attack. 
Thus be sent them away, and there only remained 
with the Absians a thousand of the tribe of Ghiflan, 
with their chief, Jamrah, son of Sabic ; for he was 
nearly allied to King Zoheir, and he swore he would 
not return home till he had taken retaliatitm for 
King Zohdr. 

The next day. King Cms marched with his ' 
troops, amounting, exclusive of the Ghiflanians, to 
five thousand horsemen. The chief Antar headed 
the army ; and with him was Asyed, and Oorwab, 
and Nazih ; sad thus he ele^ed King Zoheir :-•- 

'" Behold ! we have opposed the edges of the 
" sumitars and the barbs of the spears on the swift- 
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" footed coursers. To engage the foe we have 
" suffident force, were they even like the tem- 
* pestuoos ocean. There is no gloryin numbers; but 
" the glory of warriors was the disper^on of these 
" armies. Ask the Absiaas of me, O Ihla, when 
*' the hordes of Keltib came against me with the 
" tnbes of Ghani and Aamir, rolling like the wayea 
" of the aea under the cloud-shadowed ekj, <xm- 
" Yulsed by the furious tread of the horses' hooft. 
" How they fled and the Bpears on their backs 
" pierced their kidnies between 'their entriuls and 
" their hypooondpes ; bad tliey stood firm, I would 
" have iett behind, on the desert, th^ bones and 
" flesh for the rspacious eagles ; how well my tribe 
" exerted iteelf without the iud of Zalim's son I 
" foul was his act, his word perfidious. He said 
" there was none on earth like him ; biit when he 
" encountered me, then shtme forth the ^ory of 
" glories ; he was to our foes an ally and assistant ; 
" but he retreated from my sword, frustrated and 
" of no avail. I love the tribe of Abs, and when 
"hlood flows, the friendship of a slave is anceare, 
" and his word- is true and faithful. They up- ' 
■ *' proadbed, when they had sent me away, and 
" encountered the i^iears flashing with light: tfaey 
*' felled Zoheir, and the lacerating spears, wid 
" lances, and scimitars clashed over him. He in 
" his power was the death of men ; but he who was 
" the cause of death, has now visited the inhabitant 
" of the tombs. O woe, woe! that bis foes have 
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^ triumphed over him, the crown of the Aboani 
" and all the tribes ! But I will not allow EhaUd, 
" now Zoheir is gone and murde)%d, a resting-place 
" but in the bowels of die graves. How can I 
" sleep by lught, and not seek revenge P for he wat 
" my resource in every difficul^." 

When Antar had finished his verses, his party 
thanked him for the excelleiKe of his achievements ; 
and they continued traversing the deserts, and in 
their hearts was a burning flame against Ehalid. 
. In the meantime, Khalid reached his own country, 
and there remained with him out of all his ass^nbled 
host, caily t^i thousand horsemen .(for ev^-j dan 
•ought its home and departed). His own tribe 
advised lum to send the women and families to tha 
mountain-tops: 'thus having secured their wives 
and proper^, they prepared to meet their foes. 

The next day arrived the Ahsians, and their 
aimour glitta^, as they surrounded the tribe of 
Aarair cm all sides. But Khalid, ae&ng their scanty 
numbers, was delighted. O my coumns, he criedj 
rejtnce, for they are only come with a small party. 
He attacked, and his warriors followed him, but he 
saw in the Abmans blows that turned infants grey. 
The spears {uerced through every mortal part cf 
their bodies ; the dust and clouds of sand increased 
till darkness came on and the two armies separated ; 
but the Absiaos had greatly the advantage over 
the Aamirites ; far Antar, knowing how they re- 
lied on him, did more than he had pramised, and 
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po^brmed deeds no one could Burpow. Before 
evening, twelve hundred Aamirites were elain, but 
onlj seventy of the Ab^ana AaUr retired, clothed 
in a scarlet robe of the blood of horsemen ; eleven 
horses had been killed under him, for none but 
Abjer could serve him (now Ahjer was at home, 
and Anlar had come on a miserable hack). When 
King Caia saw Antar's resolution and intrepidly, 
he gloried in him, and from that hour he felt con- 
vinced that his kingdom would not last but by his 
asastance^ so he went to meet him and thanked 
him, and he and his brothers treated him with 
every kindness. But the tribe of Aamir retired in 
the deepest consternation, and dispirited at the loss 
of their chiefs, and as they stated in their complaints 
to^Khalid, what they had experienced from Antar's 
sword, O my cousins, said he, your excuses are 
indeed well-founded this time, for it was this black 
slave that routed us with his attacks; and if I do 
not take a great part of the battle on myself, we 
shall be completely cut up; and with this intention 
he rep<»ed till the day shone and the men ^ung 
up for the contest and battle. 

The ranks were scarcely drawn up, or the swocds 
unsheathed, when lo ! out started a knight from the 
tribe of Aamir, and advancing towards the Absiuis, 
p tribe of Adnan ! O band of heroes ! he ex- 
claimed, I have come forth this day to the field to 
protect the women and families, and I will try my- 
self m the scene of shtughter, and by the fwth of 
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on Arab, I have not competed my twentietli year ; 
never have I. quitted the t«ite and dwellings of my 
tribe : come forth against me, any one whose kin- 
dred equals mine, for I am, by the faith of an Arab} 
of an illustrious tribe — renowned for tb^ patience 
in the day of tumults. I am called Aamir, the son 
of Tofeil, and the Brandi^o- of Spears is my ma- 
temal uncle, and were he not wounded he would 
not acquiesce in this my wish. Then gaUo^ung 
and diarji^g, he thus spoke : — 

" Do not, O my mother, indulge in thy sorrows 
" for me : have patience on the day of my con- 
'* test and my absence. Let me ungly act in the 
** quest of glory with the edge of my well-propor- 
*' tioned Indian scimitar. Let me be prodtumed 
" through the waited mansions of renown for tbe 
*' pieroing barb of my supple spear. Who, when 
" in quest of ^ry, feds conscious that this sptMl is 
" of bitter flavour P Perhaps I may, with the edge 
*' of my sword, extinguish the flame of the flercely- 
" burning battle. I will show mjrself to the foe; 
" and I will tescue my tribe from the lioos on Uior 
" high-mettled steeds ; or I will meet my fate with 
" the mangling spear, for whose sting tha% is no 
" balm. I will abandim my mother to pour out her 
" sorrows in- childless mis^y, and to shed her tears 
" of anguish." 

He had scarcely finished his verses, when an 
Abaan horseman galloped against him, and pre- 
sented himself \xSxce him. This was a knight of 
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exceeding oourage ; firm and resolute in the com- 
bat : over him was a strmg corselet and a dearuig 
sword; round his shoulder was slung a lac^vtiDg 
spear; beneath him was a swift courser: but Aamir 
permitted him nether to gallop nor to charge, before 
he peroed hjtn between the paps, and forced his 
spear through hia shoulders. He again repeated 
his challenge, and a second came forth, but he slew 
him instantly. Absian tribe, by the &ith of an 
Arab, he ciied in his boasts and his vaunts, ye are 
the horsonen of the age, aad the lieroes of Adnan ; 
but I am of little espen«ice in battle. Cctne out 
against me, brave as ye are, ye heroes ! despise not 
Dpy youCh-^let me try myself with some of your 
knights, ^d your waniors. When the Absoans 
heard this harangue, and saw what deeds Aamir 
bad eSected, they rushed up<»i him firom all ^degj 
and issued forth against- him like sea-^nonsters, 
iM-andishing their spears and their swords. But a 
knight, beautiful in form, and short in speech, anti- 
dpated them all. He was perfect in every point, 
and was called Carwash, son of Hani, and cousin 
to King Cius. The horsemen, seeiug him advuic^ 
halt^, and retired in awe of him. Carwash assuled 
Aamir: they began the attack: they thrust wilii 
tbm spears till they were shivered, and smote with 
thor swords till they were shattered ^ and thar 
horses died undw them. They continued in this 
perilous contest till mid-day, wh^ the dust clear- 
ing away from them, lo! Aamir came forth with 
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Carwa^, his prisoner, Slid driving him awaj like » 
camel. The horsemen checked ttiemselves from 
rushing -into the scene erf action ; but Antar wai 
greatly exasperated, and his eyes were red as blood 
-r-he resolved on darting out against him, but 
Nazih anticipated him, and engi^;ed Aamir till the 
evening, when each quitted his aatagonbt and de- 
scribed what he had experienced that day. As 
Aamir retired to his party, his cousins met him and 
congratulated him on bis safety. As to Khalid, he 
was in ecstasies of joy — it was impossble to be man 
BO. But the tribe of Abs was impatient fm the mor- 
row ; and as soc« as the obscurity of night departed 
and the day shone bright, the warriors sprung for- 
ward for the ^ght and the contest, and Aamir, sui 
ofTofeilj was foremost on the plun, and Uius spoke: 

" The mother <^ Aamir exerted her influeoce to 
*' prevent my mc»intiiig at the vcnce of the boakl, 
" She would keep me back, fearful of death on the 
" edge of the Indian blades. Do not be obstinate or 
" perverse, O mother, death is ord^ned by fate, and 
" it is near as veU as at a distance. Let me plmige 
" into the seas of deaths with the Ught and noUe 
"chargers. O, tribe -of Aba, there is no refuge from 
" my sword, or my spear, nor from death. There- 
" fore ^ther retreat or stand firm. You will ever 
*' find in me a knigjbt that never flinches from the 
" scene of batde." 

Aamir, having concluded his verses, rushed to the 
combat and repeated the challenge. Soon came forth 
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Oorwdi ; but Antar dismisacd bint, and descended 
upon Aamir, saying, Come on, on to the field of 
battle I Eh ! thou base-born ! cned Aamir, recog- 
nizing him, I will not fight with one whose birth ifl so 
mean and vile among the Arabs. I say this not out 
of fear of thee, nor of death. But my mother saw 
me in a dream, and went to a soothsayer to whom 
she imparted the secret ; and he said to her, Let not 
your son contend with a black slave. £h, thoii 
bastard ! cried Ant^, and shsU I, on account of thy 
mother's visions, permit thee to destroy the horse- 
men of the tribes of Abs and Adnan in the field 
of battle P Thus saying, he shouted at Aamir and 
rushed upon him, and Aamir was compelled to meet 
him. A dreadful combat ensued between them — ^it 
was a contest that would melt even the hardest rocks, 
and stupefy the eyebtdls and terrify the bravest war- 
ri(M«. They continued in this state till the warriors 
were astounded ; but whoi Antar perceived his in^ 
trejndity he closed upon him, and hemming him in 
so close that stirrup grated stirrup, he grasped the 
ringsof his coat of mulandlx^astplate and held him 
tip in his hand, like a sparrow in the talons of a fe- 
rocious hawk, and threw him over to Shiboob, who 
bound fast his shoulders and tied down his aims and 
rades, and as he was gcang to drive him away to- 
wards the Ah^ns, lo ! Aamir's mother rushed forth, 
crying out, and her slaves were leading along Car- 
wash, son of Hani : Aboolfawaris, she exclaimed, 
fi>rce not my son to taste of the meat*nf captivity ; 
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here b Carvash at your disposal, oaiy release my son, 
Aamir, as bis ransom. Antar h^led Shiboob, and 
ordered him tolet Aamir go; and having thus rescued 
Carwash, be retired from the scene of multitudes. 
Mow came on the night of obscurity, and let down 
its canopy over the two horizons. The two armies 
reposed till the morning dawned, when mounted the 
tribe of Abs and the tribe of Aamir ; and the troops 
being drawn up in array, k>! Khalid issued fwth be> 
tween the hostile ranks on a white and black charger 
inde&tigable and unflinching; he was completely 
«icloeed in armour, and he cried out in a loud voice. 
Eh, O sons of King Zoh^, how long must last this 
contest, this destruction of warriors, this dishonour of 
wives and women 7 This is a urcumstance no high- 
bom hero can endure. I am be who slew your 
&tber Zoheir and your brother Shas. I will not 
suffer any one to aid me in this affair ; here am I in 
peraon, come forth ag^nst me one by one, but let 
no one as the first come forth but your King Cais ; 
for he has taken the seat of his father, and I am the 
King of. the tribe of Aamir and the chief of tlie 
Hordes and the Clans ; whoever shall slay his an- 
tagomst, let him succeed in his projects and complete 
his hopes. King Cais heard this, and the afflicliim 
fell heavy on him ; and thus too were his brothers, 
and there was not one but welcomed death. Antar 
marked their situation ; he roared and bellowed : 
What is the matter, O King? he cried; Cannot 
meof ye command himself to go outagainst hinl ^ 
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Well, let me bring him to you a prisoner. X ivill 
lay him down hefore you abject and debased. O 
my coudm, s^d King Cms, by thy life, return to thy 
post and let me appease my heart with Khalid, and 
I will not let the Arabs look on me as one incapable 
and inefficient; so he moved forward on the back of 
Caasa, and rushed agtunst Khalid. Upon this, Antar 
retired, but resolved in his own mind that if he should 
see King Cais overpowered by Khalid, he would 
make an attack and assist him. Cais encountered 
Khalid, and between them vAts a contest and com- 
bat that seared the eyeballs. They continued till 
the honour of chivalry was rent and mangled, and 
they were«har^ng and staggering till thrar ^>earB 
were split in their hends; they threw them on the 
ground — they grasped their sparkling blades, as in- 
struments more ready for the plunder of lives, and 
they continued this conflict till also their swords were 
ahiv^«d; they returned their fragments to th^r 
sicabbards, and grasped each other on- their horses^ 
backs with all their might and main, and both fell to 
the ground, both firmly clinging to each other ; there 
they wrestled and struggled till death and the worst 
of evils was at hand. It was then the two armies 
attacked, and the troops rushed forward. It was 
then horsemen shouted from every quarter. It was 
then they waved their spears and thrir sdmitars. It 
was then rage and indignation violently seized An- 
tar, and he advanced to see how it was with Cais ; 
but Belna, son of Ocail, met bim, and the heart of 
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efich was full of the day in tlie d^le And the drcum- 
Btances that befel fliem. The hprsemen of the tvo 
tribes moveditowards their respective kings, like irag- 
taents of clouds, and the combat and the battle raged 
fiercely amoDg them. Arab necks were hewn off, and 
the (lust rose up tike clouds, and all around them was 
like the darkness of night. The brothers of King 
Caia made a furious assault and fought in the most 
desperate manner. Antar and Retna, son of Ocul, 
were also engaged in a, combat that transformed- 
youth to age. Antar, indeed, alarmed lest death and 
extincti<m should fall upon Cais, bu^t on Rebia 
with the rush trf" a lion, and with a shout as if it were 
thunddr when it crashes. Rebia was petrified with 
horror and aghast with a£&ight, and in tliis state of 
consternation, Antar pierced him with his spear 
through thecbest,anddroYeitout sparkling through 
his back, and instantly renewed his attack against 
the Aamiiites like a savage lion ; he felled down the 
horsemen ; he cut through th«r comrades till he 
came up with the sons of King Zolieir and Khalid, 
who only conradered them all as one individual. But 
Antar halted, and, extending wide his arm with his 
sword, he was about to slay Ehahd, when lo ! Rebia, 
son of Zeead, shouted out. Hold ! Aboolfowaiis, 
for Malik, son of Zoheir, and my brother Amarah 
are fallen his prisoners, and if you put Ehalid to 
death they will both be slaughtered, and ruin must 
be our doom. Thus was Antar most grievously 
distressed ; he ordered Shiboob to bind him fast, and 
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Khalid felt assured of death. But when Cms saw 
this he sprung on his feet, and Antar waited for him ; 
alarmed at his »tuaUon, he encouraged bim, and sent 
Shiboob for a horse and mounted him. Conduct 
my Lord from the terrors of the fi^t, said Antar to 
Shiboob, that I may disperse these horsemen, and 
be assaulted the army and forced them to a disgrace- 
ful retreat, overthrowing warriors and destroying the 
brave, till the evening closed in. The Aamirites 
were completely routed. The Abfdans returned 
fhun the pursuit without any loss, not even to the 
value of a hatter; and when they alighted to rest, 
they ha^ened lo King Caia and congratulated him ^ 
on his safety. Behia informed him of the captivity 
of Malik and his brother Amarah. Rebia, stud 
Cais, much afflicted, my brother and thy brother can 
never be Uberated, hut by the deliverance of this 
cuckold. Were It not so, I would strike off his head 
and would drink of his blood. Guard him till we to- 
morrow ransom our prisoners by bim, and we must 
wait some future event for him. My lord, said Antar, 
distress not yourself about the deliverance of our 
prisoD^^i if he esc^>es from me this day, he viU not 
escape to-morrow ; and had I not been occupied with 
the death of that Bebia, son of Ocail, I would soon 
have made him drink of the cup of annihilation be- 
fore thisaccident had happened. This night let the 
tribe of Aamir repose with their wives and families 
on the summits of the mountaJos, but to-morrow we 
will proceed on foot against them with sword and 
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budiler, and ve will scatter them about like leaves. 
Cus was miich' pleased, imd his Borrows were re- 
lieved. They slept till dawn, when they seat for 
Ithalid, and informed him of their intentions, and 
demanded of him his ransom, to which he assented 
with oaths, in i^iich the Arabs have the firmest 
reliano& Cais accordingly set Inm at liberty, and 
be departed for bis tribe. But when he was about 
to deliver Malik and Amarah, the tribe of Aamir 
would not obey him, saying, We must hang these 
two, 'and revenge ourselves on them. The Ab^ans 
mdeed have sliun our chieft, and they will not quit 
us till they have entirely destroyed us, — Cousins, 
repUed Ehalid, in dismay, I have sworn to Cais 
by the severest oaths and the [uUars, so what means 
tfaisP Were we to be slaughtered like so many 
she^, I cannot possibly perjure myself, and become 
a liar and a traitor ; particularly whilst we are thus 
reduced and disgraced. We must exert all our 
strength in meeting the foe. I will assemble all' 
who have blood and retaliation against them, and I 
will not denst till I have rooted out every trace of - 
the tribe of Ab& Upon this, the hearts of the 
Aamirites b^ng reconciled, he sent for Prince Malik' 
and Amarah, and made them swear that their tribe 
diould return home for the renuiDder of the year. 
Having g^ven the required oath, they were sent 
down the mountain, mounted oa noble horses, and 
very grateful &a ibax security. But as soon as 
they readied their tribe, and explained what .had 
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passed, May God eurse the tnbe of Aanlr ! said 
Cais, this is treachery and viUany. — Ehalid will 
deddedly, said Rebia, assemble against us his clans, 
and will Wiite to ever^- one that lides or walks; 
howerer, in a second . renomtre we will root out 
every trace of theoL £ing Cais thought this plan 
the most expedient; so he deputed ibr his-fimuly 
aod home. But Antar's heart was not at rest in 
retreating fcaax the tribe of Aamir; and as be de- 
scribed what had occurred to bin and his tribe, be 
thug recited: 

" Ah, Ibla I my youth is wasted, and the 
"' period of thy absesice inflicts repeated tartures. 
" My love for thee is oppreswve ; it uKreases daily, 
** as age grows en youth. For thee I have passed 
" the revolutions of my fate, till my life fleets away, 
" and my patience is become my chastisement. I 
" have encountered the foe ; I have protected the 
" tribe ; but they despise me, and have no regard. 
" for my existence. Ask of me, Ibla 1 in the 
" day of advercdty, the tribes of Aamir and Kelab. 
" How many knights I hove "hit stretched out, 
** their hands deep died with gore ! They moved 
"" hither in my absence, and they brandished thdx 
" spean, ghtteiing like the shooting stars. How 
^* many liens have rushed at me, and in disgrace 
*' have cast away their spears on the ground ! They ' 
*' <xy out at me,and I answer them with the spear- 
" thrust, deciding befwe a reply. I have dain 
*' two hundred firee-bom <^theni, and. a thousand 
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*' m Ute defiles and the sandhills. Ha ! let Khalid 
" r^tNce in the calamities oC my tribe ; but the di^ 
** of his eKtinction shall be die most tremendous of 
" all the periods qf mitfoilune.^ 

They continued tiarersing the deserts a^^ht and 
day, and Antar guuding ihoA from the tisemy^ 
till they cMne near home; and when diere only 
remained ooe night's nardi, on a sodden AntMl 
WHS not to be heard of, and cbey could not trace 
him any where^ King Cais vnis aghast and bewil- 
dered, as were also his iHDthers, and all Antar's 
fnends ; but ^s inveterate hatera rejoiced in Jiis 
absence, particulariy Rebia and his despicable bro- 
ther, and Mohk, Ibla's father; and though Cais 
stopped the march of his people, and sent horsemen . 
right and left till 'the evening, they returned dis- 
appointed and unsuccessful. By the faith of an 
Arab, said King C^ I wiH not stir from hence tiH 
I know what baa happened to our cousin — This, 
said Atnarah, would show but little wisdom and 
sagacity in you, that the Chiefs of Abs and Adnaa 
should be kept waiting ^r a black slave, a w<nth- 
lesa, roean fellow.— O Amarah! eKclalmed Kmg 
Cms, highly 'exasperated at such language, art thou 
not ashamed even to mentitm thy cburin in im dbk 
sence F it was but the other day he rescued thee &om 
caplivi^. By the faith of an Arab, were Antar 
here present, I would pot screen thee from hjm. — 
O ^^ace, disgrace at thy words ; my counn ! 
cried Amarah. — Ay, be is thy couaa, s^d King 
d2 



ciqiiiodt, Google 



Cbu, vhether thou wilt or not; and were he not^ 
not a head would be r^sed towards the tribe of 
Abs; of no esteem would they be among men. — It 
will be as well, stud Rebia, that we wiut for our 
cousin, till he comee. Hawerer, King Cus marched 
in the inonung, yet greatly afHicted and distreesed 
at the loBS of Antar, the lion warrior; and when 
they reached the dwellings, they inquired about 
him, but no one could ^ve any inforniation of him. 
Every one entered his own abode, and joined hia 
children and family. Malik, Ibla's father, having 
now heard from some of the women all that ^ had 
passed between his daughter and Antar, when the 
tribe marched against the Aamirites, ran at her 
with liis drawn sword, uid roared to his wife, Thou 
foul wretch ! wert thou not ashamed for thy child, 
that she should appear openly in the presence of 
Antar, and converse with him P Thou hast taught 
her to demand pre^nts and goods of him, and it is 
tliy wish to load me with infamy among men and 
women. — I had not done this, replied she, but that 
I saw you inchned towards him, and that jou had 
bestowed her on him in marriage. But now, if 
your heart is estranged irom him, I will never let 
him see her aawi. 
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Hadifah and his brothers hearing of King C^s's 
Tetum, took ^th them a party of the Fazarah tribe, 
and came to compliment him on his safety, and con- 
gratulate him on his victory and triumph. Cfus 
made a splendid feast for them, to which he invited 
the chiefs of the Ab^ns and hb brothers, and in- 
formed them of the loss of Antar. Hadifah ap- 
peared greatly affected, and exhibited the reverse 
of what he felt. They ate meat and drank wine 
till mid-day, when the King, hearing some loud ac- 
clamaticms in the tent^ asked what was the matter. 
Shiboob and bis brother Antar are returned, was 
the general cry ; when lo ! Antar arrived. He 
saluted the Abaans, and he was on horseback, 
^ng Ctus inquired the cause of his absence. O 
King, he replied, I was on the service of one who 
deserved no duty at my bands; for be is of a vil- 
lanouE dispo^tion, and of a foul ori^.-^To what 
dost thou allude by that? stud Cais. Hear my 
tale, O King, said he, and you will acknowledge I 
am right On the night that you missed me, I had 
launched out into the desert, fearful of the night- 
wanderers and the robbers on your account ; and 
whilst I was thus employed, a figure appeared 
b^ore me. I went forward, and lo ! it ffas a va- 
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grant Arab on his joiimey. I hmled him ; and to 
my inquiries, Warrior, said he, I am a poor, ill- 
used felloe. I am going to the trihe of Abs, to 
make a demand of Hebia. — I am, said I, O Arab, 
one of the slaves of Rebia, so tell me what he owes 
you. — Warrior; he replied, I am called Basharah, 
son of Mabid, and I have a daughter, who was 
demanded in marriage of me. I consented; and 
taking with me one hundred she-camels, I set out 
for the valley of Deecar, that I might purchase 
with their produce some clothes, with which to set 
off my daughter ; but some plundering horse met 
me and waylad me ; they carried away my camels, 
but I escaped oa this, steed. Being certain the 
party were of the tribe of Eenanah, I took the 
Qeareat road, saying to myself, I will go to the 
tribe of Abs, to my friend Rebia. On this, I said 
to him. Rejoice, O Arab, for I am his deputy: 
lead on, and conduct me to your enemies, Uiat I 
may realise your wishes. He proceeded, whilst I 
followed till the day dawned, when lo! we came 
upon a troop near the water of Career, and the 
land of Nefeer: there were fort^ horsemen; five 
and twenty of whom I slew, and the rest ran away. 
I restored to the man the horses, and the she-camela 
and he-camels, with which beii^ well satisfied and 
grateful, he repaired to the family of Zeead. I 
returned, and have now erected &r them a strong 
columned building; but I find them talking in- 
famously of me, and abusing my mother for adul- 
tery: this is all my reward, and thus you may 
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dietiiigiiish the legitimate^-bom (roni bastEtrds. Ho* 
long, thou son of Zeeod, added he, turning shai^y 
on Amarah, must this insolence laatf for by him 
who has clothed the night in darkness, if th6u dost 
not cease talking foully of me, and mend thy 
manners, I will hack thy limba with this svord. 
What ! thou baatard, cried Amarah, jumping up 
and unsheathing his sword, such language to me t 
Darest thou thus impertinently insult me among 
the c^efsF At my pastures I have a thousand 
E^ves such as thee ; and he made at Antar sword 
in hand. But the others rose up and chedced turn ; 
and Kebia called out, reproaching and abunng 
him : he ordered htm to be ^ent, and taking the 
BWord out of his hand, said, Is this a recompense 
for our cousin, vho has exposed his life for usP 
But Antar moved silently away, and went home 
greatly ashamed on account of Cais, for he had 
vexed him, and disturbed the entertuument. When 
Antar reached his mother's tent, ^e hung upon 
him and wept from excess of joy and love. 

Now King Cus had been greatly distressed at 
tins i&terruptioD ; but Bdlna soothed bis bear^ 
saying. It is quite imposuble that my brother and 
Aiitar can ever meet in the same place again ; but 
I have in my heart siHnethiog I sboiUd wMi to do. 
Thus they coi^nued over th«r cups of wine aod 
conversing, and made Hsdilah aod I^aml drink, 
and loaded them with all manner of favours. Thus 
it eraitinu6d whilst die day withdretr its' light, and 
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the night shaded them in its darkness till monung, 
when Hodifah and his brother returned home. 

But Rebia and his brotherg quitted the tents, 
and, together with their dependants descended into 
the valley of Yamooiiyah, also accompanied by 
their horsemen and warriors, and those who hated 
Antar, that they might seek the means of annoj^ng 
him. As soon as this drcumstance was made known 
to King Cms, he disr^arded it, and curing them. 
Wherever they go, cried he, may death overtake 
them ! And thus he cast them from his heart, 
saying to the Arab chiefs that surrounded him, Ye 
know, my couains, that King Zoheir admitted Antar 
to our tnrth and parentage, and caUed him cou^n, 
and accepting him as such, he raised him to honour 
and le^timacy. Now, whenever Amarah and Antar 
meet, they quarrel and disturb the union of the 
tribe; and should they remain separate, it will be 
better than their living together. Antar every day 
associated with King Cus, and attached himself to 
hun, and thus th^ continued many days and nights. 
But Antar, on his arrival, having heard what had 
passed between his uncle Malik and his wife, and 
hov he had attempted to kill her, remained en- 
tirely with his mother. In the mean time, King 
Cus became very anxious for the termination of 
the year, on account of Khalid, son of Criafer, who< 
he understood had thrown himself on Sireed, son 
t^ jSamah, chief of the tribes of Howazin, and 
Jeshm and Hamadan, and had induced him to pro- 
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mile his assistance with ten thousand horsemen 
against the tribe' of Abs. 

Thb Direed was four hundred and fii^ years 
old, and by the Arabs he was call^ the Mill-stone 
of War. He was referred to on every difficult 
piunt, on account of bis great age, and his orders 
were obeyed among the Arabs like King Numan*s. 
So when King Cais heard this, he wap in dismay: 
This, he cried, is indeed complete ruin ! He th«i 
assembled the Abuan chiefs, and consulted about 
what he should do. Comfort your mind and 
brighten your eye, exdumed they all, for were 
Khalid to come agiuast us with the armies of 
Chosroe, we will fight till we ^e in your presence. 
O King, smd Antar, easy let it lie on thee, and on 
tbe sepulchre of King Zoheir ! I mil disperse the 
armies of our foes, and will- not leave one of them 
alive. The words of Antar revived him, and feel- 
ing re-assured : O Aboolfawaris, said he, you in- 
deed can speak and act I 

From that day they made preparations fcH* war, 
and searched for arms ; but only finding a small 
quantity, Cus conagned the country to the care t^ 
Antar, and leaving his uncle in bis place, he took a 
noble string of he and she camels, and resolved on 
selling them, in order to purchase with their pro- 
duce some arms and weapons. He set out for 
Medina Yathreb, for that was the nearest phtce, 
and its chief was called Ajijah, son of Jellab, 
the Yathrabee ; and he was ibe brother of Ab^ooU 
motallab on tbe mother's ^dej and between him 
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and King Cius Uiere existed a iriendafaip of long 
standing, 6^in the time of his father King Zoheir ; 
and when King Ctus reached Medina Yathreb, 
Ajijah was ntudi pleased, and receiTed him very 
]undly. Cms rehtted his adventures, and- that he 
was come to purchase arms. Now Cms having 
heard that Ajijah had a coat of mail of the work- 
manship of David, and exquisitely riveted, whose 
like no one possessed; he addressed him, saying, 
Chief, I have heard that you have a coat of mail 
made by David, which I am anxious to purchase, 
that in it I may go ag£unst my enemies, and I will 
g^ve you its value instead. O Cais, s^d Ajijah, I 
would have given it you, but Khalid has already 
asked me for it, and praised me in his verses. What 
are the verses, said Cws, in which he praised you ? 
Let me know them ; and Ajijah thus repeated : 

'" When I demanded a favour from the race of 
** Yathreb, Ebe Amroo cried out, and Ajijah CMi- 
" sented. Remmn under the protection of a Yatli- 
" rabee, for if thou stayest there, a shadow will 
'* even dread thy power. I saw a man, over the 
'* brilliancy of whose countenance was a vizor, by 
" which the sun was hid or shone. I have a 
« station in glory, in honour, and on high, but Ks 
" mansion is above the two I^sces. If he brandishes 
'* his sword on the day of horrors, thou mayest see 
" the rays of his sabre flashing with death ; and wwe 
" his hand and the cloud impregnated with rwn, to 
" exhibit their bounties, his beneficence would en- 
" dure, and the cloud desist. In his house every 
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" fu^dve is safe, and with bis donations be evoi 
" satisfies the uDsatiaUe. Virtues were of (^ in 
" Jellah, and unce him Ajijah has imitated him.^ 

On hearing these verses, Cais was astonished at 
their import and allueioa : By the faith of an Arab, 
said he, I cannot blame or reproach you. Cais re- 
mmned with Ajijali till momitig, and having pur- 
chased all the arms he wftnted, Ajijah questioned 
him, saying, O Cais, have you purchased tJie arms ? 
Yes, said he. Well then, sud Ajijah, bid now toe 
the coat of mail. Ceih was pleased ; but said. By 
the futb of an Arab, of all my trifling articles, I 
have DOW only remaining one hundred camels: so 
take them, whether it be much or little, and excuse 
me for the deficieacy. On this, he sent for the 
coat of maji, and it was of great length in the skirts. 
Take it, Cais;, said he, let it be considered as a 
purchase made for a hundred she-cameb, thoughf 
in fact, it is a present from me to you. So he took 
coie of the she-camels out of the hundred, and re>. 
stored the remainder to Cais, who was very grateful, 
and in thipe days, having procured every thing he 
wanted, he took leave of Ajijah, and setting out for 
his own country, he reached the valley of Yamou« 
rijreh, whence he sent home bis arms with his slaves, 
and proceeded unattended to Bebia, who, b^ng 
told of his arrival, met him, and comphmented him, 
receiving him hosjntahly, and making him welcome. 
In the course of conversation, Cais asked his advice 
about his attacking Khalid and the Aamirites. My 
counn, said Kebia, we are all yours, tmd at your 
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disposal. But whither have yoa been traveling? 
I have been to Medina Yathreb to purchase some 
arms. And where, said Rebia, are your purchases ? 
I have sent them home, said Cais, with the slaves. 
Bebia stared about, and at last espied his port- 
manteau, which was full. O my cousin, said he, 
what is in jour portmanteau P Cm lauded. O 
my cousin, sEud he, there is in it what would surprise 
you indeed, were you to see it Let me see it then, 
said Belna. Cais alighted and took out the coat of 
mail of Ajijah, and opened it before Rebia, who 
was astonished. C^s, said he, whence came you 
by this? This is, s^d he, the coat of m^ of 
Ajijah, son of Jellah, the Yathrabee, and he has 
made me a present of it C^e, s^d he, if that 
man made you a present of any thing, it must be 
invaluable; and Rebia stood up and put on the 
' coat of mail, and though he was very tall, it came 
down to his heels. He walked away with it and 
entered the tents ; then rushing out with a drawn 
sword in his hand, he cried out to Cais, This is my 
coat of m^ I it ^ra3 stolen &om me, and there are 
my marks on it, this very fiaw in the beeves ; and 
if you do not tell me all about it, I will sue you for 
it, and he redted these verses: 

" Cms, my coat of mul I never sold, neithra' 
*' did I give it away ; it was stolen from me by some 
" of the Arab hordes : I am not one that speaks 
" falsehoods — no ; by the truth of Him who is con- 
" cealed from »ght I It happened by chance there 
" was a flaw on it, and it will serve as a proof on 
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*' idl pcnnts. By God, were you not nearly related 
" to me, I would bring down death upon you, even 
** in the month of Rejib." 

Cais was stupefied for a time : Son of Zeead, he 
said, what outrage is this ? Dost wish to purlcnn 
my coat of mail by Buch a fiivolous pretence ? And 
thus he expressed himself: 

" Wretch .' thou wouldst purloin my coat of mail 
" by fraud, by foul accusatjons and f^aeboods : the 
" coat of mul belonged to Ajijah, son of Jellah, the 
*' Yathrabee. Talk not such nonsense ; thou art 
" no more a child. By the truth of Him who spread ' 
" the wings of nocturnal obscurity, I will not give 
" it up, were even my father alive." 

• Upon tHs, they disputed violently in wordi, and 
a serious quarrel ensued, and they abused each other 
most virulently. The Arabs assembled round them, 
but Cais was unable to contend with Rebia and bis 
Arabs, for be was alone. So be calmed tbem with 
his words, whilst the &mlly of Zeead laughed at 
him. Away, O Cais, said Amarah, to your family ; 
we will restore it to you, but should it happen that 
ve do not return it, send to us your champtm An- 
tar, son of Shedad; let him come here and rescue 
it fnHn these horsemen. 

Cais, being now aware they only sought to quarrel 
and provoke bim, mounted his camel and returned 
home. He hastened to his wife, Rebia's dau^ter, 
and said to her, If I aband<m my coat of mwl to 
your father, all the Arabs will accuse me of imbe- 
cility over the deserts and the wastes, and will re- 
• lUi qiurrd ii tn UMoriol bet 
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duce me to infamy and disgrace. O my father, cried 
his daughter Jemanali (and- she was the most beau- 
tiful of the daughters of AraUa; she could even 
ccHopoEe poeb'y, so diat she was quite a proverb), I 
will restore to you your coat of mail, for my grand- 
father Rebia is very fond of me. Do so, Je- 
manah, said her father, do what you please. 

Upon this she mounted her camel, and taking a 
akTe with her, die went to the valley of Ynmoor, 
«4tere, as she entered ^e tent of her grandfather, 
he stood up to rec^e her, and saluting her, treated 
her with the greatest kindness, saying, What has 
brought thee luther, O Jemanah P I am come, re- 
plied she, on account of my father's coat of mail. 
Here I am ; send me not back chsappointed, for I 
am thy favourite. Yes, sud Rehia, in his wily man- 
ner, when I have fought Ehalid with it, I will return 
It to him. Jemanah, perceiving that he would per- 
sist in his obstinacy, thus addressed him : 

" My father will not permit that Iris coat of mul 
" should be purloined from him, and my graod- 
" lather consents to purlom the coat of mail from 
" my father. Myfather'sjudgm^it is the judgment 
" of a prudent and cautious man ; bat the conduct 
" cif my grandfather is the conduct of an opjwessor 
" and a tyrant. The son of Zoheir wUl not give up 
" )hs coat of mail, neither will the son <£ Zeead yield 
'* to salutary counsel. O •Cais, this coat of m»l waB 
" left with thee, as an act of generodity,'for the bat- 
" tie that turns in&nts gr^ : so I fear that Anttu*, 
" who plutigea into the h<H^e.dust, will not yield 4%." 



ciq mod t, Google 



ARTjIR'S FURt AT TBIB PRAUD. VJ 

Ab BOon as Jemotiah had finit^ed she d^wrted, 
aod repaired to her fath«. May Gkid be vith the^ 
O my fath^ I siud Ae : if it be posable for thee to 
reagn the coat of mail, ^ve it up ; for now that he 
has denied me, be will re^gn it to no one. And if 
thou dost dispute with him, he inll dispute with ' 
thee ; and if thou vriH £ght with him, he will ti^t 
inth thee : thus wiU the tranquillity of the tribe be 
dissolved. Ver; well, said Cais. But the n^rs soon 
spread about the dwellings of the Absians, and it 
came at last to Antar, who was exceedingly indi^ 
nant, and w«nt to King Ccas, to whom he said. How I 
hast thou been cajoled by thy enemies P and thou 
the king of the age ! and canst thou submit to such 
<£^race and infan^ P If thou art willing to have 
thy coat of mail rescued, I will soon redeem it for 
thee, ay, before tCMnorrow's dawn, were it even on 
the back of the driving clouds. I will slay that Re> 
lua, and Amarah, and the whole race of Zeead. It 
was on this very ticcoimt, said King Cais, I would 
not inform you of it. And he told him all that bad 
passed with the family of Zeead, and how Amarah 
had stud. Hie thee hence, and send us thy ohamfuon 
Antar, son of Shedad. 

Without word or comment Antar retired hoia^ 
and called out far Shiboob, who instanUy appeared. 
O son of my mother ! he cried, I wish thee to tdl 
me how I must manage, for King Cub has been 
eajoled by Bebia, and my heart is in an agony at 
the words of Amarah, for he even stud to Cais, Hie 
thee away; und ^^ thy dumpon Aqtar, to rescue 
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thy coat of mul from hence. My advice is, said 
Shiboob, that we proceed to the valley of YatDow, 
and that we hide ourselves near the tents of the 
Zeead family. No doubt some one of them will fall 
into our hands : we will take him prisoner, and 
we will not desist tormenting him, till we ransom 
him for the coat of mail of Ajijah. 

Thafsjust the thing, saidAntar; and they waited 
till evenbg, when they set out for the valley of 
Yamoor, where, lo ! they saw in front of them a 
fellow lying asleep, and before him stood a horse. 
Shiboob went dp to him, and struck him with a 
stick over die back of his head. He instantly awoke, 
and muc^ alarmed he was. Eh ! said Shiboob, who 
art thou P My lord, sud the fellow, whilst he s)Hx>k 
as if in an ague — my lord, said he, I am no hors^ 
man. I am no great man<; but I am the slave of 
the magnanimous Chief Amarah. And where is 
Amarab ? stud Shiboob. My lord, s^d he, he is 
just passed over to the tents of the Carad family, 
just to have a look at his beloved Ihla, the dau^ter 
of Malik ; and this has been his practice for a long 
time every night, and when he reaches this spot, he 
puts on my clothes, tmd disguises himself in them, 
and enters their tents. Ay ! sud Shiboob, I did 
not know a word of all this. Accursed be ye both ; 
comp, arise, strip off thy clothes, before I cut off thy 
head. 

The slave had just stripped off his clothes, when 
Antar came up, wul smote the slave with Dhami on 
the neck, and severed his head from his body. In- 
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stantly Shiboob put on the ^ve's dolhes, and laid ' 
himself down in his place, whilst Antar hid himself 
near at hand for an hour, when lo I advanced Ama- 
rah. As soon as the horse saw him, he n^hed : I 
am come to thee, thou Higher ! said Amarah, now 
that I have beheld my beloved. And he came up 
to Shiboob, thinking it was hi& slave, and struck him 
with his stick on the back of the head, saying, Get 
up, son of an accursed mother, come, strip off the 
clothe before morning overtakes us. 

So Shiboob turned about, and began rubbing his 
eyes, like one roused out of his sleep, and appeared 
as if about to take off his clothes, whilst Amarah, 
having stnpped c^his clothes, stood naked. At the 
instant, Antar sprung upon him^ and grasped him 
by the small of his .belly, and rty^ng him in his 
arm, he dashed him against the ground, and then 
turned lo upon him with a whip, till he made the 
blood start from every part of his body. In short, 
the agony of this chasUsement was go acute, that 
Amarah fainted. Shiboob came up to him and 
' bound his shoulders, and tied down his arms and 
odes, and hoisting him on the hack of his horse, 
carried him away, O Arabs, cried Amarah, cover ' 
my shame, and if yc are from a distant land, and in 
quest of property and gain, congratulate yourselves 
on your success : for I am no paltry fellow ; I am 
the Chief Amarah, son of Zcead, and my party is 
near at hand ; and if you do not sell my life for 
cattle, you will heartily repent; for my friends will 
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rescue me without ransom or goods at all. But 
Antar stood before him, and turned to again with 
. hia whip on his body, till his very liver was oa fire. 
Ay, sud be, I will redeem the coat of m^l with thee, 
wbi(^ thy brother took away. Yes ! thou saidst 
to King Cms, Hie thee away ! send us thy cham- 
[Hon Antar, son of Shedad ; let him come and re- 
deem the. coat of jnml from us here. Then indeed 
Amarah realised the dreadful Antar, and he cried 
out, Fardon, my cousin, pardon ! for that is true 
virtue ; don't, now don^ punish me, O my cousin, 
for the flippancies of the tongue ; and be sure of 
every favour you can desire. No more talk ! cried 
Antar, till we reach the tents, where I will contrive 
every variety of torjure for thee ; and they drove him 
on before them to the tents, whilst Amarah endured 
such a night, as he never experienced before, and 
when they arrived, every one being asleep, Antar 
confined Amarah at his mother's : and he appeared 
in the morning as if nothing had happened. 

In the course of the day, Rebia learnt that his 
brother was mis^ng. He wept, and so did his 
brothers, and also his mother, and his relations, and 
there was not one but smd Antar had killed him. I 
rather think, stud Rebia, that C^s'has set spies and 
SGOUts over us on account of the coat of mail of Aji- 
jah, and has seized an Arab in order to redeem it 
with him. But, by the fwth of an Arab, that's 
what ril never do. I will, however, plant spies 
over them, and every one ^at falls into my power 
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I will day : I will cany on for ever a rooted enmity 
against Cais, and I will aid the Aamiiites against 
him, that he may feel my power ; and if Antar has 
slain' Am&mh, no one will I put to death as an 
equivalent but Cais himself, tliat he may know that 
one like me Tvill not sacrifice his retaliation for him. 

Soon the account of the disappearance of Ama- 
rah became pubUc ; it was also reported to King 
Cais, that Retna accused him of the deed, and that 
be had stationed spies and scouts over them, that 
should he be able to sme any one, he might kill 
him. By the faith of an Atab, stud C^s, Rebia lies 
in what he says; iuid as to Amarah, he has nO 
enemy but Antar ; and Antar has never been absent 
from the tents. Moreover, I cannot believe hewould 
put him to death, for his mercy is ever superior to 
his wrath. He has overcome him a thousand times, 
and has never attempted to murder him ; there need 
be no alarm on that score, he will certainly re-ap- 
pear:. never let it be s^d, that my cousins are be- 
come my enemies, though I am of opinion, we should 
be on our guard ag^nst them. 

Thus he recommended the busdness to his brothers. 
60 out by turns, stud he to them, and protect the 
pastures, otherwise Rebia may suddenly surprise us. 
So Mahk every day went out on horseback with the 
cattle, taking wi^ him a body of men, and when 
Antar understood this, said he to Shilwob, Eh ! son 
of my mother, it appears King Cais then is afnud of 
Rebia, and he thinks he will j(un the ttibe of Aamir 
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agaiDSt him. But as he will not permit me to act 
agunst him, what I wish of you is, to go out every 
day to the pastures, and if you tee Rebis, or any 
one of his family, advance, hasten tome with the 
news, that I may show you what I will do. Shi< 
boob acquiesced, and went every day to the pastures, 
concealing himself where no one could see him. 

After this, Antar vimted Prince Malik, and im- 
parted to him all about Amarah ; that he was suf- 
fering torments with him, and was almost dead, and 
he wants to ransom himself for the £oat of mail, but 
don't believe him ; and I have not yet punished him 
enough, O AbofJfawaris, said Prince Malik, over- 
joyed, kill him whilst the busness is a secret O 
my lord, s^d Antar, I have never killed one of the 
tribe, and should the circumstance reach your bro- 
ther C^, that I have exercised my power agiunst 
his cousin, as long as he lives, he will never be re- 
Gondled tome. 

'Phus passed three or four days, when lo ! shouts 
arose irom the pastures. Antar was dtting in his 
tent, when behold Shiboob entered j Arise, my 
brother, he cried ; come to your friend Prince Ma- 
lik, or Rebia will slay him ; he has surprised him 
in the pastures, with seventy horsemen of bb family. 
The moment Antar heard this, the light became 
darkness in his eyes ; he roared and bellowed, and 
tprung off the ground on the back of Abjer, and 
set out for the pastures, Shiboob gtnng on before. 
He stared about for hi^ fri«id Malik, and seeii^ 
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him hemmed in with the horse of the family of 
Zeeai, and almost overpowered, he shouted — the 
earth and the barren waste trembled, and the horse- 
men shrunk back from the contest. How came this 
dsemon here ? cried Kebia, and he predpitated him- 
self from the sand-mound, and penetrating the dust, 
wished to attack the dreadful Antar, when lo ! his 
brother Anb appeared, bent double over his saddle, 
whimpering out. This shepherd-slave has broken my 
ribs, (for Antar bad, indeed, with the butt end of his 
spear, broken his ribs, and had yeUed at him, so he 
wheeled off inflight, feariul of death). 
. Kebia slackened bis bridle and shouted out to lus 
friends ; when lo ! some rushed, disordered in fl^ht, 
from beneath the dust : alarmed at death anddestruc' 
tion, they fell back on' thar rear, and the fu^tivee 
were followed by their comrades. Kebia also re- 
treated. But Antar cast big eyes at him, and beheld 
the coat of mail of Ajijah. Whither wouldst thou, 
O RebiaP cried he, and immediat^y he was up 
with him, and shouted at him ; every limb of him 
quaked; he pierced his horse through a tendor 
part, and the animal stumbled and threw bim off; 
he endeavoured to rise up, but he tottered and fell 
with the weight of the Ajijah coat of mail. Antar 
drew forth Dhami irom the scabbard, and was in the 
act of extendmg his arm. Hold I O my cousin, cried 
Retxa, pardon !- for that is the true genero^ty o£ 
nature ; you are our couun, and the reliever of our 
siHTowB. May Gk)d, said Antar, make thee die and 
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let thee not live, for never dost thou name mecouun, 
but when thou art under the sciniitar's edge. In 
the feasts and entertiunments I am still the slave, 
the carrion bom I Strip off that coat of mtul, or Fll 
strike cff thy head with this sword, by the life <^ 
the eyes of Ibia, to me the most binding of oaths. 
Rebia instantly obeyed ; he pulled off the coat of 
mail, and delivered it to him, and then fled in haste 
away, scarcely crediting his escape from death. Thus 
Antar accomplished his hopes %nd wishes, and taking 
the coat of mail with him, he returned to Prince 
Malik ; and, as they were retiring, King Cais came 
forward with a numerous body of Ab^ans; for, 
having beard the carcumstance from some shepherds, 
he instantly mounted, alarmed for Malik. Sedog 
him safe and well, be inquired what bad happened ; 
be told him what Antar had done to the family of 
Zeead ; bow he bad redeemed the coat of mul and 
the cattle. After which, Antar presented him the 
coat of mul, for which Cais thanked him, and they 
returned to the tents, rejoicing in their success. As 
to Rebia, he retreated, routed and discomfited on 
all sides, and sought his tents and habitations ; and 
when he considered himself secure, he collected his 
companions and rebuked them, saying, My cousins, 
you indeed f^ed to md me at the very movent I 
needed you most O Rebia, said they, what dost 
thou de^re of us ? Dost wish us to figbt agfunst 
our couuns, and raise hostilities agunst our king ? 
Many of them are the husbands of our dau^ters 
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and our asters. Has it not sadafied thee, th&t we 
have followed thee to this place, but thou must urge 
us to contend iQ battle against those who are the 
dearest of human beings to us P In this ptHQt never 
will we obey thee. If such is your reeolution, said 
Bebia, return to your families, tor I can do very 
well without you ; and he ctdled out to his brothers, 
and ordered them to depart for the tribe of Fazarah, 
As soon as Hadifah heard of lib arrival, be w«it 
forth to meet him, and received him honourably, 
saluting him, and oongratulatiiig him, and accom- 
modating him with a portion of ground, wide and 
extensive, and inquired his reason for quitting the 
tribe of Abs. Kebia told him what had passed, and 
what he had suffered at the loss of Amarah- Your 
settlement, said Hadifah, in the valley c^ Yaamoor^ 
was not judicious; had you come to us, we would 
have exerted our utmost in league with you. - But 
as to your brother Amarah, it must be all owing to 
Antar, son of Shedad. O diief, said Rebia, our 
misfortunes always proceed from that des[Hcable 
slave, and we have no other enemy buthim. I must 
indeed contrive his death, were my life to be annihi- 
lated, and all my brothers to be slain. That ni^t 
came back Amatab, and he wa^ in a most deplorable 
wretch^ pligli^ tiled over with filtl^ and ordure. 
And when he told his brothers all the horrM^ he had 
endured, they were in utter dismay, and greatly 
augmented was th^ rage and indignation agaimt 
Antar, the lion t^irrior. O my son, said his moUier> 
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wHl you never relinquish your Btubbom violence oti 
account of Ibla and Antar ? Are you not satisfied 
with the calamities and misfortunes that have already 
befallen you ? O my mother, by your dear life, said 
he, death itself would be more tolerable to me, than 
what I have endured these days. I have expe- 
rienced tortures from Antar, in my life, I never 
felt such- from all the Arabs. Wiut patiently for 
us, my fine fellow, said Rebia, that we may open a 
door for the destruction of Antar. Thus Rebia 
remained, , consulting some plan, till the news of , 
Ehalid's departure on his expedition reached him, 
and that be had thrown himself on Direed, son of 
Samah, who had sent with bim his brother AbdaUah, 
with twenty thousand horsemen, and that the vbdi 
of the army of tbe Aamirites, when complete, would 
(unount to forty thousand men, twenty thousand of 
which would march agiunst the tribe of Abs, and 
twenty thousand, under the command of Abdallah, 
would maA:h to attack the tribe of Fazarah. Hadi- 
fah was confounded and bewildered, and sent for 
Rebia, to consult with bim ; but they told him he 
was absent, and that, a short time ago, he had taken 
%way Ins brothers, with forty slaves, and had pro- 
ceeded to destroy Antar. Oh ! what will become of 
us ? he excliui^ed ; What willbecome of Rebia/mdhJs 
brothers? Andhe sent to request assistance of Harith, 
son of Zalim, and the horsemen of the tribe of 
Marab. Tht news also reached King Cats and the 
AlmuiE. He was astounded and stupefied, and- 
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assembling the chiefs, told them of Khalid, and the 
.Aamirites, and Abdallab, Direed^s brother, and 
asking for Aatar, they told him he was absent. 
King Cais sent to procure intelligence of his mother, 
who said to the messenger, a crier cried out to him 
in the night, and with him he departed. On hearing 
this, King Cms was unable to distinguish light from 
darkness. Truly, Antar, he cried, has disappeared 
at the moment be was most required ; and be ccm- 
eulted vitii the Absians about what he should do. 
Comfort your heart and brighten your eye, king, 
said they, for by the faith of an Arab, we must fight 
for you, till by our acts we have settled your afEairs 
to your sadsfactioii, and we will not die but in the 
presence rf our famines and our wives. My wish, 
couun% said King Cais, is to send to the tribe of 
Fozarah, and to ask them to come to us, that we 
may be a united force against our foes. My opinion, 
said bis brotlier Malik, is, that you be not cajoled 
by them any more ; ask no aid of them, for Kebia 
. b with tbem. So, my brother, stand staunch for 
your dignity, and let not your honour and reputation 
be sacrificed. However, they agreed to send a 
messenger to Hadifah ; he departed for the tribe of 
'Fazarah, where Hadifah was anxiously expecting 
therdumofRebia, much terrified at the treacheries 
of fortune. In a short time came Rebia, and his 
Iffother Amarah, and some more of his brothers ; 
but as to his daves, not one of them, black or white, 
aoccmipanied them. He had entered the tents by 
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night, iad the next day he went to Hadifah and 
saluted him. Hadifah inquired about his absence. 
chief, said he, I have slain Antar, but with him 
were forty of my slaves killed. Relna, cried 
Hadifah, much rejtnced at Antar's death, a man, 
vhen he is engaged in the destructioH of his foe, 
must expend his property, great as it may be. The 
reason of this was, that when Hebia repaired to 
Hadifah, and was joined by Amarah, who told him 
what he had suffered, he consoled bis brother's 
heart, and remuned quiet till the next day, when 
he took away his brother, and forty slaves, and 
repEured with them to the land of the Absians, where 
he halted in a valley, and concealing himself, he sent 
a horseman to Antar to supplicate his assistance, and 
to conduct him to the valley. The horseman pro- 
ceeded till he came nigh to the tenta of Antar, when 
he cried out, O Chief Antar, I am a suppliant for 
thy assistance. Antar instantly ordered Shiboob to 
prepare Abjer; he brought him out tutted and 
bridled. Antar s[Hiing from the ground, on his back, 
and took Shiboob before him, and followed the 
horseman, who had begged his protection ; and he 
did not discontinue following him, till he was far 
from the tents. As to the noble Arabs in those days, 
when any one demanded their protection, no one 
ever inquired what was the matter; for if he asked 
any. questions, it would be said of him that he was 
afraid. The poets c^ those days have thus described 
them in verse : 
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" They rise, vhen any one in fear calls out to 
" them, and they haste before asking any questions ; 
" they mdhim ag^nst his eoemies that seek hislUe, 
** and they return honoured to their families." 

Poets have also thus mfflitioned those who do 
make inquiries of him who asks their protection : 

'* They dispute about the protection on frivolous 
" pretences, and they lengthen out the conversation . 
" in questions, and when a suppBont calls out to 
" them in the desert, they snore, or else make them- 
" selves acquainted, with the bu^ness." 

When Antar was at some distance from the tents, 

young Arab, he cried, console thy heart, and 
brighten thine eye, but tell me now what is the 
matter, for were thine ebemyChosroe, I would make 
his balcony totter ; if it be the Roman Emperor, I 
will slay his warriors. O. Aboolfawaris, rephed the 
man, sb^ping, I am of the tribe of Shiban, and with 
me were my wife and my daughter ; I was on a visit to 
one of my brothers, and when my visit was concluded, 

1 was on my way home ; and on reaching your 
waters, twenty horsemen rushed out upon me ; they 
wounded me, and took captives my wife and dau^- 
ter. I ded, as you see ; and when I heard of your 
name, and that you were noble and generous, I 
came to yon, and I begged your protection, March 
on forwards, sud Antar, [Mtying him from hb heart; 
console thy mind, dispel thy fear and alarm. The 
horseman continued to gallop on ahead of Antar, 
till he conducted him to the valley, where Relua had 



ciq mod t, Google 



drawn ropes among the trees for Antar's horse ; and 
when Antar was in the middle of the valley, Rebia's 
slaves rushed upon him, crying out, Where art thou 
now ? Vile slave, how wilt thou escape hence ? The 
light became dark in Antar^s eyes, hut he galloped 
towards the fellow who had be^ed hb protection, 
and pierced him through the chest with his spear, 
and drove it quivering' out through his back; he 
shouted at his foe; he attacked, and bounded away 
on his horse. But his horse being entangled among 
the cords that Rebia bad fastened, Antar dismount- 
ing &om Abjer, and grasping Dhami in his right, 
and his shield in his left hand, fou^t on foot As 
soon as Shiboob saw this dreadful disaster, and his 
brother's awkward Htuation, he felt assured some 
stratagem had been contrived against him, so he 
drew forth his dagger and killed four of the slaves, 
and Antar slew ten. But they multipliecj upon him, 
shouting and throwing stones at him, and bellowing 
at him, till they nearly destroyed him ; his limbs 
were unnerved, and he felt his calamity, when lo ! 
another stone fell between his shoulders, and threw 
him at his full length on the ground. Rebia''s slaves 
pounced upon him, and bound him with cords, and 
tied down bis arms and sides; they s^zed hold 
of Shiboob, and bound his arms also with ropes. 
Bring him to us at the divifdon of the road, cried 
ReUa, that we may play with our swords through 
ih&t bodies. Antar recc^^ed Hebia, and die 
desfocable Amarah. Verily, O Rebia, said Antar, 
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thou hast contrived well ; this is a masterly plot 
indeed. But whilst they were in this state, lo ! a 
dust arose, and there appeared five hundred horse- 
men in armour. Go thou to Antar, cned Rebia, to 
Anoarah, as the dust approached, whilst I kill Shi- 
boob; thenlct usbeo£f,ordeath willcomeuponus. 
Amarah assented, and galloping up to Antar, drew 
his sword with his left hand. Antar was tied on the 
back of Abjer ; Amarah lifted up his hand to strike 
him ; but just as be heaved up his arm with bis 
sword, Abjer started under Antar, and sprung forth 
like a flash of lightning, and made towards the horses 
that were advandng towards them, fer he had been 
trfuned by his master, whenever he saw a troop of 
horse, to seek it, before they could seek him. Fly, 
O noble fellow, fly, roared out Rebia, or death and 
perdition will overtake us. Shiboob was dragged 
along by a slave, but as soon as he saw his brother, 
and how Abjer had started away beneath him, he 
disengaged himself from the hands of the slave who 
led him, and followed hiybrother Antar, that he 
mig^t know all the evil he had suff^^. As to 
Rebia, he fled, followed by his brothers. The troop 
of horse, assaulted the remtunder of the slaves, and 
toB^g them upon their spears, stretched them dead 
upon the ground. They afterwards surrounded 
Antat in the barren desert. Now Uiese horsemen 
were Arabs of the tribe of Ehoohra, and their chief 
was a warrior, named Moshajaa, son of Hosan, and 
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be was one of the famed haughty tyrants, and cele- 
brated knights of the age. As soon as he sav 
Antar, he recognized him, and cried out to his 
comrade warriors, my cousins, slay not this de- 
Tooring hero ; for this hero is called Antar, son of 
Shedad. I know that our King Safwan has a re- 
taliAtion against him, for he killed two of his sons ; - 
and it is my c^inion that we should take him away, 
and go with him to our dwellings: there casting 
him into fetters and chains, let us proceed to our 
King Safwan, and receive from him an immense 
reward in cattle, in exchange for this lion Antar. 
As they assented to his adi^ce, they took Antar 
and Sbiboob, and set out on then way home. 

Now Rebia and Amarah, as they fled, turned 
behind to look at the tribe of Khoolan ; and per- 
c^ving that they had surrounded Antar and Shi- 
boob, and had drawn their swords upon them, 
they ima^ned they had s\aln them ; so they eagerly 
pursued their way till they reached the land of 
Fazarah and jcuned Hadifah, to whose inquiries 
about their absence they related what we haVe 
already stated. Hadifah was in ecstasies of joy, 
and thought Antar must be sl^n, and his limbs cut 
in pieces. 

In the mean time, the tribe of Khoolan travelled 
with speed till they reached their own country, 
where they cast Antar and Shiboob into chuns, 
and stationed a guard <^ slaves over them. But 
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Moshajaa, with a party of his tribe, repured to 
King Safwan, to give him the good tidings of the 
fall of Aotar, the conquering warrior. 

The very day that Retna arrived, and felicitated 
Hadifah on the death of Antar, came also King 
Cais's .messenger to order Hadifah to march to the 
land of Shoorebah and Mount Saadi, that they 
might all form an united force. But when be con- 
sulted with Rebia upon this subject, No, Chief 
Hadi&h, s^d he, let Cus and the tribe of Abs 
settle with thar foes aa they like ; for thb once we 
are stronger than they. Caia has now lost Antar : 
let the enemy kill him, and make him drink of the 
cup of death and misery. Hadifah accordingly 
sent back the messenger disappointed, saying. Tell 
Ctus to arrange his own matters as he can, he and 
the champion of his country, Antar, son of Shedad ; 
fr»* never shall there be any hostile ihspute between 
us and the tribe of Aamir. The messenger returned 
to Cus, and told him what Hadifah had said ; an 
which Caia, feeBng the truth of his brother Malik's 
advice, assembled the tribe of Abs, and ordered 
them to prepare for battle, for be had heard that 
Khalid was in the neighbourhood. They obeyed, 
and prepared that very day. King Cais then sent 
for the tribe of Ghitfan, who came the next day, 
with Hatal, son of Antar's sister, and four thousand 
horsemen, all spear-armed heroes. 

In three days the Absians and Ghiftanians were 
equipped, to the number of eight thousand horse- 
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raea, all in coats of mail and in 'armour. My 
couans, eaid Xing Cais, I am of opinion we should 
march and meet the Aamiritcs in the road, before 
they reach our lands. They assented, and set out 
to meet the tribe of Aamir ; and when their whole 
army was complete, it amounted to seven thousand 
men, as one thousand were left to protect the cattle 
and families. Thus they continued their journey 
till evening, when King Cais alighted : Now, said 
he to his couMng, I think we ought not to separate 
beyond this distance from our wives ; otherwise we 
may have cause to fear for them on aconint of the 
enemy. There they remained till morning, when 
behold [ the horses' fronts burst upon them. This 
was a trOop of the tribe of Aamir ; the bickering 
sdmitai^ and Semherian spears glittered. Shouts 
arose, and the horsemen were eager for the fight 
and contest The Absians called out in their pa- 
tronymics ; the spears were interwoven one within' 
tlie other; the crowds pressed on violently; the 
rush of the combatants was terrific, and the behests 
of fiite and destiny descended upon them. Rise to 
lumB ! to arms ! cried Ebalid. The Brandisher of 
Swords exhibited his activity beneath the dust ; the 
cleaving sabres were at work ; and the clefl skulls 
were hewn off. It was a day of dreadful portent, 
and the Ab^ans felt not secure till the light fled, 
and the night came on in darkness, when they 
retired from the army that had thus surprised 
them ; and they saw tribes, the like of wbich they 
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had never seen in all tbea lives. Now, eidd King 
Cais to lus people, let us return to our wives ; it 
will be the most expetUent measure, for I fear some 
of these tribes may invade our homes, and de- 
vastate our dwellings. We have no^ng to do but 
to march before the darkness passes away ; .for this 
is indeed ao event of fste, and our affairs are in a 
dreadful condition. 

They arose accordingly by ni^t, and set out for 
their own tents. The enemy was soon aware of it. 
Khalid gave a shout, and they were all in move* 
ment by dawn. The Absians reached their dwelU 
ings, and the women shrieked in excess of fear and 
t^Tor ; and when they saw the Absian army return, 
' their screams of woe and distress increased, and 
became still louder, alarmed as they were at dis- 
honour and in&my. In an hour the action a>ni< 
menced; heads were scattered about; the party 
was panic-struck, and their rapacious designs were 
frustrated. The women screamed out to the lion- 
varriors, and Ibla beat her sides and wept. All 
the maidens of the tribe assembled like full moons ; 
they uncovered their faces, and let their hair floi* 
dishevelled; they cried out, and exciting them to 
the contest, they exclaimed, O cousins, where is the 
valiant warrior ? where is he who would protect the 
women on such a day as this ? Then Gheshm, son 
of Malik, attacked and performed dreadful deedk 
Th^ continued in this state till evening came on, 
and the two armies were separated from each other. 
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The Abnons were discoDoilted that day, for two 
hundred of that most renowned warriors were 
dab. On that ni^t the wiulings of the children, 
and the screams of the wom^i and men, increased ; 
and shrill abore the rest rose the shrieks of Ibla, 
for the loss of Antar, the undaunted hao, Cais 
himself rem^ed in the greatest afflicdon. As to 
the tribe of Fazarah, their condition was similar to 
that of the Ab^ans ; for Abdallah, the brother of 
Direed, assaulted them with twenty thousand horse- 
men, and rushed upon them irom all ^des. The 
Fazareana engaged them till they were near death 
uid extinction; and had not Harith, the son of 
Zalim, been with them, they would have been <^t 
up and destroyed ; for one noble Knight, when he 
was with a weak parly, could defend it, and steadied 
it against the enemy, fiebia, too, fought with his 
iMvtbers firmly and resolutely, though he was also 
anxious that Cais^s inability should be proved ; f<ff 
he knew well Antar was not present in the en- 



But the tribe of Abs continued to fight with the 
Aamirites for three days ; on the fourth day the foe 
routed them in the tents, and possessed themselves 
of th^ foimtmns and waters, having completely 
overpowered them with superior numbers. Good 
fortune and fear previuled alternately; heroes ex- 
posed their byes to death, for they saw no rescue 
from destruction ; the armies of Aamir thronged 
upon them like the foaming billows of the ocean, . 
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driving; them out of their dwellings. The Abuahs 
fortified tJiemselves on ' the sandhills and Mount 
Saadi. O m; cousins, said King Cub, let us 
lengthen out the battle with the foe ; perhaps one 
of the heroes of Hijaz may still' come to our md : 
Bo they acted in conformity with his commands. 
J3ut the one who that day was the chief victor over 
the Absians was the Braadisher of Spears ; he had 
taken £fty Iwave horsemen prisoners, besides those 
be had wounded and slain. The army was pro^ 
tected by his intrepidil^, and Ehalid gloried in bis 
exploits. The last that cb^enged the Brandisher 
of Spears was the Chief Shedad ; and as he was on 
the mcNmtmn tdde be remembered his son Antar, 
and thus he mourned bia death : 

" Was it seen what arrow of all the arrows 
*< of calamity pierced thee, thou son of the noble 
" and generous P Who was the wamor whose arm 
** could strike thee, and thy arm so irreastible in 
" its blows among the horsemen ? Art thou to be 
" seen deiuD, laid low on the ground ? Shall the 
" wild beasts of the desert prowl about tbee on all 
" sides P In truth, the tribe has lost in thee a 
" Kn^ht equal to a host of foot or of horse. Thou 
" couldst repulse the troopers, and, eager as they 
" were, they were deprived of th^r warriors on 
" the day of trial. my son, rince thy absence 
" from us, the hostile troops have invaded us, like 
" giant sea-monsters. Oceans have encompassed 
. ** us, Tiding in furious waves c£ the bitterness of 
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" E^ears and two-edged scimitars. Our heroes have 
"^ faUen into the power of the enemy, and our wo- 
" men mourn in fear of death. We are enthralled ' 
." by horrors, and our maidens are in despair, fearful 
'" of captivity. Oson of the noble and generous! 
** Ibla calls on thee from her ulcered heart, and 
" weeps in torments of tears. Here I am come 
'* forth this day ; I will expose my Ufe, and, aware 
" of the catastrophe, I encounter the heroes; for 
" perhaps thou mayst still join us, and we still sur- 
'* vive by thy perseverance, thou protector of the 
*' wives of thy friends !" 

When Shedad had finished, the Absian women 
shouted to encourage him to the fight and combat 
Shedad descended, and his back was bent double 
with his great age, for he was like an ancient eagle. 
Who art thou, O Sheikh, cried the Brandisher of 
Spears, thus eagerly moving towards death, and 
drawing along the bridle of annihilatjon ? Gheshm, 
replied he, dost thou not know me, that I am one of 
the illustrious warriors ? IamShedad,sonof Carad. 
I am a knight, the soul of the day of battle and com-- 
bat ! I am the father of Antar, the destroyer of the 
stoutest tyrants ! Thou art a puallanimous wretch, 
continued the other; and immediately assuled him. 
Shedad encountered him, and there ensued so fierce 
a contest and combat that the noblest warriors Were 
astonished at its ftuy. Their long spears were shat- 
tered in their hands; they both disappeared from 
the ngbt^ and were veiled from the eyes of the spec- 
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tstors ; agtun they exhibited in the contest ^e most 
skilful manceuvrefi, and the bravest were aghast at 
their deeds. They continued in this state tall fatigue 
fell on the fingers of Shedad, fqr he was no match 
for Gheshm in feats of arms ; and when the Bran- 
disher of Spears saw this he assaulted him hke a 
lion, and clung to the rings of his coat of mail and 
corsle^ and draped him off his horde''s back, dash- 
ing him on the grouodj his coudns tied down his 
shoulders, and bound him by the arms and sides. 
Now rose their shouts still louder at the captivity of 
Shedad, and their exertions fuled, feeling certain of 
death and perdition. The Brandisher of Spears 
again returned to the skirts of Mount Saadi ; Hola ! 
tribe of Ahs, he exclaimed, come forth, if there be 
any more of ye remaining; if not, surrender; for s 
surrender is your only resource. At hearing this, 
the Ah^ans were more futiausly enraged. my 
couans, cried Cais, there is no means of escapng 
death in the presence of these Arabs; and he re- 
solved on the attack, but Nazih prevented him, and 
wished himself to challenge the Brandisher of Spears. 
Oorwah anticipated him, and as he recollected his 
friend Antar, his tears flowed ; he hasted on, ex- 
d^ming, O champion of Abs, may God not divide 
firom us thy stirrup i and may thy fiiends be never 
abandoned by thee! And he thus mourned the death 
f£ his fiirad Antar in these verses : 

" The foul wretches have ]n«vmled, O Aboolfa- 
" waris, now thou art absent fix>m the land of the 



ciq mod t, Google 



" tame fkmi. The Arabs have surrounded oat 
** country, and they charge our heroes Uke fiends. 
*' The tribe fau tost in thee a knight, who used to 
" encounter our foes, smilmg and unruffled. Thou 
*• wert our guardian, O champion of Absl when 
" every defender and protector failed us. Now thou 
" art gone. Ire are ruined and l<Mt; our suppcats 
" have ^ven way, and every one that sat down has 
" risen up to appose us. How many w(«nen bewail 
" thee with eyeballs swimming in tears; and from 
" eyelids that never slumber ! How many of our 
'* warriors have been captured ! and how many lie 
" dead among the devastated halntations ! Th^re is 
" no chamjMon for the daughter of Malik, now 
" thou art gone, thou disgracer of hwsemen ! Who 
" now can encounter calamities, now thou art gon^ 
" or wear off the rust in the day of terrors ? May 
" God moisten the tomb where thou best with 
" the dew of the clouds, charged with never-futing 
** showers !" . 

When Oorwah had finished, he rushed upon the 
j^fuadisher of Spears, and galloped beneath the 
&ickemng dust: there ensued a combat betwem 
tbem that made heroes shudder, and confounded 
the most resolute warriors. They continued in that 
state tin their spears were diivered in their hands, 
and their souls were near expiring. Ocvwah was a 
brave knight, and an undaunted man charms, but 
in prowess he was no match ftnr the Brandisher of 
^lears; so fadgiie fell on the bands of OcMTwab, 
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wliich hb antagonist percMving, rushed at him^ and 
hemmed bim in, and graspmg him by the nogs of 
his coat, of nuu], be clung to bim, and took hiili pri- ' 
soner, and drag^ng him along, miserable and ab- 
ject, he delivered him orer to his pec^l^ who 
jaiuMied and secured htm. Oorvah bang tal[en> 
the Abeians gave up all for lost. . Siag Caie threw 
his casque off his head, and cried out to his tribe 
and his comrades, O my cou^os, aftd- this there is 
no hope, no resource ! th^ word against iis b 
blood. They have vanquished us, and I well knov 
they will not suffer one .of ub to live, not a bkck of 
a white. Let those who feel asl do^doasldo} 
and those that fear death retire to the mtr t tot our 
women are diahonoared, and the blood of our men 
is shed. Our horsanen are overcome, and out 
cbampicm b lost : there b nothing leSi to protect tit, 
or defend our wives, but the blades of our swords 
aud the barbs of our spears. Thus saying, he gal- 
loped down &om the sand-hills and Mount Saadif 
surrounded by Ms brothers and warriorB, and those 
who stood by him on all.impcfftant occa^ons; and 
when they came to the spot ihey bent th^ heads 
over th^ saddle-bows, and in one unirersal shoai 
eKcymed, O by.Abs! O by AdnanI and tliej 
poured down on the Aamintea like a tcneot of nun. 
Mow, ray couMds, come on ! exclfunled Kbalid, ad 
ha marked them. See these fellowB I they scord 
1%. Tear out thar 9<m^; iej<nce la the capture 
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of their womenj and beautiful mudens, and the 
plunder of their abundant cattle. Then the armies 
and the troops assaulted, and made at the Absians 
in aU directions, and assailed them with swords, and 
spear^ and pcnnted lances. The plain was choked 
up ; the assodated .heroes rushed on ; horsemm 
were exhausted ; the two forces were mixed promis- 
cuously; the steeds danced to the sound of the 
lutes ; blood streamed frcnn the bodies ; they per- 
asted in these dangers and perils till midday, what 
the Abcaans were nearly destroyed, and ^tinguished, 
and extirpated; the women ciied out to the Lord 
of Heaven; blood flowed; protectorti and de- 
lenders were diminished ; ewstence was annihilated ; 
the Ab^ans were lost amongst those armies and 
troops, and dustr^Jouds hke an extended <»iiopy. 
There was not one but exposed himself to every 
disaster, and courted death in the midst <^ the 
tumults; the pl^s appeared before them like 
mountains; the black dust ascended over them in 
columns, and they were clothed in garments of 
blood. Such was their perilous utuation, they were 
nearly destroyed, and had resolved on flight, when 
lo! a d^st arose, and closed up every passage of the 
country. It was not long ere the dust opened: 
there was seen the glitt^ of corslets, and the waving 
brilliancy of hehns, and innumerable horsemen, 
headed by a black knight, on a black steed, who 
browed out. Ignoble dastards ! I am Antar, son 
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of Shedad ; quit these women and cbildroi : and he 
instantly attacked the Aamirites, like a devouring 
lion, accompanied by his wamor-&ieiids. In an in- 
stant the enemy was repulsed, and the twenty thou- 
sand were routed nght and left. The cause of the 
release of Antar irom captivity, and his amval with 
the horsemen, was as fijllows. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

When Antar fell a prisoner into the hands of the 
tribe of KhoolaD, they took him to th^ own 
country, where Moshajaa confined him between four 
iron stakes, and stationed over him a party of slaveft, 
saying to his comptuiions, My cousins, ^is will we 
continue to do until we receive from our msster the 
reward of our pains, and then we wiU deliver him 
up to him, that he may do what he pleases with 
him. And he instantly set out to King Safwan to 
congratulate him on the fall of Antar. But the 
women of the tribe of Khoolan having heard Aq~ 
tar's story, and learnt his punishment, and having 
marked the immensity of his bulk, and the horror 
of his form, went to look at him ; but the last that 
entered was a very old woman, a stranger in that 
land, and as soon as she saw Antar she lecognised 
him. She threw herself at his feet and kissed them, 
saying, May this accident be thecauseof joy tome, 
Aboolfawaris ! How is it that the nocturnal wan- 
derers of evil have surprised you, and cast you into 
prison and infamy F The women, on hearing these 
words, and se^g h^ kiss Antar'a feet, were much 
astonished. Old woman, said Moshajaa's wife, who 
is this black slave, that you kiss his feet? May 
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'God be with you, nohle ladies, said she, call bim 
not a black slave. By the faith of noble Arabsj 
m^ of truth, and honour, there is not on the face 
of the earth a braver man than this great warrior ; 
nor among the Arab chiefs, or the niost illustrious 
jmnces, is there one whose munificence is roore un- 
bounded, or whose benevolence is more exalted. As 
to his courage, stud the women, we have heard of 
it; it was clear and evident: but what bast thou 
Bcen of his generosity, that thou shouldst thus praise 
him ? . I will tell you, said she, and I will relate an 
instance of bis liberality. You all know my son ; 
well ! once on a time he surprised some she camels 
belonging to this young man, and took away about 
a thousand of them ; but as he was returning home 
to be married to one t£ his cou^s (it was bis in- 
tention to make these camels her marriage dower], 
this man, black in skin, but fmr in deeds and qua- 
hdes, overtook him, and rescued hia camel% and 
took my son prisoner, and went away with turn to 
the tribe of Abs ; and just as he was going to put 
him to death, he asked my son about his rituatioa 
in life, and his Arab descent, and on what account 
he had plundered hia camels. So my son told him 
he was in love with his cousin, and that it was cnly 
on her account he had seized the cattle. Upon this, 
he ran towards him, and released him, and gave him 
the thousand camels which he had plundered, and 
presented him, ora and above, three hundred mOrs, 
saying, When the pvperty you have now in hand 
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fmk come hither to me. My son returned delighted 
and happy ; and soon after married his couain, and 
all his soTTows were removed. And now we are 
liring under the tad of God and this youth, and 
there is not a tribe in the desert but is senrible of 
his liberality. The women being much astonished 
at the narrative of the old woman concemiog An- 
tar's generosity and benevolence, greatly extolled 
and honoured him, and then quitted him. They 
reposed in peace that night, hut the next morning 
the tribe was invaded by a predatory party of horse, 
con^sting of five hundred horsemen, all in coats of 
mail, and clothed in armour, with a warrior of the 
haughty tyrants of Arabia, called Mobadir. These 
warriors and horsemen rushed upon the tribe of 
Kboolan, whilst Mobadir cried out in a loud voice, - 
O Mavia, for such a day as this have I been 
anxiously wmting on thy account ; and he rushed for- 
ward at the head of his heroes, poundng down like 
the rush of a torrent He attacked the tents, and 
lm>uglit down captivity among the dwellings. The 
cause of his arrival was this : he had long demanded 
in marriage the daughter of the chief of the tribe, 
who would not consent to marry her to him ; bo he 
watched her father, tiU having beard that h« was 
gone to King Safwan, he collected these heroes and 
horsemen, and came to s^e her as his captive from 
beneath ^e glittering sabres. When the women 
were awase of this event, they trembled at captivity 
and infamy; screams and shriek? arose; but the 
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most dreadful calamity was in the dwellings of Mb- 
sbajas, for they had invaded it by force, and sur- 
rounded it vitli misery. There stood Mavia ex- 
diuming, Alas ! alas ! captivity ! Alas ! alas ! 
separation from home ! This day tlie foe has van- 
quished us, and we are for ever clothed in shame. 
O noble ladies, said the old woman who had de- 
scribed Antar, in this catastrophe there b nothing 
to be done but to go to Antar and ask his aid, and 
demand his protection : be is able to destroy your 
enemies were they as numerous as the sands of the 
desert. To. this they assented, and screaming aloud, 
went to the place where was Antar, the lord of 
battles. Among the first was Mavia, and as they 
threw themselves at his feet, O AbooFawaris, they 
excl^med, we are under thy protection, and the 
protection of Ibla, daughter of Malik : we have in- 
deed heard that thou- art noble-hearted towards 
women and maidens. 

O Aboolfawaris, cried Mavia, kissing his hands, 
a calamity has overtaken us, and we implore thy 
as^stance. And she related to Antar all that 
Mobadir had done to them, from first to last; and 
when, added she, he understood my father was ab- 
sent, he came in order to seize me by the force of 
the cleaving somitar ; and now, Aboolfawaris, 
"we are between two perilous circumstances, and two 
deadly calamities ; for we fear if we release you, 
you will. avail yourself of the opportunity, and 
jdunder our property, as well as that of the foe, and 
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th^i you will seek your own htnne, and no doubt 
you will be excused in doing so ; for indeed you 
are near your death and every evil ; but if we now 
quit you, this tyrant will destroy us, both us and 
you too. Mavia, said Antar, console thy heart 
and brighten thine eye, I will rout these cowardly 
foes for thee, and T will disperse them among the 
wastes and the wilds, and I will then return to my 
fetters and my chains; and I will not depart hence 
but by the mutual consent of all your men and 
women ; for generous men are not ungrateful, and 
ihey do not abuse fortune for exciting troubles 
against them. Know too that my c^rtivity was 
only the effect of fate and destiny, &om which no 
creature can escape or fly. 

As soon as Mavia and the women heard this, 
they were convinced of victwy and conquest. Xli^y 
ran towards him, imd released him from his chains 
and fetters, and brought him his weapons for battle 
and carnage ; As to your horse, said they, not one 
of us can venture to approach him. Release my 
brother Shiboob, said Antar, he is accustomed to 
bim: (Shiboob had been bound close to him), so 
they set him at liberty. He went up to Abjer and 
saddled him and brought him to his brother Antar, 
who sprung from the ground on his back, after he 
had clothed himself in iron, andamagnificent coat of 
miul; in which he appeared like a strong batdement. 
And he assailed the foe with a heart undaunted at 
death and extinction: he shouted with his well 
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known bbout in his wnith, Ignoble dastard^ I am 
Antar, eon of Shedad; quit the women aad the 
children I and be attacked and tnmsfised the horse- 
men, and drove them round the skirts of the dwell- 
ings : at his second attack he repulsed them from 
the walls, and slew twenty of thenl, overwhelming 
them with shame and disgrace ; he charged them 
like a trampling lion, fearless of multitudes, and 
thus expressed himself: 

" Whenever I go as a guest to a tribe, and they 
" be alarmed by their «iemies, may I never grasp 
" a q>ear-Etaff in my hand, may sleep never s^ up 
" my eyes J My captivity by the Shiine of God is 
" no fault ; for I have been proved in the day of 
" battles. I was made prisoner by stratagem and 
" the destiny of God, whose power is irifinite oyer 
" his slaves, whom he drives, in despite of every oppo- 
" siticKi, into bondage, either for th^ advantage or 
" destruction." 

As soon as Ant^ had finished, he assaulted the 
party, and dispersed their united bands, and routed 
the horsemen, and destroyed th^ warriors. When 
the chief saw Antar's exploits : Eh, bastard I said 
he, what Arab slave art thou ? teti me before I cut 
off thy head, and extinguish thy life for thy op' 
position to the defvedatJons of the warriors of the 
age. Mobadir had almost gtuned possession of the 
whole clan, and was pillag^g the property- Base- 
bom, cried Antar, knpwest thou me not P and what 
jKkAe hero I am P I am Antar, son of Shedad, tb^ 
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conqueror of hardy Taniora ! Away to tby home ! 
£]r as to the booty, I have rescued it irom thy 
|K)wer; and if thou doubteat my word, come on — 
on to the plain — that I may make thee drink of the 
cup of infamy. Mobadir only laughed, and smiling, 
said, They say too, that thou art a man that deals 
f^ly, but this day I see thou moveat on the road 
of oppresuon. I am, said Antar, just what they say 
of me ; but what is it.tbou requirest that I should 
< do thee justice? Know then, said. Mobadir, that 
I had nearly gained possesion of the dan, and 
seized, my beloved ; but thou hast interrupted the 
accomplishment of my dedres. Thou bantard, said 
Antar, thou hast demanded a man's daughter in 
marriage, but be will not accept thee for a husband ; 
thou hast st^ quiet till he was absent on some 
business, and now hast come in his absence to take 
ber captive from beneath the ghtteiing scimitars ; 
and this is the justice with which thou hast acted 
towards him. . Mobadir rushed at him, and wanted 
to charge in &ont of him, and gallop about; but 
Antar would not permit him even to wheel round, 
before he attacked him and stopped him in his 
charge, and checked him in his martial display, and 
^med at turn with Dhami between his eyes. Mo> 
badir received the blow on his shield, but it clefl it 
in twain, and his casque it hewed in two, and the 
sabre still continued its course down to his thighs, 
even to the back of his horse, seven spans into the 
ground: thus he hurled him and his horse to the 
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ground in four equal divisions. Ains ! alas ! cried 
Mobadir's companions at the sight of this blow, this 
furious wamor must be one of the genii ; so saying, 
they fled, throwing affay all the property they had 
acquired, and calling out to Antar, May God curse 
thy flat-nosed father' and thy harlot mother ! how 
hard are thy blows ! how penetra^g is thy thrust, 
and how fierce is thy assault ! Antar pursued them 
till he drove them out of that country, and after- 
wards returned to coUect the scattered horses and 
dispersed arms. Shiboob attended him like one of . 
the rebellious fiends till they reached the tribe of 
Ehoolan. 

Antar no sooner dismounted from Abjer than the 
women surrounded him, and kissed his hands and 
feet Noble ladies, said Antar, return me now to 
my chains and fetters. But they stud, By the 
faith of an Arab, nothing shall touch thy feet, in-- 
stead of fetters, but the blessingB of cheeks. By 
the f^th of an Arab, said Antar, that must never 
be, were I even to drink of the cup of death and ' 
perdition. Eh I sonofmymother,criedhetoSliiboob, 
return me to my cluuns and fetters ; let it not be 
said that I have fal^fied my word. What ! said 
Shiboob, thou art surely mad. What ! now thou 
art at liberty, and hast vanquished thy captors, 
wilt thou again cast thyself into chains and fetters, 
and wiut till some one comes to slay thee P Yes i 
said Antar, let uie not un against my osth ; let not 
a falsehood approach me. Shiboob, on hearing 
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this, was more and more emraged, and in a great 
paaaon came up to Antar, end fastened the w^ghty 
fetters on hie feet WeU then, said he to him, lie 
there in base imprisonment, that thou mayeat 
not sin against thine oath ! But Antar did not 
Fejmiin in captivity longer' than that night ; for 
(HI the next dsy the Chief Moshajaa returned 
with his warriors, and as they came near to 
the tents, they aaw the dead piled up among the 
dwellings and habitations. Moshajaa also beheld 
Mobadir'a bead fixed on the point of one of the 
tallest epears by the «de of his tent. On inquiring 
about this, they told him what Antar had done. 
Moshajaa and his warrioTB were fixed in astonish- 
ment. By the faith of noble Arabs, said ne, we 
^lall never he able to requite this man by all we 
con do fc^ him ; icH- whilst we went to demand his 
death, he has done this deed for us ; he has pro- - 
tected our wives and families, and has even returned 
himaelf to chains and fetters. Thus saying, they 
ran towards Antar, the lion warrior, and set him at 
liberty. Moshajaa fell down and kissed his feet, 
and brining him into the middSe of the tent^ they 
dtrthed him in robes of honour, and presented him 
with riches, and begged his pardon for what they 
had done. O Chief, sud one to Moshajaa, what 
answer will you make to King Safwan, to whom 
you have pledged your word P Cousin, said Mos- 
hajaa, ^^ere can there be a t^ore comjdete excuse 
than this P JUtxe k one who protected our wives 
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in our absence, and has doae a deed no human 
bang ever did before. AAer this they made pre- 
parations to accompany Antar, and to depart to the 
landofAbs. Mo^ajaa mounted with five hundred 
horsemen of the chiefs of his tribe. 

Antar also set out on his way to the land of 
Shooreba and Mount Saadi, gready pleased at the 
union with the tribe of Khoalan; and as he marched 
at their head in great spirits, he thus recited : 

" Where is my love P my sport ? my eong ? Be^' 
" gone, my fiulings of my early youth ! What wa^ 
*' expanded is now folded up. The matranfl and tht^ 
" lu^e-eyed damsels shall keep me in remembrance ; 
** torture has not relaxed my powers in the batde,' 
" and the lion stands in awe of me on the plun and 
*' the mountain. It has not enervated me, and I 
^ will not mourn in tears at home and my nadve 
" lands. In horaes and black coursers is my de- 
*' light ; love and wine are no more my occupations. 
*' How cwi tunbitifMi raise any ob6 to glcviova emi- 
" neoce, whose post is in talking of sports and 
" songs? My failing is in horses; my boast is in their 
'* hoofs ; when the lion hero moves on them, de.^ 
" spair inoves with him. My Abjer blusters witfr 
" me on the day he bears me : is there a hero that 
" escapes me ? or can a warrior touch me P How 
" many warriors have I put to flight m confusion, 
" meeting every fonn of death like a roaring tor- 
" «Qt1 As to the dust, I have plunged into it, 
'*hagh uid low, wiUi sWord blows, wk) spear 
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*' tlirusts, among scimitars imd lances. I do not 
'f intend that the tribe Bhall getdrunk with my blood : 
" am I not thrir supeiior both in word and deed ? 
" Let no one drink blood but who has a forfeit due ; 
" and let him not repose, whose neighbour is in 
" trouble. The enemy cannot repel him witb their 
" thrusts; he is replete with virtue, joyous with 
" wine. Were not Cais my King, and did I not 
" obey him, I would have drank of blood sweeter 
*' than honey from Rebia and the wretch who re- 
" usts me on account of Ibla ; still I am in anxious 
" fears about her ; I am of the noble and illustrious 
" ones, ever renowned over the pluns and the hills. 
" I wish to exterminate them, but my tenderness 
"prevents me, and I check my impatience. He 
" who wishes to be honoured as I am honoured, 
" let him pierce the warriors, or challenge the 
" heroes." 

The cbiefttuns were astonished at his eloquence, 
and expressed the gratification they felt. May God 
never abandon thee ! may no one ever harm thee ! O 
kmght of the age, and the result of the time and 
the period ! cried Moshajaa, for thou hast not left 
for any one either a word to speak or a deed to do. 
Thus they continued their march till they came 
near to the tribe of Abs. Antar led them on like a 
iiirious lion; he uncovered his head, and received 
ibs horsemen of Aamir as the parched up land re- 
ceives the first of the rain, with reastlcss and never- 
failing blows, as also the warriora of Khoolan, for 
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theywereiindauated heroes, they penetrated through 
the ranks of the toe, and made them drink of the 
cupB of death and perdition, scattering them over 
the plain and the waste. 

But vhen the Absians heard Antar's shout, their 
Boula revived, and they seetned to hve agiun. Ay ! 
mj cousins, excl^med Cais, now take retaliation on 
the foe, and cast r^ tMs dishonour, for this is our 
diampion Antar that is arrived ; now destroy your 
enemies over the plain and the mountain ; and he 
who will not exert himself in the battle, may he 
never have a legitimate child I The Absians roused 
all their energy and spirit for the contest. But 
when Khalid saw Antar approach, he felt aware 
that be was able to annihilate his whole force, were 
they even double their numbers, and that he would 
diq>erse them over the desert and the sand-hills. 
So he called out to the Aamirites, and drew them 
off; they he^tated not, but dispersed themselves 
over the wilds and the wastes. Now I have nothing 
to do, aaid KhaHd, but to go to the tents and kill 
^ my Absian prisoners. When lo ! they appeared 
beibre him, mounted on high-blooded steeds, with 
Sluboob hardly touching the earth with his feet. 
For Shiboob, on the arrival of his brother Antar, 
seeing bow eager the enemy was in the contest, felt 
assured that there must be some Abraan prisoners 
among them ; so he set out for the tents of Aamir, 
■where meeting Shedad and Oorwah, and the other 
prisoners, he hasted towards them, and released 
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them, and brought them horses, and weapona, and 
corslets, and armour, and they* became warriors 
again. As sooQ as Khalid saw them thus rescued 
&om imprisonment and dangar, he had no other 
resource but to wbed round his horse, and fly to 
the land of the tribe of Fazarab. AAer him also 
fled the Brandiaher of Spears ; the standards and 
enedgns were upset, and the whole army was scat- 
tered over the pla^ and the waste, pursued by 
Antar and the tribes of Abs and Ehoolan, till they 
(Spelled them out of the country, when they re- 
turned to their dispersed horses and scattered arms ; 
and having collected their property and ba^age, 
they set out for the tents, Antar at the head of 
them, like a noble lion. King Cms kissed hjm 
between the eyes, and cmigratulated him on his 
escape, and inquired what had happened. Antar 
related how Rebia and his brother Amarah had 
meditated lus death, and every drcumstance relative 
to his imprisonment and tiberation. 

On hearing thi^ King Cais execrated Hebia and 
bis iHxith^, and all the race of Zeead, saying, O 
Aboolfawaris, be not distressed, for by the faith 
of an Arab, I must punish the race of Zeead for 
their conduct ; but some one says : 
- « We acted kindly, and we were rewarded by 
** the reverse, and sudi is the conduct of worthlen 
" traitorb i those who act kindly to persons of a 
" difl'ennt nature, are requite as one who asnsted 
" a byena wAs reqiuted." 
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O Aboolfawaris, added Cais, it ie, bowerer, in- 
cumb«f t OD me to repay the tribe of Ehoolan, by all 
the fevours and benefits in our power, and that ve 
consder them among our friends and allies. But 
we had better go first to the tribe of Fazarah, for 
I fear their chief must be reduced to extremities, 
and that we shall have some difficulty in delivering 
him. Do, O king, as you please, said Aatar, for I 
will not oppose you ; but here let us repose. Having 
halt«d at the tents, the slaves faiou^t them thar 
dinner^ and they treated the tribe of Khoolan with 
every distinction. They slept that night till dawn 
rfday, when they set out for the land of the tribe 
of Fazarah, Antar manjnng ahead, and thus re- 
nting: 

" I am going to asfflst Bebia and his tribe ; never 
" can I at quiet when the dust of war is roused ; 
" were it not for thee, O Cais, I would not go to 
*' them ; but thou art my glory and my protector. 
" Fazarah every day opposes me, but ^ey are, in 
'* liie contest, ever under alartns. AH the kings of 
" the earth fear my blow^ and I have an impetuous 
*' action in the battle, no other knight possesses my 
** amintion ! Its s«it is above the Pisces, and, in the 
" combat, my strength is Hke that of a trampling 
" Ikm. Although my complexion is black, my deeds 
" are tlie dawn of day, and fear of me is in the hearts 
** of the most vaHiwt ; ftir I thicken my spear-thrust 
" in every re^on, and I cry out in the heat of ihe 
" carnage, irkete is my opponent P I am the bold 
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*' lion and Iiero,,as they call on me in the day of the 
" crash of multitudes. The kings of the earth are 
" sensible of the tentffofniypower. Intheslaitghter 
" I encouuter the vagabond warriors, and my sword, 
" when the dust mounts on h^h, cries to me, steep 
" me in wine, the blood of horsemen ; and when my 
" ^ar quivers on the deadly day, its barb is like a 
" kindling flash of fire. For love of thee, Odaught^ 
" of Malik, I am a lion hero. O thou ornament of 
" women in the assemblies ! O Ibla, wert thou to see 
" my deeds and exploits, whfin the black columns 
" rise up on the desert, like the darkness of night, 
*' thou wouldst see me rush into it with a ^olence 
" and vehemence, no one, either naked or clothed, 
" can surpass." 

The warriors and chiefs, in astoni^ment at such 
eloquence, pursued thtdr journey ^1, as they ap- 
proached the tribe of Fazarah, they saw that th« 
enemy had surrounded them on all sides; thor 
voices were enfeebled — they were fighting among the 
tents, and the power of utterance had almost expired. 
For Harith, son of Zalim, who was with them,'afl 
we before stated, seeing the party discomfited, said 
to himself, Why should I thus presumlngly interfra*, ■ 
tiU I die slaughtered ? Accordingly, about evening, 
be took bis men away, and seeking the pastures of 
the tribe of Fazarah, he carried off five thousand he 
and she camels ; and saying. This is the reward of 
my trouble, he set out for tus own country. But, 
in his absence, the sword played among the tribe of 
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Fazarah, and Abdallah, Direed's brother, fell upon 
them unawares, with bis troops. Khalid too, in his 
fe»rs, repiuisd to them, and b>ld them the loss he 
had sustiuned. Abdallah's alarms were awakened 
at hearing this account of Antar and the Absians, 
b^g certain they would not leave him quiet. 
Anxious, therefore, to avail himself of the oppor- 
tunitj, aad pillage the property of Fazarah, and 
wi^ng to retire before the arrival of Antar, he 
called out to his wanioFB, and as he encouraged them 
to the contest, tbey exposed their lives to deadi and 
perdition ; and making an assault on the tribe of 
Fazarah, like voracious lions, they devastated the 
country, and overwhelmed them with their trium- 
phant superiority. Just as they were resolved on 
flight, all but Rebia, and the chiefWns of Fazarah, 
and Zeead, and as the wretch Amarah was trembling 
in desptur, with the women, arrived the tribes of Abs 
ondGhiAaii, and the warriors of BHaoolan, and Antar, 
the destroyer of horsemen. With one universal 
shout of, O by Abs ! O by Adnan ! they rushed 
down on the foe with hearts to which death was 
sweet and easy, and in less than an hour they drove 
them far from the tents, Antar exhibiting all his 
hornn^, and performing deeds that would turn 
infants grey ; and so astonished was the tribe of 
Ehoolan, at Antar's exploits, that tbey wished him 
to return with [hem, that they might make him the 
champion of their lands and territory. Befot« mid- 
day, the army fied in disp^ce, and Abdallah, giving 
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the TeinB to his horse, escaped. After this, the Arab 
horses were dispereed, and Khalid also fled, and 
■ought the barren waste, alarmed at the chief Antar. 
The horeetnea vae scattered over the plains and 
Eand-hilla, and before evening, there not b^ng one 
left, Antar conducted his people, and the tribe of 
Xhoolan, back, and departed for the land of Abs 
and Adnan. But King Cais halted with the tribe 
of Fazarah, on account of Rebia, and congratulated 
him on his safety. Ah, Q Cais, wlmc, indeed, is 
our safety P said Hadifah ; but that is of no con-- 
sequence to thee, that does not interest thee. King 
Cais concealed these expresaons in his heart ; be 
remained that night with them, and departed the 
next day. But Antar, whilst he was marching with 
the tribe of Khoolan, meditated on the circumstances 
that had occurred to him among the tyrants of Arabia, 
and he thus recited : 

" Question my somitar about my deeds on the 
" day of battle, and my blows amongst the kidnies 
*' and the joints. Ask my whizzing spear, in the 
*' aand-cloud, how many throats of noblest heroes 
" I have pierced. How many columns of dust I 
" have ru^ed through on my steed, crying out, 
" with a loudshout. Where is my antagonist? When- 
" ever Death sees me, he flies away in terror, fiight- 
" ened at my Indian blade and spear. How many 
*• warriors have I laid low with my sabre ? whilst 
*' the black blood rolled in waves from the breasts 
** of the combatants. I have routed, in the fiery 



L:mi,z.d=, Google 



ARTAR OLBBIES 1 



" 6el(l, the sons of Aamir, oa the backs of their 
" Bnorting chargers. They roam in flight, distracted 
" over the desert, horror-struck at my strength, and 
" the magnitude of my achievements. Learn, O 
■' Ibla, how many warriors I hare destroyed, how 
" many knights, on the day of carnage, I have 
" cf^tured, and have then set at hberty, aAar lace- 
" rating their joints. How many heroes have sought 
" to slay me, hut have not succeeded in thdr 
" attempts, and th^ every machination has been 
" frustrated. I'have left Ehalid, son of Moharib» 
' mangled, stretched out on the atones, and the 
" rocks ; and as to his ill-starred tribe, I have made 
" them diink of death with the vine of absinth. 
" Also, in the valley of Torrents, I annihilated their 
" crowds, and made Wirdishan drink of the cups of 
" the grave. I seized all the wealth of Irak, and 
*' Chosroe himself arose, bewildered and aghast. 
'* Verily, I slew Badhramoot in my str^gth, against 
" whom the ]ioas of armies could not prevail. I 
'f carried off the Asafeer camels for thee, and the 
" diadem of Chosroe, unequalled in the world. I 
" am the Antar of horsemen — the knight of the tribe 
" —merciful and clement — black in compleiion— 
" intre^nd. I am the dauntl^S hero in ev«y fight ; 
" I am the knight of the fiery contest of illustrious 
" diieftains. Though, my cou^, my complexion 
" is black, yet my deeds are fair oflspiings of muni- 
**ficence. I have that amlnti<ni,whoee seat is above 
" Kiceit and my success and prosperity ore the con- 
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" summation of all good fortune. Mine is perfect 
" liberality and purest lovej and my mansion is the 
" resort of every guest All the kings of the earth 
" dreadmypoweT,andmyrenownisspreadthrough- 
" out every tribe. My spear-thrust appears in death 
" and perdition, wherever life pervades the muscles 
" of man. Death is terrified at me, and even when 
*< he wishes to escape me, I goad him on to speedier 
" flight with my iron fingers." 

The warriors and chiefs having thanked him, they 
continued th^ march tiU they reached home, when 
Antar ali^ted and conducted the tribe of Ehoolan 
to the tents. The next day came King Cms, and 
the Ahaian chiefs. Antar rode out to meet them 
and saluted them ; and, to his inquiries concerning 
the race of Zeesd, By the &ith of an Arab, my 
cousin, said Cais, had you yourself even fallen upon 
Rebta, and his brother, you would not have given 
them bitterer wounds. They now made feasts and 
entert^mentsfor the tribe of Khoolan, and treated 
them with every honour and distinction. King C^ 
presented them with the most beautiful of his horses, 
the finest of his spears, and the most brilliant of his 
swords. Antar did the same as King Cais, and gave 
their chief a stiing of Asafe^ camels, and presented 
him with five hundred of the she camels of the Vol- 
cano Mountain. Thus, the tribe of Khoolan, much 
gratified at the friendship of Antar, and the tribe of 
Abs and Adnan, sought their own country and lands. 
The Abuans remained quiet at home ; and the state 



t, Google 



a HARITB bo T 



affiurs of King Cus were well anaaged under the 
terrtff of Antar, son of Shedad ; yet he always kept 
himself informed of KhaUd's movements, that he 
might stiU have bb revenge on him. But Khalid, 
when he fled, sought the lan^ of Aamir, and though 
his party had preceded him, and had given the in- 
teUigen<% of th^r defeat, on his arrival the cri^ 
appeared more disastrous. He assembled the chiefs 
that very day, and he debated about an expedition 
to the land of Irak, in order to comply of th^ 
ntuation to Prince Aawad, his near relation. They 
acquiesced in bis wishes, and after they had secured 
their property and families on the mountain tt^is, 
they left the Brandisher of Spears to protect them, 
together with a small body of men, and departed 
for the land of Irak. Now Harith, when he quitted 
the land of Fazarah, immediately conducted his 
people to tharown country, and then hastened with 
all expedition to the land of Irak, wishing to avert 
the calamities of the time, and to see how the bud- 
ness would terminate, for he hud a sister in Hirah, 
married to a man called Sinan, son of Ebe Harithah ; 
she was usually employed in suckling King Numan's 
chitdrra, and at that time she was nursing one of 
his infants, called Shirjiheel. Harith aligfited at 
his nster Selma's, with die view of relating to King 
Numan what the tribe of Abs and Adnan had 
suffered from the brave Aamirites, as perhaps he 
would send some ud to the Allans, and app(»nt 
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him to command it The next day, he presented 
himself to King Numan, and stated the case of the 
Ab^ns, and what the tribe of Fazarah had also 
Buffered from Abdallah, son of Samah. Bang 
Numan was much mottified, as was also Prince 
Aswad, on account of the tribe of Fazarah. Numan 
even wished to despatch that very day a messenger 
to the Arab hordes, and assemble an army to the 
assistance of the tribe of Abs and Adnan ; but, in 
the course of the day, arrived Khahd and some of 
the Aamirite chiefs, who repaired to Aswad with 
thor turbans hanging loose round their neck, and 
howling in tears, and lamentations, and complalmng 
o£ the disasters they had endured at the hands of 
the Ab^ans. What ! said Aswad, O Khalid, Harith 
has just told us, that you had assembled an army 
agaimt the Absians, and had left them, like many 
others, the prey of your sword, and my brother 
Numan has resolved on writing to the Arabs, and 
to send them to the tribe of Adnan, but now 'tis you 
yourself that complain of them. Harith was right in 
what he said, returned Khalid, but he knew not 
what happened to us aiterwards. But we, O prince, 
were the first aggrieved by the Absians ; for King 
Zoh^ falsely accused us of the blood of his son 
Shaa, and outraged us— he slew our warriors ; but 
when I overcame him. Mid put him to dealli, I 
pardoned his wife and progeny. When Cais ccta- 
quered us, we secured ourselves in tbe mountains. 
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but tliey killed twelve hundred of our heroes in one ' 
day, as Antar has described in bis verses, where be 
says: 

'* We slew of them two hundred and one thou* 
*' sand &eebom in the defiles and dea^rts." 

When we heard of Nacnaafa's death we threw 
ourselves upon Direed, and set out to engage them* 
spd when we bod reduced them to tbe last ^- 
tremity, their slave Antar came up, and with him a 
party of Arab warriors : he defeated our armies, 
and dispersed us. We are therefore come hitber 
that you may make peace between us and them, 
and for every price of blood we will ^ve ten ; only 
let them set at liberty our women. On hearing 
'Eh^d''8 discourse, Aswad |utied him in his heart; 
and engaging to accommodate matters, he went to 
bis brother Numan, and related all the traDsactiooa 
between the Abnans and Aamirites, and also Kluu 
lid's arrival, and that he was anxious to make peace 
with the Absians. As King Numan thought no> 
tlung was more deorable than harmony among the 
Arabs, he told his brother to introduce £halid and 
luB chiefs. Aswad introduced them, and King Nu- 
man arranged an impartial peace, neither prejudlciai 
tux too advantageous. He also gave them a splendid 
entertainment ; and thus that day passed till even- 
ing, when they mutually communicated the various 
events and circumstances that had happened to 
them. Soon after, the bonemen having dispersed 
and quitted £ing Numan's assembly, Haiitfa, whow 
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envy of Aniar was greatly increased by what he had 
heard from £halid, resolved to put Khalid to death, 
even under the sacred hospitality of Numan. I^ed 
in his determination, and only wfudng till every one 
was asleep, he sprung up, and cautiously moved 
towards the tent where Khalid slept He entered, 
and finding him asleep, he smote him nidi Zoolfay- 
yat, and severed his head from his body. He was 
departing, but it still occurred to his mind that 
perhaps his blow had not had its eSect, and recol- 
lecting Warca's blow at Khalid on a former occa- 
Mon, he returned and placed the edge of his sword 
ag^nst Kholid's chest, and leaned with all his 
w^ght upon it, till he plunged it deep through his 
body two spans into the earth *. Now being con- 
vinced he had finished him, he hastened away for 
his horse ; he mounted, and quitted Hirah by night, 
distraction in his countenance; scanetimes turning 
to the right, sometimes to the left, till the day dawned. 
At that time Akhwedh^arose to seek his brother, 
but he saw him dead. He shrieked in his horror: 
be ran to Aswad, and communicated the fate of his 
brother. Aswad ordered Harith's men to be seized, 
and they were instantly cast into chains and fetters. . 
Thence he went to his brother Numan, and related 

■ It U an biatorical fact lliat 2riiheir, loa of Jazeeiiiab> wa* slain by 
Ebalid, »bo was murdered b; Hailth in the private tenia of Ejng Nu- 
man; and tbia vaa the cause of many »a». It is alao stated that be 
hi Tua sougbt the prolection of other tribe* to Bcreen bim igaiost 
Numas'i Tengeance. 
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'what Harith had doae. At this the Bght became 
dark in the eyes of Numan, and he swore he would 
put Harith to death. 

As to Harith, after he had slain KhaUd, he re- 
pented of the deed, and feeling assured he must die, 
he resolved to repair to the mount^ns and defend 
himself there till overtaken by death. But how 
can I be at easeP he said to himself; ray cou^ns 
will he all murdered. He therefisre set out on his 
return to Hirah, concealing himself among the 
mount^s and the sand-hills till evening, when he 
reached Hirah, having first secreted his horse in 
some by-place. He then sought the spot where his 
companions were confined ; perc^ving their guards 
drowned in the sea of sleep, he grasped Zoolhyyat, 
and slaughtered them to the jiumber of fifty; Hie 
to the tribe of Abs, he cried to his friends, and de- 
mand protection of King Cais, son of Zoheir, and . 
of Antar, son of Shedad ; hut as for me, it is im- 
pos^ble for any one of the subjects of King Numan 
to protect me, for he is the king of the Arabs, but 
I am resolved on taking retahation before I am slain : 
thus^ saying, he quitted them, and death became easy 
to him, till he entered hb sister Sehna^s dwelling: aud 
as soon as she saw him she saluted hhn. . O my bro- 
ther, said she, what has brought you back, safe as 
you wereP I want thee, said Harith, to give me 
Numan's young sou Shiijibeel, that I may meet hb 
fitther with him to-morrow. I will request him to 
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{orff,ve me this blood and this crime ; and as I yrae in- 
Uadcaied what I murdered Khalid, peiiiaps he may 
pardon me on account of his child, and then I care 
not if the whole tribe of Aamir assemble agunst me. 
- His »ater saw the propriety of this obseiralioD; 
but she knew not the iraud and odious deigns he 
harboured ; bo ^e made over Numan^s child to him 
in her fears .fiw her brother. Harith carried him 
off, and hastened to the passage out of the aty, 
where he tenuuned neai: bis horse till the city gates 
bfdng (^Kued, and the inhabitants coming forth, he 
cried out in a loud voice. The people stopped when 
diey saw Harith, and bearing his shout, tliey stood 
staring at him as he tossed Numan's child up in the 
air, and as he fell he caught him on the point of his 
sword; and the child,fdl, cut in two, on the spot; 
and it was a lovely infant ! On beholding this, the 
people ran back to the dty, and infoimed King 
Numan of the deiUh of his child by the hand of 
Harith. (^ bearing the murder of his infant, a 
flame was kindled in his heart He ordered his 
armies to march ; and th^re went forth about twelve 
hundred meir in the pursuit of Harith. But he, as 
soon as he had slaughtered Shiijibeel, mounted his 
horse, and made towards the boundless desert ; and 
whilst he was travelling with all ^pedition, behold t 
armies, like the rolling seas, appeared. He turned 
upon them as a lion would do, and shouted; they 
were dismayed. He shouted again in the faces ot 
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&&t boraefl ; he forced them back on th^r hauncbes, 
and they cast tfa^ riders off their backs. We havfe 
ahready mentioned Harith's superior prowess and 
intrepidity. , He was one of the thousand tyrants : 
and he (£d not demt fighting from the forenoon 
even till the sun turned pale, by which time he had 
sl^n about seven hundred hcvsemen. But by the 
evening he was almost dead ; yet he did not eo much 
grieve for himsSf as he grieved for his sword, and 
that the foe should possess it when he was no more ; 
80 he vieat up to an immense rock that grew hard 
by, and heaving up his arm with Zoolhyyat, he ex- 
tended his elbow, and smote the rock, wishing to 
shiver the weapon by the blow, that it might not 
fell into the enemy's possesion, but it split the rock 
in two, and he continued his flight. When King 
Numan's troops came to the ^de of the rock and 
beheld Harith's blow, their senses were startled; 
they stopped short, and not one of them dared to 
pursue him a span's length, saying to one another, 
By the fiuth of an Arab, no one will pursue him but 
he who bids adieu to Hfe, and hiuls his death ! for 
when he saw no one before him to smite, he smote 
this rock ; but had this blow fallen on one of us, 
what would have become of him ? The twelve hun- 
dred being thus routed, returned to Hirah, and told 
Numan that Harith had escaped in safety. Numan 
instantly sent for Sinan. Thou vile old man, said 
he, thou perfidious dog ! No one but thou has mur- 
dered my son ; it was through thee I knew that 
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Haritli, son of Zaliro. No one shall ever rescue 
thee from hanging, unless he ^ve security for thee 
, as responsible for Harith. Sinan gave security for 
himself that he would produce Harith, were it pos- 
sible, and if not, he would be his substitute in cap- 
tivity and disgrace; and this the whole Body of 
King Numan's satraps guaranteed. But what hap- 
pened to Harith P When he had delivered himself 
ironi the army of King Numan, he turned his face 
towards the wastes and the wilds, and worked hara 
to make himself a resting-place on the mountain 
top, eating the herbs of the earth, and drinking of 
the rain-puddles. As to his companions, whom he 
had released from Numan's dungeons, and ordered 
to repiur to the tribe of Abs and Adnan, they 
speeded away till they came to King Ccus, and told 
him how Harith had murdered Khalid. At hearing 
this from the horsemen df Marah, King Cais was in 
a transport of delight, and he invested them with 
honorary robes. The Chief Antar also heard the 
news, and was overjoyed, though he wished Kha- 
lid's death had been the work of his own hand. 
By the faith of an Arab, s^d he, if Harith comes 
to me I will protect him from King Numan, from 
Chosroe Nushirvan, and from every one that dwells 
in the wilds and the deserts. King Cais too or- 
dered splendid feasts and entert^nments ; but as he 
looked at Antar, he perceived that he eat and drqpk 
but little, and did not partake in the pleasures and 
amusements ; bo hb brothers said to C^s, Outrage 
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not Antar's heart, but order his uncle Malik to 
marry Ibla to him, that our joy may be coni|det«. 
King Cais accordingly sent for Malik, and taking 
him aside, said. Why do you not wed Ibla to 
her cousin Antar ? is she not his affianced wife ? 
and have you not taken her inarriage portion P Yes, 

king, said Malik ; Ibla, and her mother, and her 
father, and her brother, are his slaves at his service; 
and if you wish it, to-night before to-morrow's dawn 

1 will marry her to him. In three days I d^re, 
3ud King Cais, that our joys may be complete and 
-our enemies be vexed. Malik acquiesced, and stood 
up to go away af^^r having kissed his hand ; and 
when they separated, Malik went home, and being 
alone with his ftife, he sent Ibla to her uncle's, and 
as he wept before her mother, "What's the matter? 
said she to him. One has used me ill, said he, out 
of whose iniSuence I cannot withdraw myself; for 
his heart is now relieved from the affliction of his 
enemies, and Antar is even in greater favour with 
him than with his father. He has obhged me to 
marry Ibla to him ; but by the faith of an Arab, 
were the bead of this vile slave to mount to heaven 
i^lf, my heart could never submit toyield'him'my 
daughter. Now Ihla's mother felt convinced that her 
daughter could be matched to no one but Antar, 
because he had ever protected her. As to Antar, 
he returned home quite rejoiced at the order for his 
mornage, and be wanted to mouilt bis horse, and go 
to his uncle's, when lo ! his brother Sbiboob came 
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Up to him, distressed and melancholy. Whafs the 
news ? said Antar ; what has happened ? Know, acHi 
of my mother, said Shiboob, that your aster Mer- 
■wah is come from the dwelliDgs of the tribe of Ghi£- 
tan, and she is in a violent pas^n, and jHvbaUy 
angry with her husband ; but she wishes to see you. 
Antar immediately went to see what was the matter. 
This Merwah was the daughter of Shedad, and 
married in the tribe of Ghifian to a man called Jah~ 
jah; and she had a sOn, whose name was Hatal, 
who used to mount the horses, practise borseman- 
diip, and was habituated to nocturnal expeditions. 
His uncle Antar was very fond of him ; but whoi 
he heard of the arrival of his sister, he hastened to 
her: she sprung up towards him, and kis^g bis 
hand, O my brother, stud she, my son Hatal ! the 
heroes of Ghiftan have bewildered his mind : they 
ordered him to join them, and took him away with 
them to giun some cattle and plunder. But some 
nights ago X saw a dream, and there were my sod 
and his companions in a forest all entangled with 
^rees, and over their legs chiuns and fetters of fire; 
and at the mouth of the forest there was a ferociouB 
lion that threatened to devour them night and day. 
I awoke ; but I was terribly frightened. I rushed 
out of the tents, and lo ! I beheld a black slave at 
the door in the garb of a beggar. I went in again, 
and I brought hirn out some bean husks, which I 
gave him, saying, Take these, O stranger! and 
pray for the return of my absent son. la not thy 
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SMI Hatal ? said he. Yes, I replied ; and I percdre 
you know him. Know then, said he, your son has 
fallen a prisoner into the powef of Locut, aaa <£ 
Zararah, and with bim twelve worrion of* his trib^ 
and I am come as a meBgeoger from him to you, 
and he hegs yoii will hasten to his uikIb Antw. 
And now, my brother, I am come to you, imd my 
object is to obt^n my son's detlTerance through 
you. Antar was confounded at this interruption of 
his h^tpiness. Return home, my sister, said he, 
and calm your mind, for I will go and release your 
son. I will. Boon come to you with him and all his 
property. Thus having appeased her mind, and 
relieved her of her sorrows, he sent for 0<nrwah, 
and told him what bad happened ; he ordered him 
and his noble comrades to march, and rectmunended 
his father Shedad to keep the a^r secret, that 
King Cais's heart might not be h«rmafH, He took 
away his brothers Shiboob and Jareo-, and his 
fiither Shedad, and (he Carad btwBemen, and hia 
uncle Zakhmetuljewad. 

As to Ibla's lather, he was rejtnced when he heard 
this, for he had resolved rather to inform Relna, or 
to escape by flight into the desert So the bumness 
turned out just as be wished, and his ntuadon was 
improved after all his discomposure ; but when he 
saw Antar mounted, he said in his perfidy and ini- 
qui^, O my nephew, truly HataTs mother hat 
spcoled all our pleasures by this untoward interrup- 
tion. Unde, stud Antar, there is a prescribed time 
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for every thing, and all that is predestioed' must 
take place. And he quitted bim ; and finding his 
pet^e wuting anxiously for him, he departed with 
one hundred of Oorwah's men, and two hundred of 
the race of Caiad, whilst Shiboob started ahead of 
the horse on the road to the land of the tribe of 
Darem. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Now Loc^t, son of Zararab, was an uncontrollable 
knight ; he was the bold one of the age and period, 
and the Arabs called him the Eagle of War, and the . 
Koight of Woe. Lociut had nineteen brothers by 
the game father and mother, and he was the eldest; 
and their father was conspicuous among men for his 
lurth and parentage. 

One day, their father being seated in his tent, hb 
sons came to hini, and complained of their brother 
I^ocait's exces^Tc pride and haughtiness, and stated 
their resolution to emigrate. He sent for Locait, 
who in fact was a great coxcomb in his gait, and 
most ostentatious in his general deportment. My 
son, siud he (for he was exceedingly angiy and in- 
dignant at such conduct), you are indeed a most 
self-suffident fellow, and behave in a most over- 
bearing manner towards your brothers and your 
comrades. Had you even in your pastures a Uiou- 
sand of the Asafeer camels, or were you possessed of 
Bedret-ul-Yemen,(he daughter of Moazzem, the lord 
of the Pavilion and the Palace, or could you even 
overcome in battle the Chief Antar, the Eni^t of 
Hidjaz, you would not even then strut about as at 
present, nether would you swagger your limbs in 
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UuBbragg^ngiblusteringEtyle. What! father, smdLo- 
cut, then these are the three accompUshmeDts which 
should a man attain, he would acquire the highest 
glory among the brave and the heroic f What can 
be superior to these three acquisitions P added his 
father. At the inslant, up started Locfdt and went 
to his uncle, and asked his assistance. This unde 
was also a brave and valiant hero, and he promised 
to ud him. 

They mounted their steeds, and talcing with them 
two she camels to carry water and provi^ons, and 
two sturdy slaves, they quitted their tents under the 
cover of the night ; and when they were at some 
distance, after consulting which they shoidd attempt 
first, thej were unanimous in the opinion, that they 
should first of all proceed to the £ing Moazzem, 

Now this king was a mighty monarch, imd a stout 
horseman. Hewasthelordofannies,andtroop8,and 
lands, and cities ; his country lay on the bwders of 
the aties of Nihas, and it was called the Jand of A9, 
where he possessed a strong impr^pable fortress, 
in wluch was an idol named Jebbar, which this 
. king and his people worshipped. He bad also a 
dau^ter called Bedret-ul- Yemen, of whom he was 
very fond ; and out of hb great affection, he con- 
^gned her over to the idol, and rejected eveiy suitor 
and every wooer. 

Locait and his uncle travelled on till they reached 
the country of King Moazzem, where they beheld 
populous cities, abundant cultivation, apd tents and 
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dw^lingB, and spears and swords, at which aght 
Locait was much disordered ; he turned towards the 
foantains and the waters, and having bathed, and 
clothed lumself in magnificent robes> he with hia 
uncle proceeded to King Moazzem. Near his palace 
they met the officers and satraps, to whom Locait 
addressed himself: My wish, said he, is to visit your 
King. The satraps mtered : the King dehberated, 
tnit at last exclaimed. Go out, and ask him his namej 
for if itbe Lociut, son ofZararah,invitehimia; if 
any one else, turn lum away: for thus has the idcj 
ordered. Moreover, I saw a dream, in which I was 
standing in fiY>Qt of the idol, and I demraded of it a 
husband for my daughter. In these days, it replied, 
there will be sent for thy daughter a valiant hus- 
band, and a brave hero, called Locait, son of Za. 
rarah. Marry him to thy daughter, and let him 
share in thy favours (but this dream Was the result 
of his fears about his daught^). 

So the attendants went out> and asked Locait his 
name. He sajd, Locmt ! The Eing Moazzem ad- 
mits thee, said they : and he entered in the presence 
of the King, who directed him to be seated ; and 
having also imparted to him the dream he had seen, 
he prepared feasts for three days, ai^ which he 
pitched the marriage canopy, and introduced I^o- 
cait to his daughter, without marriage, asy dower, 
or donations. Loc^t went to het, and saw she was 
a full moon no description can attain ; but be was 
d to ^^soach her without a wedding present. 
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lest he ehould become a scandal in every land, go 
he turned his back towards her, and slept till the 
damsel also fell asleep ; wheq he started up, and 
awoke his uncle. Arise, niy uncle, said he, let us 
repair to King Numan to procure a marriage dower: 
and they salhed forth by night 

They rapidly continued their journey till they 
reached the city of Numan, and by great good for- 
tune they met Harith, roaming hke one distracted 
among the deserts, for they had beard td'his ad- 
ventures. 

Locak no sooner saw Harith, than he pounced 
down upon him like an eagle, crying out. Eh ! son 
of Zahm, whither wouldst thou seek refuge from 
the great King and the lion warrior P Haridi, on 
hearing tliis address, and seeing him alone, felt his 
courage rise against him, and shouted out, Hola ! 
O Arab, What man art thou ? tell me quick. Sur- 
render, said Loaut, ere thou diest ! 

Upon that, Harith poised his spear, and let out 
his horse on its speed, and charged at him. Each 
rushed upon his antagonist, and commenced the 
combat, that lasted till the day was darkened, when 
Harith being exhausted by the contest. Be generous, 
thou Arab, he cried, and outrage not a man, whom 
the sufferings of this widely-extended desert have 
debilitated. Take me prisoner, and perhaps it may 
be productive of good. And he threw away his 
spear, and stood still. Locait thinking he had sur- 
rendered himself, IHsmount, said he, that I may 
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pinion thee. Promise me, said Harith, that thou 
wilt not concert with £ing Numan for my blood. 

And he continued his insidious importunities (his 
intention being only to protract the contest a little), 
till he drew forth his sabre Zoolhyyat, like a flash 
of lightning, and feU upon Locait, hke the descent 
of an oyerwhelming calamity, and smote him. He 
clefV bis casque, and the chains, and wounded him; 
and had not Harith been previously exhausted, he 
would have sl^n him. 

Loc^t repented of what he had done ; the world 
seemed darkened in his eyes, and the blood streamed 
down his face : but when Locaif s uncle saw him in 
this condition, he rushed upon Harith, and occupied 
" him in the contest till Liocaic had recovered, and re- 
gmned his senses ; and his return was like the return 
of a iion. He shouted at JJarith, and drove at him 
with the heel of his spear, and hurled him on the 
ground : his uncle dismounted and pinioned him. 

Early next day, Locait resumed his journey till 
he reached the land of Irak. In the excess of ho- 
cait's good fortune, he arrived during Numan's days 
of festivity *, when he clothed every one in splendid 

* Ilhidhapptnedlbat Numan, inn fit of 'iDtoxicilioD, had otderei 
ttro of hli compuiioiia to be lilled. When he recoTered, he wu so 
itnick Bilh remorse, that he raised a tninb to Iheir memory, and set 
Uide two days in every year, oae ofnbii^h he called his day of editow ; 
Ibe other, hia day of joy. On the first, whomjoever he met, he slaw 
on the Comb ; od the other, nhocrer cam* to him he vould load iritlr 
gUU, lod grant every request. 
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robes; and as soon as die slaves beheld him, they 
crowded towards him from every direction, and con- 
tinued to load him with robes of honour lill his 
horse could move no further. 

King Numan h&ng infonned of the circumstance 
onmediately mounted, his heart bounding with joy, 
as he excliumed, This is indeed a joyous day, and 
a real triumph over fi>es and enemies. He received 
Harith from him, and cast him into a subterraneous 
cave, and there left. him. But I.ocait presented 
himself to Numan, who complimented him, and 
asked his rank, and parentage, and Hs tiibe, and 
his Arab connexion. My lord, said he, I am of the 
tribe of l!>ar^m, lords of honours, and distinctions, 
and spears, and swords ; and I am Loc^t, son of 
Zarar^. Be so obH^g, sud Numan, as to de- 
mand what you want, and be sure of attaining it in 
these days of joy. Upon this Locait took courage, 
and informed Numan of his marriage, and the cause 
of his expediticm ; and X ask of you a marriage 
dower for my wife Bedret-ul- Yemen. By the pro- 
taction of an Arab, said Numan, had you demanded 
my kingdom, I would have made it over to you. 
AJid he ordered him a thousand Asafeer she camels, 
to which he added an infinity of other things, as he 
s^d to his attendants, Do ye also ^ve this youth all 
the cattle and flocks that you drove to the pastures 
tins day. After this, he ordered them to pitch tents 
for him without the dty, and convey him wine and 
meat. 
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Three days Locut passed very merrily, but on 
the fouitli he departed, habited like a powraful 
monarch, vitH hcvses, and mules, he and she came1% 
and slaves, and cattle ; and with his uncle he con- 
tinued his journey over the deserts ; and the worid 
was too compressed tor the excess of his joy and 
ezultaticHi. As to the father of his bride, his mis- 
fortune was severe; for his countrymen irritated his 
heart with reproaches ; yet he expressed outwardly 
his refflgnation, and concealed his affliction and vex- 
ation till Locait's return with the cattle and the 
camels. The whole country was in confiiEion with 
delight : the King lumself went out to meet him, 
with the grandees of the tribe, and saluting him, in- 
quired whither he had been P O my lord, answered 
X^oc^t, you acted towards ma on my arrival here 
as no one ever acted before, and heaped upon me 
obligations beyond my powers to bear ; you even 
married me to your dau^ter Bedrel^ul- Yemen ; 
but I could not submit to the idea of possesang the 
dau^ter of a king without a marriage-donation, and 
I be called itoo the Knight of the Universe : so I 
went away to seek some gain, and the God of old 
has bestowed on me these favours. 

Thus saymg, he gave orders to his slaves, and 
they led away the noble steeds, decorated with 
boufflngs of gold, and the Asafeer camels, which are 
dte wonders of wonders, and exhibited all he had of 
garments, and catde, and high-priced jewels. The 
King was astonished at the extraordinary things he 
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beheld, and he gloned in such aa iUustrious hus- 
band for his daughter. He made spleudid feasts, 
and sent for musicians, and made his daughter a se- 
cond marriage-banquet. He married her to Locmt, 
and all his griefs and troubles were at an ead. 
Thus they caroused and feasted till the day dawned. 
After a stay of seven days, Locait prepared for 
his departure. The King granted his permission, 
and made him immense presents in cattle. Bedret- 
ul- Yemen having taken leave of her father and 
mother, they reused her on the back of the camel; 
but the King accompanied her one whole day, as a 
last farewell of her. On the second day Locait re- 
quested him to return ; and he continued his course, 
having succeeded in all he had coveted, and as he 
travelled on, pas^g over the wilds and the wastes, 
he thus redted : 

" I have succeeded in my object and demands of 
" fortune, for I have possessed myself of Bedret-ul- 
" Yemen by my sword. She is indeed the full moon 
" when it rises over her tent ; the rosy-coloured 
" moon, that lights up the desert for my distracted 
" love. It is as if the sword of her father flashed 
, " from her eyes, that vanquish hearts without laws, 
" human or divine. Her beauty is so perfect, the 
" sun mi^t envy it, when it rises in all its splen- 
" dour oVer the dwelliogs and the lands. It is, as 
" if beauty's self fraternised and associated with her, 
" as the soul of life associates with the body. Were 
" she to call a ghost from the tomb it would an- 
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" sirer, and from its shroud would say, Here am I. 
" I have possessed myself of her bymysword, having 
" broken the hearts of all her suitors by my ven- 
" turous trials. To-morrow will the spectators be 
" amazed at my ambition, when I draw along the 
" train of my glory in my native land. When I 
'* draw my sword in the battle, I make knights bow 
'■' to it from Senaa to Aden." 

When Locait had finished, he continued over the 
deserts, when lo ! Antar's nephew, Hatal, an^l his 
companions, drew nigh. Seeing Locait, and the cat- 
tle he had vith him, his avidity was excited, and be 
ordered his men and warriors to desire him to aban- 
don his property. But Loc^t, in the pride of his 
character, paid no attention, but rushed upon him 
with all his impetuosity ; and they fiercely engaged, 
till eight warriors being sMn, and twelve more being 
prisonETS, be assailed Hatal, and exhibited against 
him all his wonderful powers and terrors ; but they 
were not long engaged, before he took him captive, 
and united him to his comrades. Being much sur- 
prised at his prowess, Of what tribe art thou, said 
he, for I never yet beheld thy equal ? Chief, r&- 

' plied Hatal, I am called Hatal, and my maternal 
uncle IB Antar, son of Sbedad, the knight of battle 
and war : it was he who instructed me in this hors^. 
manehip and dexterity in tlie spear-thrust and sword- 
blow. O my uncle, stud Loc^t, turning towards 

. Jum, there never was bo fortunale an expedition as 
this ; for thou knowest the cause of my departure 
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ftom home was the scandal of my father, who, when 
niy Invthers complained of me, smd to me, Were 
evea a thousand Asafeer camels in thy pastures, 
and wert thou to marry Bedret-ul- Yemen, the 
daughter of the lord of the palace and great pa- 
vilion, and wert thou to overcome in battle Antar, 
the Knight of Hijaz, thy deportment would not be 
such as this, nor wouldeet thou swagger thy limbe 
in all this presumption. I am now arrived at two of 
these distinctions, and I am now reaching the third, 
as I have taken this lion-youth prisoner; for he is 
the BOB ttf Antar's ^ter, and his uncle will unques- 
tionably come to release him as soon as he hears 
what has happened to him ; and then will I 6ght 
him in the presence of my father. 

.AiW this he set out, travelling the mountains 
and valleys in ecstasies of delight, till he reached his 
natiTeland. The good tidings had preceded them; 
his father had been very anxious on his account, till 
being informed of his son's approach, he went out to 
meet him witli hb brothers, and the aged Shdks of 
the tribe. As soon as he saw him and the quantity 
of cattle he had with him, he was overjoyed, and 
Inquired what had happened. Locait related Mi - 
adventures; heestablishedhimself in the dwellings, 
and the horsemen of the horde stood in awe of 
him. He made entertainments for them all, aad in 
the excess of his self-admiratioD, and his anxiety to 
meet Antar, he despatched a slave to Hatal's motliert 
as if irom her son. 
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But now let us returo to our former narradTe. 
Antaraod bis f&therShedad continued their journey 
with two hundred horsemen of the family of Carad 
and Oorwah, and ha men, seelung the land of the 
tribe of Darem ; and as they hastened over the sand- 
bills, Antar was very melancholy at thb interrup- 
tion of his joys, and thus he spoke ; 

" My transports are silent ; but my grief, how 
" can I conceal it ? In my heart is the flame of 
" lore,' that consumes it. How can I disguise my 
" situation ? it is evident. How can I deny it ! 
" My tears disclose it. I say, my heart is at rest 
- " about my love of thee ; but it is a prey to anxiety, 
" and it cannot change. Oft, as I say, my fortune 
" is blight and pure, the n^hts of absence return 
*• to renew its sorrows. O Ibla, how can I endure 
*' with psdence my distraction ? My fate reasta 
*' me with every open outrage. I am seeking Hatal, 
" to rescue him fiom captivity, and I will disgrace 
" whoever puts him in fear. I will make liocait 
*' see the exploita of the lion Antar: he shall shrink 
" fiom me, and I will expose him to peril." 

They travelled on till they came nigh unto the 
land of the tribe of Darem, where they repaired to a 
lake, and halted to consult on what they should do. 
My opinion, said Shiboob, is that. you ride on for 
die rest of this day, till you know that you have 
passed beyond the abodes of the tribe; and when 
you are in their rear, conceal yourselves whilst I- 
depart for the tents, and on my return I will explun 
I 2 
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to you how to surprise them, and seize th^r ]noperty, 
and rescue Hatal and his companions; thus you 
may succeed in all your wishes, and we return home. 
You are perfectly right, Shiboob, said Antar. 

Shtboob accompanied them till he was certain 
that he had conducted them beyond the dwellings 
of Darem. Now, pursue your way, said he, to die 
valley of Ramla, which is ahead of ye ; there con- 
ceal yourselves, and move not till I return. He took 
with him his brother Jareer, and clothed himsdf in 
a jacket of coarse cloth, with wide gieeves, and put 
on an immense turban, that closed over his face. 

Thus they went on till they reached the tents, 
when the slaves, sprung towards them in all direc- 
tions, inquiring who they were. We are messen. 
gers from the tribe of Aamir, s^d Shiboob to Lo- 
cait, son of Zararah ; where shall we find him ? 
Repair to that great pavilion, said the slaves. Upon 
that Shiboob advanced, and Jareer foUowed him ; 
and they found Locait seated at the door of his tent, 
and his brothers round him, and all his cattle scat- 
ta«d about Shiboob penetrated throu^ the crowd, 
but before Lo«ut could question him, May God 
graiit long, life to the noble Chief, he exclaimed ; the 
honoured Prince, the Lord of great emprise, the 
Chief Loc^t, Chieftain of the tribe of Darem. Hall 
to thee, too, said Locait (to whom this discourse was 
very gratifying, and who was greatly surprised at the 
fluency of his speech), O Arab bom, speak thy pur- 
pose, make known thy demands. What manner of 
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man art fhou ? I am, my lord, of the tribe of Aamir, 
your friends and allies, said Shiboob ; and I am come 
to you with intelligence that is exactly to your wish. 
My master Ahkwedh, son of Giafer, has sent me to 
you. out of hb great regard for you, saying to me. 
Go to my brother Locait, and t^l him that Antar b 
proceeding with a party of warriors in order 4o re- 
scue hb nephew Hatal, and hb companions ; and I 
am alarmed on account of hb violence ; but if there 
should be any good opportunity, make bim drink 
of horrors to suffocation, and should he know any 
thing of Harith, who slew my brother Khalid, in the 
sacred hosjntality of King Numan, let him secure 
bim for me ; and if Hatal is still with him, let hiiq 
despatch him hither, and I will send in his stead as 
much cattle as he desires. 

By the faith of an Arab, said Lociut, in admira- 
tion at the sweetness of his language, thb slave b 
an eloquent fellow. May Ood bless the tribe that 
makes its slaves resemble princes and chiefs : as to 
Harith, s^d he to Shiboob^ I took him prisoner, 
and I presented him to Eing Numan, and I have 
rec^ved in bis stead camels and horses. As to 
Hatal, he .is with me in bondage and confinement, ' 
and when hb unde Antar comes to release him, I 
will accelerate his dea^ and thus will I accomplish 
' &e three distinctions, on account of which my 
father shamed me; and I will not leave one of the 
Abrians to tell the tale. Moreover, I am determined 
to deput to-morrowmoming to meet thb black ^ve. 
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O my lord, continued Shiboob, expresMiig hb thanks, 
if you would but be so obliging as to make over to 
me those foul wretches, I cihould be so glad to have 
the chsstisement of them whilst they are in confine- 
ment, till you return from this expedition, bringing 
with you the tribe of Abs and Adnan in chms and 
captivity, and at their head their slave Antar : then 
will I return to my master Ahkwedh, son of Glafer, 
and tell him al> about it. Youth, said Locait to 
Shiboob, did your spies say with how many horse- 
men Antar was coming against us ? Yes, my lord, 
said Shiboob, he is coming ag^nst you with a thou- 
sand horsemen of Ghitfan, and the tribes of Abs 
and Adnan. Locait laughed and smiled at this ; 
May God disgrace the mustacbios of that bastard 
slave, cried he. And he ordered his slaves (accord- 
ing to the decrees of fate) to deliver Hatal and his 
companions over to Shiboob. 

As soon as the sun had risen over the mountains, 
he took away with him three thousand of his choice 
warriors, leaving five hundred horsemen to protect 
the cattle and families. He departed, roaring in his 
rage againstAntar; and he knew not that he whom 
he sought was concealed in his rear. No Booner 
were the dwellings derived of their protectors, than 
Shiboob sent his brother Jareer to inform Antar of 
all we have mentioned. 

Jareer traversed the deserts in quest of his bro- 
ther, and told him of ShibooVs contrivances, and that 
Locait had set out with his warri(H^ and horsemen. 



ciq mod t, Google 



ANTAR ATTACKI THK TBIBE. 119 

' Greatly delighted, Antar ordered his comradea 
to equip themseLvea with thdr arms, and to prepare 
for the contest. He instantly departed, and by 
moroing reached the' lands of the tribe of Darem, 
where he saw the cattle grazing, which his men at- 
tacked, and drove away aR they could of he and she 
camels, whilst the slaves ran home exclaiming, Woe 
and death ! ' The horsemen mounted, and the troops 
hastened from every direction, intending to redeem 
the plunder, all clad in armour and ctwslets, well 
accoutred, and determined to resist. But Antar 
having abeady sent the cattle away with fifty limi 
horsemen, stopped with the remainder ; and when 
the enemy came up, heroes shouted out at heroes^ 
and they stretched out their spears, and commenced 
a furious battle, driving with their lances, that 
wrenched out lives. They smote each other with 
scimitars till blood gushed forth, and streamed, and 
£Ued the whole desert. 

- Antar ovei^wered them with his impetuosity and 
inti^idity, forcing them back till the fight was con- 
• tinned close to the tents, and the wwnen were nearly 
reduced to slavery and infamy. Screams arose ; the 
slaves rushed otit ; maidens sought th^ protectors 
and defenders; and existence seemed annihilated., 
Shibooh had made himself known to Hatal and the 
rest, and told him the real state of the case, and the 
plans he had adopted; at which they were much dcr' 
Bghted, rejoicing at the prospect of release from 
captinty and i^^miny. 
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Now Shiboob seeing the tents vacated by the 
faorsemeD, and every one employed id the conteet, 

. released his friends from their fetters, and brought 
them horses, and a sufficient supply of arms, saying 
to them, Now, airay to your cousins, and aid them. 
Accordingly, Hatal rushed on, followed by the 
others. They Ghouted, they assaulted, they bel- 
lowed, they fought, till the people of the dwellings 
resolved on ffight, having resisted till evening; but 
Ajitar goaded them so fiercely, that they were all 
huddled together with the women. Upon that he 
retired, and night coming on with darkness, My 
couuns, said he, our companions are released from 
c^tivity; and it would ill become us to enslave 
women in the absence of the warriors. It will be 
better for us to return hence, and renounce all out- 
rage and violence. And I, said Shibool^jwill conduct 
you over the extent of the desert, and by cutting 
across the mountmns and the plains, by morning I 
will bring you out in a distant land. So, Shi- 

. boob, as you please, said Autar ; perhaps we may 
soon reach our own country. 

Shiboob set off with them early in the night, 
whilst he himself kept in th^ rear till sun-rise, 
when he conducted them down to the waters of 
Caiwan ; here they halted, and rested their horses. 
Shiboob still directed them across the deserta and 
wastes by imirequented paths^ till he aj^iroached 
the land of the tribe of Aamir, i^ere he made them 
travel along by-roads, and halt tiU lught, when he ' 
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desired tbem to drive on tbe camels and hones, and 
pursue their way in haste, and before morning he 
had left the enemy behind him, but he said not a 
word about it to his brother. Well, Shiboob, siud 
Antar, what are the dangers we haye left bdiind P 
Son of my mother, replied Shiboob, you know well, 
that between you and the tribe of Aamir there is an 
enmity of long standing, and particularly that Bran- 
dbher of Speara, and Ahkwedh, sou of Giafer. At 
bearing this Antar was much disordered. Thou 
son of a dog, siud he, and so thou art a&tud of a 
numerous body of men 1 By the faith of an Arab, 
had I known what thou wert about, I would not 
have left the tribe of Aamir in peace and quietness. 
They halted, till the day was spent, and then de- 
parted, seeking their native land : now Shiboob cftst 
round his eyes, and behold a dust arose, and closed 
up every vent in the country. It will be as well 
to [Hvpare for battle, said he to Antar, and not jnove 
hence till we exactly kaow what all this means. 

Having stationed the he and she camels in their 
rear, tfaey advanced towards the dust, and waved 
their spears. Soon the cloud cleared away ftom 
an army like the drifting sand, and horsemen like 
fragments of a mountiun. All were in coats of mail, 
and breastplates of great weighty and with them were 
camels, and horses, and cattle, and women, and 
children, and the ^rieksof woe convulsed the moun- 
taing. Now then it is all evident, — The truth is ap- 
parent, cried Shiboob to Antar, our property and 
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our tamWiei, my brother, have been a prey to calA- 
mides; our abodes and our lands have been pillaged; 
and if my apprehensioDS are right, this army is of 
the tribes of Aamir, of Gham, and £elab. They 
have vanquished our country, and have rooted out 
every vestige of us. TTiou art right, brother, said 
Autar, and now I hear the vcnce of Ibia, and the 
women of the Carad family. On this day shall be 
made known the virtue of the brave. This calcu- 
lation was correct, and the cause of it was Ahkwedh, 
Bon of Giafer, in whose heart was a ^>arkling flame 
agunst the tribe of Abs. In his fury against them, 
and his alarms of their invanon, he stationed spies 
and scouts over them to bring him news. Thus 
matters continued, till he was informed that Aotar 
Iras gone to the tribe of Darem, and with him some 
of the noblest warriors. He also learnt that Rehia 
and his brothers were still with the tribe of Fazarah. 
Well, stud he to the Brandisher of Spears, what say 
you,- Gheshm, to an expedition against our foes, 
thus insuring retaliation during tlie absence of their 
slave ? Very right, s^d Gheshm, and accordingly 
they assembled the Aamirite horsemen, and thme of 
Ghani and Kelab, and there came six thousand well 
equipped, all brave fellows. Leaving ooe thousand 
to protect the dwellings and the country, he marched 
till he reached the land of the tribe of Abs ; where, 
dividing his army into three corps, lie surprised the 
Abuans tmdfir the v^ of the night, when, most of 
the people being asleep, he put them to the svord. 
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and before the morning rose m smiles, he had pos- 
sessed himself of the tents and dwellings. King 
Cais had fled with his brothers, and those who were 
able to escape. The horsemen were scattered 
about, and sought the land of the tribe of Ghitfart; 
some betook themselves to Fazarah, and the tribe 
«f Abs was completely disorganized, and ruined. 
In the morning the Aamirites returned home, af^r 
having taken prisoners the women, and plundered 
thdr property. They travelled in haste, triumphing 
in the success of their wishes, for the ^atest part 
of the Absians had been driven away in desp^r ; 
many of their horsemen were wounded, and no people 
were ever reduced to such a. miserable state. The 
Brandisher of Spears being under some alarm, lest 
King Cais might turn upon them^ and bring troops 
and armies against him, hastened their march, till 
they met Antar and the Absian horsemen. Now 
the whole tribe appeared through the dust, and 
Antar heard the screams of the women, and the 
lamentations of Ibla. He rushed towards the quarter 
of the women, and pounced down upon them like an 
eagle. His noble horsemen followed him, for he 
was chiefly anxious to release the prisoners fmn 
torments. When the tribe of Aamir recognised 
him, they shouted, and the Brandisher of Spears 
exclfumed. How lucky is this rencounter, than which 
none more beautiful was ever traced on the leaves 
of history ! Attack this slave-dasmon, my cousins, 
be coDtJnued, that we may erase out for ever every 



ciqiiiod't, Google 



1S4 »; AS.AIL. TH, 

■vestige of the tribe of Abs. Come on ! come on ! 
Antar made at him with his whole might ; then 
rushed on the whole arniy. Antar met them '^th 
the horsemen of his tribe, for they were horsemen 
that would mount even lions ; thej received the 
spears on their chests, harder than stones and rocks. 
Antar was at their head, with spear-thrusts that 
made their very skins shrivel witli horror, and in 
an hour, their ensigns aud standards were upset, 
and his horsemen were like one man on that cele- 
brated day. Spears were extended; the stem- 
faced heroes assailed, and the most tenacious of 
existence were prodigal of thor lives ; whilst they 
all tasted of sorrow and wounds. Antar roared at 
their head and shouted ; horsemen drank cups from 
death ; the women instantly heard his shouts, and 
they exclmmed, Oh glorious morning ! Antar, the 
grasper of lives, is come ! and they prayed for his 
victory and triumph to the Source of the Clouds and - 
the Conquerorof the Winds, who opens for his ser- 
vants the gates of life without a key, Frmse be to 
him ! may he grant sinners repentance and grace ! 
They continued in this dreadful state, till the bril- 
liancy of the day bang converted into the darkness 
of night, the two armies separated from the blow and 
the thrust, after they had been engaged in a contest 
that would have turned youth to age. There were 
laid low of the tribes of Aamir, and Ghani, and 
Xelab, about seven hundred horsemen, over the face 
of the land, and five-and-twenty of the Absians 
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were slain, and as many wounded. Yet they t&^ 
tired from the combat, tike vild beasts when they 
start from their dens, and behind them was the 
Hon Antar, and his nephew Hatal. And having 
alighted, they began to txinsult and deliberate how 
they should engage that numerous hosL As for 
me, sidd Antar, were the battle to last a whole year, 
and around me were to assemble all the tribes and 
hordes of the desert, I wiD not stir hence, till I 
release the women from the hands of the foe, and I - 
disperse them over the wastes, and the wilds. As 
for me, by the faith of an Arab, I will not leave of 
all these five Uiousand, no not an old or a young 
one ; as for me, I will offer myself alone as th^ 
antagonist, and I will make tfiem taste deep <£ 
misery. After all thrar exultations, their warriors 
and thmr chieftains will I slay. Thus be remained, 
watching over th«n in the obscurity of the night. 

As to the tril>e of Aamir, when they quitted the 
combat and halted at th^ post, bewildered at the 
tribe of Abs, and at their assault^ they complained 
of their utuaUon to Ahkwedh. If this deemon con- 
^ues to ass^ us, he will not leave one of us alive, 
particularly since he knows Ibla is with us. O my 
counns, stud Ahkwedh, if we do n6t make a general 
attack upon them to-morrow, the Brandisher of 
Spears being with us, we can never hope to succeed. 
Speak not, O chief, said the elders, in this manner : 
we never can succeed ag^nst jVntar, we cannot over- 
come him, whilst he has behind him men like wild 
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beasts, all of whom protect his rear. Were I not 
airaid, said the Brandisher of Spears, of Shedad, and 
Oorwab^ and Hatal, I would go out against him to- 
morrow, and would engage him, and take off hia 
attention from you, till his companions might be all 
destroyed. But I also fear King Caia may over- 
take UB with the Arabs of Hijaz, and powerful 
armies, which we shall be unable to resist ; we shall 
be obliged to fly, and abandon all this booty. My 
oouuns, if the business is indeed, as it is represented, 
scoA Ahkwedh, I will send away the prisoners with 
one hundred valiant horsemen, and when morning 
dawns, we will by some means contrive the destruc- 
tion of Antar ; and if there comes an irresistible force 
agiunst us, and We resolve on flight, we shall, at any 
nite, have the advantage of the property and booty: 
This will do, stud the Brandisher of Spears ^ for 
Antar, if he knows this, will go after them, and then 
we will attack his compuiions and destroy them : 
_ but should he st<^, after he receives this news, bis 
heart will be so pre-occupied with Ibla, that his 
resolution will fful, and he will be in desptur. We 
will make a sudden attack, and complete q^r 
Irishes, for he never could engage this tempestuous 
ocean but when Ibla is present. After this harangue, 
they despatched the captives with one fauildred 
horsemen, and sent with them the guide,' Einihar, 
who led them away under the veil of obscurity ; 
and when daylight shone, the flrst that started forth 
to tfaeflgbt was Antar, and he knew nothing uf what 
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had happened. The armies of the tribe of Aamir 
arose, like the ocean whea it roars. Ahkwedh 
shouted out towards them, and assured them of the 
entire ruiu of the Absians, for thej consisted of 
four thousand well known horsemen, and the Abdan* 
only amounted to one hundred and fifty ; but their 
hearts ever anticipated victory and conquest, r&- 
l^ing OQ the intrepicUty of Antar. With such 
resolutions they etigaged ; they fnerced each other 
with Redeinian spears, and they smote each other 
with thar edged sdmitars. Calamities and evils 
were magnified, and men felt anguish as they ex- 
pred. But God aided Antar and his deeds, that 
day. How many warriors laid he low ! How many 
heroes and brave men did he reduce to despur! 
They ctHitinued in this state till mid-day, when 
Antar seang the Brandisher of Spears plying his 
deaving sword among his comrades, instantly feU 
upon him, like the descent of a ravenous eagle — he 
closed with him ; and as he exhibited all his won- 
derful prowess and courage, he shouted at him in a 
voice that temfied him ; he manoeuvred with him 
for an hour, till having exhausted him, ha thrust out 
his hand toi^ards the lings of his corslet, and was 
about to throw him on the ground, when lo .' a dust 
arose, and a black cloud of sand mounted on high, 
and beneath was seen the fitter of armour, and the 
gleam of spears, and men fearless of death, and 
undaunted, exclaiming, O by Darem ! and at thor 
headwasL>ocait,sonofZaramh, like a frantic eagle, 
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and round him were his brothers, Kke devouring 
vultures ; and when they came nigh to the field of 
battle, and saw the engines of war revolving, they 
rushed upon the Abaans, like greedy lione, for they 
had heard the shouts and cries, and had distin- 
guished friends from foes. WhenAntar marked 
this occurrence, and saw all the troops directing their 
liuices towards him, he let go the Brandisher of 
Spears, and turned to defend himself. The horse- 
men encompassed him on all sides, whirling their 
sharp sabres about his body, and he felt assured of 
death. But the Absians fought like men in desptur ; . 
the thin blades laboured among them ; death and 
imnihilation were let loose upon them ; and bad 
not the God of heaven assisted them, not one of 
them had survived to taste of water. 

They continued in this dreadful contest till the 
darkness separated them, after the Absians had lost 
twenty valiant fellows. Shedad and Oorwah, and a 
number of the Carad family, were wounded : they 
were surrounded by the foe on every ade, and 
every way of access and egress was cut off. Lociut 
haying rescued his property, and rejoitang in the 
accomplishment of his object, hastened to Ahkwedh. 
The Aamirite Chiefs thanked him for what he had 
done, and, to their inquiries about the cause of 
his arrival, he told them what had passed. When 
Antar heard of the departure of Ibia and the 
women for the land of the Aamirites, he laid down ; 
be was sorely afflicted for his companions and the 
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captivity of their women: grief and melancholy, 
such as no heart of man or fiend ever felt, fell upon 
his soul, and his gall was bursting. Turning to- 
wards the noible AbEoans that survived ; Although 
I feel, stud he, as if my life could not last beyond 
this night ; yet to-morrow morning I will challenge 
these armies that surround us on all rades — I will 
shame them with their numbers — I will call them 
forth by hundreds and more. If they do this, I 
shall succeed in my project, were they even as nu- 
merous as the sands of the desert : if they assault, 
I will destroy these armies in your presence, and I 
will rescue you with spears and cleaving scimitars ; 
I will protect you with my vehemence and perse- 
verance tiU you reach the land of ^lirelia and 
Mount Saadi; then will I return alone agiunst 
them, and I will overwhelm them with my strength 
and my power, or my skin shall be 6ayed a£Fwith 
the barbs of their spears. O my son, s^d Shedad, 
there is not one of us that will abandon thee whilst 
thou art alive, were our lives to be t^uced to coUar- 
bmies and shoulder-blades. Thus also s^d his 
nej^ew Hatal, and all the rest. The two armies 
reposed, some feeling gecur^, and some apprehen^ve, 
tyi, day dawning, the fi^ce Absians arose for the 
contest, and their souls bode adieu to their carcasses. 
The universe was convulsed with shouts i the foe 
resolved to attack them with swords and spears, 
when lo t Antar started forth into the field, and 
rushed fcH^ard, determined in his mind to do sonib 
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thing that might be recorded of him, and perhaps 
remove his giief and distress; then he thus re- 
cited: 

" We are a tribe that fear not aanitnlatioa ; we 
" regard not the results of comities. How should 
-" we ? Death draws up his dkirts, and we en- 
" counter him with our noble spirits. There is not 
" one of us that fears death ; for death is pre- 
" destined to every one alive. Come forth, then ! 
" behold the Hon of the den, resolved on chasing 
'• the wild beasts in the midst of the deserts. 
" He dreads not the warriors in the field of battle ; 
" he fears not the most numerous hosts ; he comes, 
" and this day ye shall feel his powerfiil thruste, 
"and his blows that cleave skulls. If I live, I 
" will succeed ; if I die, I shall fall, shun by the 
" separation firom my beloved. The peace c^ God 
" be with thee, daughter of Malik ; and now this 
" day will I ply my sword-blows among them." 

Antar had not finished, when, from the quart«- 
of the tribe of Aamir, there arose a dust that dark- 
ened the day ; and lo ! there arose another dust, 
and it appeared from the quarter of the tribe of 
Abs and Adnan, and it was more extenave than 
the former, and the shouts mote tumultuous and 
more terrific ; and the horsemen, who were beneath 
it, were eagerly pursuing their march, headed by 
Sing C^s. As to the first du&t, it discovered the 
captives of the tribe of Abs and Adnan, and all th^ 
property, and their leader was a knight, with shouts 
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aiid roars, vodferatiiig, I am Harith, bod of Zalim. 
Victory and conquest are thine, O Aboolfawms ! 
Am: the Uoo-warrior is at hand. The cause of this . 
event was, that when'Harith had sltun Ehalid in 
the private apartments of Numan, and had also 
murdered hb son Shiijibeel, as we mentioned, 
Locait look him captive, and delivered him over to 
King Numan, who confined him till the days of 
festivity should ex[ure. Mootejeredah learnt what ' 
had happened, and was not grieved at it, for he had 
killed the murderer of her father. So she sent to 
him five slavef^ who had been brought up with her 
as her brothers, and ordered them to exert them- 
fielves in his liberation. Tell him, said she, to go 
to the tribe <rf Abs, wid jHxweed to my brother 
CiUB, and Antar, and demand th^r protection. 
The slaves went forth accordingly, and wfuting till 
they found an opptqtunity, they entered, and slay- 
ing the guards placed over him, they gave him his 
liberty, and mounted him on a horse. 

Harith set out, travelliag over the wastes, not . 
crediting his escape till he had passed the tribe of 
Aamir, when lo ! he met the Absian captives, and 
their property under the conduct of the hundred 
horsemen. Harith was delighted. The Aamirites 
did not recognise him, but they made at him, and 
surrounded him. He stood firm, and cried out. 
Well ( would ye exhibit your cowardly superiority 
against me, a angle pei:9on P Ye are ignorant of my 
rank; for I am he who slew your Chief Khalid, son 
k2 
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of Giofer, and clodied ye with the greatest shame. 
Calamities were easy to him ; he assaulted them, 
and his vehemence became still more luiious, till 
mid-day, when he had sl^n seventy of their bravest 
horsemen, and the remainder reserved on fligliL 
The Absian slaves released their chiefs, and the 
wiHnen also asdsted them. The nobles being libe- 
rated from the chiuns and disgrace, started forth like 
ravenous lions, and surrounded the remfdnder of the 
Aamirites, whom they destroyed to the last, and 
left not one alive. With expressions of gratitude 
to Harith for this deed, they alighted in that place, 
when Harith related to them the various acddents 
that had happened to him, and what Mootejeredah 
had done for him ; and I am now going, he con- 
tinued, to your King, to demand bis protection. 
Alas! said Malik, Ibla''s fether, such distresses as 
have befallen our King and people were never felt 
by the heart of man. And he informed him of their 
captivity, and that Antar was now fighting. Re- 
turn with me, s^d Harith, this moment to Antar, 
that we may join him in the contest, and tad him in 
these adveraties. 

But as to the sectmd dust, it was the dust of 
King Cais, who arrived with three thousand of the 
renowned Arabs of the tribe of Ghiftan, and they 
' were come to rescue their property and families ; 
but they were abandcmed this time by the tribe of 
Fazarah. As soon as King Cais i^roached the 
troops, and armie% he uncovered his head and at. 
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tacked, hb companions doing the same, and shout- 
iiigi O by Abs ! O by Adnan ! whilst Harith and 
his followers shouted, by Manah ! by Dibyan ! 
At this cry, Antar's heart took course, and Was 
calmed. He roared and bellowed in his well known 
voice: Hail then the day, so inauspidoua to the 
foe ! As Loc^t had already imparted to Ahkwedh 
the occurrences between him and Harithj he was 
greatly amazed at his rdease ; sliouting out to the 
tribe of Darem, he ruelied upon Antar and Harith. 
King Cais assailed the foe with bis pajty, and con- 
fronted the tribe of Aamir- Iq less than an hour 
the two armies were promiscuously thronged— 
the dust arose — the stnmitars laboured — the barbs 
pierced the sockets of eyes — blood gushed out irom 
the nostrils — the noble steeds were thrown down— 
tlie swords hacked right and wrong — ribs were 
broken, and waists cut through. Antar and Harith 
p^onned deeds that confounded beholders. Ha* 
rith's heart was full of rage ag^nst Locait, so he 
sought him .over the plun, as he hewed off necks 
and throats with his sabre, till the earth was cram- 
med with carcasses. Antar also wished to bear 
himself the weight and evil of the' battle ; so t)ie 
flame of war blazed furiously, and the blows con- 
tinued among them till the light departed ; and on 
that day the tribe became a proverb. At last the 
two forces divided, and the tribes of Aamir and 
Darem were defeated. Locait retreated in repent- 
ance; fOT ax hundred of his horsemen were slain, 
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and three dmes as many of the Atunirites, who were 
annihilated; and when they halted, the battle was 
calmed, furious as it had been. Antar met Harith, 
and to his inquiries about him, he related his ad- 
ventures from beginning to end; and now, he 
added, I am come to demand your protection, O 
Aboolfawaris, and the protection of King Caia. 
Antar having tranquillised his mind, and promised 
him security, Harith was rejoiced, and thanked 
him, Antar went to King Cms, accompanied by 
Harith, and told him what he had narrated, and 
how be had aided them with hia exploits. Cwa 
thanked him for his friendly exertions, and promised 
him as^stance, and the extinction of his oppressors. 
At hearing this, Harith thus addressed him : 

" Hola ! hail to your lands and your tents ; as 
" long as ye live, hail ! hail to the man who seeks 
" your asylum, whom troubles and adversides have 
" oppressed ! I have endured things not to be ex- 
" pressed in words, not to be described by all my 
" powers of speech. I have plunged into horrors, 
" and I am come in haste to a King who extin- 
" guishes foes and heroes. O Cais, thou art an 
" active hero, and a knight whose accomplished 
" wisdom defies all imitation. I must tell thee, 
" that I slew Khalid, and made him drink to the 
'i dregs the cup of death. Truly thy aster released 
*' me by force from prison, when I was watching, 
" and all around were asleep. I retaliated for thee 
** with my scimitar— I have redeemed thy due irom 



ciq mod t, Google 



mi IPSECH CO CA1« AMD AHTAR. 13£ 

" him who was thy foe — I have travelled, over the 
** deserts till I reached a party of Aomiiites, with 
" wh<Hn were thy captives : they were in igDomin; ; 
" they were mourning in anguish the cruel vehe- 
" mence of the dusty fight. Ibla too was shrieking 
*< in captivity, and her tears were streaming down 
" her cheeks. She was exclaiming in her disgrace, 
*' Where is Antar, that he might see my dishonour, 
" and what I suffer in my debasement? I released 
" the captives from them with my furious assault, 
" and in my heart I loved and pitied them. I am 
" now come from the land of Irak, bent towards 
" thee to seek thy protection, thou noble-bom ! 
" Art thou not the Jjrave in war, Antar, to whom 
" the stalking lions bow in submission P knight 
'* of Abs, to thee I make my complaint, my sorrow, 
"and griefs; to thee, who feelest no affliction. Be 
'* my support then, O Abcoan youth, and aid me; 
" fer he who seeks thee, is soon free from pain. 
** Protect me agmnst Numan ; there is none but 
" thou to defend me from myself and from dreadful 
" events; for when Uiou appearest, thou ut feared 
" and dreaded ; and thy paveverance reasts every 
" attack. How many are the horses thou hast lefr 
" [dimdcred of life, and thar riders sleeping on the 
" earth ! When they bear thy name on the day of 
^' battle, fear may be seen fluttering in their hearts. 
" Every tribe knows, that where thou art the bat- 
" tlement, there dwells no afiBiction. All the kings 
" of the earth fear thee in battle, for thou standest 
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" alone brave among tnea. Asylum and refuge 
" can never ful maokind : thou art the protection 
" aghast the adversiues of fate — thou art reised up 
" to the bnlliant shooting stars by courage — thou 
** hast raised thy station above Pisces. Mayst thou 
" never decline in glory, in eminence, and honour, 
" whilst the sun shines, and darkness dis^pears ! 
" Cms ! O crown of Kings ! one whose exaltation 
" no one can att^, protect nie, for this day I am 
" come to thee to try thy protection, thy faith, and 
" thy engagement." 

King Cals was much pleased at Harith's versee. 
By the faith of an Arab, s^d he, were Chonx>e or 
the Emperor of Rome to demand thee, they shall 
never set eyes on thee ; and thus also Antar swore, 
saying, Extinguish all thy fearsand apprehenaons, 
and be afraid of do mortal man. Tl^ey then re- 
posed in joy and happiness, and th^ enemies in 
sorrow and affliction, till thp day dawned, when 
they renewed the fight, and bodies and souls were 
sptnled by swords ^d spears. It was a dreadfiil 
calamity, and a scene that would have turned in- 
fants grey, toll about mid-day, the tribes of Aanur 
and Daren being defeated. Antar mangled thar 
horsemen with his irresistible thru8l^,and made skulls 
fly off with his sword : he chopped off hands and 
wrists, and hewed off wrists and jcHnts. The Bran- 
diaher of Spears encountered Horith— they en- 
gaged — the combat raged between them till their 
blood flowed— they saw woe and misery, and the 
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earth and sky disappeared from them — they con- 
tinued till the day closed ; stjll they pemsted m 
their deadly spear-thrusts ; but at last the tribes of 
Aamir and Darem took to flight. The Ab^ans, 
seeing their confuaon, pursued them, destroying 
them with the cleaving scimitar, till the whole 
countiry wa^ obscured. Then the Absians retiring 
with the spoils of the warriors, and their arms and 
corslets, and dispersed horses, reposed in that spot, 
aflerthey had expressed thor thanks and gratitude; 
every one congratulating his neighbour on his 
safety. 

In the morning they dqtarted with the women 
and families, and plunder, and cattle, and set out 
for their own homes. Antar delivered the booty he 
had taken irom the tribe of Darem to his uncle 
Malik, saying, O uncle, when I possessed myself of 
this {dunder, 1 laid it aside for the celebration of 
the wedding-feast My nephew, stud his uncle, we 
will soon accomplish your wishes, and on reaching 
home, we will occupy ourselves only in our pleasures. 
Antar's heart was comforted at these words, and 
soothed at this promise i but the words of his uncle 
were all fraud and guile, and his heart was full of 
rage and resentment. When we arrive, s^d King 
Cais, who also heard this, we will only w^t three 
days, and then we will marry Ibla to Antar, before 
any other impediment comes upon us ; for our foes 
are many, and we have tr^tors amongst us : more- 
ores', the calamities of fortune are not to be trusted. 
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fw we are not secure from King Numao, should he 
demand the aid of Chosroe, King of the Persians, 
against us, or sKouId he invade ua on account of 
Harith, son of Zalim. Then they hastened over 
tJie wastes and wilds ; as Antar, by the ^de of 
Harith, thus redted : 

" I have opposed the revolutions of incontro- 
" vertible destiny. I have endured absence and 
"separation. I show the sentiments of love tor a 
" tribe that would renounce me, and truly their 
" hearts evince no smcerity. I ease with hope my 
" »ckened mind, and with exemplary patience that 
" never ends. My foes abuse me for my swarthy 
" complexion ; but some of my deeds should wipe 
*' off that blackness. Ask. the tribe of my acts, O 
" Ibla, and those who witnessed my ejq>loits and 
" warhke deeds. I repulsed the horse and the war- 
" riors round me as tbey brandished their long 
" spears in their hands. I plunged impetuously 
" into a sea of death, whilst the flame of war was 
" furiously blazing : I returned tinged with the 
c blood of foes, and the foam c^war, that drenched 
" my steed. How many did I rescue from the 
" dreadful scene in the glorious path of firm- 
*' ness, reviving hearts with my sword two-edged 
^ and luminous, whose pcunt would cleave the 
" hardest rock, and a spear, whoever was pierced 
" with it, the perfect light never revifidted his eyes ! 
" Were it not for my sword, and the barb of my 
" spear, I could never have raised a firm support 
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'* for the Ab^ans. I am Antar ; well known a my 
" reputadon, that I am the knight of the noble 
" steeds." 

At hearing Antar's verses, Harith's heart was 
gladdened, and he extolled him (for Harith was the 
vilest of men, and full of guile, and it was only his 
fear of Numan that made him humiliate himself: he 
also knew that all the united Arabs could not pro- 
tect him, so he humbled himself to the tribe of Abs, 
and confided in Antar). They continued th^r 
journey till they reached thar country. As to Malik, 
Ibla's father, all his projects had ^ed; he was 
melancholy and distressed, and he feJt assured his 
daughter must escape out of his hands, and that 
Antar would be married to her, whether he liked it 
or not. So he took his son apart, and told him 
his secrets. My opinion, stud bis son to him, is, 
that you send to the tribe of Fazarah, aad acqumnt 
Bebia and Hadifah that Harith is with us ; that he 
has demanded our Kin^s assistance, and has con- 
fided himself to Antar: perhaps they will inform 
Kmg Numan of this intelligence. On hearing this, 
Mahk was aware that numerous advantages would 
accrue from it ; and he immediately sent to Rebia 
to complain of bis atuation, and to inform him of 
what he did know, and what he did not know. 

When they reached home, they pitched thar 
tents, and being well estabUshed and settled, all the 
country and dwellings seemed secure in their in- 
habitants, and piuling in the return of its (Kcujoen { 
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and it was all in a}iifu^on with feasts and entertain- 
ments, and convulsed with jollity and merriment. 
Antar conducted Harith to his habitations, and 
passed most of his time with him, anxiously expect- 
ing his uncle would fulfil his engagements, and on 
King Cais he depended for asastance and favonr. 
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Five days after, came Khemisoh, IbWa haod- 
maiden, to Antar (he was at his mother's). my 
iord, said she, be mi your guard against your uncle 
Malik and bb son Amroo; be not deceived by 
their words and promises, for be has broken his 
engagements. Now just about that time a mes- 
senger came to lum irom Hadifah and Rebia, de- 
^ring him to enlice Antar out to the lake of Zat- 
ul-itsad, by professing great love and affection fcr 
him. There we will suddenly surprise him, and 
put him to death, and thus be relieved from his 
persecutions. We will just give you some slight 
wounds ; so that when you return hom^ and King 
Cais questions you about the inrcumstance, you 
may say, some predatory horse surprised us; and 
as we were iptoxicated, they treated us as you see; 
and thus you will remove this dishonour from your 
daughter I I have learnt this, conUnued Ebemisah, 
from one of Rebia's slaves, called Maktoom, who 
loves me with the most faithful attachment. He 
communicated to me this plot. The maiden quit- 
ted Antar, whilst he formed his conjectures about 
what ahe had told him. 
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Now Rebia wrote to King Numan to inform him 
about Harith, and that he was with tlie tribe of 
Abs and Adnan, who had j^solved to defend him 
against the world, and that Antar had also g^ven 
him his protection. He also imparted to Malik, 
Ibla's father, what he had done. Antar continued 
in his doubts and his fears, till one day bis cou^ 
Amroo came (o him, saying, Aboolfawaris, my 
father invites you to a feast at the lake of ZatooU 
irsad. On Bearing this, Antar entered hia tent, 
and put on bis most magnificent irobes, under which 
be sull kept on hia coat of mail and breastplate ; 
and as an additional [H^caution, in consequence of 
ShemiBah's warning, be also ^rded on his famed 
Dhami; and Shiboob brought him Abjer. Antar 
mounted, and, tt^etber with his brother, proceeded 
to the lake of Zatoolirsad, where he found Malik 
expecting him, and his slaves were standing in front 
of him. He advanced, and received him khidly. 
Antar thanked him ; but they bad not been seated 
long, when they brought dinner, and afterwards 
the wine; and in the course of conversation, said 
Malik to Antar, I wish you would send to your 
fiiends, and invite all your associates, as many as 
you please, that we may decide on the marriage- 
feasts, and complete all your wishes : it is my in- 
tention not to leave out any one, high or low, but 
to have them all at the banquet, there to dotbe 
the widows and orphans, that your name may be 
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celebrated: so do just what you plea^. Antar's 
heart thb comforted at these wordE, and hU miDd 
felt quite at ease. 

After this converBalioa they pushed about the 
wine-goblets ; the dtunaels suog, and the time passed 
agreeably away, whilst Malik kept turning about to 
^e nght and left ; and, as he cast his eyes towards 
the plains and the Kand-hills, he ctmtinued coaxing 
Antar, and making him dnnk, till Antar perc^ved 
the slaves winking at each odier: at this be was 
roused, and on his guard ; and Khemisah's words 
were verified. Shiboob stood by him with. Abjer's 
bridle in bis hand, sometimes keeping close to them, 
sometimes walking round them, when lo ! he saw 
the daves eacircling Antar, and Amroo clapping 
his hand on his sword, waiting the signal from his 
father. Shiboob set up the roar of a lion ; Bise ! rise, 
son of my mother ! he exclaimed ; quit these foul 
villains, for in their hearts are nou^t but intrigue 
and guile. Antar started up ; he drew his sword, 
and was about to ply it tanoug the slaves, when lo ! 
the horsemen of Fazarah appeared, headed by Ha- 
dtfah and Relna, excliui^ing, Hush on him on all 
fddes; make at him with spears and sdmitars! 
Antar on hearing this prepared to mount At^w, 
when cried out Malik to his acm, Smite him with 
the polished sword, and prev^t him from moundng, 
thou poltroon ! Accordingly, Amroo struck Antar 
about the waist, and cutthrou^ his clothes, and 
reached the coat of mail, which we before mentioned ; 
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BO his attempt was foiled, and his expectations vBre 
frustrated. Already was Aatai on the back of Ab- 
jer ; he grasped bis destructive spear, and made 
towards tbe troopers, before tbey could attack him, 
cursing bis uncle, and upbraiding him. He met 
the warriors, and Shiboob flew before him, like a 
fftwn ; bis bow waa in his hand, and his quiver full 
of arrows. Antar pierced their chests with his spear, 
and Shiboob. buried them over with his shafb 
through their eyeballs and thdr throats. As to 
Jareer, he was quite frantic Your projects, ye 
sons of ad ul tresses and whoremongers, have lailed 
in the chase of the devouring eagle, he exclaimed. 

The day was nearly spent ; b\it the obscurity did 
not come on before Antar had overthrown the horB&. 
men, and had dispersed them ; and the plain and 
the desert seemed too confined for tiiem ; they felt 
the blows and thrusts that hewed their armour : had 
a lion heard them, he would have fallen or fled. The 
warriors were scattered over the wastes, and they 
felt assured of destnicUon and calamities. But An- 
tar overtook Hadifah, and as he was about to pierce - 
him with his spear, Shiboob antidpated him, and 
smote Hadiiah's horse with an arrow ; he stumbled, 
aad Hadifah fell. Antar dashed at him, and struck 
him the blow of high indignation, and cut through 
' the two coats of mail^' which -enveloped him with its 
closely knitted rings, and tlie sword penetrated to 
his joints. Quitting him, he rushed at Bebia, and 
shouted at him; but he wheeled round in flight, 
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and endeavoured to avoid him, for, seeing his attacks 
that terriiied him, and his blows that made him 
shodder, he cried out, What mean these assaults of 
drunkards ? these blows of intoxication ? this slave 
caA never fight but death is at hand; and every 
achievement becomes easy to him. And he sought 
the tribe of Fazarah; and those who wished to 
escape followed hjm ; but those who temained Antar 
left stretched upon the grdund. Haml returned for 
hb brother, who was lying on the earth ; be dis- 
jmpunted, and fastening him on the back- of his own 
horse, carried him off, following Rebia, whilst An- 
ta/s sword still played amongst those that lagged 
behind. At last retiring, he thus exclaimed : 

" See what the foe has done ; but I am the con- 
'* queror over every rebellious unlamented enemy. 
" I have a sword whose brilliancy flashes like light> 
"ning, and when my hand wields it, it sparkles 
" like the shooting stars. I have a spear whose barb 
" exterminates the foe, and leaves him dead on the 
*' dusty earth. Whoever wishes to meet me, to him 
" I exhibit death how easy,- and life how difficult 
" They wished to destroy me ; but my firmly- 
" grasped sword is in my hand, and tlie genii of the 
" earth dread my blows. I am the Antar of horse- 
" men in the- field of battle. J pounce down upon 
*' the heroes, and they are satiated with my thrusts." 

He then returned in quest of his uncle Malik 
and his son at the lake; but he could find nothing 
of them (the fact is, he determined first to Innd up 
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fais wounds siai then to confine Ibla, and absent 
himself from the tribe). They must have returned 
to the tents, said Shiboob, and tojnorrow there will 
be a deal of talking and disturbance. They set 
i>ut for Uie dwdlings, and reposed till morning, 
when Antar, beinjg recovered from his intoxication, 
sent for Shiboob, of whcnn he inquired what had 
Actually occurred. He accordingly detailed every 
circumstance ; in confirmation of which he also pro- 
duced his corslet, and lo ! it was dyed in blood. ' 
Just then came in Khemisa in haste; O Abool- 
&Waris, said flie, my mistresE Ibla sends her com- 
^limebts, and informs you that her father .and 
brother have fled, vdwing that they wUl never dwell 
with the tribe whilst you are in the country. 

The cause of this, and the disgrace of Ibla's father 
was, that, having failed in his plan to destroy Antar, 
lie was ashamed to return to the tents and habita- 
tions. Here we can no longer remain, said he to his 
ion ; I am resolved to repair to King Numan, and de- 
mand his assistance to soothe the sufierings I endure 
ham this slave-demon.; I will also infm-m him, that 
-Haxith is with the tribe of Abs, and that they have 
protected him; and this deed will be the cause of 
their total extirpalion : and if Antar should be ddn, 
■gainst whom we have laid so many snares, then 
indeed all will end well ; we will marry your ^ster 
to some one, iindec whose bmignity we may hve, 
mod under whose awful infinence we may be secure. 
- Af/ky \ oonlanued he to his slaves, seek the pastures ; 
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tell Ibla, that I am become a wretched wanderer io 
the desert through fear of her infamy, and if rfie 
* wishes to preserve her honour inviolate from the 
talk of the slanderers, let her seek refuge with my 
brother Shedad, for th«% Antar will never presurn6 
to wound her modesty. Upon this, he set out with 
his son early in the night, and travelled with all 
speed, on horeeback; but the daves returned, and 
informed Ibla and ha- mother of what had passed 
I will not go, said Ibla, to the dwelling of my uncle: 
I will not stM- from my mother's side. I have no 
BURpicion of my cou^n ; for he will protect me from 
both strangers and relations ; and never shall I be 
a captive whilst he resides among the tents. Having 
reposed till morning, she deared Ehemisa to go to 
Iter couun Antar's, as we have already deserved. 

Antar's heart burst; he felt as if his swil had 
quitted his body ; and whilst he was in a state of 
profound mdancholy, Oorwah and Harith viuted 
him, and as they baatered him for his being so re^ 
lired, he related what had occurred with the tribe 
of Fazarah, and that Reliia had sent to inform 
Numan of all that had passed ; and, added he, be- 
tween him and us enmity and war must unavoid- 
ably arise. As to Bang Numan, said Harith, trouble 
not yourself about him ; f<^^f I ^^^ tl<At Ix^ i^ 
nafdHng against us, I will a^ take ten horsemen, 
with wliom I will set out, and destroy his armies 
and jiamps. As to your uncle, Abot^waris, it 
woald he better to seek him : t^e with you <»e of 
l2 
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King Cais'a brothers; follow him, conciliate him, 
and bring him back to the tribe on account of his 
daughter ; for some one thus says, " the sorrow is 
" relieved, and the p^n diminished that inflames a 
" love-sick youth, particularly when he complwns of 
" his misfortunes to a cumpassioDate heart." 

As Antar listened to Harith the tears gushed 
from his eyes, and his phrenzy became more violent. 
Just then entered a messenger from King Cais, 
saying, O Aboolfawaris, my lord King Cius sum- 
mons you to his presence, for a messenger from 
Hadifah is arrived, stating, that he has a grievous 
complaint ag^nst you. Upon this Antftr mounted, 
and rep^red to King Cais, before whom he dis- 
mounted, and saluted him. Aboolfawaris, stud 
Cais, what is the meaning of this aSair P how could 
you drink to such excess as to commit so outrageous 
an «ct F King, said Antar, what have I done to 
deserve such a reproof? Hadifah's messenger has 
just arrived, said Cais, and be states that in come- 
quence of your blows he has been nearly reduced to 
an untimely death ; and he has couched his message 
thus — Cais, I rode out one day with a hundred 
of my noble horsemen, and my cousin Bebia was 
also of the party. We passed your way, that we 
might congratulate xou on your safety, and make 
our apologies for im joining your expedition, at 
asfflsting you ag&inst the enemies that had rebelled 
agtunst you (the truth is, we had then a large body 
of hwse in Yemen, which is but just now returned 
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m safety). We went to make our compliments, 
but Antar started up against us, when he was at 
the lake of Zatoolirsad ; he was intoxicated ; he 
slew my men, and overthrew my heroes, neither did 
he de^st till he met me. But I imagine that when 
he saw me he was ashamed, for he instantly lifted 
up his arm with his sword and struck me, intending 
to murder me ; and had not his uncle kept him olf 
from me he would have followed us even into oiir 
country. — Great King, s^d Antar, by the truth 
of bim 1^0 rooted firm the tofly mountains, and has 
the power of life and deqth, aqd makes the rfun to 
fall in his bounty and munificence, verily all this is 
false ; they only came to assist my uncle to destroy 
me, and to shed my blood. And Antar related 
every (nrcumstance to the Xing, from beginning to 
end, adding, My uncle has quitted the country, and 
fled ; there is no occasion for me to appeal against 
them, for their enmity towards me has been evinced 
a thousand times, and whenever my uncle appears 
a little inclined towards me, Rebia communicates 
with him, and estranges his heart from me : but as 
to what they say about the party of horse in the 
cities of Yemen, they tell the truth ; for Hadifafa 
and Rebia, when they knew that I was gone to re- 
lease my nephew Hatal, sent ^er me one hundred 
h(H-seroen, promiang them cattle in recompense for 
my death. But Locait fell- upon them, and slew 
most of them. All this has befallen me, and I con- 
cealed it trom you, for fear they should say, Antar 
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jcommitfl violences and outrages; but I will soon 
show them the coDsequences of tyranny and oppres- 
Non when the enemy returns and disgraces them. 

King CaJs easily distinguished the truth from the 
ialsebood;- for he was now put into the direct, 
straight-forward road. Return to Hadifahj smd 
Cais to the messenger, and tell him, .Cais says, by 
the faith of an Arab, there b no truth in thy words ; 
Antar is right, and his evidence unquestionable. 
Moreover, everyone thatadvisesmetobanisb Aot«r 
fi:om the tribe only wishes my destruction, and annihi- 
lation, for I am a man with many foes, and few allies. 
How often has Antar rescued your wives and families 
from infamy and disgrace; and moreover^ I will 
not interfere between Antar and the tribe of Faza» 
rah, for they have provoked him a tbousaud times. 
Thus he sent back Hadifah's messenger, and took 
Antar to the tents, where he learnt all his sorrows 
and the outrages he had endured. 

Antar had remiuned in this way 6ve days, with- 
out relbhing his meals, or sleep, when Ibla and her 
mother sent for him. Enow, my couun, said Ibla, 
that your uncle and his sou have turned their feces 
to the desert and the wilds ; it would be advisable 
for you to go after them, and pursue th^r track, 
for this has happ^ed to them by the advice of 
Rebia ; so he kind to my father on toy account. 
Antar's heart was instantly calmed. Returning 
home, he sent for Oorwah, and his father Shedad, 
and summoned Harith, and his uncle Zakbmet-al- 
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jewad, to whom he related tlie conversation that had 
passed with Ibla and her mother. I am resolved, 
added he, to follow my uncle, when it ia dark. I 
will punish him for his conduct towards me iq 
thus listening to the advice of those accursed ene- 
mies. I have only sent for you to ask your advice 
on this point, and to recommend tbla to your kind- 
oese, for I fear my expedition will be long. As to 
Ibla, said Shedad, she shdl not sbr from my dwell- 
ings, sod she shall be kept for you till youi- return. 
See how it has turned out, just as I before mei^ 
tiooed, said Harith ; let us two go togeth^. By the 
faith of an Arab, said Oorwah, I will not remain 
apart from you. I must be of your party, for when 
you are away from the tribe, all the country is black 
as night, in my eyes. Antar expressed his -thanks, 
they made every preparation, till the gloom of night 
coming on, they mounted, having first drowned 
themselves in armour, and mailed themselves in 
corslets, and girded themselves with scimitars, and 
slung thar spears over their shoulders. Sbiboob 
went ahead, like a male ostrich, and when they 
were at some distance, said Antar to Shibooh, Con- 
duct us by a road where we may meet neither &iend 
nor foe. Come th^ with me, said Shibooh, and 
see 'the miracles I will perfian ; and when I have 
brought you out of this land, I will arrange every 
thing to your satisfaction. Thus they hastened over 
the wilds and the sandhilb, under the night, till they 
enne nigh to the land ot the tribe of Aamir, wh«« 



ciq mod t, Google 



IHIBUOB LBARM WHBE 



Si^iboob having concealed them, said to Antar, It 
vill be well for me to go forward, and bring you 
some Dews. Away then, said Antar. Shiboob put 
on the clothes of a pauper of Yemen, and set out 
traversing the countries and pMns, whilst they re- 
mained in anxious expectation 'of his return all that 
day and night, till the morning, whe^ Shiboob ap- 
peared like an ostrich, and with him a slave, as black 
as a thunder-cloud, whom he was dragging along 
with a rope round his neck, and when he stopped, 
he shouted at him, and pulled him with all his force. 
Antar was amazed; Who is this slave, EbereahP 
said he. This is the slave of Ramih, son of Sabah, 
siud Shiboob, and from bim I have had some news 
of your uncle and his son ; he has informed me, that 
they are with his master in torments, and disgrace, 
and his master is the chief Ramih, the lord of the 
tribe of Jibhan, and he is threateiung them with 
death, morning and evening ; for when I quitted 
you yesterday evenin]^ I penetrated into the land of 
the Aamirites, and there tUs slave met me, advandng 
from the quarter of the valley of Zorood. Who 
art thou, wandering in the obscurity of the dark 
night ? said he to me. Of tlie tribe of Aamir, stud 
I, and what dost thou want ? Son of my aunt, I am 
of the tribe of Jibha^ replied he, and my master 
has gent me to Akhwedh, son of Giafer, and the 
Brandisher of Spears, to congratulate them on the 
fall of Malik, son of Carad, and his son, into troubles 
and difficulties with my master Hamih; so that 
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they may ctmie to him, and witaese their death, for 
they are their enetnies. At heaiing this my reaaoa 
6ed, and my distress increased. Come along with 
me, Btdd I to him, that I may conduct you to the. 
tents of Akhwedh, son of Giafer, for he is my master. 
So he went along with me, my hand locked in ^is, 
whilst I continued to question him about the drcum- 
stances of Malik and his son's accident, and kept 
occupying his attention, till the wings of darkness 
were spread out, when I gave him a cut over the 
shoulder with my dagger, and having mastered him, ' 
I bound him fast, and here he is. At this, Antar's 
wrath was kindled into & burning flame. He went 
up to the slave, Whence art thou coming? siud he. 
From the land of Aniziteen, my lord, replied he. And 
how was it your master obtained possession of that 
Absian and his son P askod Antar. Know, my lord, 
added the slave, that my master, Ramih, was return- 
ing from a feast, to which he had been invited, and 
vrith him was his wife, Daad-ool~aamiriya, and also 
a horseman called Abd Minah, who b the champion 
of our country, and the knight of our tribe, and as 
they came oigh home, they met this Ab^an and bis 
son, travelling over the sands; so he took them 
prisoners, and returned to hiscwn country, where 
he chastised them in the sevcfKst manner, chmning 
them up with the dogs. On this, Hsrith ran up 
to the slave, and, raising his sword in his hand, 
smote hun, and severed his head from his body, 
saying, O Aboolfawaris, it is my opinion, we «hould 
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tniTa'§e the land, and perhaps ve may overtake your 
UDcle, and reEcue him from torture ; and I am con- 
vinced that, after this afiair, he will be like a slave 
to thee. O Hantb, said Antar, were I to perform 
every act the tenderest friendship could ima^ne, it 
vould only increase his hatred and obstinacy ; but 
with me he has a powerful intercessor, and that is 
his daughter Ibia, for whom my heart is cauterized, 
and " she is the life that animates me, and for one 
" eye let a thousand eyes be protected." 

They conUnued on the road towards the land of 
Aniziteen, and Shihooh conducted them across the 
wastes, followed hy Antar and liis comrades. As 
Antar tliought of what his enemies had made him 
suffer, and how he had submitted to be subdued, 
he thus recited ; 

" The revolutions of the world are easy to me; 
*' its inhabitants are of no account to me, and they 
" are of little value. In every scene of war there 
" is a report of me ; whenever they hear that 
" warriors were disgraced in it, I rfuse the dusty 
" storm, and the steeds charge, weighed down wiUi ' 
" the indefatigable horsemen. I do deeds no one 
" else can do ; were other horsemen to do so, they 
" would be exhausted. I consent to be degraded 
" among men. I rei^>ect them, but my death they 
" esteem lawful. I am patient, on account of my 
" beloved, though they outrage me. I cannot re- 
" linquish my pasaon, but no pity do I find. Per- 
" hs^ fortune will &vour me with possesaon ; far 
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" after the Utterness of absence, how sweet will be 
" enjoyment I I am the Antar of the Ab^n^ and 
" my name fills the atmosphere, hill, and dale. I 
" thirst for the blows of the flaming sword, aDd the 
" brave are rendered infamous through me. I send 
" them back, and they fly light and swift, and com- 
" plain of the spear-thrusts of which they are 
" wearied." 

Harith was much pleased at his expres»ons, and 
bis . eloquence, and bdng much surprised at his 
generouty, O Aboolfawaria, said he, had any part 
of'what has happened to you happened to~ me, I 
should have sl^n my uncle, and every One that de- 
pended on bim, I should have plundered his pro- 
perty, and have taken away his daughter, and made 
his wife a captive. That, O Harith, is what I will 
nerfir do, said Antar, were I to drink of the cup of 
death, for could they even make me qua£F of per- 
dition, I can never do but what they please. I well 
know that wbat'is fated must come to jiaaa. Thus 
tbey travelled on over the wilds, till they reached 
the haunt of lions, near which was the abode of the 
tribe of Jibhan. Here they arrived about evening, 
and, halting in a by-place, they b^;an to con- 
sult. Say not a word, saiA Shiboob, till I enter 
among the tents, and see how maaj horsemen are 
gone away Irom the tribe. Shiboob, said Antar, 
we are four of us, and we disregard numbers, great 
or small, for victory is from God, and by the faith 
of an Arab, no one shall enter the tents, but you and 
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I, for I am very desirous thb time to see my uncle, 
whilst he is suffering these tortures; perhaps it 
may appease the fury in my heart. How can that 
be? said Sliiboob, you have such a particular way 
with you, and I fear they may discover us, and 
then we shall be killed, and we shall spoil all our 
good luck. What say you, you hase-bom fellow ? 
said Antar ; were tlie trilw as numerous as the sands 
of the desert, I will not permit any one to touch you, 
not an old one or a young one ; and if the alarm 
should be given, I will show you what you may 
remember in your heart for ever. If it must be so, 
said Shiboob, and you are resolved upon it, off then 
with these arms; and Shiboob put him on a disguise, 
and took him away to the haunt of lions, where they 
cut two bundles of wood, which might be of use to 
them in the adventure. Each took up a bundle and 
proceeded. It was almost dark when they entered 
the tents, through which they (xintinued to pass, 
attentively observing every thing, till they came to 
the tents of Ramih, where they saw Malik, and his 
son in extreme misery, tied up with the d<^ Be- 
hold your uncle, BBiji Shiboob, let yourgrief benow 
assuaged. Antar threw his bundle of wood off his 
head, and Shiboob did the same; hut they did 
not stop till Ramih, who was the chief of the 
Jibhanians, came ou^ attended by a troop of sUves, 
who laid out a sofa for him to sit on. He then 
began to talk to his shepherds, who were parading 
before him bis horses and his cattle : and he in- 
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quired of them about the pastures and the grain. 
O my lord, s^d one of the slaves, I beheld a most 
extraordinary sight this day ; for whilst I was in 
the valley of meadows, tending the flocks, I came - 
upon the high road, where, behold ! was a knight 
hunting the fawns. He was mounted on a black 
steed, and in front of the knight was a man on foot 
girded with an Arabian 'bow, and round his waist 
was a quiver, full of arrows, and both were in pur- 
suit of a fawn, endeavouring to catch it. I stopped 
to look at them, when lo J the man on foot out- 
stripped the knight. He seized the fiiwn by the left 
horn, and the knight, catching it by its right horn, 
and gamig in its fece, thus in poetry exclaimed : 

" Depart, and, ever in the protection of God, 
" may no evil e'er overtake thee ! for thou resemblest 
".my love in her eyes, and her beauty, so depart in 
" security. Although thy form resembles the dam^ 
" sel, no ima^ation can compreh^id the virtues 
" of her mind." 

As soon as the knight had flnished his verses, my 
lord, he let the fawn go out of his hand, and it went 
off skipping over the barren waste, when soon two 
more knights joined them. And what is there so 
wonderful in all this ? said Ramih ; I suppose they 
are of the tribe of Cahtan, and that the evening has 
surprised them, and consequently they must repose 
in my land, and will quit it in the morning. Antar 
was much astonished at the fellow's having remem- 
bered bis verses (for it was he and Shiboob who 
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had cbafed the fawn). But Ibla's father, Malik^ 
having also overheard this account, was con^nnced 
the man on foot must be the dusky Shiboob, and 
the knight Antar, so he said to his son, Should this 
be my nephew, im his way to release us from th^e 
dreadful tortures, never will I ag^ harbour evil 
against him, never will I agtun listen to his foes. 
ItU ^oug, thatl'amwithoutnewsof my slave, that 
I sent to Locut, s^d Ramih, addressing his slaves 
and troops, that surrounded him, and I am very 
anxious to put these two Absians to^ death; I am 
quite tired of keejring them night and day. It will 
be as well to wait, said one of his couons, till they 
come to enjoy the spectacle, so that they may not 
blame yon. Now Malik and his son heard this 
discourse, and they felt sure of death and perdition; 
but Antar and Shiboob were standing without, 
each leaning against his bundle of wood, the night 
covering them with its obscurity, Ramih having 
terminated his discourse, arose to go to the tents, 
and ae be went hy Malik and his son, he stood 
over dieir heads, and beat diem over their noses 
irith a whip, saying, May God curse die fdmily 
to whldi- you belong, for you are full of per- 
Terseness imd iniquity, fellows of Htde generosity 
and justice, ever celebrated for perfidy amoi^st 
men, and falsehood is your clothing. Then address- 
ing Malik, he said. So thou art one of the Ahsioa 
eh^ks, and a black slave has a thousand times d<Hie 
thee IdndnesB, and has rescued thy daughter (mm 
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GHptivitj and disgrace, and he is Antar, son ^ 
Shedad ; thou hast also taken from him a splendid 
dower in cattle, and hast aSBanced to him thy daugh- 
ter ; but thou hast ever lied : may God curse that 
hideous face of thine, and aU thy infamous trans- 
actions ! I will indeed cast ihy fiesh to the dogs, for 
tliou art a lying sh«kh : and Bamih went off to bed. 
Antar raised up the bundle of wood, and flung it 
on the fire ; he drew his sharp sdmifar, making 
towards the dwelling where was his uncle, Malik. 
Shiboob followed his example. The slaves, who had 
charge of Malik and his son, were three ; they were 
stretched out in sleep. Antar put them to the 
sword, and not one of them stirred. Shiboob 
entered the habitation ; he was like a great camel; 
he broke off the fetters from Malik and his son, 
saying, Take each of ye one of the swords of these 
slaves, and trot on before me, that laj brother may 
defend ye with his sword, Dhami ; be grateful for 
his deed, and don't be niggardly of his bride, Ibla. 
Aocordingly, they did as he desired them, and 
hastened away. But Antar, the illustrious warrior ; 
he stood near Bamih's tent, when lo ! Ramih issued 
forth, alarmed by the noise. Antar smote him, and 
made bis head fly from off his shouldersi; then 
followed his brother, terrified on his account. The 
wood blazed, and the flames were furious, and die 
iGk was extending among the tents. The dogs 
Isarked, and the warriors started forth, and they 
ipere all hcoror-strack ; every one drew his sword. 
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eager to discover what was tbe matter. -The night 
became bright as day, from the blaze of the fire, 
whilst Shiboob continued to urge on Malik and his 
son, and quickly passed through the tents. Antar 
followed them, wielding his sword. They proceeded 
into the desert, till terror fell on the inhabitants; 
when Antar, his uncle Malik, and Amnm, having 
mounted some of tlie scattered horses, Shiboob wished 
them to seek the haunt of hona, and escape from this 
terrible scene. But Oorwah and Harith joined them; ' 
for having heard the alarm, they determined to as- 
ast Antar, and accordingly brought his horse and 
his arms. He put on his breastplate and his girdle, 
he mounted his steed, and grasped his spear. Let 
us begone, said he, whilst they are occupied about 
the death of their chief. 

And aa they urged on their journey, Harith turned 
towards Malik to abuse him, saying, Who is like 
this noble lion, to whom every lion humbles himself 
or flies ? How then could you hate and avoid him by 
flight P Harith, cried Malik, I am a man whose 
eyes have been in a swoon, and those ever err whose 
errors are predestined by the God of old. 

Malik dismounted, and, advancing towards Antar, 
humbled himself before him, saying. By the faith 
of a noble Arab, if I betray thee again, let rae not 
be a man, and let me not be akin to the tribe of Abs 
and ^dnan ; for thou hast in this instance done a 
deed we never can forget, and thou hast resusdtated 
our lives after their extinction : comfort thy heart. 
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and let -thy mind be at test, forlUacwi suitoocate 
but tbee. 

.At healing this, Aotar'B sorrows were rfliered, 
and his afflicUom were removed; he dismounted, 
and having embraced hb unde, they traversed the 
desert and the hills, till the obscurity was illumined, 
when la ! some Jibhaniau horsemen overtook them. 
The cause of tfaeir arrival was, that when they heard 
the alarm, everyone rushed out of Ms tent, inquiring ' 
what was the matter. The vromen told them what 
had happened to Ramib ; so they re-entered thoc 
teats, and put on their arms, and galloped over the 
wilds ; and amongst them was the knight of Jibhan, 
Abd Minah. He mounted with the other heroes, 
and sought the lands of Abs and Adnan, hastening 
over the wtlds till they overtook Antar. O Ebe 
'ool Ebyez, said Autar, perc^ving that the hotse 
bad overtaken them, take my uncle, and his son, utd 
. Harith with you, and march over the desert whilst 
I keep off the foe. No, by thy life, Aboolfawaris, , 
sud Oorwab ; we will not return but altogether ; 
so also said Harith : but his unde Malik, when he 
Bi^w the troops making towards them with spears, 
' and swords, was dreadfully alarmed ; Aboolfa- 
waris, cried he, thou art our stay; 'tis thou must 
ward off irom us peril after peril ; on such a day aa 
this I must remember thee. 

Whilst they were thus talking, lo ! anther dust 
arose from the quarter of the tribe of Carem, and 
there appeared beneath it a troop of one hundred 
VOL. IV. H 
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boneMcn, Gpear-armcd, and headed b; liocait, who 
was coming to assuage his heart in the murder of 
Mabk And his sod ; and wh^i Uwy sa.w the Jtb- 
bankmB, tbey rtused thar ^outs tiU they came up 
with them, who acc|uuiited Locait widi what had 
bt^pened to thor Chief Ramih, and told them bow 
Mahk and hie son bad beoi rdeased. This, siud 
Ijooait, must be the act cpf that cunning ^iboob; 

' for in thtf esme nraiiDer he rescued Hatal, «iid then 
Ibej pondered my property, «ad dew our shires ; 
but DOW they shall not esoape me : attacJc them 
M(9y, but do not des^te then on acooimt of their 
onall number. Assault them with spam and sworda^ 
Had portiealiirly if Harith be with Aem. Thus he 
attacked with hsi men, end (^ deeert was in com. 
motion with the glittsr of spear-b«rhs; they slack. 
en^ their horses' bridles, whilst shouU and clamoucs 
aroe& It was a fiightful scene for Malik and his 
son i they both cried out in the name of Antar, and 
diey were in a dreadfid plight 
: Antar wa« quite oveijoyed, for he felt assured his 

, imcle'B|)afidy was converted into ancerity; Whidi 
wouldst thou pre^, said he to Oco-wafa, th^ r^ht 
DT tb^ leftP or wouldst thou attack Locait? But 
Haiith urged on his steed, luid made against Locut, 
without Dotitnag Antar, or speaking to him. Antar 
marked his actions, and foUowed him tuut^ delighted 
at his uncie^s promises ; and as he attacked, he thus 
IniTstout — 

" Rancour has quitted my uncIe^s heart; it bat 
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** 'nmiihiid. Whea he alv what wa« juit; he're- 
" nounced his mdice : mj heart r^oiea; in liis wintls ; 
^ how should it not, when I see hla actions I But 
" if he falnfies bis pnHoise, I will deUver him over 
'* to Him who sees us, and vho finnly rooted the 
** mountains. Away with the man, who, whenev^ 
" I hunuliated mystdf to faun, failed me, and grieved 
*' me. On the day of the thniat of the spear, I am 
" to him the noblest ofkinghtE'by my maternal and 
** pamna] uncle; 1>ut when he is ia& with hia &- 
*' niily, I am the adn of Zebeebab, the tender of 
^ camels. O sword, be thoa the judge between us ; 
*' whan we are present in &e battl^ and when they 
** fly, uid when the spear-thnist Eshautdi the foe, 
** tell them the measengersof death areheseCo mul- 
*' tiply the ^Rictions. What is passed, late haa de* 
** tcrmined ; and he who fights obtuns glory. I am 
** the Antart^War in die day of contests; these are 
** my acts in pure truth." 

As Oorwah assaulted and heard his remes, he was 
amazed at his eloquoioe, as also were Malik, and 
his soDj who thought it necessary to engage in com. 
pany with bim. Thus they attadced as the horse, 
men came upon l^em in every direodoa. The shouts 
mounted on high, and were loud ; the brave became 
{Moverln^ ; the spear-barb drank of the blood of 
kidnies. H«ridi and Locait fought as no formv 
tyrants ever fought; whilst Antar dispersed the 
horsemen ov«r hill and dale, filling all hearts with 
fear and dismay. 
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At the close of the day Antar bad diminidied 
their numbers; snd haying left the JibhanUns 
stretched out on the rocks and stones, he turned to 
Harith, and saw him still vith Locait, and the tiibe 
of Darem, engaged in a furious contest of fierce 
^)ear-thrUGtS' They had sl^n his horse ; he had 
fallen to the ground. Locait shouted, and rushed 
at him ; hut Antar, who saw this calamity, roared 
and assailed like a shower of rais, when it deluges ; 
he sought Locait and Harith in the most determined 
manner, disperdng the horsemen with his well-tem- 
p«^ blade. Oorwah also rushed towards Locait, 
and |Herced Um with his spear, penetrating his 
thigh even to the horse''s back, and halted near 
Harith, till he had mounted him on cne of the 
scattered horses, and then attacked the remuntng 
iDaremites. Remove this disgrace from me, my 
cousins, and Sy not, cried Locait ; soon will E bind 
up ray wound, and return to the contest, and I will 
not have it said we fled from only four men. 
^ Upon that his horsemen rewsted, and ex tended tH^ 
long spears : it was on hour to them that would turn 
warriors grey. They continued in this state till the 
.day fled, and the night came on with its veil of ob- 
scurity; then fled the horsemen of Darem, Antar 
setting them on fire with unremitted thrusts. None 
escaped but those whose deaths were postptmed, or 
whose bodies bore marks of Antar's spear. 
' Locait wished to per^st in the combat, but he was 
incapadtated by the anguish of his wounds : he was 
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safe pecsonally, but in his heart #as a raging flame 
at haviDg suffered this disgrace from five hot^semen., 
Antar retired, the blood trickling from his sleeves ; 
and his uDcle could not cease praising him whilst he 
traversed the 4esert. But Antar was not tranquil, 
or at ease till they came near to the land of Sho<a%- 
bah and Mount Saadi, hearing with thera immense; 
property; for they had plundered every horde 
through which they had passed ; and just as they 
were going to send on Shiboob before them to m- 
£orta the tribe of their approach, lo! one of King 
Cus's slaves met them ; O by the Arabs, he cried, 
how lucky to meet you on the road! Antar was. 
startled : What more have you to say ? he exclwned. 
What has brought you here P Aboolfawaris, said 
the dave, I am now in pursuit of you, for my lord 
Cus has been much agitated since your d^iarture ; 
the loss of you has distressed him. Your father told. 
him you were gone to seek your uncle, but did not, 
know wluther you had directed your course. Xhe 
King was greatly Jtfficted, and despatched slaves 
<Mie after another, who returned all disappoints^ ; 
but I set out last night — No more of this talk, siud 
Antar ; what news have you of niy father Sbedad, 
and of the family of Carad F Aboolfawaris, re^ 
plied the slave, the tribe of Abs is in the greatest 
trouble and tribulation, on account of the rise of 
dissen^ons, and the devastation of the country ; for 
you, my lord, know that Hadifah is a most perfidious 
i^ow ; his head is full of absurdities, and he can- 
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not bear to see any one possessed of a be or a she 
camel, particularly whilst that Rcbta is with him, 
instigating him with all his art and deceit : and now 
too there is between Hadifah and my Lord Cms a 
controverKy and a wager about the speed of th^r 
horses, and the people are alarmed at death and 
misery. 

Now it happened that when King Ctua sent his 
sUves after Antar, one of them returned and «iud» 
My lord, as totAntar, I can hear nothing of hira; 
but on my way home, I passed by the land <^ the 
bibe of Temeem, and I slept in the dwelhngs of s 
clan called the tribe of Riyah, where I saw a colt 
amongst the colts most remarkable for their beauty. 
It belonged to a man called Jaiar, toa of Awef : my 
eye never beheld the like of this ctJt, and nerer cbd 
I mark one of equal velodty in the race-oourse;. 
Gais's heart was captivated at the account (^this 
coh, and his anxiety was rery great Now this colt 
was one of the miracles of the age; and the most 
beautiful animal the noble Arabs bad ever brought 
lip. It was' the most illustrioas of all the Arab steeds 
in birth and pedigree, for its are was called Ocab 
by the Arabs, and its dam Helwee, whose rapidity 
. the lightning even envied. Nations were enraptured 
at her form, and the tribe of Riyah had lotig exulted 
among the Arabs on account of this mare and stal- 
lim. Now the are of this colt was returning home 
with Jabir's daughter by the ^de of a lake (it was 
just then the time of meridian heat) : it was there he 
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bebeld the mue Hdwee staading by ber imater''B 
teat: he ndghed^ and burst Ins baiter. Tbe dam- 
sel was abashed, and let him go, and hastily tcxtlc^ 
refuge in one of the tents out of her extreme mtw 
desty and baahf'ulness. There the stallion rem^uied 
till die damsel again came forth, and caught him by 
the halter, and led bim to tbe stable i but ber father 
aeeiiig ber disorder, that could not be concealed^ 
que^ioned her : an she told 1dm what had passed. 
At this, the ^Ulrica flashed from his eyes, for he was 
an ill-conditicHied fellow ; and he immediately ran tq 
the middle (^ the dwellings, and nusing up lua tur-^ 
ban, cried out, O by Riyafa, O by Kiy^ i and uori 
staittly the Arabs collected round him, to whixn he 
related . the wbtd? affitir, saying, My cou^ns, I wU) 
not leave the seed of my hoise. in the womb of 
Helwee, nether will I sell tt icn- cattle or ca^Ia i 
and if tbey will not let me extract the f<]^u8 out of 
her, I will commisuon some one to kill her. Coata 
oOf dd what you please, they all cried ; &c va will 
Bot ,oi^>ose you (now it was tbe custom of the Arabs 
to act a&er this uaimer in those days). So they 
' brought bim' the mare, and tied her down before 
bim; he ^iruDg up, and tunung.up his sleeve* td 
bis shouldns, he brouf^bt a bowl of water, and 
wetting his band in the water, be mixed up some 
cky, and thrust it up the mare's beby, whh a view (0 
destroy wbat was ori^notly urdained by Qod to exist. 
But tbe mare became with ibal witltout any barm, and 
tbe fellow returned, his passion bfuig now cooled. - 
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Alid there was only wonting 8 few days of the year 
when the mare brought forth a perfect cok; and as 
the owner of the mare beheld it, he was greatly 
plcnsed, and all his apprehensioos were at an «nd. 
He called it Sahis (thnister), in allusion to what 
Jabir had done. 

The colt turned out more beautiful than its sire, 
Ocab; broad-chested, long-necked, hard-hoofed, 
open-nostriled, its tail sweeping the ground, sweet- 
tempered, and, in short, ^e most extraordinary 
animal that ever was. They brought it up, and it 
increased in aze for a long space of time, and it be- 
cSue like an arch of a palace, till one day its dam 
gtnng out to the lake, followed by its colt, Jabir, 
the owner of Ocab, chanced to see it ; he rushed 
towards it, and carried it off, leaving its dam to be- 
wail its loss ; and saying, at the same time, This is 
my colt, and I have a greater right to it than any 
one else. 

The news soon reached its master, who imme> 
diatdy assembled the chiefs of his tribe, and after 
he had toid them what had happened, they repaired 
to Jalur, and reproached him, saying, O Jabir, you 
had your will of your coufdn's mare at first, and had 
your due, and we dedded that point for you. But 
now you wi^ to seize his property and outrage him. 
No more talk, s^d Jabir, none of your abuse ; for, 
by the faith of an Arab, I will not surrendo* it to 
him tin you put me to death, c« take it from me by 
force i and I will stir up a war against you. Now 
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tlie tribe 'was mnrilling to exate dissensions. We 
like you too mudi for that, siud they, on acoiunt ti 
the kindred between us. We will not fight you for 
it, were it even an idol of gcdd. Now the owner <^ 
the mare and exAl was called Kereem> son of Wahah* 
a man peculiarly &ned for bis liberality and g& 
neronty among the Arabs ; and when he percdved 
Jabir'a obstinacy, my couan,' said he, as to the 
colt it is yours, and it beliHigs to you; and as to the ' 
mare, here she is before you, and let her be a present 
from me to you, in order that the colt and its dam 
may not be sepairated ; and let me not appeal a per- 
son capable of defrauding his counn of his property. 
He then turned away, and made over the colt and 
its dton to Jalnr. The tribe highly applauded his 
acdon ; but Jabir Was so abashed at his kindness to 
himself, that he returned the dam and colt back to 
him, and with them a handsome string of he and she 
camels. Dahis turned dUt a most perfect animal in 
every respect ; and when his mast^ wished to race 
him against another he rode him himself, and would 
say to his antagonist, Precede me an arrow's shot, 
Uiat I may overtake you «nd pees you ; and he not 
oaij came up with him, but outstripped him far) 
and to any one that saw him he appeared like ab 
arrow in its most rapid fli^t, or a star sped with 
calamities. When Cais beard of this he was quite 
beside lumself, and he could not sleep. He sent to 
its master, Kereem, saying, Sell me this colt for 
whatever you cboose <^ gold and silver, that I may 
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aeoi it you without dday, and there be no maia for 
Rproacb. Kercem was highly inccDsed and ii^ 
dignant at this message. Cats must be a dolt or an 
iU-bred &Uow, stud he. What ! does he suppose that 
I am « mendiant to aell my horses, or that I am 
unable to ride this borae myself P By the faith ai 
•a Arab, bad he sent to request Dahis, asa present^ 
i would have sent it to him knaicdiately, taid with 
him a sbing of be md dx camels ; but in the way- 
of traffic this can never be, were I even to be made 
to drink of death. 

The messenger returned ta Cms, and toU him 
Eereem's answer, at which Cais was exceedingly 
ouBged. Am I the King of the tribes of Abt and 
Adnan and Fazarah and Dibyan, sfud he, and shall 
a foul Arab presume to craitradict me? And he 
called out to his meu and waniors ; instantly armouf 
and coats of mail sparkled, swcn^ and beiniets glit* 
tered, the bold heroes mounted tiidr bard-hoo^ 
steeds, they dung on their spears, and set out foe 
the land of the tribe of Bjyah ; and as soon aa the^ 
came m^ they rushed upon the pasttiies ia the 
morning, and carried off an immense quantity of 
cattle, iriiich Cais surrendered to lus noUe cou^iis> 
After this he invaded the tmta and dwelUi^, foe 
the inhabitants were perfectly unprepared for any 
sudi catastrophe. Eereem also b^g absoit on 
0ome military excursion with his men and chiefs, 
the AlwanB attacked the hal^tabons, and captured 
the wives and daughters. Now Didns waa tied 
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amongst the tent n^ies,. for'Kereem never nide him 
in battle, fearful of death, or snme aoddent ; and 
one of the ^aves, who waa in the dwellings^ happen- 
ing to perceive die invading hostj went up to DaluB, 
intending to.buTBt the beel-ropea by which be was 
tied ; but he was totally unequal to tbaL i^calt task. 
However be mounted him, tied asbewat, and struct 
hia ndes with hitf beets, and be flew away with the tJave 
m the excess of his high apiiit, and contiDued spring- 
ing and skipinng like a fiiwn till he reached the de- 
sert ; and though the Abuan honemen galloped after 
Iran, th^ could not even overtake Ihs dust. A» 
soon as Cus saw Dahis, he recogmzed hue, and hn 
anxiety to possess hini increased ; he advanced lo- 
wds his rider, whilst lus regret was exeeediBgly 
violent, because he was aware that if he pursued 
bim he should never succeed in his hopes, however 
eagerly he might follow Inm. The dare, h^g now 
at some distance from the Absians, dJnnounted Irom 
the horse, and having untied the heel-ropes frooi his 
feet, again mounted, King Ceus stiU pursuing bim ; 
and when be came ni^. Stop, O Aral^ he cried, 
yon have my protecticHi and security, by the findit 
of a noble Arab I At this the slave halted. Have 
you a mind to sell thathtvseF asked KingCais, £or 
you have fallen on a putchaser the most wistful of 
all the Arab warriors. I will not sell him, my lord, 
stud the Arab, but for the restitution of ^I tliis 
plunder ; and it will reflect some honour on me that 
I shall have made him *>f bo much value and con- 
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sequence. I will buy him, Arab, of you, added- 
Cais, and here is my hand in confinitation of my 
«iigagemait and, bargain. The slave instantly 
agreed, and dismounting from the colt, delivered 
it over to King Cais, who mounted in the fulfilment 
of his liopes, ordezing the Absians to restore the 
cattle they had taken; and they did so, not de- 
tuning even the value of a halter. Thus King CaJe 
possessed himself of the horse, and b^ng overjoyed 
at his success, retumed home. As soon as they were 
established, Cius, out of his great fondness for Dahis, 
used to feed and rub lum down with his own hands. 
And soon the, account of Dahis readied the tribe of 
Fozarah; and in the heart of Rebia the flame of 
envy was kindled. Hadifah also was in a ^ilar 
state, and they wished to contrive his death. My 
o{Hnion, said Rebia, is that you have patience for 
some dme, till Cais cool in his passion for him, for 
he is now completely devoted to the horse *. 

' He race betveen Dibii, King Caia'i bone, and Gfaibn, Hadt- 
fali'i mare, it historicallj true ; in coiuequence of ubich a war mm 
Irindled beHreen the two tribes tbat lasted forty yean : and it becama 
■ jnoretb amoogit tbem ; >o that irtienerer a ^ipute «u will) difficulty 
allayed, tliey would lay, Ibe battle of Daliii and Giiabta ii aiiien. 

It it alto stated that Cais wai the owner of both Dalii> and' Gbaln^ 
(ud that Hadibh waa poaaesaed of two mam, whioA be can against (he 
brraer two. That Hadifab Iqjured Dahia ia alao mentiuned, and that 
Gbabia wan the tace j but tbat Hadifah, bong unaltiBSed, raised 
Uogblei and disseDBBUi,' which lasted for forty years. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Abodt that time Hadifah gave a grand feast, at 
vbich Carwasb, King Cub^s counn, was present ; 
and when they had eaten their dinner, and the cups 
of, wine were circling round, the conversatiofi turned 
upon the most famed chieftiuns of that period, till 
having exhausted that topic, they began talking of 
their celebrated steeds, and thrar races in the deasrt. 
O my cou^, smd Carwash, there never has ^>- 
peared such a horse as my couan Cais^ Dahis : there 
can be no competitor for superiority, for he startlet 
every one that looks at him ; he is the antidote of 
grief to every one that beholds him, and he is a 
strong tower to any one that mounts him. Thus 
he continued to describe bim in such glowing termb, 
that the hearts of the tribe of Fazarah, and the 
minds of the faituly of Zeead, were in agtmies. 
Hear him, my brother, sud Haml to Hadifah : this 
is quite enough, continued he, turning to Carwasb, 
all tiiat you have sud about Dahis Is stuff, all non- 
sense, for at thU day there are not finer horses than 
mine or my brother's. Upon this, he ordered the 
slaves to parade the horses before Carwasb, and 
they accordingly exhibited before him the horses 
of the famUy of Beder. Here, Carwasb, said flaml, 



c,qi,i.d=, Google 



171 



CABWtlH MAKES » 



look at this horse. It is not worth his dried fodder, 
said Carwash. They then jiaradcd Hadlfah's horses, 
amongst which was a marc called Ghahra, and a 
stallion called Marik. Look, Carwash, at these 
horses then, sud Hadifah. They are not worth his 
dried fodder, repeated Carwash, Hadifah, very in- 
dignant at these expressions, exclaimed, What ! not 
even idhabra? Carwash. No, said Carwash, not 
Ghahra, nor all the horses on the face of the earth. 
Will you make a xa&Uh for King Cais P said Hadifah, 
Ye^ s^ Carwash, iJiat Dahis will beat all the horses 
of the tribe ^.Fazarah, had he even on his back 
whole kintals o£ stones. They disputed, asserting, 
and contradicting each other, till eaii Hadifah, 
Wellihen, let the Trinner tt^e as many he and she 
camels as he pleases. You will play me false, 
■ Hadifsh, said Carwash, and I do not wish to take 
you in. I will not bet you more than twenty she 
«nncls, to be paid by the owner t^ the beatm horse; 
And dms ^e buunen wa« settled. Having finished 
-the dayineating, they reposed that night; bat early 
next day Carwash lode off, uid sought the tribe of 
' Abs, till cmung to King Csis, he tt^d him all about 
the bet You have done wixmg, O Carwa£h, said 
Cais. You might have betted with. ail the world, 
but Haditah, for he is a very obstinate feQaw, and 
fuU of Bhifts and pretexts. But if you have settled 
the bet, I must cancel it. C^ only waited till his 
company had quitted him, when he mounted his 
, hone and repaind to the tiibc of Pajsarah, whom 
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he finmd seated ia the midst of die dwdlings, witlt 
their dinner before them. Cius dismounted ; h« 
bared his arms, and seated himself amongst them, 
and began eating their dinner, ]ik« a geaerous Arab. 
Cousin, said Hadifah, wishing to quiz him, vhat 
large mouthfuk you tidce ; Heaven defend tis from 
Tour Toradousness ! I am indeed hungry, cousin, 
said Cais, but by Him of hereafter and heretofore, I 
am not here merely to eat your dinner, but I iun 
come to iSssolve the wager, which was made be^ 
tween you and my cousin Carwa^. I request you 
wffl break the bargain, for every thing that happens 
over ihe bottle should be annulled and forgotten. 
Know then, C«B,«ud Hadifah,! will not be off the 
bet, except that I receive the he ^id die caiDdH> 
imd when you have produced them, it will be per- 
fectly indi^reat to me. However, if you wish, I 
vnll tame them by force, or if you Kke, I will re- 
nounce them.by way of graee. Whatever Caia could 
say, over and over again, Hadifah still kept to one 
side of the question; and as Hadifah's broths only 
laughed at him, Cais was in a violent passion, as he 
said to Hadifah, (his face all flutdied with rage) How 
much was &e bet between you and my cousin ? For 
twenty she camels, siud Hadifah. As to (he first 
bet, Hadifah, stud Ctus, I dissolve it, and I win lay 
you another, and let the wager be thirty. Forty, 
said Hadifah. Fifty, said Cais. Sixty, said Ha- 
difah ; and they continued ri^ng till ihey made the 
bet a hundred she camels, and conagned tlte omtrtwt 
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into the hands of a man called Sabic, son of Wahab, 
whilst a crowd of old and young collected about them. 
What distance shall we run? said Hadifah to Cais. 
Forty arrow shotB, said Cais, and we have an archer 
called Ayas, son of Mansoor, (for there was no Arab 
at that day ccfuld shoot like him, and the Arabs had 
made him quite a proverb). King Cais was anxious 
indeed for a kMiger race, on account of the strength 
of his horse's muscles, for the greater distance he 
went, the more his spirit and animation increased ' 

. in his moTements. Determine then, said Cais to 
Hadifah, when the match shall take place. Forty 
days, I think, stud Hadifah, will be required to train 
the horses. Very well, said C^ ; and the afiur was 
mutually settled, that the horses should be tnuned 
forty days, and the race-ground should be near the 
lake of Zatulirsad; and the horse that should 
arrive first should be the winner. Cais having given 
his consent, he returned to the tents. Cousins, said 
one of the Fazarah horsemen to his neighbours, be . 
assured dissensions will arise between the tribes of 
Abs and Fazarah, in coiisequence of this race be- 
tween Dahis and Gbabra: the two tribes will be 
■disunited, for King Cais is come in person, and , 
he is a prince and the son of a prince. He has 
endeavoured to annul the bet with Hadifah, who 
would not consent, and this will be a budness that 

..will occasion a contention that will last nearly fifty 
years, and many will be destroyed in wars and 
battles. As to that, s^d Hadifah, I care not about 
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it, hnther will r fdUov such advice. I tritl soon 
describe to you, O Hadi&h, the end of this, ytrar 
obstinacy with King Cais, said Ayaa, and thus he 
addressed hint : 

" In thee, O Hadifah, there ia no beauty, but in 
" the purity of Cais there is no st^n ; how pure is 
" hisadvice, and how becoming t hut pn^mety is inw 
" planted in him. Bet tlien with some one who fafls 
" not io his possession even an ass, uid whose &ther 
" owns not a horse. Give up Cais, for Cais has 
." wealth, and possessions, and horses, and a fioy 
" spirit, and moreover, that Dahis, who in the day 
." of the race is pre-eminent, when he moves or stands 
" still. He is a horse, when a night of dust sheds 
^' its obscurity, you may see his hoo& like a fife- 
." brand." 

O Ayas, s^d Hadifah, thinkst thou I will shrink 
from my word .■' I will have the camels from Ciua, 
«nd I will not permit my name to be banded about 
«s (me incapable and beaten ; let things have their 
course. 

Wlien King Cais reached the tents, lie first ordered 
Lis slaves to triun his boracE^ but to be most purticolat 
in th^ attention to Dahis ; and then he related to ~ 
his Ivother and his unde Asyed what had passed 
jbetween him and Hadifah. It was on that day 
Shiboob arrived, and gave the news of Antar's return, 
to the great joy of King Cms. All the tribe of Aba 
iwent out to meet him, and saluted him. Kng Caia 
took him by his side, and received him most hoiKHuw 

VOL. IV. K 
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•Uy, and conversing vith him, asked him vhat had 
oecurred during his excursion. Antar related every 
circumstance concerning his uncle Malik ; bow he 
had rescued him irom punishment, and released him 
iron the do^; and, in reply to Antar's inquiry 
about the horse-race, C^s repeated what had oc- 
«urred between him and Hadifah' O king, said 
Antar, calm your heart and brighten your eye, run 
the race and fear not ; for, by the faith of an Arab, 
if Hadifah moves or exdtes any disturbance, I will 
kill faim, and I will kill the whole tribe of Fazarah. 
Thus they cantjniied, till they reached the tents, 
but before Antar would enter the tent of Ins couun, 
lUa, he went to look at Bahis, and walked ail round 
4un, and saw that he was the wonder of the world 
in qualities that astonished every one j and Antar 
having comforted Cais's heart, went home. By the 
hiih of an Arab, s^d Harith, it would be better to 
irenounce this buuness than to per»3t in it, (Harith 
lua rdated to the tribe of Fazarah, and he was airaid 
that Antar would bring down upon them a violent 
death.) Antar reposed that nig^t in his tents, but 
the next day came Sinan, e(hi of £be Harithah, 
to. King Cais, fnHu King Niunan, and the cause 
of SiQan's coming was Hadifah's mess^iger, who 
reached Numan, and told him that Harith was with 
King Cais and Antar, Who are resolved, said he, 
to pxrtect him agidnst you and Chosroe Nushirvan, 
and all the inhabitants of the wilds and wastes. I 
cannot ima^ne, said Numan, that ray brpt]ier>iniJs« 
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«f thetnbe of Abs will protect the nmtderer of my 
son ; and he immediately ordeifed Sinan to repair to 
King Cms and Antar, and to demand Harith of 
them. Sinan accon&igly depaKed for the land of 
Abs and Adnan, and arriving oo that day he pro- 
ceeded to King CtoBf and told him be was oome to 
demand Harith ; For it is reported, mi he, ^at you 
have given him an asylum. Xing Numan has sent 
me to you, saying to me, If Harith is with King 
Cais, tell him to suirender him to you, and do yon 
bring him to n^. Now I am his surety, md yott 
know the consequences. Cais was much troubled, 
I know,0 Sinan, aaidbe, you are aD old shakb, and 
many perstms auhnut to your apmioDs. You baire 
learnt that Harith has slain my father's murderer, 
Khalid, BOD of Giafer, and for our sakes he has 
exposed his life, and what he fdl into Sing Nnman's 
power, my sister rescued him frmn death. She sent 
him to us, knowing well that we should protect him. 
We will not surrender him to any Arab of the wil- 
derness: had he come to us, when we were 8u£. 
fidently secure in our tentff, perh^ we had driven 
him awi^ftom our tribe; but as a consummation of 
good fortune, he met our prisoners with the tribe of 
Aamir, and rescued them with bis sharp sword, and 
he has behaved goieroualy towards us, first and last ; 
we cannot therefore dismiss him from our protection, 
■w&e emt our heads to fly off before him. The 
man is under our protection, and neither Stag 
Numan, vat Chosroe Niuhirvan, dial] have any 
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authority over him ; not a hair of hia head will we 
deliver up, till after the hlovs of the thin-edged 
seimitar, or th« tbniat of the well-proportioaed spear; 
let ffuman be pleased or angry, just as he likes. 
They were thus conver^ng^ when lo I Antar came 
in* brandishing his sword Dhami, for he had heard 
of Siaan'ft arrival. As he entered, he did not salute 
«r speak, but turning upon Sinan, Thou despicable 
shakh ! h« died, thou artful dog ! art thon he that 
jis coB>e from King Numan ? Were I not in the pre- 
sence i^ this king, I would make thee drink of thy 
death. Avaunt ! b^one ! away to him who sent 
thee ! tell him from me that I have protected Haritb, 
ndther will I deliver him to an Arab or a Peruan ; 
and if Numan sends us another messenger, he shall 
not ceturn &oia me but degraded and repentant. 
Sinaa arose, and «as struck with horror ; he was 
confounded and bewildered; he imnediately de- 
ported, and in his heart wasan unqu^ichable flame, 
and an uHappeasable. Bre ag^nst Antar. In the 
meantime, Hadifah had heard of Antar's returoj 
and that he had encouraged Cais to the race. O 
aj brother, siud Ham) , I fear^ should Antar fall on 
me, or one of the family of Beder, he will kill lum^ 
and we shall be dishonoured. Annul the race, or 
we shall be annihilated. Let me go to King Cais, 
and I will not quit him, till I persuade him to come 
to you to request the bargain may be broken, and bis 
. perrerseness be satisfied. Do as you please, said Ha- 
diiab. Accordingly, HaiOl mounted his hone-, and. 
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immediatdy went to "Sing Ciu8, without asluiig any 
permisnon, and there he found bis uncle Aeyed, who 
was a wise and sesable man. Haml saluted him and 
kissed his hand, and exhibiting great interest about 
CiuB, O mj cousin, sud he, know that my brotheif 
Hadifah is but an ill-conditioned fellow, and full €S 
intrigne. J have been these three days abunng luoi* 
in order to induce Him to abandon the wager. Well, 
said he, at last, if Cais again returns to me, and 
wishes to be off the bargain, I will annul it ; but let 
not .die Arabs hear that I abandoned the bet in fear 
of Antar. Now you know, my cousin, that to for- 
bear with couuns is the greatest of kindnesses, so 1 
am come to request that you wHl go with me to 
my brother Hadt&h and ask him to give up the 
race, befi^e any disturbances arise, and the ttibe 
be driven away fn?m its native land. At hearing 
Haml's discourse, Cais was abashed; for he was 
easily persuaded, and was of a noble birth and origin : 
he immediately started up, and leaving his uncle 
.Asyed in his place, he accompanied Haml to the 
■Country of Fazarafa, and when they were half-way 
betwe«i the two hordes, Haml went ahead of Cus> 
whom he Uius praised ; at the same time blaming 
his brother Hat^h, in these lines : 

" O Cais, he not incensed against Hadifah, for 
" he is a vile obstinate fellow, and imquitous in his 
" deeds. O Cms, if you polinaaously pernst-in 
" this wager, destruction will be its result, and its 
" consequences will be fatal. I fear that my brother. 
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« for his foul deeds, will suffer what the youtb' 
" Eeltboom suffered, who raised his brother to high 
"honours; but he swerved from propriety, and 
" became a rebel, and his power was atmihilated. 
" O Cdis, both you and H^difah are higb-sjnrited, 
" and on that account I un in great affliction fixt 
" you. Renounce all private interest, be kind and 
" g^oesDus, before the oppressor becomes the op* 
" pressed." 

Haml continued abu^ng his broUier, luid admiring 
Cms, till th^ reached the tribe of Fazamh by eyen. 
Hi^ where they saw Hadifah and the chieftiuns as- 
sembled together. Cws saluted them, and throwii^ 
his eyes round, saw Sinan seated by Hadifah^s Mde. 
He disguised his feelings, and eKclmmed, O Sinan, 
return, if thou wouldst exert thyself in the cause of 
■petue and friendship, and the preservation of the 
blood of noble horsemen. O King, said Sinan, I am 
paralysed on that point ; by the faith of an Arab, I 
cannot possibly redeem my life from death, for you 
know that I am Harith's surety with Numan, and. 
88 I cannot return, I have sent my comrades to ac- 
quaint him with my ^tuation, and in the mean time 
I am come hither to seek an asylum till you and 
yoiu- brother-in-law Numan dedde on your future 
movements. 

Now this speech of Sinan^s was all dis^mulation 
and deceit ; and he only came to the tribe of Faza- 
nh to ^broil the two tribes, and to work th^r mu^ 
tual deetrpction ; for when the scene between him 
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«Bfd Antar was over, Siaan nnhed out quite ttlipe- 
fied. Away, aaid he to hi* companuHiB, awaj to ■ 
King Numaii, and tdl him all you have heard from 
tbe black Antar, Uiat contemptible fdlow; and do- 
Mrehim to bnuI iiitK{Hd armies againet the Abnan% 
to root out every vesuge of them. As to toe, I will 
repair to the tnbe of Fazarah, to plot the death of 
Antar, and the Ab^ana, that I may extirpate them, 
and knock down their boundary marks. 
' His companions hastened to King Numan, but 
Sinan ivaclMd the tribe of Fazarah, and Hadifah 
received him with great distinction, asking the caOsc 
of bis urivsl. I am come, said he, to carry away 
Harith from King Caia ; but Antar has said to me 
so and so : I have therefore sent to Numan to teU 
bim what Antar has said, and what Cais has dooet 
In the mean time I am come to you, and I cannot 
possiUy think of returning home till I have con- 
trived the destruction of Antar and Cais, and not 
lefl a man of them alive. Hadifah told Sinan aU 
about the horse-race ; and I have just sent Haml^ ^ 
he added, to King Caia, and it was my intention to 
make peace; but now that you have imparted this 
to me, I will never give my consult to any accomt- 
modaticm: and justat that momentarrivedCwsaUd 
HamL ' 

Hadi&b, as soon as he saw Cais, resolved to ov«^ 
whelm him with shame, as Sinan had recommended. 
As to thee, sud he to his brother, pray who ordered 
thee to go to this man? By the &ith c^ a nobl« 
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A fab, vere every human bring on the face of the 
earth to importune me, aad should any to me — ^O 
Ba^ah, do but relinquirii one hair of these camelst 
I would Dot relinquish it till aAer the Bword-blow 
that cleaves, and the ^>ear-thrust that' penetrates. 
C^ UufJied, and remounted hit horse, reproaching 
Haml for hts conduct. The night was now ad-> 
vancing, when Caia, convinced that thb afifi^ was - 
entirely owing to Sioan, thus spoke his rebuke : 

" In truth I abhorred the horse-race, fearful of 
" outrage; but my adversary is stanch to his bar' 
« ^am : I stud gently, Hadifah, abandon it, and 
*' hear what I in my clemency say. But he wad 
** violent ; and as he saw me become milder, he be- 
•* came still more outrageotfs. • Sudi intemperate 
** nets are Iniquitous: they insulted me when they 
" saw me gentle, and I am cidled a great coward. 
" As to me, by Him to whom belcxig the pillar, and 
<* the sbnne, and Zemzem, and the wall, I have 
" that resolution in me, that will put to flight the 
** calamities of fortune, when they are even (lestined 
'• by fiitej and I have heroes that will meet the rush 
** of death with hearts incorporated in their whbl< 
" frames. O family of Bedr, although power oon'- 
** sists in command and prohibition, by my life, it 
* cannot last long : but he who has advised you this 
** day has erred, and over him will hover the birds 
« of death." 

King Cius appfied the latter lines to Sinan ; he 
then proceeded till he reached home, where he found 
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his undes and brotKcrs sitting in anxious expectatitm 
c^him, and in a state of the greatest inquietude. O 
mj son, aaid his uncle Asyed as soon aa he saw him, 
thou haat done a foolish deed, far thou hast degraded 
thyself. Had it not been for Sinan, s^d Cais, I 
should have accommodated the buaaess ; but now 
there is nothing for it but the race and the wager. 
He then communicated to them that Sinan had 
talcen refuge with the tribe of Fazarah, uid had en- 
gaged to aid them with his advice and contrivances. 
They were amazed, and repented of having let lum 
escape out of their hands. 

Kng Cius reposed that night, and as he was fixed 
in the detennination about the race, he trained his 
horse for forty entire days. The Arabs of that 
country had engaged to eadi other to come to the 
pastures to see the race ; aad when the forty days 
had expired, the horsemen of the two tribes as- 
sembled, and flocked to the lake of Zat-ul-irsad ; 
and also Ayaa the archer was there, who, turning 
his back upon the lake, to which the horses were ta 
run, and moving himself towards the north, shot his 
hundred shots mth his arrows, till he finished at a 
welt-known spot. Soon arrived the horsemen of 
Ghiftan and Qibyan, for they were of one country^ 
and between them were kindred and relationship, 
and all were called the tribe of Adnan. Cais had 
tecommended Antar not to he present, he was so 
afraid of the occurrence of dissensions. Antar 
listened, but he could not stay quiet ; and being 
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alarmed finr King Cais on account of thoae dastardly 
Fazareans, who might betray him, he mounted Ab- 
jer. He girded on his sword Dbami, and taking 
Shibodb by his side, be joined the multitude in bis 
feats tar King Zoheir*s sons ; and when tbey i^k 
proached, they saw him like a mailed lion ; his sword 
was drawn in his hand, and bis eyes were throwing 
out red burning coals. 

As tb^ all halted, they continued to look at him, 
tiH he b^ng in the midst of them, cried out in a 
tremendous voice, Eh I noble Arab Chiefs, and il- 
lustrious men here present — ye know, that I am the 
&Toured man of King Zoheir, father of King Cais, 
and that I am the slave of his munificence ; it was 
be who admitted me to rank and kindred, and caused 
me to be numbered amongst the Arab cbiefs; but > 
though he did not survive, that I might repay him 
for bis kindnesses, and make the kings of the earth 
Kubservient to him, he has left bis Absian son as his 
hm, whom his other brothers have acknowledged, 
and have placed in the seat of his father, on account 
gf his good sense and uprightness, correct judgment, 
and. high rank ; I am his sbtre, his propoly, the 
succourof him who loves him, the enemy of him who 
oppoeea him : never shall it be said whilst I am 
alive, that I ever saw him debased by a foe. As 
to this match, to which he has gradously given 
his consent, it is incumbent on us to aid him 
in all his wishes; so there is nothing mate to 
be done but to let the horses go. Victory Is frtNn 



ciq mod t, Google 



ABTtcB TO TUK tacKiat. 187' 

the Creator of day and night ; and I swear by the 
sscied Shrine, by Zemzem, and the temple, and the 
eternal God, who never neglects his servants, and 
who never sleeps, that if Hadifah commits any act 
f^ violence or oppression, I will make him dnrk (^ 
death and vengeance ; I will make the whole tnbe 
t^ Fazarah a fable amongst mimkiad : and, O Arab 
Chiefs, if you really deure the race, be impartial ; 
otherwise, by the eyes of Ibia, I will make the 
horses plunge through blood. Antar is right, cried 
out the horsemen in every direction. 

Upon this, Hadifah selected for his mare Ghabra 
S jockey from the tribe of Dibyan, one who had 
spent all his life in brining up horses, and had even 
passed ihe discurity of night in that occupation. 
But Cius chose for his horse, Dahis, from the tribe 
of Abs, a jockey more expert and scientific than the 
Dibyanian ; and when each was mounted on his re- 
spective horse, Cais gave this reconuuendation to 
the Absian jockey : 

" Give him not the rein entirely; if the sweat 
" and moisture burst out on him, wipe him with 
" your legs, and gently press ag^nst his loins ; but 
•* if you push hiro too hard you will distress him." 

Hadifah heard what Cms had said, and he also 
wished to imitate him, so be gave his recommenda- 
tion to his jockey, as follows :. 

" Give her not the rein entirely ; if the sweat 
"and juoisture burst out q|1 her, wipe h^ witJi 
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** your legs, and gently press against her loins ; but 
" if you push her too hard you \ifill distress her." 

Antar laughed. By the faith of an Arab, said 
h^ you are beaten. O £be Hidjar, expressions in 
poetry are not so deficient, and the apphcation of 
verses is not so obliterated, that you should speak 
just OS Cais spoke. Cais, however, is a king, and 
the SOD of a king, and he must always be imitated ; ' 
and your following him in your speeeh is a proof 
that your horse wiD fdlow his over the desert 

On hearing tlug, Hadifah's wrath and indignation 
vere roused, and he swore an oath that he woidd 
not run his horse that day ; and would not race till 
the morrow by sunrise. Hadifah only de^red that 
^elay, in order that he might in his perfidy contrive 
some vile scheme; lor when he saw Daliia, he was 
amazed at his form, and the beauty of his points. 

The judges dismounted, and the Arab horsemen 
were about to return home, when lo ! Shiboob cried 
t>ut in a loud voice, O tribes of Abs, and Adnan, 
and Fazarah, and Dibyan, and ye all that are here 
present, wait for me a little, and hear wm'ds that 
shall be recorded from generation to generation. 
AJl the warriors baked : Speak, Ebe Reah, said 
they, what is it ? Perhaps there may be stmie good 
in thy wim^s. O illustrious Arabs, Bwd Shiboob, 
ye Iiave heard what has passed about the match 
between Bahis and Gtiabra ; and I will stake my 
exist^ce tlat I will beat both the horses, were each 
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of them to fly with wings, but upon this condition, 
if I heat I wiU take the hundred camelB that are 
agreed upon ; hut if I am beaten I will ^ve fifty 
camels. On this, one of the Sheikha of Fazarah ex* 
citumed, What's this, thou vile slave, that thou 
sayest ? Why, if thou winnest, shouldst thou take 
a hundred camels, and if thou art beaten, shouldst 
thou only give fifty P Eh ! you he»goat of d fellow, 
you dung-bom, aaid Shiboob, I only run on two 
Ib^ and a horse runs on four, and he has a tail to 
boot So all the Arabs laughed, much amazed at 
the conditions he made, and as they wished very 
much to see him run, they aseented to the peiilous 
undertaking. 

But when they had returned to th&r tents, said 
Antar to Shihoob, Eh I thou son of an accursed 
mother, how canst thou beat these two horses, for 
whom the horsemen of the tribes have assembled, 
and aay that in this age there are not their equals in 
the race, not a bird that can overtake them? By 
the truth of Him who produced springs from the 
rockf and who knows what is to be before it is, re- 
plied Shihoob, I will outstrip the two horses were 
each of them to fly with wings. Ay, thou black 
bom, and much benefit will come of it, for when the 
Arabs hear of this inrcumstance, they will never 
again attempt to follow me when I run away over 
the deserts. Antar smiled, for he knew what was 
JD his mind. Shiboob then returned to Xing Cais, 
and his iHothers, and all the spectators, and engaged 
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on his existeoce that he would outstrip the two 
horses. All present were witnesses to his saybgs ; 
and they then separated iu the greatest astonishinent 
at his detenninatioD. 

But as to the treacherous, perfidious Hadi&h, 
when evening came on he sent for one of his slaves, 
called Damis, who was a great buUj. O Damis, said 
Hadifah, yon are ever talking of your dexterityt 
but hitherto I have never had occanon for you. My 
lord, sud Damis, say what you want, that I may 
exert myself in the execution of your bu^ness. 
Vfhat I want of you b to go to the great d^e, sud 
Haditah: rem^ there, and ccmceal yourself till 
morning. Mark well tlie horses, and see if Didiia 
cones by first ; if so, ixAt at him, strike Mm over 
the face, and make him start back. Let Ghabra 
run ahead of him that we may not incur the dis- 
grace of being beaten ; tor when I saw Dahis, his 
appeanmce created doubts, and I fear he will beat 
my mare Ghabra, and outstrip her in the desert, 
and I become a deri^on among the Arabs. But 
how, my lord, shall I distingmsh Dahis from Gha. 
bra, when lliey both advance beneath the dust ? I 
will assist you in some measure on (bar respective 
standards, he replied. Hadifah collected a numb^ 
o£ stones, aS many as wra« necessary to make him 
conptehend the standards. Take these pebbles, 
sittd he, and as soon as the sua shines begin to 
count them, and throw them on the ground in fours ; 
mben you hvre cast away two-thirds or Ume- 
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fourths of them it will be Ghabra, for this is her 
standard to that spot. If you see her advancing, 
let her pass, and do not oppose her; but if you 
have only thrown away one-fourth) or one-third, or 
less than that, then Dahis will be the first — rush 
out^ stiike him with a stone across the face, and 
drive him back on the desert, and let my mare 
Ghabra run ahead of him. The slave assented, 
and taking the pebbles went to the defile, where he 
concealed himself, and Hadifah (e\t assured of b^ng 
the winner. 

When the day dawned, the Arabs being collected 
from every quarter, were huddled together in one 
mass; the judgesletgo the horses, and theirjockeys 
gave a loud shout ; they started forth like hghtning, 
when it blasts the sight with its flash, or a gust of 
wind, when it becomes a hurricane in its course. 
Ghabra shot ahead of Dahis, and left him bejiind 
her over the desert. Thou art thrown out, my 
brother of the tribe of Abs, ciied the Fazarean, to 
the Absian, so comfort thyself in thy grief and dis- 
tress. Thou liest, retorted the Absian ; in a short 
tune thou wilt see on whom the disappointment will 
&U : wut till we have passed these shingles ; mares 
vork better in such troublesome places than on 
plains and level grounds. When they came to the 
mead, Dahis launched forward hke a ^ant whea he 
stretches himself out, and he left his dust behind. 
He appeared as if without 1^ or feet, and in a 
.twiiili£^(^«neyebewaaaheadofGlMt»s. Tlwfl, 
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cried the Ab^an to the Fazaarean, send a messenger 
by me to the family of Bedr, and do you taste of 
the bitterness of patience in my rear. Shiboob 
all the while kept ahead of Dahis, like the northern 
blast, and he skipped along like a. fawn, and rushed 
with the violence of a male ostnch, till he came nigh 
to the defile, where Damis was concealed. Damis 
had cast away of the pebbles less than a quarter. 
He stretched out his eyes, and saw Dahis advancing. 
Damis waited ull the horse came up to him, when 
he shouted at him, and springing at him, struck 
him a severe blow with a stone over the eyes. The 
horse started back, and staggered ; the rider nearly 
fell off ; but as soon as Shiboob saw this, and sjued 
out the subtle slave, he knew that he belonged to 
the base-bom Hadifah. In the excess of his fury 
he rushed at him, and in haste drew his da^^, and 
striking the slave Damis, ripped out his entrails, and 
extenninated his existence. He then wanted to 
return to Dahis and coax him, when lo I up came 
Ghabra, hke a gust of wind, tearing over the wide 
desert. Shiboob was afr^d of beng beaten, and 
that the camels would be taken from Inm, so he 
returned, and playing away with his feet made to- 
wards the lake, where he arrived first by two arix)w- 
slwt. Gbabra came on his heels, and Dahis came 
in last, bearing the marks of the blow between hb 
eyes, and the tears were streaming down his cheeks. 
The spectators were amazed at Shiboob's acti- 
,yity, and the power of his rnusdeB ; but as Boon as 
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Ghsbra advanced, arose the shouts of the Fazareana, 
and when Dahis came up in that Btate, the jockey 
. infomied the tribe of Abs what the slave had done. 
Cais saw the effects of the blow on the face of Dahis, 
and heard all the circumstances. Antar bellowed ; 
he dashed his hand on his redstless Dhami; he 
roared out in a tremendous voice ; he longed to put 
the tribe of Fazarah to death ; but the Sheikhs pre- 
vented him — so he had patience — they went to Ha- 
difah, abusing him and reviling him, for his infamous 
transactipn. He denied it, and perjured himself 
with false oaths, swearing, he knew nothing about 
die blow Dtdiis received, and said, I demand my 
dile ; I vnll not rehnquish my bet ; I will not admit 
of this paltry excuse. This blow cannot but be of 
bad omen to the tribe of Fazarah, swd Cais; God 
will truly grant us victory and triumph, and we 
must poMtively root out every vestige of them ; for 
Hadifah only desired the race in order to produce 
troubles and dissenuons, and that war and commo- 
tion might fall upon the tribes, that men might be 
killed, and children be orphaned. The conversation 
grew more violent, shouts arose in all directions, 
and the polished swords were dirawn ; the cries of 
the warriors were loud, and there only remained the 
rush to arms. Upon this, the Sheikha and the wise 
men dismounted, and uncovering their heads, they 
penetrated the crowds, and humiliating themselves, 
they settled the business in the best pos^ble manner, 
That Shiboob should take the hundred camels from 
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tbe tribe of Fazarah, the amount of the wager, and 
that Hadifah should abandon all furtbra-contror^ay^ 
and dispute; thus endeavouring to extinguish ani- 
mofflty, and to stop the rising tumults, and to calm 
the differences among the tnbes. Then tbe families 
retired home, and in tb^ hearts was as much of 
raticour as filled their bosoms; but it was Hadifdi 
whose resentment was tbe most vehement, and whose 
hatred and periidy were the most virulent, jparti- 
cularly when be heard of the death of his slave 
Damis. As to King Cais, also, his heart wap replete 
with passon, and rooted grudge, whilst Antar ccon- 
forted him, saying, O king, distress . not your heart, 
ftv, by the tomb of King Zob^r, I will bring down 
infamy and disgrace on Hadifah ; it has been on 
your account I have hitherto respected him. And 
thus they du^ieraed to their tents. In the meantime, 
Shiboob, as soon as day dawned, slaughtered twentjf 
of the camels be bad taken, and distributed them to 
the widows and the maimed. Another twenty abo 
he slew, and made with them a magnificent feast, 
and Nitertained the slaves and bandmudens of tbe 
tribe of Al». The next day be slaughtered the 
remainder, and made a grand dinner at the lake of 
Zat-ul'irsad, to which he invited the sons of King 
Zoh^r, and the noble chieftains. When they finished 
eadng, tbe cups of wme went round, and they all 
aj^roved Shiboob's conduct. Now- what Shiboob 
bad done soon reached the tribe of Fazarab ; bcfir 
be hdd dai^btexed the camels, and fiasted (be 
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illustrious AboABs. So the fools of the tribe useni- 
bled round Hadifah. Ebe Hijar, said they, we 
came in first, and the slave of those impostors has 
eaten our camels ; send to Cus and demand youc due, 
and if he sends the camels to you, ^tis well; if not, let 
us ruse a roaring war a^unst the Ah^ns. Hadi&h 
raised hia head to hia son Ebe Firacih : O my son, 
said he, instantly ride to Cus, and say to him, Hy 
father says, you must instantly pay him his bet, and 
then you will be generous, otherwise lie will take it 
fimn you by force, and then you will be overwhelmecl 
Tntli affliction. At that time, one of the chief Sheikhs 
was present, and when he saw Hadifah resolved on 
sending his son to Cub; Eh I O Ebe Hijar, said he, 
art thou' not ashamed to send auch a message to the 
tribe of Abs? They are thy cou^s: is this in 
fionformitytorc^D, or the extinction of dissenuons? 
Never mention sudi people, but to pardon anid to 
do good. My t^nmon is, thou shouldst abstain fiom 
this obstinacy, for it will be repaid by extirpation, 
and the dust of war. Cius has been impartial, and 
has done no outrage ; and as to the horsemen of 
Abe, make peace with them ; it is more conastoit 
with thy digni^. Mark thy slave Danus ; he struck 
Dahis, the horse of KiogCais, but how speedilyGod 
punished bim, and left htm dyed in his black blood. 
I have advised thee to listen to wholesome counael ; 
act worthily, and ceoounce such foul proceedings. 
After this, thou art aware of thy situiUion, and now 
look after ttnne own atEairs. Hadi&h was furious 
oS 
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at these words : Thou despicable Sh^kh, thou false 
dog, he cried, shall I be afraid of Ctus, and all the 
whole tribe of Abs ? By the futh of an Arab, men 
of tniet and honour, if Cius send not the camels, I 
will not leave him a tent standing. The Sheikh 
was greatly vexed, and to alarm him, thus said : 

" Outrage is base, O E,be Hyar, for it springs 
" unawares, like the watchful night wanderers ; be- 
" wareof its blows when swords are drawn: be just, 
" and clothe thyself not in in&my. Ask the well- 
" informed of Themood, and his tribe, when they 
" rebelled and committed acts of tyranny, he would 
" tell thee, how an order from the'God on high 
" destroyed them in one night ; he destroyed thera 
" in one night, and in the morning they Were l^d 
" low, with their eyes fixed upwards." 

Hadifah, totally disregarding the Sheikh, and his 
verses, not only cursed him, but ordering his son, 
Away to Cais, sud he ; and thus departed Ebe 
Firacah for the land of Abs ; and when he arrived, 
he entered the dwellings of E^ng Cais, where, not 
finding him at home, he asked his wife Modelilah, 
Bebla'a daughter, about him. What dost thou 
want of him ? s^d she. I demand of him our due 
and our wager, replied he. Alas J for thee and thy 
due I son of Bedr, replied she, dost thou not fear 
such perfidy p Were Cais at home, he would de- 
spatdi thee to the tombs. Ebe Firacah returned, and 
told his father what his wife had said. Hey ! thou 
foul coward, said Hadifah, bast thou returned, thy 
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business unfinidied, and inghtened by the daughter 
of RebiaP Go back. -It is now evening, said his 
son, let this be to-tnorrow's deed ; and he slept that 
night in his tents, to take leave of bis father and 
uncles. As to King Cius, when he came home, his 
wife infenned him of tJie arrival of Ebe Firacah to 
demand the camels. By the f^th of an Ar^b, stud 
Cais, had I been present, I would have killed him ; 
but it is over — let it pass. That night Cais passed 
in grief and sorrow, till -the day dawned, when 
being seated in his pavilion, Antar came to him: 
he sprang up, and placing him by his side, told hint 
all about Hadifah. And he has had the impudence to 
demand of us the he and she camels ! continued Cais; 
but had I been at home, I would have slain bim. Cius 
had not finished hb speech, when Ebe Firacah stood 
before him. He neither made any salutation nor joe- 
viousaddress; but stud, OC^s, my father dewes you 
to send him his due, and then you are, generous; 
otherwise, he will mount against you, and take them 
by force from you, and then you will be overwhelmed 
with affliction. On bearing such wtwds, the light 
became darkness in the eyes of King Cais : he 
snatched up a winged javelin ; Thou son of a. base 
cuckold, stud be, how is it thou art not more dyil 
in thy speech, when in the presence of one like me? 
and he smote him with the javelin througb the cbest, 
and it issued through his back, and as he was falling 
off the horse, Antar caught him, and lashing him 
Ml, he turned the horse's head towards the quarter 



_c,q mod t, Google 



198 BOTH PiHTlB* 

of Fazarah, and Btruck him with his vhip over the 
flanks. The horse returned to his pastures till he 
reached his stable ; and he was floating in blood. 
The shepherds carried him away to the tents, crying 
out, O misery ! O woe J 

A flame was kiniJIed in the heart of Hadifah ; he 
smote his bosom, and was in the greatest constema- 
don, ezcluming,~0, tiribe of Fazarah, to aimsj to 
anuB I So the fooltish ones assembled round Hadi- 
&h, and sud. Arise witli us against the tribe of 
Abs ; let us retaliate on them. O my cou^ns, s^d ' 
he, lay not down this night but under artm. It was 
Sinan who urged on the absurd party of the Faz^ 
rah tribe; lor it was his purpcse to esdte dis- 
sensms among the tribes ; he also smote hb bosom, 
and cut himself ov^ the chin, as he cried out to the 
tribe of Fazarah, Vengeance! Vengeance on the 
tribe of Abe ! leave them not a tent to hve in. 

The tribe of Fazarah reposed that night, having 
pr^}ared all their implements of war and battle. By 
break of day Hadi&h was mounted ; the warriors 
were ready, and they Idt no one in the tents but 
the children, and those who had not the force to 
fight. Rebia was amongst those left behind, he and 
his brothers, saying, I will not war against my 
family. I will not be for them or against them. As 
to King Cais, afler he had put £be Firacah to 
death, he woe aware the Fazarah tribe would seek 
him wi& their wariiors ; so he also made prepara- 
tions (ix battle : and as it was Autar who arranged 
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all King Cais'a a&irs, (md put every thing in jko- 
per train ; he mounted with the CamI heroes, and 
the AbaiaoB were immersed in armour and brilliant 
coats of mail. They made ready for the contest, 
leaving no ooe in the tents but the women, and those 
vho were unable to stand. And amongst those left 
behind was Harith, who said, I will not engage the 
tribe of Fazarah, for they are my relations. This, 
was a dreadful event far the two parties. They 
marched out against each other, and the sun had 
not risen when the dust flew on high, and the light- 
ning of the Mumitara flashed, and the whole re^n. 
was convulsed ; the light of day was obscured. 

Antar was resolved to start &rtb and appease his 
heart, when lo I Hadiiah came forward arrayed in 
sable robes, his heart and soul ulcerated with grief 
on account of his son. Son of Zo^eir, he cried, it 
was not well to slay an infant; but it is well to 
issue forth into the scene of battle, that it may be 
dedded by the contest of spears who deserves do- 
minion, you or I. At this King Cais was vexed; 
he rushed from beneath the standards, resentment 
overpowering every &eling; he sprang at Hadifah, 
Ui^ed on by the rancour they enterlained against 
each other, they charged on their noble steeds, till 
the day became black in th^r eyes. Cais was 
mounted on Dahis, and Hadifah tm Gbabra. In 
the contest between them there past things unseen 
before ; each tribe despaired of ita master, and they 
resolved on. the attack to as^t them, that the vebe- 
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mence of the oxubat might be dimimBhed. Just 
ihea intense were the shoutB; the cries arose on 
high; scimitars irere drawn; the spears were ex- 
tended between the ears of the Arab chai^rs. An- 
tar advanced towards Oorwah and his' father Shedad ; 
Attack with me these dastards, said he, and make 
to th^ right with the unsheathed swords, that vfi 
may send it rolling against their left. At that mo- 
m«it the elders of the two tribes came forward, and 
fftood in the centre of the pl^n, their beads un- 
covered, theit feet bare, and over their shoulders 
hung the idols. They presented themselves before 
the two armies (the horsemen were alarmed for the 
results), and thus they addressed them; O my 
counns, by all the union of kindred between us, 
make us not a proverb ag^nst the ordinances <^ 
God's slaves : 1^ not our enemies and our enviers 
have cause to reproach us; relinquish this contro- 
versy and dissension ; widow not the WMnen ; or- 
phan not the children ; be satisfied with the blood 
that is agunst you among the Arabs ; humble your- 
selves to the Absians, your courins. We ask of you, 
how many nations before you has outrage anni- 
lulated ! how many tribes have plunged into evils 
and .calamities, but have socm repented of their im- 
[Hous deeds I how many men have swerved &om 
propriety, and have stumbled into the pita of an- 
guish and regretl Wwt then for the destined hour 
of death ; expect the day of dissolution ; for it is at 
hand. Ye will be lacerated by the hovering eaglea 
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of destruction, and you will be coa^gned to the 
gloomy* recesses of the grave; then let there be no 
record but of your virtues when your carcasses be- 
come extinct. The Sheikhs did not deust from their 
harangue ^1 that burning flame was quenched, and 
the passions of these resolute heroes were tranquil- 
lized. Hadifah retired from the contest ; andit was 
decided that Ceus should pay £be Firacah's pnce of 
bkx>d.with a great quantity of catde, and a string 
' o( he and she camels. Neither did the Sheikhs quit 
the field of batde till Hadifah embraced Cais, and 
acquiesced in this arrangement. Antar roared and 
bellowed, king, said he to Cais, whet is this deed P 
What ! shall the tribe of Fazarah take from us the 
price of blood for one slain, ^td'the sword of our 
resolution thus brilliant? Shall our prisoners be 
ransomed but by the barbs of the spears ? Shall the 
blood of our dead be shed unrevenged P Hadifah's 
rage increased: Eh, thou bastard! said be; thou 
son of a foul mother I What is it that honours thee 
or disgrace us ? Were I not a^iamed of these noble 
Sheikha, I should have annihilated thy numbers by 
this time: I should have lefi thy women widows" 
and thy children orphans. Hadifah's resratment 
then b^g infiuned. By the ^th d* an Arab, said 
he to the Sheikha, who had exerted themselves in 
restoring harmony, I will hear no more of peace, 
were the fo#even to plunder me with the pbints of 
thdr spears. Do not so, son of my mother, said 
Hani to bis brother; ride not over the road of 
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foOy ; abandon Euch loathsome vays ; be at peace 
with our cousins, for they are the firebrandi of the 
zealous Arabs; th^r htilliant stars, and their daz- 
zling suns. It was but the other day you outraged 
them, and ordered your slave to strike their horse, 
that it might fiul and swerve Irom the direct road. 
As to your son, he was justly slain, for you sent to 
demand what was not your due. After this there is 
nothing so recommendahle as peace ; and he who 
seeks war is a tyrant and an oppressor. Acicept the - 
compensation and be tranquil, <» else you will open 
upon us a flame that will hum us in the fire of hell, 
and thus he redted : 

" By the truth of Him who firmly rooted the 
" mount^na without a foundation, if you do not 
" accept the compensation of the Absians you are 
*' deceived. They call Hadifah chief; be thou a 
** duef, and be satisfied with cattle and wealth. 
" Quit the horse of outrage; ride it not; it will 
" conduct you to a sea of sorrow and affliction. 
" Hadifah, renounce violence like a liberal man, 
" and particularly the battle against the horsemen 
" of Abs. Make them a strong tower for us when 
" the foe chaiges us, in the Absian superiority. 
" Make them to he of the number of our friends, 
" for they are of the noblest resolutioB, and Abaans. 
*' And if Cais has acted oppressively, it was you 
" who taught him treachery a few days ago," 

When Haml had concluded, Uie chiefs of the 
tribes thanked him, and Hadifah having agreed to 
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take the compensation, they restruned him fnm 
acts of violence and hostilities. The warriors re- 
turned home, and every tb^ng was calmed between 
them. Cius sent to Hadifah two hundred she 
camels, ten slaves, and ten female slaves, tea bead 
of horse ; and after this all was restored to peace, 
and the people remuned quiet in their country. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



SouE days after, Antar rode out in company with 
Harith and Prince Malik to the chase ; and aa they 
wandered far over the desert in search of game, 
they drove the wild beasts over the wastes, till the 
heat overpowering them, they returned to the val- 
ley of Ghadha, where was a party of Arabs esta- 
blidied, called the tribe of Ghorab* Antar and his 
comrades drantc at their wells, and whilst watering 
thnr horses, they observed a Sheikh, who was very 
infirm from the number of years he had lived ; with 
him also was a young girl, like the thirsty fawn, in 
shape resembling the branch of the tamarisk. As 
soon as Prince Malik beheld her, he was bewildered, 
and a violent flame was roused in his bosom. He 
instantly turned towards her father, and saluting 
him, inquired after hts' health, saying, O Sheikh, 
what b this damsel to theeP My daughter, he re- 
plied, and of all my family and tribe she alone re- 
mains to me. She as^sts me in milking in the 
desert, and helps me as thou seest Wilt thou con- 
sent, Biud the prince, that I become her husband, 
that I may make thee lord of all I possess in cattle 
and ^eep, and I will remove thy poverty and thy 
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distresses from thee P The Sh«kh smiled, and said, 
How can thai be ? My lord, I am but a poor man, 
and thou art a great prince. Speak not so, added 
Malik } think not, O Sh«kh, it is wealth that adorns 
the man ; lineage and birth are far better than pro- 
perty and worldly acquisitions. Whilst they were 
thus conversing, up came Antar and Harith, and 
asked Malik what was the matter? So he related 
his adventure, and complained to Antar of the 
agonies of love, saying, O Aboolfawaris, I used to 
accuse thee of folly when thou didst complain of thy 
passion, and I used to say love was only a phrensy 
till I tasted it mysdf, and beheld those eyes ; but 
as soon as I felt it, I knew that in forbearance you 
must be the most patient of men, and the firmest 
agunst grief and affiiction. Antar laugjbed, and 
perceiving that love had worked a change in bis 
mind, O my lord, said he, if in less than an hour all 
this has been effected in you, *in what a ^tate must 
he be who for years has been seeking consolation, 
and has found none ? Rejoice, said Antar, to the 
old man, at the departure of sorrow and poverty, 
and in thy future happiness. Marry thy daughter 
to this prince, that thou mayest become lord of the 
tribe of Ghorab, and ruler over its elders and 
youths. It all appears to me like a dream, said the 
man ;. there is nothing to be done but to accept -her 
as a ^(t from me, without any fixed settlement, or 
calculated dower — that indeed is quite beyond my 
powers. When I am married to thy daughter, M^ 
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Malik, tfae Arabs Hball see how I viU requite &ee. 
So he took his hand Sot the nuptials, and he suc- 
ceeded in all his wi^es. 

Malik* returned quite bird-hearted, and Antar 
congratulated him, and wi^ed him joy. But whea 
he came home he told his brother what had passed : 
By thy life, O my brother, what is this ? said Cids : 
couldst thou not consent to connect thyself with the 
dau^tcCB of our uncles, the swoln-bosomed damaeU 
of the earth? but must thou have recourse to the 
daughters of the tribe of Ghorab ? B«proadi me 
not, brother, scud Mahk, for 'what oould not be 
remted; it is the only God that has power over 
love. Hearts communicate and meet of themaelTes, 
and the oaiy messenger is the glance of xhe eyes. 
They were thus talking when Antar approached* 
who overhearing Cais reproaching his brother, God 
fis-bid, O king, s^ he, that you should rail at 
lovers, and increase the flames of pasmon. Your 
brother has not acted violently or oppresnvely, and 
has done nothing but what all the world has dme 
berfore: you ou^t to partake in his sorrows, and 
not blame him w reproadi him. Let him have faif 
way in his paauoo, for he has not distressed you io 
any ptnnt for which you should rebuke him. Od 
this the countenance of Cais brightened ; he wided 
bim joy '• As the buoness is as you describe it, said 
he, Bud you yourself ^icourage it, let us aJto oouf 
filete your nuptials and his on the same day. That 
jttE^r, laid jAotv, euir^y depends on my yscle 
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Mfklik ; permit me to expect my happineBS &om Uie 
king of all slaves. 

On the next day Prince Malik sent to the Sheikh 
he and she cameb, and variegated robes; and cattle, 
wid predous jewels, and howdahs, brilliant with 
magnificent velvet, and servants and slaves, and with 
them horses.and sheep, cardering them to be expedi- 
tious, on account of the passion that was in his heart : 
and he appointed a certtun hour on the seventh day. 
When all these presents reached the tribe of Ghorab, 
the old ^nd young rejoiced ; they passed those days 
in the greatest delight, and slaughtered the sheep 
and the camels, snd billed the goblets with wine^ 
and ihey were perfectly happy to the exclu^on of 
every sorrow. Soon after^ Prince Malik clad him- 
self in the robes of noble-bom kings, and his beauty 
was more dazzling than the new moon. On this 
expedition Antar accompanied him, fearful lest some 
enemy should waylay him ; and he took ten horse- 
nen and five of his brothers. They wandered through 
the Arab dwellings till they reached the tribe of . 
Ghorab, and Prince Malik dismounted at the mar- 
riage canity, his Ivothers also alighting round the 
tent The feast immediately commenced ; the dam- 
Bde waved the cymbals, and the horsemen flourished 
their swords ; exclamations of joy arose, and the 
cups went round ; and thus they continued till the 
-laughing day was spent, wh^i the nymph was tnoiv 
ned to Malik. All the chiefs and lords of the tribe ' 
Sfxa fell keleep, on account qf the watching and 
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fatigue; but by morning th»r joys w«re converted 
into sorrows, and shots were precipitated at tli^n 
from arrows, for which there is no surgeon; for 
fortune never gives, but it pillages; is never sta- 
tionary, but it revolves; is never merry, but itsor- 
rows ; never bestows, but it takes back ; never joys, 
but it grieves; never sweetens, but it embitters. 
Now the tause of the interruption of their happiness 
was, that Hadifah, having accepted the composition 
for the blood of his son from Cois, returned home. 
What hast thou done, son of Beder P esdaimed his 
wife ; hast thou sold the blood of thy son'for things 
that haVe no value F hast thou received, as the price 
of his blood, grazing flocks, and forgotten thy in- 
famy and. disgrace amongst every passing Arab? 
By God, no more shalt thou be my husband or my 
friend ; I will never acknowledge a coward for my 
husband. Upon this she forbade him her presence 
for three days. On the foinrth day he entered, and 
found her in great grief, the tears rushing down in 
torrents, whilst she thus expressed her sorrows : 

" Hadi&h ! thou wilt never be secure from the 
" foe; thou wilt never be protected- from the na- 
*' Ijgnity of misfortunes. What ! has Cius slmn my 
" only one, and hast thou accepted camels and 
'' grazing flocks ? Thou hast put po, O Hadifah, 
" garments of shame and indelible disgrace, evcai to 
** thy dying day. Dost thou ' not dread that thy 
*' foes will say, Hadifah's heart is the heart of a 
" ^rl ? Away with what Haml, scm of Beder, aud. 
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" every fated erent must take place. Betaliate with 
' ** the barbs of the spears, and with the blades of the 
" thin BcimitarB ; otherwise leave me, that I may 
" weep day and night in streamiDg tears. Haply 
" my death will speedily come, and the penetrating 
" arrows will overtake me. Shall I ever tak§ to my 
'( love a coward husband, whose life is the baseness of 
*' life ? Alas ! alas ! for my murdered boy — cruelly 
" murdered. Alas ! he was stretched dead on the 
" desert ! " Behold the birds of the Erak, how they 
" mourn, like me, on the tops of the waA'ing 
" branches! but does the turtle-dove fed anangubh 
** like my anguish, even when it is dashed down 
*• with the arrows of disperdon ? day of the race • 
" I shall mourn thee for one who excelled in every 
" mental virtue. that thy dawn had never seen 
" the night, and the face c^the fiill moon had never 
" been shaded in obscurity I O horses of the race I 
'* that ye had drank of poison, diluted in the purling 
" streams ! that your backs had been weighed down 
" with the burthens of the £rmly-rooted mountains ! 
** for your race has cast a sorrow at me that can 
" never suWde hut in death." , 

At hearing^these verses the tears gushed from the 
eyesof Hadifah; his regr^s increased. (The women 
beard these verset, and the shepherds and the horse^ 
mm used to repeat them, and they were called the 
exaters of woe). Daughter of my pncle, said he^ 
I only accepted the compensation by Sinan's advice ; 
for when, he saw the ancient Sheikhs issue forth 
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againrt us, and eodeaTour to make peace between 
ua, Thy son cannot be recalled, said be to me, and it 
irill be as well to listen to my advice : thus it is ; 
take from Cais tlie compenaatioii, renounce vitdence 
and hostility ; then station over Cais and his bro- 
thers E<pne spies and emissaries, till you catch one 
of them; kill him, and thus accomplish your deigns: 
fi^t them at your pleasure, but just now you cannot 
possibly succeed. This conversation took place be- 
tween him and me, and ever since we made the 
peace, I have bad sines stationed over the Aboans, 
and I will afflict them in one who is the dearest d 
the tiibe. Thus he continued to soothe ha-, till 
the account of Prince Mahk's marriage in the' tribe 
of Ghorab reached him ; and immediately he as- 
sembled his brothers Awef and Mandhala, to whom 
he communicated Malik's situation ; but not a word 
would he say to his brother Haml, because he was 
aware he would not obey him in eu<^ a project 
tUs brothers assented, and they set out with seventy 
horsemen of the tribe as soon as it was dark (but in 
his great exultation Hadifah forgot to ask his in- 
formant whether Antar had accompanied MaUk). 
Th^ travelled over the wilds till they reached the 
tribe of Ghcarab by mcHTung, and they found them- 
all asleep. Hadifah observed the nuptial canopy 
apart from the tents; he made towards it, and the 
faorsemen encompassed him, preceded by his bro- 
thers. .As the hors^ galloped forward the slaves 
started up, and the earth hi and wide was in com- 
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motkm. Shouts aroBG among the horsemen. Ahtar 
eprang upon his Btallion, and the tribe of Ghorab 
mounted in all fifty hmsemen, old and young. 
AntBT was the foremost in the contest ; and when 
he saw the men, he knew, beyond a doubt, they 
were of the tribe of Fazarah : he soon recc^;nized 
Hadifah and his brothers ; Hola J O Ebe Hijar, he 
cried, this day wiU I bring down destruction upon 
thee ; it was for such a day as this that I have waited. 
I must indeed appease' the anguish of my bosom on 
ye all, ye wretches ! He shouted st the horsemen 
and assailed them, joying away his spear throng^ 
their ^es ; Abjer, under bim, hastened down, like 
a torrent,' ru^ng agtunst the horses. But Hadi&h, 
bdiolding his exploits, .was afraid lest he should £mi 
in his attempt; he determined, however, to avail 
himselff^tfaeopportuni^; he burst into the nuptial 
canopy, there to slay Malik, and -make hia friends 
mourn fiff bim. Whilst he waa forming tliis resolv^ 
lo ! Malik rushed out upon him. He was scarcely 
awaked from sleep, immersed as he had been in the 
sweetest of enjoymeiits. He was also intoxicated, 
and his garments were scented -with musk end sat 
fron. As bo beheld Hadifah, and the horscmoi 
prepared to attack him, he was inflamed with ardour, 
andafboHsh pride wcn-ked through hin. Moreover, 
bang anxious to exhibit to his bride a proof of his 
courage, he mounted his horse, he snatched up bia 
spent, and he assaulted in his arrogance, making at 
.Hadil^ and his brothers, and crying out, I am 
fS 
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Malik, eon of Zohar ! He shouted on his steed ; 
he was intoxicated, and his hand heing unable to 
direct tbe biidle, his horse precipitated him to the 
ground. He attempted to arise in the excess of his 
s^rit, but Hadifah overtook him on his mare, and 
smote him with his sword on his skuU, and the in- 
strument descended halfway down his body. Con- 
TJDced that he had killed him, he returned to his 
comrades, crying out, retaliation of grief ! -But 
being sfmd of Antar, and well aware were he to 
find him he would make him drink of a vit^ent 
death, he fled in haste home, and his fury sub^ded. 
He left Antar occupied with the reminder of the 
•Fazareans, and no one followed him, but those who 
were more immediately about him. The party (^ 
posed to Antar were soon dimiiushed, and most of 
them being slain, he returned to Malik, just to see him 
iii the agonies of death, where he was lying bathed 
in blood in front of his horse. At this sight he 
screamed and threw himself upon him : he. smote 
himself with his hands like a woman deprived v£ 
her children. full moon of perfection ! he excltumed, 
never, never did I imagine such would be thy end. 
And he let his head fall upon his knees ; he kissed 
his face till he nearly swooned upon his body ; and 
his tears streamed over Malik's cheeks, who at last 
just opened his eyes. He attempted to speak and 
move his lips, but he could not, so violent was the 
fete that had fallen upon him ; he could only pmnt 
with his fingers towards him ; he bade him farewell, 
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and his spirit groaned in the excess of agony. An- 
tar^s afflictions became more vehement ; and whilst 
they w£re in tins state, behold! Mahk's bride 
nitJied forth, her face uncovered, her hair dishe- 
velled, and surrounded by a number of women and 
high-bosomed damsels beating th«r breasts and 
throwing dust upon their beads. Malik^s bride 
sniote her cheeks with her hands: and when she 
reached the death-place of her husband, she dius 
spoke: 

" I wiU weep for thee, not in festivitieB or nup- 
" tials, but in spears, and swords, and shields. I 
" will weep for him who is gone, and has abandoned 
" me after haying become my husband. I will 
" weep for him who is gone and made me h^r to 
" interminable grief, even to the end of time. I ■ 
" will weep tor the full moon, whose light is fled, 
*' whose glory is. ecligxed and destroyed. Alas ! 
" my lord has vanished &om me ; he has left me a 
" aditary htaag ; he is concealed from me in the 
" darkness of the grave. I am leA, forlorn in the 
" morning to mourn my beloved, whmn I knew but 
" yesterday. I will weep for him : I will mourn 
" fw him as long as the moon of heaven and the 
" sun shall shine. No joy shall ever again please 
" me ; never agun shall my sou] be at ease. I will 
" weep for my lord ; I will grieve for him who has 
" widowed me on my nuuriage mcwn. O that be- 
" f(R« Ins dissolution I had drank of the cup of 
" death in my mmiI. I will make fortune and the 
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world weep in concert with me for my beloTed, 
OF my senses must be annihilated. Never will I 
eeasfl u> moum him in Borrowing strains, as long 
OS the bird of the £rak shall pour its piteous 
notes." 

Malik's bride did not cease till Mdik, with a 
»gh, expired, and be was united to his God. 
Antu! wrapped him up in his clothes, and tying 
him on the back of his home, took him away ; and 
as he sought the land of Abs, he thus exclaimed : 

f Alas i O raven hasteiung in thy fli^t, send me 
" thy wings, for I have lost my support. Is it true 
" that I have seen the day of Malik's death and 
" murder, or has it befallen me in a dream ? The 
" light of day is darkened in grief for the youth, 
" the hero of Abs and of Ghiflan, O that Ghabra 
" bad never heea 1 that Dahis had never been ! — 
" that the day had never been, when that wager 
" was made ! O it waa a day black in look, barsh 
" and stem, ihe night wanderers of evil might dread 
" its calamity. by God ! my eyes will ever be 
". ulcered on his account in ever streaming tears, 
". till the moment I see the bones of Hadifab dis- 
" pereed, and death dose upon him. Alas I my 
** force is weakened ; I am weighed down bj mis- 
.*' fortune, and my heart b in continued palpitation 
'" £ot him who was my streogth whenever the foes 
" uiebeatbed thdr swords against me to cut off my 
f^ fingets. Nov he is gone, who will be our de- 
<< fame when the nocturnal invaders «liall suipirse 
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" ubP O woe is me ! bow fell he from his hone, 
" and my sword aiid my spear were not neitr him ? 
" The fated arrow of the all-bounteouG Archer CaU 
*' him down. O that when it oast him' down, it 
" had cast me down too ! O that my goid had bade 
" fiirewell, and that hU hands had not beckoned to , 
" me a double adieu I A]as ! his kindnesses, Were I 
" to comment on them, my tongue would fail ere I 
" could repeat them. I swear I will not sleep frtnn 
** taking vengeance ! I will not repose, but on the 
" back of my stellioti. Never shall my sword cea«6 
*' to cleave those Fazareans, till the desert be ctx^ 
" verted into a sea of crimson blood. Sons o£ 
" Beder > your power will not be the strongest 
" when we join the plfun in the day of spear-thrusts t 
" if I do not make blood flow on account of Malik,* 
'* and leav^ hie foes in the mon^cms of disgraee, 
" may my heart never cease, lught and day, to 
". repeat to me what has oppressed it, and cast me 
'* down. Soon will I extirpate the sons Of Beds: 
" and all Fazar^ ; for I shall never have succeeded 
** in my hopes, unless I accomplish my project . 
" in retaliating with the thrust of my spear and the 
'* blow of my sword," 

Antar returned M Uie tents, and there were only 
fifty of lus horsemen and Malik's two brothers that 
had escaped, and they endured what no one ever 
endured before, so that they were nearly dead with 
grief And as tbey apfuoached the dwellings, Cais 
met them «rith the whole tribe in tears and moam> 
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iDg; his mother Temadhur smote her bosotn, till 
she came cloae to her sod, who was tied on the 
horse's hack ; and the land of the tribe of Abs was 
in unive^^ convulsitHi. Cais wished to bury 
Malik, hut his mother, would not permit him. I 
will not bury my son till to-morrow, smd she; I will 
go to our foe, and I wilt demand the blood of my. 
son of the family of Beder, or never will the flame 
of my heart be quenched. We will never allow 
thee to do such an act, my mother, said Cais ; we 
will not let thee go to our enemies, but we will go 
with our sharp-edged swords, and our tall spears, 
and our sturdy warriors. We will have vengeance 
for our brother, perfidibusly murdered, and all the 
femily of Beder will I put to death. Thus they 
entered the dwellings, and ccmtinued their grief 
and lamentation, insen»ble to all consoUtion for 
Malik. 

As to Hadifiih, when he returned to the tribe of 
Fazorah, he had biit few of his companions re- 
nmning. Sinan met him, for it was he who <xm- 
trived these projects, till this eventful disaster 
befel the tribe of Abs. His brother Haml and 
Rebia also met him. Well, stud Sinan, hast thou 
effected the deed that we (banned ? We have sought 
the bird, and . have chased it, s^d Hadi&h, and 
when we had chased it, we sacrificed it.- Oh ! Ha- 
dtfah, said Bebia, teU me the jneaning of these 
words, for my anxiety is extreme, and I know you 
have nothing concealed, from me. O Rebia, said 
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he,. we muBt inform you; thus it is, we have slain 
Malik, SOD of King Zoh^. - On hearing this^ ^le 
light became darkened in the eyes of Rebia. Ve- 
rily, cried he, you have pasfed all bounds in your 
per6dy. O son of Beder; of evil omen will be this 
murder ; frightful indeed will be the consummation 
of this deed. Son of Zeeadg'said Hadifah, as his s^rit 
was roused against him, there is no evil but near 
thee and the tribe of Abs. By the faith of a Doble 
Arab, were there not engagements and sacred 
rights between us, I would make thy head fly off 
with this sword ; thou son of ordure, what means 
this talk F Begone from ua, whence thou earnest 
in an unlucky hour, and be again of the filth of thy 
tribe; and turning his bridle, he sought lus own 
dwelling. As to Rebia, he went hack to his bro- 
thers, and his' mind fdt relieved. He told them 
t^ the murder of Malik, and of Hadifah's actions, 
adding, This is the reward of him who abandons 
his reladcms, and takes refuge with strangers. He 
then made his preparations for departure, he and 
his brothers, and all that belonged to bis family, 
and only waited till the sunset, when they set out 
for the land of the Abmans. Approaching the tents, 
they perc^ved the whole population in coofuuoo, 
with cries, and the Absians wandering over the 
desert They fiad deposited Malik in the tomb, 
and the women were screaming in their tears. Rebia 
dismounted, and threw away his turbaa off his head, 
and tore all the garments be had on (his brothers 
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dcnng the same), and tbera was not one but whose 
grief wtis excessive, and eobs incessant. Rebia 
came up to the grave ; lie threw himself upon it, 
and embraced it; and as his sorrow, and tears, 
and sighs, and lamentatioDs augmented, he thus 
spoke: 

*' O unexpected misery I mind-distracting ca- 
" lamitj ! O misfortune ! when I think of it, the 
" light and darkness are one to me. 'O my eyelids ! 
" perhaps ye will aid me in my grief, for to me all 
" i*>y would be sacrilege. Aid me then, for I have 
'* lost a youth, the age could not boast of such an- 
" other. O, I marvel how Malik could be en- 
*' compassed in a tomb, and tbus be hid, for he was 
" a full moon ! the crown of Abs t its glory ! its 
" defence ! its honour ! its spear ! and its sword ! 
" Aid me then with eagerness, O my friends, sleep 
" not in vengeance for Malik. I swear by the 
" sacred wall, and the shrine of truth, and also by 
" Zemzem, and the Lord of the Temple, that I 
" will not permit the retaliation of Malik to pass 
" away, were I even, ih its results, to drink of the 
" cup of death." 

* When Bebia had finished^ torrents of tears 
gushed irom his eyes ; he and his brothers hastened 

■ Aboircda mentioiia Ihat ReUa had sided with Hadif^h on w>- 
couDl of the qunrrcl tbu had aiiscn beiween him snd Caii, when he 
forced him to resiga the cdehratsd armour; Ihst Cai) j!ew Ha- 
' ilifah's son, und that Hadifnb najlaid Malik, upon which Rebia re- 
turned to Id) alle^iuKe. 
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to King Cais and embraced him, excuang them- 
selves to him, and compliumng of what they had 
experieaoed in thar absence. After condoling with 
C^s, they repured to Antar. Antar was seated by 
Malik's tomb, his head hanging over his knees. As 
Hebia drew near, he met him, and stood up, kistdng 
his hand, and clearing thar hearts of sorrow, and 
they all vowed to take retaliation for Malik. Hebia 
gave orders to his slaves, and they brought him 
twenty cam^a, which he distributed amongst the 
poor and the orphans, having firsl slaughtered them 
on the tomb of Malik: ■ But King Ctus's heart re- 
volted at Rebia, for he 'waa full of deceit and 
cunning, and he wished to put his friendship to the 
test. Waiting till night came on, he summoned 
one of his maidens, called Bedrah, and said to her. 
Hie thee to the dwellings of Rebia, and conceal thy- 
self among the tents ; quit him not till he is alone 
with his wife and asleep ; listen to th«r conversa- 
tion, for I fear again we shall be Juinoyed by Rebia's 
■tratagems, md all our tranquillity vanish tmd be 
lost. The mmdeti set out, and etoppng among the 
tents, she concealed herself among the baggage- 
camels ; and when it was bed-time, Rebia came and 
laid himself down to repose. And as he was lying 
on his bed, his fnfe came unto him, and was about 
to take off her clothes and sleep by his side ; but he 
cried out to her, Begone from me ! the sorrows and 
angui^ I endure, suffice me ; aiW the murder of 
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Malik, what has a man to do with woman ? 'fhen as 
his r^rets increased, he thus spoke : 

*' Sleep is forlndden ; for how bitter b the pest 
" through fear of some evil tidings at hand. O, it is 
" an event to ddight the heartsof our foes ; it is the 
" road of mortala that turns the hair grey, Forhim in 
^ the evening, women are in tears, and in agonies of 
" grief they remain with those that watch. What ! 
" after the murder of Malik, son of our Zdieir, 
" does woman de^re the results of marriage ? He 
" who joys in the assassination of Malik, let him 
" come to our tribe by the light of day ; he will lind 
'^ the women full of sorrow, grieving far him in the 
"moming,beforethedawnbilluinined. Theywould 
" conceal their faces, and cover themselves, but in 
" the day they return to be seen by spectators. 
" They scratch their faces for the youth — jiilre as 
^ the fountain streapi^-our intrepid Knight — the 
" emblem of joy — the high-minded hero—the pro- 
" tector of our 'women, and the remover of all 
" shame. When we adhered to him, we adhered 
" to a horseman, firm and resolute in the scene of 
" battles. I see nought for his murder among the 
" tribes, but the camels loaded with pack-saddles. 
" Knights, the rust of the sword is on them, as if 
" the steel v/ere smeared with pitch ; let every horse 
*' of our steeds be led out, tractable, well-trained, 
<* undaunted ; that we may rtuse at Moreicab a dusty 
" war, and make them drink of cupe of perditioa. 
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'* He who joys in die murder of Malik, let him drink 
" of it at tlie edge of the deadly scimitar. Soon ye 
" shall know, if we once meet with the sword and 
" the spear, fraught with peril, who can caper his 
" high'blooded steed over the heads, and who will 
" gnaw his nails in shame. Dd ye think we will 
*' abandon Malik ? No t by the God of the Shrine, 
"andsecrecy! dll we have exterminated your diiefs 
" to revenge him. Haml, and your knights ! O 
" Ehe Hidjar ! Absian Aatar, charge over their 
" lands — God forbid thou shouldst forget retaliation 
" for Malik. O Aboolfawaris ! never let the inva- 
" Mon cease with the sabre, till they haSte away in 
** flight. Show them the spear-thrust and the sword- 
" blow : Oh, alay for Malik the whole tribe of those 
" wretches ! O Aboolfawaris, let there not be one 
" in their land to stand forth, or establish himself in 
'* a tent ! Sons of Bedr — ye shall not drink of the 
" cup of shame, but of the burning water of liquid 
" fire. O Cais, destroy them all for Malik, and re- 
" move the dishonour with the murder of Hadi^h ! 
" KUl Haml for him and Awef ; let the flints of war 
" strike fire in retaliation, and I too will to-morrow 
" extirpate them, and will pierce them with the 
** mortal spear. I will abandon the carcasses as 
" carrion on the desert, as if they had drank of the 
" wine of calamity. If I do not execute my word, 
" then am I the offspring of iUe^timacy, and a mine 
" of infamy.'" 

The damsel instantly quitted the dweUings in t)ie 
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obscurity, and joined King Cais, to infonn him of 
the beautiful rhymes ehe had heard; and he was 
delighted at the purity of Rebia''s iotentions. 

When it was day, King Cais went out to the tomb 
of hia brother; thither also came the chiefs of' the 
tribe, and B«bia, and his brothers, and all his de- 
pendants. Cais welcomed him, and showed him 
great honour. Here they remained three days, but 
on the fourth day they assembled to consult, and 
they resolved on marching ; they sought for Antar, 
but he was not to be found ; no tidings of him what- 
ever. This was a grievous blow, and his anguish 
was renewed ; for he thought, he was enraged at 
the arrival of Rebia. He remained in deep melaa- 
cboly till tlie forenoon, when behold, a dust from the 
quarter of the tribe of Fazarah arose. The Absians 
were confounded, till the dust clearing away, there 
appeared from beneath it he and she camels march- 
ing along, and howdahs, and an immense quantity 
of cattle. Cais was am^ed, and galloped towards 
it to learn what it meant, followed by the horsemen ; 
and as they came near to it, lo ! it was Antar. 

C^s advanced, and inquired what was the matter: 
O my lord, smd Antar,- as he wept for Malik, and 
sobbed, truly, I have pursued the track of the vil- 
lains, and I have in some measure had retaliation 
for thy brother. Soon will the tribe of Fazarab ■ 
come against thee; be prepared for the contest; 
brace up thy resolution, and summon thy men. 
This is ttybi"other> property, which he had sent as 
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the dower of his bride to the tribe of Ghorab ; and 
it ie come into my poasesfdon by the will of God. X 
have slaJB ten torsemen of Fazarah, and amongst 
them Awef, Hadifah's brother. Last night, my lord, 
I watched till midnight, when I fell asleep, and lo I 
thy lord, MaUk stood before me ; and, beckoning 
with hia fingers, said to me, O Aboolfawaris, dost 
thpu sleep, and I unrevenged ? Hast thou forgotten 
euF former friendship? Before thee many have 
been fwthful to th^r friends ; be thou fmthful also 
to him, who was slain but yesterday : and then he 
vanished, whilst the tears trickled down hb cheeks. 
I instantly awoke from my sleep, and I felt like one 
misfortune-struck. I mounted, and took Shiboob 
bef^we me, and sought the land of Fazarah, in the 
darkness of the night I heard the noise of camels 
ahead -of me; I approached them, and saw a hun- 
dred warriors, surrounding them right and left, 1 
resolved to engage them, but ten of them turned 
upon me, the foremost of whom was Awef, Hadi- 
iah's brother, who cried out, I am Awef, son of 
Bedr. Overjdyed, I met him with a spesr-thrust 
through the chest, and it passed through his back. 
I pursued the horse to destroy their riders ; and I 
well know, I slew ten of their heroes, besides the 
men I wounded. 

The cause of this was, that Hadifah, after hi» 
dispute with Rebia, consulted with his party, and 
sent his brother Awef to the tribe of Ghorab, with 
one hundred horsemen, saying, ]>ive hither the 
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property which Malik sent them, vhilst the Aboans 
are engaged with their Borrows i eDdeavour to bnng 
me hia bride, that I may rip open her .belly, for I 
am resolved to destroy them root and branch. Awef 
did as he was directed, and ^ected hb purpose. 
As to the women, he did not succeed with them, for 
they fled to the mountun-tops ; but on his return 
he encountered Antar, and every vestige of him waa 
erased ; for speedily were ten of his heroes killed. 
The fu^tives repaired to Hadifah, and as they oonj- 
muuicated his brother's deatli, his life nearly quitted 
his body. He determined instantly to march against 
the Absians, but Sinan advised him to collect the 
troops of the tribes and the lakes, till Numan's ar- 
mies should arrive. In this manner they continued 
making preparations for war and battle ; and such 
was the treachery and stratagem they harboured in 
their minds. 

As to Antar, he passed his time in his tent, like 
a spirit of the night, when lo t Khemisah, Ibla's 
handmaiden, came to him and sud, Aboolfawaris, 
my mistress sends her compliments to you, and tells 
you, that as ibis is the time of total abandonment to 
grief and sorrow, she wishes this night to go with a 
party of her cou^ns to the lake, and she desires you 
will go there also, to protect her &om the night- 
wanderers of the time. 

At hearing this, Antar was much delighted and 
overjoyed at the fidelity of hb mistress's mind under 
all carcum stances. So he took up hb weapons im- 
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Vkediately, ' wfailEt' Eheoiisa returned to Ilda, and 
tDformed her of his acquiescence and obedinocc 
Now it is very, remarkable, diat Amarab at that 
period had sta^CMied bis Bfnes orar Ibia till that veiy 
night on whidi she Went out to the lake, requesting 
her cou^Q to protect her. Informed by some of the 
women of this, Amarah £ould almoet hare flown with 
jc^; but he waited' till the darkness obscured the 
land, when he quitted the tents, and put on vomenTs 
clothes that the hearts of ibe ^Is nught not revolt 
at him. He continued till h? came to the lake: 
staring about he saw the damsels, and Ibla among 
them, like a brilliant raoon. At this sight his senses 
were in a^tation; phrensj and distraction seized 
him, and he pounced down upon 2bla like a vora- 
cious eagle. She thought him a woman, but when 
she experienced the force of his muscles, she was 
aware that he who held her was a man. Fully senr 
sible of the dishonour and infamy, she cried out in 
his face, Who art thou, thou black greasy pot ! thou 
foulest of hogs ? The damseU were aghast and 
amazed. I am Amarah, said he, whom you have 
repulsed and discarded. IbU's heait fluttered, iu 
hopes her couran migtrt be qear her. She ooared at ' 
Amarah like a lioness ; Thou son of tfae ordure of 
cowards, dost thou not fear Antar P 

Antar was a witness, of ^ that passed, for as booo 
as Ibla had sea^ to him, be went out and concealed 
himself behind the s<^nd-hills, wh^re he waited tiU 
Xbla came wjth the ffxisi and they were amunng 
themselvjes among the-luUqcks when Amarah. started 
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but Hie uiUT«r8e turned bkck in the eyce c^ 
Aatar : he buiBt fortfa like a furious leopaid, till he 
ckned on the cuckold Amarah, He roared and 
beUowed athim, andgozedhita by the Bmallof the 
belly, and raisng hioi, he dashed him (Hi the ground, 
and almost pounded hiebooes. In die excessof his 
terror Amarah was in a moet unseemly plight ;' hii 
■waa dying in {ear of Antar, who on seeing his ridi^ 
oilouB situation, langhed ia the vicdenoe of his rage, 
Anse, diou gieaty black pot, be cried ; mayest thou 
never drink of rain, or k drop of moisture, thou 
bastard 1 Were it not dut of respect for the women 
and thy . kindred, I woidd behead thee with thi$ 
sword. 

But aa to Ibh, when she saw Amarah in such a 
filthy ttate, she spit at him, whilst die women sur- 
rounded hun, and laughed at him. Antar, indeed, 
would have put him to death, had not this happened 
to him, and Ibla also interceded for him. The girls 
ran away, roonng with laughter, ind lie had no- 
thing for it but to retreat to the lake and take off his 
clothes, and wash his l^«and his thighs: and thus 
he returned home without his clothes, well ttware, 
loo, that this event oould not be kept secret from 
the trib», but diat tbe giris would tell it all over the 
place; he went to his mother and his brothers, 
UuUxnng most piteously, and tfJd them what had 
happened to him. Thou unlucky wight ! said Re- 
iMa, what need hadst tibou to do this f Verily, thou 
host nnde us a tale of tales : never can we nuse up 
tor beada to any one again: Never, never, said 
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'^maiah, wiU I qiiit the tents sginn; ner^'vill:! 
let a CKEture see me — not a walker or a rider, if y&u 
do not ret^iate ior me, and remove from me this 
diame. Oh ! that I had thou^t better of it, and 
had left myself dead by the nde of the lake ! Ob, 
that I had npt seen myself in bo foul a eondiuon ! 

' and lUa too, dte htugtied at me, and cursed me, and 
stopped her nose at me. Thou accursed fdlow, thou 
«ui of an accursed woman, cried' Rcbia — what reta- 

' fiation wouldst thou P The man has not struck thee, 
br wounded thee, that we can rettdiate for the€: 
thou wouldst indeed play the bravo to thy mistre^, 
and thy plight proves thy courage. Bdtbythepait 
and futute, thank the gltHions Grod that he did not 
leave thee dead on the lake side. By Grod, he hia 
treated thee nobly; it will be well for thee to aban- 
don such practices, and talk no more to us of ADtol*. 

' The ^rls will soon lampoon thee in their songs, aild 
thou wilt be di^raced amongst slaves and chiefs. 
Ah, woef woe! grief of griefs! said Amaiah, Ail> 

' tar will enjoy those charms, Uiose beauties j and l-^ 

■ tfiis disgraceful dtuation must ever bespeak my fearb. 

' Relna sdll abused him ; Thy iU stars wilt not cease, 
hecried,till'thouhastworkedourtotalruiD. Avauttt 
from before me this insUnt ; let the iniquity of thy 
acts suffice us. Mjty Ood cUrse the father of thy 
mustachioes! Thus Amarah retaiained, emand- 
' pated by the consequences of his terror, and quitted 
his brother's presetue; 

' This drcumstance with Ihla soon Spread abroad, 
-md all the.womeB, find Dien, and girls^ Kvd h6yi, 
(i2 
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and 8laTes,and slave-^ls, jcnned in the laugh against 
Amarah, ran^ng these ^verseB, whilst Amarah heard 
them. The wooaen and shepherdesses sang them 
at their qnndles; for, there was a girl among the 
Absians who coirid compose verses : she was very 
eloquent, so she repeated these verses on Amarah 
the cuckold, and they -were recollected by all the 
women and ^Is, and they vwre as follows : 

" Amarah, leave alone the beautiful, full-hipped 
" damsels; let alone all disputes about the lovely 
"girls,, for thou canst not plunge into the sea of 
" deaths, and thou art no horseman iu the day ©f 
" battle. Aspire no more to Ibla ; if tbou dost but 
" look at her, thou wilt see horrors from the lion of 
" the forests. As to the thin quivering spear, touch 
" not its strength, nor, the cleaving scimitar. Ibla 
" is a fawn chased by a lion, with eyes that afflict 
" with disorder the stoutest in health. Let alope 
" all cx>ntest about her, or the unflinching Antar 
*' will make thee drink of death. Thou didst not 
" cease thy obstinacy, till thy foul condition gave - 
'* evidence agtunst thee. AH the girls laughed at 
•' thee ! thou wert the c^oo of the plaias and de- 
" aerts ; thou w»t the c<Hhai(Hi talk t£ the merry, 
'^andthelaughingrStock for every passenger. Thou 
" earnest to us in the robes of dyed silk, thou black 
" greasy kettle I As tbou didst meet us, a lion 
" met thee, whom all the lion-heroes acknowledge 
" in the carnage : then fear trenibled in thy heart ; 
** inttoication quitted thee,' and thou wert restored 
** to thy senses. ' Nodiing but contempt remaned 
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" for thee, when tliou didst retire like acUtn^ill.. 
" Ibla beheld thee hud low, Btretched out ; and all 
" the beautiful high-hipped damBels with her. We 
"held our notes at thee, as we laughed at thee,> 
" and quizzed thee. The Antar of Knights, the 
*' Ikm of the cave came — be, who in generouty is a 
" sea of liberality ; and thou art the vilest of all 
'.' those that ever crossed a hdrse — the noblest of 
*' those who are tenadous of their hves. We ane. 
" like the sweetest flowerets ; scented like the violets 
** and the camomile; tind Ibia aioongst us is like 
'.' the branch of the tamarisk : her beauty is the full 
*' moon, and the sun of the decert.- Thou wouldst 
" possess her by violence and outrage— thgu, the 
" vilest of all the dogs that bark. I^e in grie^ 
" otherwise live in ccmtempt ; for never, neve^, will 
'* there be an end of our lampoons upon thee." 

These verses were soon made public amongst the 
women and young girls, who used to sing tJiem at 
their spindles. Amarah and hia brothers heard 
th«n, and they melted from rage and shatne. 

About this time arrived a slave from Mooteg^vdah 
to Cais, annouiKing fresh troubles and disasters, and 
saying, Numan has sent against you bis brother 
Aswad, and with him an innumerable army, among 
which are the tribe of Aamir, with the Brandisher 
of Spears, and the tribe of Darem with Loc^t. - Be 
OQ your guard also agunst the tribe of Fazarah, for 
tbey are assembling bodily against you, and are pre- 
paring to fi^t.you. The cause of this new misfor- 
fuqe was the contemptible Sinan ; for he despatched, 
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the men he hod with him to King Nutnan, ^lat-' 
ing them to inform him of what bad passed, and the 
disgrace and indignities he had sufiered 4iom the 
trihe of Abs and Adnan, and that Antar had siud, 
Were Chosroe Nushirran, or the Emperor. <^ the 
Worshippers oftheCroflS to demand Hanth, Ivould' 
not deliver up to any of them evai a single hair of 
his head, till after the contest of swords that Minds' 
die sight, and mangles bodies. 

Numan'e fiiry increased, and hts two eyes were 
like fire-balls. As long as this trihe exists in the 
desert, he cried, I shall have no authority. X shall' 
ei»joy no. esteem, no con^deration with any one. 
He at the instant summoned Prince Aswad, and' 
told him what had happened, and was preparing, 
adding, The tribe of Abs is harbouring agiunst me 
acts of ifuquity and perrerseness. Harith ia now 
with Antar, and he presumes to protect him against . 
me, and h^ fears me not, knowing as he does, thatr 
Haridi dew my child, and has set my- heart <m fire, 
and that he also murdered Ehalid in my pTTrate- 
apartments ; it is incumbent on . me to tear out 
Aery vest^ of lum, and o£ the tribe of Abs, werfr 
they even to fly fnun me to the rising of the suq. 
Know, my brother, said Aswad, much troubled, 
that as this tribe has cotamitted acts of rapacity 
agiunst your government, your influence is di-' 
mihifjied ; and there is no other expedient, but that 
you unbuFthen your heart of' your enemies, and 
despatch an army with me to be employed ia the 
^fitahBsbment of your saered dignity. Sraw f^alb 
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,flU the ArabsfilDm every quarta' ftgainst tbeti, and 
let us derastate th^ whole counCry. 

NumsD felt his pains relieved ; be ordered out, 
under his command, an arniy ol twenty thouaand 
horse, and he sent measengen to every Arab toibe 
to enforce their obedience ordering them to msrdi 
jh Ins aenice. Mootegeredah wasniach diateessed, 
and was alanned for the tribe of Abs and her bn>- 
ther ; and as Nuptan had already cast her oSt anfl 
had renounced all afiecuon foi her from the time he 
had heard of her deliTeiisg Harith ihwa Us gta^ 
she sent one of he^ slaves to hex brotber to inlbnb 
him of what was prepving. Aswad is proceedthg 
against you, satd she, with twenty thousand wai- 
riors, armed with sbatp siwords aod spears, be^des 
the hordes to whidi messengers are dtopatdbed. 
Aswad exhibited all his active aeal; he ielt itrong- 
heartcd as to the tribe of Faxardi, and he depended 
upon than above alL As ta King Cais, as soon as 
the messenger arrived, as we meDtioBed^ aad rented 
the mordi of Prince As vad, ha was greatly alanaed ; 
he summoned the noUe Ahmao Gbieft,, and the 
xbea^ul Antar, and coUBulted with them about e»- 
.ga^i^. Prince Aswad. May it be edsy om tbeo, 
O King, said the Chiefs ; we will msncb widi tbet^ 
and befiMe thee, and we will not be spanng of out 
lires for thee: we wiU meet Aswad, wereall that 
'dwell oD the waste atd tbe wildl with him- O 
Xing, smd. Harith, it is &r those condemned to dife 
that I ^ould weep and lament. lam theobjeotof 
1;biKwra^. lamiieBbo iathecanse-of thtavwBnt< 
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But I irill instantly write to my tribe of Marab, 
and I will show thee what I will do with this Aswad 
and his armies. No, by the ftuth of an Arah, said 
Antar, we require not thy aid in thia afiair. Wh 
are guffideot for the whole universe, were 1 not 
(dsnned for o(ir families at tlie treachery rf the tribe 
of Fazanib, that they would, during oor absenca, 
invade our lands, and capture our families, aod 
[dunderour property. But let us instantly, proceed 
ag^Bt them^ and let us scatter them over every 
wild and plain, or else let us make Hadiiah swear 
he will not be either fcH- as or against us. Ib su(^ 
circumstances and calamitieB, thb is the wisest |^n.; 
for if the sons of Beder are not fettered dmra by 
US, they will occupy our hearts in the hour of 
battle. When Antar had ihrished, he cried out. 
To SriDSf my cousins! come on to the tribe of 
Fazarah ! retaliate on them ! Th)is sayii^, he 
sprang on the back of Abjer. And when the Ab- 
aane heard what he sud, and saw what he did, they 
followed him, and amongst the ibremost was King 
C^is. They set out, rest^ved on fighting the tribe 
of Fazarah, amounting to four thousand horsemen, 
nuuled and clothed in armodr, undaunted B,t death, 
and feortess of defeat. 

Hadifah was confounded ; he called out to las 
tribe and his asselnbletl host; they piit on thdr 
armour and their brilliant corslets, seeking the 
Iwttle and the combat, life and death b«ng indif- 
ferent to them ; in number about ten thousand 
horsemen, beaded by Hadifah, an adept in pei£dy 
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and treachery. He was mduDted on Ghabra, and 
in his hand he bore his tail apear ; but his heart 
and mind were on £re, as he tiiuB encouraged hit 
troops: 

" Sons of Beder, if ye do not exett your whole 
"souls in the £eld of battle with the cleaving b<^ 
" mitars, the arrows of infamy will Hurl je down 
" on every side, and ye will become a common taii 
" to the ear. What ! can our eyes know rest now 
"my brother Awef is gone? Shall our eyelids 
■" swoon in sleep on the couch of ease ? We were 
" content with the murder of Malik from the A1> 
" sians, and copious tears ulcerated their eyes : they 
" liave grieved, but they have tortured my heart by 
'" the murder of the wafrkn- ; and the dea^ (tf Awef 
' " is the severest of pains. 0, may I lose the spi' 
" rited horsemen, and may my fingers be uUable to 
" move the spear in the hot contest, if I do not 
" leave the land of Abe a desert, and thrar women 
" captives, deprived of their garments. I mil wreak 
" my vengeance on all the tribe of Abs, and no in- 
" tercesGor shall avail them." 

Tb^ tribes soon came in sight of- each other, and 
they met on a sandr-hill called Moreicab. When 
their eyes encountered) the shouts arose, so that 
both armies were startled.. The Ab^ns cried. out, 
mageaxux ! retaliation ior Malik ! Tlie Fazareans 
cried out, BetsliaUon fixe the slaughtering knight! 
In the excess of th^ rage and ranconr, there wad 
not <Mie - but : rushed <tt and shontedf the hoteei 
arudwd^against-'eacb'bther.and neigfadd-^the ideh 
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launched forward, and then burst astrndo*— long 
lasted the sword-blow — the combat was iierce — 
BusfOTtime and calamity were attheir hdght— ^e 
troops were mingled together — ambition was roused 
— swonds cladied— every drinker was ghitted* with 
the wine of ablation — cloudfi of dust mounted east 
and west — horrors and wonders were exhiluted by " 
the Chief Antar. He succeeded in his wishes aganst 
the foe— he overpowered them with tbd fcHve of a 
tyrant, never seen in later days— the dead fell ^i^y 
rad in couples — blood gushed from the jugular 
veins—reproach and pretences w^e ia vain— the 
univ^^ bray and din grew more terrific among thd 
varriors — what a fri^itful day I The horses tossed 
pbout the ^ulls of the dead, and the warriors were 
disgusted with their eordeti. and mail— the mace 
and battje-axe laboured among them— every fierce 
befo roared, and the day wai dreadful, as one^ who 
lias described it, thus saya: 

" The nullstones of war revolved in death, and 
" franiors were pounded fay them. Heroes were 
" hurled dead on the field, where many ktughts lay 
" stretched out. Swords cleaved ev«y jtUQt, and 
" spears rent af>eo the bowds. The blow of drt 
*' Iwttle-axe. da^ed off the eyebrows, as tlie arrowfl 
" tore out the eyeballs. In the Kene of car* 
" aaf^ were bewd ei^Uea firom tbe blows of'the 
*' sword edge agunst the doiUs «f tbe ooidbatmitBi 
" Breaat^plates were shivered by the spears, and 
" ^ejMfirceofthelancerenlithrou^^oppontitm. 
1' Ib encry diii«oti»n hsroas ky^dew^: £^d liim-ia 
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** every jAam. Hands and legs were cut affaa op^ 
" poaite sides, tind heads flew off fh)in the branch* 
•* tops. The steeds galloped over the plun, whose 
" brave riders were disgraced, backed to pieces. 
" Tbeeagleaofthe air hovered over tbeiii,pouiidng 
^ upon them to pluck out their eyes. The coward 
!' fled openly, mid ran amiy aUnned at his very 
** imaginatipn. The courageous in war bellowed 
" hke wild beasts, and resembled contending lions. 
** The meesragers of death powled about few Hves, 
" sod separated fkinilieB iioin their children. The 
•* cup-bearer of death cinded every glass to tlu 
" diieftains that intoxicated them for ever. The 
" swords rang a tune, at which every wanior to, 
" j<Mced in his i^ory. Men w^e dotted about, and 
'' rushed, pnaniscuoufify to the tight. Tbe chai^im 
** atliie combatants pvanoed in spcKt, and charged 
** inoessantly over the back of the earth. 11m 
** dancers started up, and every tribe bad recourse 
" to all its manceuvres. Antar, the knight of 
** knights, kindled the hell-flie (xi the day of the 
" combat of tbe armed warriors. He rushed uptm 
" the foe, and extirpated the cbieftwna that re> 
** mained as pledges of hb victory— he dispersed — . 
** he drove them stupefied away, great and noble 
" as they were. Hb captured the flrst (^ thdr 
*< tribes and princes dotfaed in inm. He.jvotected 
''^ the chieftains of the race, of Abs, who exhiluted 
" tb«r martial feats in the field. Every instant he 
^ left: 8 file dead — he every m<Hnent, defended those 
f'-lw. loved: The Chiefs of Adnan wcm . eiiooB<- 
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" raged; they persevered in their exertions and their 
" achievements." ' 

The battle continued to rage, and the eagles of 
death to hover over, their heads; every spot and 
place was darkened — man and beast were exhausted 
by the fall of the spear and the sabre. They per- 
sisted in this horrid contest till evening came on^ 
when the two armies separated, the whole country 
being crammed with tlie-dead. . The greatest num- 
ber w»e of the tribe of Fazarah, for Antar cut 
through them, and he relieved his heart amongst 
them on account of the murder of Prince Malik. He 
retired towards evening, and the blood was coagu- 
lated oa his shoulders, like camel's livers. The 
Absians descended to a retired spot, exulting in the 
intre^ndity of Antar, and what he had done that 
duBtyday,amdngdieFazareanB; and as theycounted 
the dead, they amounted to thirty, all stem-faced 
warriors. O Ebe^otJ-Ebyez, said he to Oorwah, in 
<Hie day then, thirty of us have been slain by the 
Iribe of Fazarah. By the tiuth of an Arab, to- 
morrow I will not permit any one to antidpate me 
in the field, and the theatre of sword-blows and 
speai^thrusts : I will myself challenge them. ' O 
Aboohavaris, said Oorwah, mayat thou be ever (fftv 
tected from harm ; if the Fazareana have slain thirty 
of us, we have filled the tombs with their dead, who 
cannot be less than a thousand bwsemen and war- 
riors ; and to-morrow, by the grace of the Alnu^ty 
Torgiver, we will entirely crush! them. Thus thc^ 
-went to rest, ^estaUisbing guanls :round the plains 
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tJU moniing da^ed, when tbe troops bdng drawil 
upj Antar wished to abirt into the field o( battle. 
But an Absim, called the Sheikh Makzoonr, ad- 
vanced. Abool&waris, said he, I ask theej in th6 
name of the two eyes of Ibia, daughter of Malik, to 
permit me to open the door of the bMtle, and to 
relieve my heart amongst the tribe of Fazarah, by 
the force of my thrust and my blow. Antar was 
ashamed at his adjuring him, so he said. On then» 
do what you please, O Sheikh, and should your 
antagonist refuse to fight, point him out to me, that 
I may show you wonders: and the Sheikh stood 
forth betweeathetwo lines; he galloped and charged. 
Come on, O tribe of Fazaish, he cried. On to the 
contest ! ye shepherds, ye who are the slaves and 
herdsmen of the tribe of Abs. The Sheikh Makh- 
zoom had npt finished his speech, when Malik, 
Hndi&h's brother, stood befc»e him. £h I thou 
son of a cuckold, sud he, when were the Fazareans 
thy shepherds ? and instantly he attacked him. The 
gheikh Makhzoom met him, and charged with him 
for an hour; but fatigue soon falling on his limbs, 
Malik, SOD of Beder, shputed at him, and smote hini 
with his swprd .on the ade of the neck, and gave 
him a djre^dftil woui^- So he wheeled round and 
fled, lus neck bathed in blood, and pursued with 
hisses &om the tribe of Fazar^. £h j thou con- 
temptible Sheikh, cried Antar, thou foul dog I what 
idid such a Qoward as thyself mean by adjuring me 
jn the name of the eyes of Ibl^, daughtCT of Malik? 
3y the faith of an Arab, were there not between 
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thee and me some Idndred, I would make thee drink 
of perdition. He quitted him for the battle, and 
wheD he came nigh to the Fazarean ranks, Eh t 
«0D3 of Beder, he exclaimed, what honour is tha« 
in sallying forth against an old Sh^kh, whran age 
has bent double ? But there is honour in attacking 
one like Antar, and in subduing him under the dust ; 
let me wreak my vengeance for my kird; I will 
lihow you a scene of battle hke spariiB of fire, and 
be thus refuted : 

" O sons (rf Beder, come on to the contest; un^- 
" ^eath before us the ^arp scimitar. Ye hAve 
." acted foully, and .treachery shall root out every 
•" vestige of ye, and shall orphan your children; Yt 
" have followed Hadifah, and ye think that he knows 
■" how to guide ye on the desert course. He has 
" contradicted what his brother asserted, for he 
" thought peace and perfidy were alike. Ye have 
" slain MaTik, and he was noble. Ye struck D^is^ 
" and he was of generous blood. Ye have outraged 
" US) and ye claimed the bet Was that pretensidit 
." not an act of vudence ? Ye have acted foully in 
*' every deed. All of ye have acted perfidiously— 
" deep are ye in depravity. Behold the sword that 
" destroyed the foul dealer Pharaoh, and before 
" him Themood, and AaA. Now, meet the re- 
" ward of your deeds, and taste of speedy death." 
. Not one of the tribe of Fazarah dared to answer i 
flo he assaulted the right like an etkgle : he charged 
them hkeanall-powerfullbn. Again he challenged, 
but no Me would Sally forth against hinn He 
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'iffiaulted the left; he rolled round them, as a tfr^ 
vtJving millstone, and slew multitudes. He again 
returned into the open pliun. th J O sons of Bed^-, 
he shouted out, cannot ye ride? Cannot ye fight? 
Cannot ye Epeak? And will ye not fly P" What! think 
ye after your treachery to the tribe of Abs, thai ya 
shaU escape ? Come on — on to the fight ; if ye are 
es ye pretend to be, warriors. It is I who slew 
^our brother Awef; I filled your hearts witli terror 
and dismay. At these words, Hadifah'g heart was 
■till more infuriated, and he vifhed to stand forth } 
when lo! a knight called Akhtal, son of Sohab, 
anticipated him ; and he was one of the grandees c^ 
Fazarah. £h ! thou ordure-bom, cried he at Antar, 
we are come to enjoy the battle; but is there oo 
reason for our declining to contend with thee ? Thou 
canst not know who we are — we cannot combat with 
a slave, and then presume to seat outselves amoag 
the noble horsemen. As Antar halted to listen to 
his antagonist, he burst into a loud laugh, and g<Hng 
up to Akhtal, Eh ! thou son of a harlot, said he^ 
why art thou ashamed at a black outside, which the 
Omniscient has created? And thus saying, he rushed 
at him, and began the contest of thrusts and blows, 
lill, perceiving his adversary give way, he roared at 
him, in a voice like the thunder iu a cloud— it terri- 
fied him, and paralysed all his efforts i he smote him 
under the jaw, and severed his head from his shoul- 
ders. The Abaans gave a shout of exultation ; but . 
the tribe of Fazarah was confounded and stupefied. 
As Antar cmtinued to gallop and charge, the brother 
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of the dead started forth, whilst the tears streamed ' 
down his che^B. Antar would Dot permit him even 
to wheel once, but he thrust at him with the head of 
his spear, and hurled him offhis horse. It was then 
Hadifah gave a shout, and throwing his helmet oEf 
his head, he roared aloud and attacked, followed 
by the tribe of Fazarah. Antar met them as the 
parched land the first of the rain. Whatever he 
anote he (Ussected — atwhomever he thrust, he hurled 
dead ; and when the horse hemmed him in, his roar 
drove them bock on tbeir haunches, and made them 
hurl their riders off their backs. Seeing what the 
Fazareans had done, and how foully they had acted 
by Antar, King Caia shoutod to the Absians, and 
they attacked as he attacked, and tbby did as he did. 
Men met men, and heroes heroes— blood flowed, 
and streamed — limbs were hewn' off. How many 
brave men were preapitated from ihrir horses ! the 
day was imperceptible — the heroes roared — the 
warriors still advanced — the cowards fled — spears 
ffrsre shivered — hearts were rent open — ^faeads were 
«ut in twwu — blood gushed out — warriors were sltun 
in troops--7~and it was a scene of calamities, that 
Bta^ered the imagination. How many necka were 
severed ! how many old and young were slaughtered ! 
The action continued, till night advancing with ob- 
scurity, the two armies deusted from the blow of the 
sword; and Hadifah alighted. Bewildered as to 
what he should do, he sent for jSinan to consulti 
'My son, sud he, I feared this event ; I told you 
j)ot to fight (he Absians tijl the armies of King 
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Numan should come. Th^ arrival is at hand. 
The Ab^ns will never be subdued as long as this 
black slave of a cuckold is with them. The best 
plan for us is, to forti^ ourselves in the mountaius. 
If not, to-morrow you must start forth between the 
two ranks, and challenge Cfus and his brothers to the 
combat, that I may show you what I can effect by 
art and stratagem. Hadifah acquiesced in this 
project, and early next day he mounted Ghabra, 
the cause of all these troubles, and hastened over 
the plain, gallofung and charing, and challenging 
to. the contest, and shouting, O tribe of Abs, know, 
a tribe should not forsake truth, and he is the best 
of men who distinguishes justice and follows it. 
This is an affair that has resulted from the race of 
Dahis and Ghabra ; and now, O Cius, here are you 
and I; between us was the wager. We are the 
persons who have exdted this dbturbance among the 
warriors. Belonging to me and you have been slun 
persons most dear to us. Let us not permit, Cais, 
the women to complun of us ; but let us extinguish 
the war with our lives ; let us appease our hearts 
with our swords and the barbs of our spears. King i 
CaJs being alarmed, lest he should be blamed and 
upbraided, left one of his brothers at his post, and 
with the rest issued forth to the pMn. But no 
sooner saw Antar what the sons of Zoheir were . 
doing, than he advanced towards Cais. O my lord, 
s^d he, why do you thus stand forth to the contest 
whilst yoUr slave Antar is able to answer your foes 
in your presence P The man, repHed Cws, has com- 
VOL. IV. a 
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plained to me in the Dame of justice ; and were I 
not to reply to his demand, the Arabs, Jar and near, 
would be scandalized at me. Antar, at these words, 
retired abashed; but the sons of Zoheir rushed 
upon the sons of Beder. Men met men, and heroes 
heroes ; but the spear-thrust had not commenced 
against them, when Sinan, accompanied with the 
'Sheika of the tribeofFazarah, aU bare-headed, came 
forth. DisgracetothetribesofFazarahandSibyan, 
they cried, woe to the tribes of Abs and Adnan ! 
May God be on ye ! O people, may the descent of 
our grandfathers and progenitors not be cut off! 
renounce this outrage— this malice; ride not over 
the paths of perrerseness and ^ssension ; haste not 
to destroy your lives with the ^arp swords ; ' let not 
your names live amongst posterity for iniquity and 
sedition ! Sheath then the swords of violence and 
oppression, for they are still sharper -than the 
sharpest scimitar; and con^der how many warriors 
heretofore have been destroyed by perfidy. Upon 
,this, they' each seized the bridle of a horseman; 
they forced him to retire from the speu-thrust and 
die sword-blow, and compelled them to peace and 
abandonment of obstinacy. Cais -fraS abashed at 
their conduct, and acqmesced in thar demands, 
saying, As to your project, I will not thwart it— as 
to your engagement, I assent to it; but on a 
condition, that shall be stipulated m your .part, 
namely : Hadifah shall give us hostages &om the 
children of the grandees of the Fazarah tribe, td 
remain with us till our dispute with Numan & . 
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decided, and moreover, he must Bwear to us, that 
he will be neither for us nor against us ; for, as out 
enemies are numerous, and as we have no allies or 
confedo-ates, we cannot leave in our vicinity persons 
who may act against us. When Sinan heard this, 
he felt aware that Ctus waa an experienced man ; 
but being eensibie too, that if he did not agree to 
thia proposal, his life would be exposed to imminent 
hazards, he repaired to Hadifah, and explained 
Cais^ propoeaL My opinion, be ocmtinuet], is, that , 
you accept the proporatioo, otherwise, what havoc 
will they make among us ! Wait till we find a pro- 
per object for the sword, and till we see the means 
and road to victory ; for King Xuman will assuredly 
root out every vestige of this tribe, and will leave 
you lords of the highest honours. Thus he brought 
about a meeting between him .and King Cus, and 
they bound themselves by redprocal oaths. King 
Cius then returned, home with his horsemen ; as did 
Sinan and Hadi&h also, to the tribe of Fazarah. 
But at early dawn, they odlected the children of 
tlie h(»semen, about two himdred and fifty of the 
BODS of the chiefs, from the age of five to ten, and 
sent them to King Cais, who, on their airival, ac- 
commodated them with a separate dwelling on one 
^de of the horde, and whatever they wanted was 
supplied in abundance, and not ^Hiingly, and the 
whole tribe was greatly deUgbted at thia arrange- 
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Jk the course of a few days, after thia was settled, 
they received news of Prince Aswad's approach, 
swearing he would not leave one of the whole tribe 
of Aba alive. Confound his iniquity ! cried King 
Cais, in great dismay. Alas ! Aswad will not leave 
in our dwellings ten men to grind the wheat and 
barley, or milk the sheep. He summoned Antar 
and the chief warriors to bis presence, and relating 
to them what he had heard, he requested their ad- 
vice. O king, said Haritb, may you be protected 
from every peril ! Know that this expedition is on 
my account: I am the object, and these armies are 
only advandng in quest of me. On me devolves 
the duty of encountering them. It is I must pa- 
tiently endure th«r chastisements: but to-morrow 
I will go and meet them ; aad by the fmth of noble 
Arabs, men of integrity, word, and honour, I will 
not go against them but with ten men alone. I 
will encounter this Aswad and his warriors, and I 
will scatter them right and left. No, said Antar, 
we will not go but in a body to engage Aswad, and 
we will fight in thy presence with our well-tried 
swords till not a breath remains. O great king, 
added Antar, addresung Cais, what means this 
wuting for further news ? the foe is at hand. March 
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with US against him, that we may extirpate him, 
root and branch, before the hoo& of their horses 
trample down our lands. Upon tiiis, Harith wrote 
a letter to his brother Cosoorah, tellbg him to join 
him with the Warriors of the tribe of Marah ; and 
he despatched the letter with one of his own Norse- 
men. As to King Cais, he sent forward a thousand 
men as the advance of bis army, and also commis- 
sioned some one to go to the tribe of Gbiftan to de- 
mand their asastance in this crisis ; and they came 
with a thousand hon warriors, and Antar's nephew 
Hatal, whom the king left to protect the women and 
property. 

As to Prince Aswad, he was marching with 
armies over the desert, when a ferodous lion, of the 
Mze of a bull and bigger, crouched among the rocks, 
appeared before them, roaring and bellowing at the 
troops: the men retreated fipm its presence, and 
the warriors stood still. The troops continued at a 
halt till Prince Aswad arrived with the rear of the ' 
army, and inquired what was the matter ? they told 
him a lion was in front of them. Ye filth, he cried 
in a violent pasi^on, has all this consternation seized 
you on account of a lion, the veriest dog of the 
waste and wilds ? How will you encounter men, or 
contend with heroes in the field of battle? He had 
not finished his harangue, when a youth, in whom 
^one the tokens and evidences vf intrepidity, started 
forth E^nst the Hon. He was one of the sons of 
Bekir, son of Wayil: he made towards the lion, 
having first thrown away his armour and corslet. 
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till he remained in his plain clothes with short 
sleeves; he tucked them up to his shoulder, and 
twisting his skirts round his prdle, he unsheathed 
his broad sword, and brandished it in his hand, and 
stalked away towards the lion, his heart harder than 
a rock of flint ; and when he came nigh, he gave a 
terrific shout, which the Hon bearing, he opened his 
mouth like a grappling iron, and clenched his fangs 
like a vice, and then collecting himself, as if it were 
into a third of his real »ze, he sprang at him like a 
flash of lightning. As soon as the youth was aware 
of his intent, he nerved his arm, he strengthened 
bis wrist, and smote the hon with his sword between 
the eyes ; the sword continued to work through till 
it issued forth between his thighs, and the lion fell 
C14 in twtun. The youth returned to his arms, and 
put oil his corslet, when lo ! the straps of Prince 
Aswad encompassed Jiim, and ordered him to ap- 
pear in his presence. Amazed at his courage, he 
inquired his descent and parentage, and who were 
his Arab connexicms ? Q prince, said the youth, I 
am called Jerrah, the Wayiltte; and I came to 
offer my services to you, hearing of your muni- 
ficence, and that you required the attendance of all 
the warriors from every tribe : I am at your com- 
mands, that I may show you what may gratify your 
sight. Aswad smiled, and ordered him an hcmorary 
robe : he also presented him some generous steeds, but 
Jerrah refused the robe and horses, at which Aswad 
being exceedingly moved. Eh j young man. sud he, 
I pCTceive you reflise my favoun and my rdx ; if 
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you think the donation gmall, we will greatly en- 
large it, O noble piince, ciied Jerrali, kissing the 
ground, and praying for him, I shall have done no- 
.thiDg in your presence to merit this bounty unless 
I can hurl at your feet the head of Antar, son of 
Shedad, in quest of whom these troops are march- 
ing. But who is this camel-tender, Uiat you should 
on his account ass^mUe these armies and warriors P 
O youth, exclaimed Aswad, vastly gratified, and 
smiling in joy, if you perform your engagement I 
will make you a prince to rule over all your Arabs. 
The youth kissed Aswad*s hand and retired. O 
prince, e*daimed Ixtcait, son of Zararah, this youth 
has engaged for himself to slay Antar ; I engage to 
kill King C^ and all his brothers. After him 
came forward the Brandisher of Spears, the kni^t 
(£ the tribe of Aamir, and promised to slay all the 
famihes of Zeead and Carad. The joy and the 
smiles of Prince Aswad were greatly heightened at 
these words. noble Arabs, said he, and I too en- 
gage myself to you to give fifty dinars to every one 
who shall bring me a head of those vile Ahsians. 

Ilins marched the wairiors, promising and ex- 
pressing their obligations ; and they continued tra- 
velling over the country and mountaitis in their 
Tay to the land of Abs, till they reached a place 
called the land of Mesalik, an extenrive waste, and 
frau^t with dangers ; and i^en they came nigh to 
the spot they beheld tents and dwellings, and spears 
and swords, and horses and chargers. And these 
were the heroes lying in w^t! for Prince Aswad ; 
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for Sing Cais, whm he quitted home, having smt 
on forward the thousand horsemen, marched after 
them, and he chanced to meet Coaoqrah, Harith^s 
brother, on the road, «'ho saluting him and kistdng . 
his hand, thanked him for the protection he had 
granted to his brother Harith. They ctmtinued 
th^r march till they reached this place, where they 
bad remuned three days, and on the fourth came 
up Prince Aswad and his armies, and beheld the 
Ab^ans, who had anticipated him. He ordered his 
troops to halt, saying, Let us send to the Ahuans 
a messenger, that we may hear what King C^ has 
to say. for hims^f: if he deUvers up Harith, it is 
well ; otherwise we will attack him with these armies, 
which are like the tempestuous seas. Accwdingly 
he sent a letter to the Ab^ans by a court messenger, . 
who reptured with it to the Absians, and, the £rst 
person he met was the Chief Antar, who conducting 
him to King Cais, snatched the letter from him, and . 
gave it to the King, who opened it, and read it, and 
it began thus: Know, O Ctus, that my brother, 
whose command is to be obeyed in every quarter, 
and under whose subjection you have been exalted, , 
thus says, if you wish to accommodate this buanes^ 
tmd' to- be' thanked for all your actions, deliver up 

. to him' Huith, son of Zalim, and make the excuses 
of a repentant sinner before your horsemen are 

. <^hged to fly. Know also,. that this army, with 
which I am, is only'the advance of the grand army, 
whieh is following us like the gushing springs. So 
agree to this proposal, and be not olntinate and n. 
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fractory, or peiils will li^t upon you. Health to 
him who obeys and is peaceable, but curses on him 
who rebels and makes disturhances ! Were this j^ro- 
posal such as we could accept, said Cais to the me&r 
senger, it would be well ; but know, Arab, we 
are a tribe that hanng once ^ven their words, fol^ 
low it up with th^ actions; and when we have 
granted our prot^f^n to any one, we secure him 
against the eventsof day and ni^t Now we have 
engaged ourselves to this man, who retaliated for 
us on Ehahd, son of Giafer, and never can we with- 
hold our protection from him till our heads By off 
before him. But say to your prince, whose armies 
are following him, that this is a point we fear not 
and dread not. Return to him, and tell him to re- 
nounce his rapacity, and not to expose himself to 
destruction and death ; and let him repent of what 
he has d<me. When Antar heard the letter and 
the answer, he repented of having let the messenger 
escape in safety ; but the man slunk away, his BenseB 
in a state of bewilderment He knew not what to 
say till he stood before Aswad, where he shook 
in terror, and kept looking behind, repeaUng to him 
the words he had heard. What's behind thee ? smd 
the prince, thou foul-mustachioed fellow I wherefore^ 
dost thou turn about, right and left P prince, said 
h^ behind me b violent death and every figured 
evil, all compised in that accursed slave Antar. 
By the faith of an Arab, prince, had not King 
Cais kept him off, be would have destroyed me in 
the iBoet dreadful of deaths; and now indeed I 
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Bhoiild say that he was close behind me listening to 
my discourse. • Upon this, Aswad smiled from his 
heart of rage and paa^on. Verily, folly and rapacity 
have entered these fellows' brains, he cried; re- 
monstrance has DO effect on them, and never will ' 
diey feel the value of thdr lives till the chargers 
play over their heads. 

It was now evening ; so they reposed that night 
till day dawned, when the prince mounted at the 
door of his pa^lioa; they elevated above'his head 
. the banners and enmgns, and the armies and nations 
rolled on like waves. Prince Aswad had resolved 
on drawing up his troops in right and lefl wings, 
but the rapadous Absians gave him not time, for 
they had mounted before the riung of the sun, eager 
for the battie. and copibaL Amongst the fore- 
most was the Chief Antar, and Harith, who was a 
blazing flame, with the horsemen of Marah, and hts 
brother Cosoorah. March with me, said Harith to 
his brother, that we may attack the left ; and I, stud 
Antar, will assail the ri^t. They attacked, and 
th^ comrades cast their hves into perils and h^- 
rors. Upon this, shputed the armies of Irak ; and 
the wilds and the wastes were a^tated at their 
clamour. The Absian army appeared contemptible 
in their eyes, and thar minds assured them of con- 
quest; so they Howed down like the tempestuous 
seas, and at their head was Locait, like a hovering 
eagle, with his shouts and bis roars ; also the Brah- 
iiaha of Spears attacked with the Aamirites. The 
Gonvulaon became more furious ; the mountains 
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tottered ; the snmitars laboured agunst backs and 
kidnies; the doors of the sepulchres were opened, 
and the decrees of the all-powerful Monarch de- 
scended upon them ; the clouds of dust mounted on 
high from the trampling of hoofs ; the winners were 
distiDguished from the losers; the portion of the 
brave was the most abundant. Horsemen rushed 
upon horseman ; the sword and epear were at work 
amongst heads and bodies ; hands were exhausted ; 
equab contended; heraes and warriors mangled 
each other ; the field was too confined ; the intoxi- 
cated were sobered; perseverance exerted itself; 
artifice and fraud availed not Fierce were the.blows 
of the cros^ng instruments; the brave were hurled 
from their saddles. God prospered that memorable 
day, defending those whose bodies were cased in 
iron : God prospered Antar and the generous Ab- 
sians in their slaughter of hundreds and of thou- 
sands ! As to Harith, he cut through the people 
and the nations, for he was a man of sorely-wounded 
spirit ; so he fou^t with the fiercest resolution ; he 
backed through the armies in his highly roused 
ardour. > But though we have already mentioned 
hb intrepidity, and force, and superiority, nothing 
CDuld have carried bim through thoee dreadful 
scenes but bis swtnvl Zoolfayyat ; and' his brother 
almost equalled himin courage and steadiness ; and 
had it not been for the numbers of the foe not one 
could have stood firm against him, for how great 
tile difference between tfaewt^ and the sheep, and 
between foxes and the lions of the fiirests ! Bd'we 
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midday blood flowed and streamed; heroes oorn- 
pluned <^ calamities ^aIld sorrows, and what was 
before in order was now lill in coofuaon ; the form 
of death was conspicuous, and prowled about ; cups 
were poured out of the wine of death ; the sword 
ooDtinued to labour, and blood to gush forth, and 
men to slay,.and the fire of battle to blaze, till even- 
ing came on ; then had Antar massacred the right 
with his assaults ; he never flagged ; and as he re- 
tired with his uncles, hb sword was drenched in the 
blood of horsemen, and he had appeased hia heart 
among them in blows and thrusts. Thus also Oor- 
wah, nith his firmness and supeiiority in arms, and 
the other horsemen. Harith too, with his brother 
Cosoorah, retired, making their way through the 
left till they reached the tents. Darkness having 
thrown its veil over the land, Prince Aswad too re- 
tired, but .he would not even look at any one, for 
he had that day seen terrifying horrors ; he had be- 
held warriors who feared not death, and who scorned 
to yieU. When he alighted at his tent, he assem- 
bled his peo[4e, and reproached them for their com- 
bat, excluming, This is not the battle by which we 
shall succeed in our objects ; our disorders will not 
thus be cured. The Ab^ns are less than «x thou- 
sand men, and we amount to forty thousand strong- 
limbed wanws; .but they have routed our heroes, 
and particularly that overpowering slave, whom fire 
cannot ^ect; he alone discomfited the right, and 
slew the standard-bearer, and had it not been for 
the approach of night he would have assaulted me 
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beneath the banners ; and also that Harith, whom ' 
we are coipe to seek, he alune cut through the left; 
and these are drcumstances I did not expect. There 
is that tribe of Fazarah too, on which I depended ; 
I have no news of them ;. I should say, they had 
forfdted my relationship, as the Ab^ans have for- 
feited thie relationship of my brother. Moreover, 
if they thus re^st us, they will mangle our im- 
putation, and will overthrow our glory ; our heroes 
will be slaughtered; our horsemen be scattered 
over the wilds, and no one will have any respect for 
us; and behold, they have not fulfilled their en- 
gagements; those horsemen I mean, who made 
such fine promises. O dread King, said Locait, be 
not distressed ; harass not your mind ; to-morrow's 
nig^t the Abnans shall not pass but as your cap- 
tives. Our projects against Antar and the dastardly 
Abuans must succeed, for the warriors who pro- 
mised the destruction of the tribe of Abs did not 
take part in tiie engagement ; they smote not, nei- 
ther did they thrust. Coni^ your feehngs till to- 
morrow, and you shall see what will gratify your 
heart; and when they display their courage in 
your presence, they will merit your honorary robes 
and, your favours. 

At hearing this, tiie heart of Aswad was con- 
soled, and his pasdon and fiiry relented : he dis- 
solved the assembly, and comforted himself. As to 
the tribe of Abs and Adnan, when 'they returned 
to the tents, they searched for the killed and 
wounded ; the former amounted to fifty-one, and 
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the latt^ to a hundretl and seventy; but the; 
heard from some one, tbat of the armies of Irak 
were slun three thousand and odd : they were de- 
bghted, and King Cais feeling sure that he had 
gaiued a victory : O my cousins, stud he, my heart 
prompta me, we shall defeat the foe vrere they even 
as numerous as the sands of the desert, notwith- 
standing the slaughter of our horsemen, whose 
equals the age cannot produce. We fimn but a 
Email tribe, yet to me one of our horsemen is more 
valuable than a whole tribe. King, said Antar, 
calm your mind and biighten your eye, to-morrow 
I will exhibit death to them. I am awaie they will 
to-morrow challenge me to the fight. O Abool- 
fawaris, said Harith, I will not permit you to do 
any thing of the sort, till I and my brother have 
drunk of the cup of death. This is a ptnnt, said 
Antar, that can only be decided to-morrow, and 
every one that is called out by name must start 
forth to the contest In this guise they reposed 
till day dawned, when the armies being in battle 
array, the first that sought the plain was Jerrah, 
the Wayilite, for Prince Aswad had ordered his 
officers to prevent the tribes from attacking in a 
body. Jeri'ah charged and galloped over the field 
of battla, maiiosuviing upon the back of his swift 
horse, till the wits of the wisest were confounded; 
and as he advanced towards the Abaans ; Tribe of 
Abs, he cried out in a loud voice, by the faith of an 
Ari^, ye are the horsemen of d^truotioR and in- 
stant death ; were it not so, ye would not oppose 
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die kings of the age, ye being bo few io numbers. 
, Do ye ^tend to encounter tliese armiee and war- 
liors P Foul play would proceed from a deficiency 
in liberality and evil dispositions; but to attack, 
you is the triumph of every noble exerbon for one 
who aims at eminence and h(mour by the blow of 
the sword and the thrust of the spear. Let your 
black kni^t come forth against me, he, your illus- 
trious warrior, who has raised for you a strong 
tower of glory. None will reproach hb dark com- 
plexion, but those who cannot cope with him, those 
who bate or envy him. I think meanly of every 
one, notwithstanding bis forefathers and progenitors. 
I acknowledge no honour, but in him who thrusts 
with the long qpear in the scene of action and battle. 
So send forth agtunst me Antar, that I may exhibit 
through him a memorable contest ; for I have pro- 
mised to slay him in the presence of Prince Aswad, 
and to bring down sorrow and misery upon him ; 
and Jerrah thus.recited : 

." The parentage of the brave is his words and 
" his acts, his resolution in the day of encounterj 
" and his style of combat Cowardice renders the 
" youth contemptible, although his maternal and 
" paternal .uncles may be of the race of Hashem. 
" Patience in the day of spear-thrusts is the glory 
" that will endure, however circumstaflces may have 
" reduced him : not every one that wields a sword 
"tin his hand, and labours for high honours, attains 
" them ; but he who plunges into the sea of dust, 
" and braves the flame of the raging contest that 
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" destroys his GmbB. So soottie my heart with 
" the contest, and approach me, hero, whose 
" death is at hand ; for ever will I destroy men in 
" the fight, uid this day shall his limbs be mangled. 
" They have a slave indeed, whose deeds are famed, 
" whose acts are celebrated in every land. This 
" day I will erase his name with my sword, whose 
" terror scatters wide the crowded enemies.^ 

Jerrah had not finished, when Antar stood before 
him ; he roared in his voice hke thunder in a cloud, 
and attacked him. Antar was about to reply to him 
in some extempore lines, but his thoughts were con- 
fused, so he rushed at him. The youth received 
him as the parched earth the firat of the rain. 
These two fierce heroes turned upon each other 
like vorat^us wild beasts, and a combat took place 
between them that uekened the eyeballs and amazed 
the stoutest hearts; whilst thick dust arose above 
them, till it concealed them &om the sight. When 
the Brandisher of Spears saw Antar stand forth 
ag^nst the youth, and occupied in the engagement, 
he challenged another to the plain, and he was fol- 
lowed by the other, ten heroes, who bad made high 
promises in the presence of Aswad, thus taking ad- 
vantage of Antar's absence. When Harith saw the 
B^andisherof Spears come forth, with the ten hprse- 
men, ima^ning they intended to outrage Antar, 
and being afraid that some peril or ac«^dent might 
befal him, he advanced also, followed by his brother 
Cosoorah, like a blazing flame. He wielded Zoolhy- 
yat in his hand, and cried out to the Brandisher of 
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Spears, That is a deed of thine, son of Malik, which 
will be reptud with death ! How darest thou to 
outrage a man eng^ed with his antagonist, after 
be had called him out hj bis name P May Grod 
curae the entrails that bore thee, and the cuckolds 
of thy kindred, said the Brandisber.of Spears^ there 
b no treachery but what proceeds from thy nature 
and disposition, and wert thou not in need of the 
tribe of Abs, thou wouldst liave betrayed them 
even yesterday, but they are not yet secure from 
thy atrocities. And when thou art slain, thou wilt 
ever be known to every one that mores and halts 
by thy infamous deeds: for thou didst kill the 
Chief of the tribe of Aamir when he was asleep; 
thou didst murder Shii^ibeel, King Numan's son, 
quite an infant, and thy evil omen is over the high 
and low; but we are come forward to execute our 
promise, for which we have pledged ourselves. 

And he repeated the names of the horsemen. 
Harith only laughed ; O Gheshm, stud he, this en- 
gagement proves thy little wit ; for I do not see that 
thou hast promised to slay me, knowing as thou 
dost, that I am his greatest enemy; and it was io 
the private apartments of his brother that I stew 
Ehalid, son of Giafer ; and I dew also his son Sfair- 
jibeel ; but I do not know whether thou hast omitted 
to engage to kill ine through fear of me, or out of 
contempt for me. Know, O Harith, s^d theBran- 
disher of Spears, thou didst not occur to the mind 
of any one, for we did not suppose that thou wert 
with the Abmns ; but we thought that thou .wert 
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returned to thy desolation amongst the mountfuiw 
tops. Thou art right, replied Harith, and thou ' 
hast not advanced but vbat is perfectly true. But 
I intend this day to dye my sword in your blood, 
and to destroy ye all, high and low, and to avert 
your vexations from the tribe of Abs. 

And he rushed upon the Brandisher of Spears, 
and Cosoorah asmled the Aamirite horsemen. The 
Senberian spears were extended ; the dust sprang 
up from the hoofs of the Arab steeds, and calamities 
fell upon them. Antar bellowed at the horses to 
drive them far from the contest ; he made an assault 
at the Brandisher of Spears, with the rush <^ an 
illustrious warrior. He grasped the rings of bis 
corslet and breast-plate, and lairing him prisoner, 
threw him down to Shiboob, who bound down his 
arms, and tied fast his shoulders. 

The battle continued to rage, aod blood to flow, 
and the flame of war to bum, till evening came on, 
when the armies quitted the contest. Antar had 
made about two hundred prisoners that day, whom 
Shiboob pinioned one after another, but those that 
rensted him he slew. 

When Prince Aswad alighted at his tent, behold, 
a black, tall, lanky slave presented himself. He had 
everyappearance of having perform edalong journey, 
and travelled in haste; he kissed the earth, and did 
obeisance. Who art thou, Arab bom ? asked As- 
wad. My lord, said lie, I am one of the slaves of 
Hadifah, Chief of the tribe of Fazarah : he has seai 
He to you to congratulate you on what he has done 
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and woes he has brought down upon them ; for 
after thrir expedition agtunst you, he surprised' 
the dwellings, with the wariiot^ of Fazarah. He 
plundered their property, and slew their tneii) and 
captured their women ; Mid by to-morrow's dawn 
he will join you. He has sent me to you with 
tliis message : disperse in separate divisions your 
army now surrounding the Abdans, that they may 
not fly elsewhere ; for he is afraid of the escape 
of Antar and Harith, who hereafter may still occa*^ 
sion us fresh trouble. Thus may stlceess attend ds \' 

The Prince jumped up, and stood erect in th* 
fulness of the joy he felt; but never was this inra- 
dent forgotten by him. He ordered his men to draw 
oif the horsemen from the tribe of Aba and Adnan 
an all four sides, into the wilds and wastes, and iti 
less than an hour they were scatteared over the de- 
sert, and he himself mounted with those that re^ 
mfuned abeuthim, and marbhed on till he eame nigh 
unto the tents of the Abaians, where he concealed 
himself. Keturii, O Arab bom, to thy master, siad 
he to the slave-messeBger, and teU him we have 
obeyed his directions. 

Now the slaive who concerted that plan, and dis- 
persed the armies of Aswad over the barren waste, 
was the lion Shihoob. For when the troops lighted 
in the tents, my cou^a, said King Cius, my 
o[Hnion is ve should surprise Aawad^s army under 
the night ; perhaps we may disperse his army over 
tbe desert and waste, ^boob was present m at^ 
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tendance on \m brother Antar : O my brother, scud 
he, if you will hear what I have to say, I will most 
certainly disperse the arnues, mighty arid exten^ve 
as they are, and you shall catch Aswad himself in 
his own pit, and defeat his troops and armies. May 
Grod bless thee, Shiboob ! cried the Absian chiefs, 
if thou canst dFect such an mterprise. 

At the moment, Shiboob sprang forth to his 
pcHtmanteau, and putting on some clodies suitable 
to stratagem, he ran away, and in an hour returned 
and told his brother and King Ctus what be had 
done. Now surprise Aswad, said he ; he is now in 
such a particular spot, and has only a small party 
with him. 

£ing Ctus ordered them to prepare the warlike in- 
struments, and before midnight they were on horse- 
back. King C^s sent for Harith, and attached to 
him one thousand men, and sent him to the hCt. 
Aa to Oorwah, he stationed him with one thousand 
men to the right : Do you, stud he to Antar, assault 
die centre, mycouun. The King himself mounted 
with the remiunder of the warriors, accompanied by 
Antar^B nephew, inth whom he brought up the rear. 
As to Asvad, he had concealed himself with his 
men, and dispersed his troops, and every one dis- 
mounted and slept near him. Suddenly screams 
came upon them, and the blow of the murd«xms 
sdwitars, dnd the thrust of the calamitous spears 
surprised them. The armies were aghast, and their 
senses were disordered. Every one started from his. 
sleep and drew his sword ; every one fell upon him 
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who was before him. Bewildered by sleep, and ter- 
rified at the dreadful Antar and the noble Absiang, 
they attacked each other with the edge of the sword, 
but they knew not whom to address, or whom to 
strike. Base cowards I cried out Antar at the head 
of the Abnans, I am Antar, son of Shedad. No 
sooner did they hear the voice of Antar, the daunt- 
less hero, than desp^r, and misery, and woe fell 
upon them; brave warriors were sl^n in the very 
spots where they fought, till every horseraan thought ■ 
wherever he turned, there was the voice of the hon 
Antar. 

Aswad withdrew his troops ; they not only with- 
drew, but dispersed in confu^on over the waste. 
His only resource was to wheel about and fly, but 
he bad not proceeded far, when Oorwah and his 
men ^icountered him, and surrounding him, were 
about to kill him, but he cried out for quarter, dis- 
covering himself to them, and demanding protection; 
on which they made him dismount from the backed 
his horse, and took him prisoner, drag^ng him along 
abject and miserable. 

The contest continued to rage, and blood to be 
spilt, and the flame of war to blaze, till Shiboob, 
seeing how easy the business had become, mounted 
to the top of a sand-hill, and making himself as one 
of Aswad'3 followers, cried out with a loud voice, 
Ab^ns, grant us quarter and protection ; with- 
' draw from us the blow of the sword : no <me but 
Aswad forced us against ye, and him ye have taken 
prisoner. Let us retire ; relieve us from this fesr 
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and tribulation. On heanng these words, Aswad's 
troopB dispersed among the waftes; and there was 
not one who looked at another whilst Antar and 

' Harithpunuedthem, till they had cleared the whole 
country of them, when they returned to the Ecat- 
tered hones and dispersed arms: and having col- 
lected the tents and property, they halted, exulting 
in their victory and conquest. 

The next day they aseemUed the prisoners, 

. Btnraigst whom were Locait, and the Brandisher of 
Spears — in all, about fifty of the most celebrated 
Arab leaders, and their most renowned knights, with 
whom they set out on their return home, rejoicing 
_iq the defeat of the enemy, and thdr dbpernon over 
the wilderness. 

They travelled on till the following morning, and 
about mid-day there appeared some of th^r own 
iriendB,advandngfrcan the direction of their country, 
and hastening over the plain in the most miseraUe 
plight, their ears cut c4F, their bodies besmeared 
with blood, and bricking out, O by Abs I O by 
Adnan ! haste to us, and retaliate ! IJll they came 
iato the presence of King Cais. Know, O King, 
said they, that Hadifah, after your departure, sur- 
prised us one day with five thousand horse ; he not 
xmly slew our men, plundered our property, and 
jrescued the hostages that were with us, but he mas- 
stored' fiHiF hundred youths of our children, frtmi 
th* 9gB o£ five to ten^ whom he dragged forward 
one after the other, as he cried out to them, Now 
call out, for aome <Bie to rescue you fimii death! and 
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&ea made eaeh in turn a mark for his arrow. He 
captured our w<Hnea and our families, and is now 
gone to his own country. The cause of this was 
Hadifah'a wife, who, observing her husband slack 
in the cause of retaliatum, one day appeared before 
him, when he was seated with the chie&ofFazaFah; 
She was bare-headed, and her haii dishevelled. Son 
of Bedr, she cried, restore me to my family and my 
native land, for I want no coward husband ; and she 
thus recited : 

" May the curse of God light on the coward ! 
" May he never give thee to drink of the moisture 
" of nun ; may the rain-clouds never extend their 
" bounty to the lands of liis tribe 1 may they never 
" robe bb deserts. in verdure 1 Thou hast clothed 
" thyself, son of Bedr, in garments of infamy, that 
'' can never change xhar ignominious effect; and 
" were it not for this disgrace, my eyelids would 
" be ulcered with tears. Cais has involved us in 
" woe for a youth ; were they to weigh M Ahft 
" agiunst him, he would equal them. He has 
" moreover slain tbe Chieftains of Bedr, and has 
" made the Semherian spears drink of their blood. 
" Never, never, will my tears cease; my sorrows, 
" my afiSictions, are endless. How many miserable 
" women like me, in the tribe, are mourning in woe ! 
'• Rise then, sedt the land of thy enemy ; fear not — 
*' thardefendecis absent — ^leave not one alive atnong 
" them, and let not their screams keep thee awayfrom 
"them. The Absians have indeed spilt your blood ; 
" BO drive away their etunels, and capture thtir 
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" wives ; for your blood is noble, and generoiis^ 
" and high-priced to those that purchase it. But 
" ye, sons of Bedr, my cousins, ye are brave, the 
" most illustrious of men ; be Uierefore like the 
" progenitora that are gone, the forefathers that 
** are passed away, and let their glory live for 
" ever." 

These verses were called the " Exciters of Sor- 
row." When Hadifah heard his wife's address, 
Toarms! toarms! my cousins, hecned, and before 
midday, he was Burrounded by five thousand well- 
armed horsemen. Hadifah mounted Ghahra, and 
the horsemen followed him. The Sheikhs endea- 
voured to prevent this treachery and peijury ; but 
said Sinan, What is this ? How ? T-he Absians are 
absent, the women have no protector — no one to 
defend them, and this tribe are in duty bound to 
wreak their vengeance. What greater advantage 
can accrue from such oaths P Thus Hadifah, and 
the tribe of Fazarah, travelled on till they reached 
the tribe of Abs and Adnan, whom they attacked 
on all udes, and when the Ghiftanians saw what the 
Fazareans were doing, they plunged themselves into 
corslets and breastplates, con^ting, as we mentioned, 
of two thousand men, all harsh-featured lions : they 
fought that day, and the next, even till the fourth 
day, when the tribe of Ghiftan bring routed, Ha- 
difah, with his Fazarean^ gmned possestoon of the 
Abfflan tents, and their property, and their daugh- 
ters, and their children, and having rescued thrir 
hostages, they massacred &ur hundred childrrai of 
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the tribe of Aba, all boys, from five to ten years old, 
making them marks for thar arrows. As he re- 
turned home, his wife met him, and «he beat the 
Absian women with a whip, and abused them, thus 
relieving her own heart. Hadifah put all the pro- 
perty apart, saying to his surrounding warriors, We 
must not divide thb property yet, till we see what 
Agwad will do to the tribe of Abs. But Hadifah 
had scarcely finished this sentence, when lo ! a dust 
obscured the land, and when it cleared, there came 
forth the warriors of the tribe of Abs and Adnan, 
and Antar at their head, like a furious lion. The 
cause df th«r coming was the men whom they met, 
as we mentioned,, who told them what Hadifah had 
done. The Abaians screamed, in agony of woe and 
distress, for the men and children that had been 
massacred. King C^s assembled the priscmers, and 
delivered them over to Harith, saying, These are 
thy enemies: take them, atid precede us to our 
country, whilst we march ag^st the tribe of Faza- 
rah, for thou canst not fight Hadifah, pn account of 
your rclatloDship. So he sent with him a party of 
Absians, and took the remiunder with him, and 
departed, a flame burning in bis heart, and he thus 
addressed them : 

" Prepare, ye heroes, implements of war ; this 
" point can only be settled with arms ; your little 
" ones hare been massacred — itisadisgraceuponye; 
" but it is unavoidable. Hadifah ! mayst thou never 
" drink a drt^ of liquid ! may the r^na of the desert 
" never mtugten thee! thou hast indeed made a war 
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" against us that would dboke a Sheikh, as if with 
" pcusooed water. But I am now mounted on a 
" steed, that siupasses the lightning and the winds 
" in speed, one hindfoot white, black-haired, broad- 
" faced, whose forehead resembles the first burst erf 
" dawn. my cousins, all my joys are crushed on 
" your account, whilst you groan in piun of wounds. 
" As to my life, I regard it not, when the thick tears 
" of grief stream down my cheeks. Behind me are 
" chiefs of the race of Abs, waving long spears in 
" Uieir bands — warri<H% irreaiatible— generous — in 
" the exposureof their lives they flinch not. Come 
" on then 1 abed the blood of the sons of Beder, with 
" the clearing sdmitar." 

As soon as Cais had finished, pride rushed hke a 
blast into their heads ; they hastened on, till they 
came nigh to the tribe of Fazarah, who no sooner 
ascertained they were Absians, than they were con- 
founded' and bewildered. Now then, my cousins, 
cried Hadifah, come on, here is your hated foe. 
Spring upon them in the contest, otherwise they will 
exterminate ye — they will ravage your property, and 
capture your wives. Men soon met men, and war- 
riors warriors — blood flowed and streamed— limbs 
were hewn off— horrible were the scenes of peril ; 
the convulsions were tremendous — men were pre- 
cipitated on the plain of battle. King Caip attacked 
in person, and made the carnage rage against his 
kiiidred. Hands were extended to grasp the objects 
of their wi^es, but did not all succeed. Calamities 
smote the tribes of Abs and Fazarah, whilet-King 
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Cais exclaimed, Courans, whomsoerer the hand 
touches, slay not; let us dehver them all to the 
mothers of the chUdren, whom Hadifah killed with 
his arrows. At that time, above four hundred 
of the Fazareaos had been already slaia on the field 
of battle ; but when they heard this harangue, the 
Allans only exerted themselves to take prisoners. 
Antar on that day performed achievements to be 
recorded, on account of the murder of his friend 
Malik. At last, the Absians forced the Fazareans 
into their tents ; there they slaughtered about a 
thousand horsemen, and took five hundred more, 
rescuing their own wives, and all tlieir property, and 
they returned, exulting in having retahated. But 
when they were settled. King Caia delivered to the 
mothers of the children four hundred prisoners, 
taking for himself one hundred to murder, in reta^ 
liation for his own son ; and he directed all the 
women, each to lepiur to her prisoner, and to torture 
him the whole night ; and, in the morning, to drag 
him forth between the hostile ranks, and murder 
him, in retaliation for her child. Each took charge of 
her respective prisoner, and she passed the night in- 
fiifiting the severest torments, till the crow cawed. 
As to the tribe of Fazarah, they retired to their tents, 
repenting of what they had done. Hadifah alightedi 
gnawing his hands in contrition, as he stud to his 
brothers, I have no other anguish in my heart, but 
in not having succeeded against the Absians. To- 
toorrow will'I start forth to the contest, and I wiU 
appease my wh<^ heart among them. Z will euc 
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ceed in my hopes, or I will drink of the cup of 
death Knd perdition. Then he wept, and his brothers 
too wept ; and as he wept, What mean these tears 
and alarms F said Sinon ; soon will come the armies 
of King Numan, who will extirpate the trihe of Aba. 
And know, O Hadifah, the Absians have only 
fbu^t with such fury, on account of your massacre 
of their children, and your plunder of their pro- 
perty, and the capture of their wives and families. 
Fortune consists of two days. As to the prisoners, 
redeem them with cattle, or by war and battle, O 
Sinan, said Hadif^ as to the prisoners, not one 
will be released, but afler a contest that will turn 
infants gray, and frighten the stoutest warriors; 
if indeed they escape beheading to>morTow. But I 
should now like to know what has happened be- 
tween the Absians and Prince Aswad. He imme- 
diately sent for one of the prisoners he had that day 
taken, and to his inquiries, the Absian told him how 
Aswad and fifty chiefs -had been captured, and 
that they were sent home with Harith. Hadifah 
shuddered, and was stupefied. IMsgraced are the 
Arab chiefs, by the violence of this black slave, 
whose obstinacy and fury are incontrollable, ex- 
claimed Hadifah, and by the outrages of that 
treacherous tribe of Abs. Now then, the destruction 
of the tribe of Fazarah is at hand. And they remiuned 
in this state till, as the day dawned, the two armies 
mounted, and the armour and brilliant mail ghttered. 
King Cais mounted beneath the banners and stand- 
ards, and ordered the women to ^>pear, whocame, 
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each drag^ag her prisoner by the cbin. He com- 
manded them to slay them, and thus to wreak their 
vengeance. Immediately every woman led out her 
captive in front of the two armies ; she made him 
lie down between the two ranks, and slaughtered him, 
cutting him across the jugular vein, like the slaughter 
of a sheep, whilst her husband assbted her in the 
deed ; and when all the four hundred warriors were 
massacred, King Cais^ ordered his slaves to murder 
the hundred warriors, in retaliation for his own son. 
Hadifah uid the chiefhuns of Fazarah were on horse- 
back, viewing the fate of their cousins, Th^ 
affliction was intense, and there was not one but 
dismounted from hb horse, and taking off his rustic 
clog from his feet, dashed it' down on his head, till 
he shook out all his double teeth. The news reached 
the wives of the murdered, and they rushed out, 
overwhelined with anguish. Upon that, the tribe of 
Fazarah brandished their spfaia and their swords. 
The Absians rec^ved them on the barbs of their 
long lances, and cut through them with their 
polished scimitars. It was a day to frighten the 
senses — ^hves were dearly sold — evening and morning 
appeared the same — shouts were raised on high — 
the morrow and the dawn were annihilated. Lives 
were plundered from bodies, and the resolute warrior 
cried out, Flinch not from the battie ftnd the con- 
test < All was exertion — no jest. The Absians 
made one universal shout. What a glorious morn '. 
The Fazareans stood firm with th^ bold counte- 
nances. How many b^nes fled from the fight and 
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sought the Wilde and the waste ! blood etreamed and 
flowed — the whole army was covered with wounds, 
and between them lasted an action whose like had 
DeverocGurred at that period, and amongst the many 
descriptions of it are the following lines : 

" I have braved fortune, experienced and wise. 
" I have endured calamities ail my life long, but 
" never saw I so hostile a day. I never felt from 
*' any one a severer misfortune than that Absian 
."contest, when they assaulted the sons cfBeder. 
" The tribes were exterminated on that terrific day, 
" that might be considered as a thousand months of 
" time. I saw the cloud of their dust, and the 
" gleaming flash of their swords and spears. How 
" many heroes I beheld prostrate, struggling with 
" their feet as the horses passed over tbem ! How 
" many youths I heard beneath the black columns 
" of sand, uttering groans that bewildered my facul- 
" ties! But bad it not been for the Absian slave, who 
" encountered the Fazarean troops in every direc- 
" tion, who destroyed the heroes with the Redeinian 
" spear, as the horses of the sons of Beder rushed 
" upon him, and slaughtered the enemy with the 
" sabres, with a heart cut out of the solid rock ! ! — 
" God prospered the noble slave, who overthrew a 
" thousand freebom in the combat, and when he 
" wielded hb sword in the day of battle, the heroes 
" might be seen tumbling down before him." 

At the close of the day, the two parties aJighted 
at their respective tents. King Cms then consulted 
with A&tar, about sending the property and families 



ciq mod t, Google 



EFCHTOCAII:. 371' 

to the land of Shurebah and Mount Saadi. Do as 
you please, O king, swd Antar. Accordingly, lie^ - 
gave them an escort of one hundred horsemen, under 
his brother Harith. Conduct your mother, said he, 
and the rest of the vcMnen home, and remain witli 
Harith, son of Zahm, for I will not quit the tribe of 
Fazarah tilt I extirpate every vestige of them, and 
leave no record of them. Antar, indeed, had re- 
solved to take charge of them, but King Cais would 
not permit him ; so he remained behind, that he 
might incur no blame or reproach ; and Harith 
departed with the property and families. As to the 
Fazareans, they halted at their tents, and more than 
a third of them had been slain. What say you ? 
stud Sinan to Hadifah, shall I go to your brother- 
in-law, Harith, son of ZaHm, and throw myself on 
his mercyP Perhaps he will now fight for us,'or, at 
any rate, make peace for us. No, that will not 
do, said Hadifah. They continued in conversation 
till, the darkness having disappeared, Hadifah de^ 
Bcended into the plain, and as he came nigh to the 
standards of King Cais, O son of Zoheir, he cried, 
the wager was between thee and me. The affair 
•indeed is gone too far, and we have put on the 
garments of treachery and outrage, for thou hast 
sl^n my son, and thy slave slew my brother; I slew 
thy brother, and itwas Iwho ordered the blow against 
thy horse. The other day I slew the infants, and 
you, in their stead, have slain as many men. It is 
not liberal, that we should permit the women to com- 
[dun of us ; but let us terminate this afifiur wUfa our 
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lives, till one of us be dead : thus wiU all anxiety and 
doiibt be at an end ; one of us will succeed, and let 
the survivor r^gn over the whole land. Come on 
then, I inll attack thee, and never will I desist till 
thou hast destroyed me, or I have destroyed thee; 
and Hadifah thus redted : 

" Fortune disregards all reject and engagement ; ' 
" ofltimea she cajoles us and favours the coward. 
" In our fathers we are glorified, and from our for&: 
" fathers we are made heirs to glory and supremacy. 
*' I have built a manuon of glory, sublime on higjj, 
** with spears that make no distinction between 
" sacred and profane ; with, swords with which we 
" encounter horrors and the calamities of the age. 
*' At all times the cleaving sword is my protection ; 
" the sword whose edge fractures bones. I have 
" granted wealth to the poor, and never withheld 
" it, and never have I heard reproach. I have par- 
" doned where I have been able ; in my decisions 
" I have been impartial ; I have never broken my . 
*' engagements. But I know fortune is a niggard ; 
'* its disposition is perfidious, and it owns no no- 
'* bility. If joy has its day, and should it even last 
" awhile, the hand of misfortune will turn it into 
*' sorrow for a year. So be impartial to me in the 
" combat ; charge ; behold my resolution when the 
" battle rages, for we have left the women wild with 
'* grief, dashing their hands against their cheeks and 
" sleepless." 

When King Cms and his brothers heard these 
verses, they were afraid the Arabs would r^ard 
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Aem vkh the eye <^ iDferiority; so King Cais 
started forth, mounted on the back of his horee, and 
thus spoke: 

" If thou art in want of corapasuon, I will con- 
fess on some occa^ons I travel in the paths of 
weakness. I have a steed for mercy bitted with 
'* mercy, and I have a horse for foUy saddled with 
folly. With- him who challenges my rescdution I 
am str^ght; and for him who would make me 
swerve aside I am crooked. Thou hast outraged 
us, son of Beder; and the deed by which thou 
hadst conquered is more odious than all that is 
most vile ; taste, then, the chastisement of violence 
before thou drinkest of the cup of death that is 
impregnated with poison. I have taken captive 
him wh(^ aid ye required. I have returned with 
him, and t)^ flame of war increases, and is kindled 
anew. We are all lion horsemen, all brave heroes 
crqwned with glory." 

King Cais rushed upon Hadi&h, who met him 
as the parched earth the first of the rain, both 
expres^ng the deep resentment rankling in their 
hearts. In less than an hour they both vanished 
from the ^ght, and the dust tbickmed over them. 
There was not one in the two armies but prepared 
for the combat, fearful lest death should overtake 
their leaders. Hadifah, before he attacked King 
Cus, had already enjoined his brothers, saying. 
When you see me drawing King Cais towards you, 
rush at him and slay him, and let the Arabs abuse 
us to etennty. He thus purposely kept retiring till 
VOL. IT. r 
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he came close to his brothers, who immediatdy at- 
tacked, and attempted to put Cais to death. But 
when Antar saw this treason on the part of the Fa- 
sareans, he aasailed them, shouting at them in a 
voice like thunder in a cloud, and they instantly 
retreated from the scene of action. Antar advanced, 
and thus exclaimed : 

" I am the son of Shedad, truly the knight of the 
." Arabs, and the reliever of grievances with the 
** sharp edge of my sword. ' The atmosphere is 
**. dust-darkened ; the whole region is obscured in 
*' sand-clouds ; the light of the sun is veiled; the 
'* dust-wave is on high ; warriors charge and a{v- 
" proach the scene where death will be quaffed ; the 
" horses neigh, and the horsemen chai^, and the 
" earth is convulsed at the excess of horrors ; it is 
" a day to turn every herb old, and no one braves 
** it but ^e valiant. I have stood firm in it with a 
** heart that knows no tardiness ; conscious of no 
" fear or alarm. I have plunged into it, and the 
" dust of death pours over my noble steed, ambhng 
.** as he goes. Every eye beholds me and is bewil- 
•' dered; they approach me, and they are repiud with 
" death. There is no virtue in the act where death ' 
" is not at hand, nor is there any expiation of soul 
" to be recorded in history. My parentage is 
" known amongst the noblest of the credtion, for 
" my resolution, my vigilance, my virtues, and my 
** superiority." 

Having iinished, lie rushed upon. the tribe of Fiu 
utrah; he put them to confusion; be clieft down 
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their horsemen^ nngly and Id pairti, tiU he came up 
to King Cms and Hadifah, whom he aaw clinging 
to each other like one individual; he rushed at 
them, and dispersing those that surrounded them, 
he thrust at Hadifati with his spear, and hurled 
him from the hack of his horse on tlie ground, and 
brought forth King Cais from the bati^e, whilst 
the Absians turned upon the Fazafeans, and let 
down infamy and ruin upon them. They took four 
hundred piisoners, and two of Hadifah's brothers ; . 
vai they continued this cruel work till evening came 
Oft, when they retired to their tents. As soon as 
darkness 1^ veiled the earth, behold, three horse- 
mra arrived out of the hundred whom King Cais 
had amt with Honth, son of Zalim, to gaaxd the 
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Gh! what has befallen you? said Cais; who 
amoDg. men has cast you down? Know, king, 
they replied, we accompanied Harith till we readied 
our own country. Harith guarded the prisoners, 
and remained watching them three days, ever 
menadng them till night-fall; but one mormng 
we looked for him and bis prisoners, but we 
could not find either him or them ; so out of our 
alarms for you, knowing well his- perfidy, we are 
come to apprise you. Cais shuddered at this'intel- 
ligence; And did this event, asked he, take place 
before the famifies arrived, or afterwards ? No wo- 
men, no families, no camels, no cattle, have we 
seen, replied they. Then the light became dark in 
the eyes-of King C^s. Alas ! then our advantages 
have turned out to our prejudice, he exclaimed, and 
these ordures of Fazareans will still exult over us. 
O king, said Antar, when he saw the anguish of 
Cub at this corroboration of the news, this fact 
proves indeed the difference between appearances 
and reality, as widely distinct are they as existence 
iirom annihilation ; an experienced man can see the 
whole proceeding from beginning to end, I am 
' persuaded that Aswad and bis companions have ul- 
timately engaged to procure King Numan's protec- 
tion for bin), and that he has agreed to their plans, _ 
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and haa ctmsequently released them &diix bondage ; 
and as be was coining with th^n agunst us, he 
must have met our women travelljng ^ong the road 
(no better oppratunity to c^pen a door to the heart 
of King Numan coold thej find), they must have 
eaxed tfaem, and they are now on their way to 
Htrah. King Cais was convinced of the probability 
o( Antar's conjectures ; O my counn, said he, if it is 
90, truly we are fallen between two pmlous cata- 
Btrophes, and two deadly afflictions, and I do not 
comprehend which we should undertake first ; ibr 
if we pursue Harith in a body the Fazareans will 
turn upoD us, and if we remain here every vestige 
of us will be extirpated. O king, s^ Antar, it is 
my opinion that I go alone after Harith and his 
prisoners ; X will rescue the property and families % 
I will replace Aswad himself and his comrades into 
diains and fetters ; and I will show you what I will 
do with that Prince Aswad and all his people. Do 
you in the meanwhile stand firmly opposed to the 
tribe of Fazarah. Ah, my cousin, said Cais, much 
relieved, do as you please ; but if it is so, and you 
really must go, take with' you some one to aid you 
in the contest. O king, said Antar, if my heart 
' were easy about you, I would attack every buntan 
being on the earth »ngle-handad. But he took his 
aephew Hatal, and alti^ther ten men, on whose 
firmness he could rely in battle. Shiboob by his 
ode, he sou^t the barren waste, followed by his 



As to the tribe of Fazarah, after Hadi&h and hit 
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broken were taken prisoners, they took to a pKA 
cd^tate flight, and repaired to Sinftn, #ho'edtorted 
tiiem to reast till the morrow, as Bontedihig would 
probably hippea to occupy the Abrians^' attentiom 
The next day there started forth from the Faeareatn 
B sturdy warrior and an intrepid hero ; he was a 
horaeman of the diroennons of an elephant, or « 
towering palnirtree; he galloped, and charg(«j, and 
chaHen^^ng to the fight, thus exchumed, O bribe of 
Abs, come forth to the spear-thrust and theswOTd* 
blow. By Uie &ith of an Arab ye are the Inug^ 
of the age, the lions of Adnan, the conquerors of the 
brave, and truly ye are just; on this aceonnt the 
God c£ the holy dirine has aided you, and has hudi* 
' Ided your foes to you.' We, moreover, have out* 
raged you, and we have ^pressed you^ mid w« Bad 
BO propriety in our transacUon^ Such iiideed hav% 
beea our proceedings : biit you have dun oiUr 
horsemen ; you have hutled dead our hcftve heroes; 
and all this has fallen lipon us in c(»)sequence<>f6ur 
maaaacre <^ your children, and our perfidious ctm^ 
duct towturds you; and, moreover, out wamOrs 
were taken captives by yoU^ and their outrage has 
been yiated upon them in the result -of their iu^ 
&nous conduct and disgraceful actions. We were 
last nij^t reserved on flight, though we are mixt 
vmnerous than yvn^ and' our means more abundant^ 
but ye am more steady than us in the field of conl!- 
bats and contests. Now, then, all we demand of 
you is justice, and the abandonment of all violenGe 
and outiage, so that when you accomplish your do- 
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tigns upon us, aod possess younelTes of our pro- 
perty and women, our families and our wives may 
BfJt have a word or a syllable to say against you, 
aind no blame or rejHxjach be attached to you. Come 
forth, then, agtunst me, ye that detdre the combat, 
for ye are the chiefe of Adnan, and the warriors of 
Hijoz. Beware of treachery, ye heroes, or the ca.- 
lamities Doctumal and diurnal will overwhelm ye. 
After this harangue (he knight thus continued : 

" Whoso has tried fortune, him its marvels have 
" terrified; into him its misfortunes have fixed their 
" fangs. I truly know that the results of violence 
*' are repentance, and that its consequences wiU re- 
" quite us. There is nothing remaining for us but 
" to drink of the cup of death under the dust-cloud 
" when the whole country is blackened. . Cool then 
*' my Mckness with the spear-thrusl ; rush then 
" upon a brave man, to whom every thing is easy. 
" l^utme has pitched her abode, on him from every 
" direction, though once the revolutions of fortune 
" were his friends. Yejudges, be impartial towards 
" u& for we have a land whose female mourners 
" shriek in terror. Perhaps too the revoluliona of 
" fortune will befriend us with its justice, and will 
" send down its evils upon you. Confide not in 
'* fortune, for the age is fraught with evil; and 
" sorrow, as you see, may inffictits wondrous works 
" on you." 

£ing Cais listened, and was exceedingly astO' 
nished at the mild tone of the warrior : his heart 
juded the tribeof Fazarab, as he recollected the re- 
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lationship and kindred that existed between them. 
By the fiiith of an Arab, said he to those around 
him, wete this knight anxious to make peace with 
us I would be reconciled to them, and forgive the 
blood of the children on account of the tenderness 
of hb expressiong. But it is loo late : so now come 
on. And as to this knight who demands fair play, 
let him have it ; and if any one of ye is able to take 
him prisoner, let him capture him. Upon that, the 
Absian warriors rushed upon him from all quarters, 
and although King Cais called out to them, they 
would not return ; for their ambitious feelings were 
excited against that knight, who, when he saw the 
Absian forces making towards him, smiled conceit- 
edly; and as he joyfully urged on his horse. Eh! 
Ab^iana, he exclaimed, ye have not failed in this in- 
stance of impartiality ; but this is what the strong 
ever do against the weak, and ,as he spoke he bent 
his head over the saddle-bow ; he assaulted the Ab- 
pians, and met them with dreadful sword-blows and 
powerful spear-thrusts. Wreaking his vengeance 
upon them, he cut through them with his sword, 
ajid in less thanan hour he hurled down twenty of 
their most puissant knights. The horsemen still 
assailed him in every direction, and shouted at him ; 
but he was silent and returned no answer, neither 
did he make any address, but he dealt his blows 
right and left, cleaving down the horsemen on the 
field of batde. The tribes stared at him and at the 
plun, in order to distinguish the vanquished from 
the vanquisher, hut of that lion-hero they could only 
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diacefa the sword-blade aa it glittered, and where it 
fell it cleft in twain, till all the warriors fled from 
him, and sought safety in the presence of King Cais, 
who eagerly asked them what that knight had done 
to them. On our lives, O king, they exclaimed, we 
never saw a more valiant fellow than this hero ; he 
has cut down our horsemen with his scimitar, and 
has brought death upon us. Well, said Cus, and 
what is this hero's name ? who is this lion ? O icing, 
we know him not, they replied ; there is not one of 
us that can give any account of him, for never 
did we behold his like amongst all the wamors, or 
bne that could equal him in the field of battle : be 
has already slain twenty horsemen, all lion heroes. 
The heart of Cais was sorely grieved ; and as he 
listened to tJie acclamatjons of the tiibe of Fozarab, 
his rage and anguish were more intolerable ; for he 
felt assured those shouts were the shouts of victiwy. 
His grief and sorrow pressed heavier upon him, and 
he ordered his brothers and the horsemen of his tribe 
to make a united attack, saying, Come on to the 
knight who softened us to pity by his speech, and 
who destroys our horsemen with the edge of his 
soniitar. Upon this, the Absian heroes rushed 
upon him ; -they slackened their reins, and ptnsed 
thor spears ; but they had not a^pproached the Add 
'of contest before the enemy appeared, and the youth 
started forth in their rear, roaring and bellowing 
like thunder in a cloud, and blood was trickling 
-from his sword edge, and death was glaring in hb 
eyes. 
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The honemen shuddered atid shruiUc back, whilst 
the Knight ooutinued to cleave skulls, and to cruBb 
bones, till coming near the banners and Btandardsof 
the King, he roared O by Marah ! O by Marah ! 
Hiul, Ctus, ta thy death &nd destruction ! I am 
Harith, son of Zalim, the slayer of lion-warriors. 
And he rushed at the standard-hearer, and smote him 
OD the head with his sword, and divided him down to 
the ^rdle of his back, and felled him cut in twain. 
He assaulted King Cais, ajid drag^ng him off hi^ 
horse's back, took him prisoner, and delivering him 
oyer to one of his attendant*, he renewed his attack. 

The Fazareaos rushed on to his assistance, thdr 
hearts eocoui'aged by his intrepidity; men met men, 
and heroes met heroes : blood Sowed and streamed ; 
limbs were hewn asunder ; warriors were stretched 
low upon the field of contention ; the well-propor^ 
tioned spears, and the cleaving blades, laboured 
amongst them. Heads flew off; wrists were severed; 
the eagles of death hovered oyer them. The war- 
riors crowded round King Cais and Harith, and 
the market of war continued its traffic. This one 
i£ed, that one escaped ; the scimitars flashed ; the 
spears stung; mails were split; hves were in agony ; 
the ground was drenched in blood; the glories of 
the heroes were exalted ; the flame of war increased, 
and numberless were the sword-blows and the spear- 
thrusts ; the easy became ailduous, and the whole 
scene boiled like the bubbling of a caldron. Eagles 
and vultures hovered over them ; the coward was 
overthrown, and the brave vanquished. Men en- 
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gaged, and the horrors became still more tenifict tiU 
the day departed, and night came on in obacilritjr, 
when the two annieB separating, alighted in a neigh- 
bouring spot. 

The Fazareans canied off King Cais, intending 
to ransom Hadifab with him, and toobtain through 
him security aAer all th«r toTDrs. ' The cause <^ 
this was, that after King Cus had delivered over the 
prisoners to Harith, with an escort of one hundred 
tnen, he (inducted them to the land of the Abuaus, 
where he beheld the carcasses of the dead, and the 
streamiag of blood. The Absians cannot stand out 
long, said he to himself: so he pitched his tents on 
the sand-hills and mounds, and remuned guarding 
the prisoners till the third day, wh^i he went unto 
them, and found them consulting about the-de- 
livoaocc of their persims. O Harith, sud Asvad, 
how trifling is your compliance with the times ; bow 
Mrange is your conduct among the horsemen ! just ' 
as if thou wert only created a rock, cast down on the 
pliun for every one to stumble against thee. What 
can I do ? he replied I I am the horeenuiD of horse- 
men and heroes. O Harith, said Locait, the cause 
of these disasters ima your murder of Numan's sooi 
bnd though you oontiived to escape after all Joat 
dangers, you have pernsted in your obstinacy and 
Tcb^on, and have leconcikd youilself to a life with 
an insignificant, worthless slave ; but if you have 
a nund to rescue Numan's brother and his com- 
panions, and to make your apcdi^es, and demand 
th^ protection, haste then b^ore it is too late, and 
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repent not of vliat is past, only when tmsfortunes 
befal you— so tbat we may engage Nunun^s protec- 
tion for you, and your former tleeds be cancelled by 
your subsequent conduct, and every man alive will 
thank you. But the Ab^ans, said Haiith, it does not 
become me to afflict them — but then Antar! Ah! in- 
deed, against him my heart is ^k with envy: no 
nmn's frame is more disordered than mine; for he is 
Eup^ior in feats of arms and horsemanship ; were it 
not BO, the Arabs would be under my contnd ; and 
had I not been in want of him, I would have mur- 
dered him, and would have captured his couun Ibla. 

Prince Aswad now began to indulge hopes of 
success. What is it you wish ? said he, that we may 
grant it, and engage for its fulfilment P I vish you 
would go with me, sud HaritJi, to the tribe of Fa- 
zarah, and assist me in the destruction of Antar, 
and insure me Numan^s protecti(m. Harith, ex- 
claimed Aswad, who only required his liberty and 
return to Irak, I engage for Antar's death, were he 
encompassed by nfultjtudes. 

- Upon this, Harith released them from bondage, 
and brought them arms and horses, and only wait- 
ing for the darkness of night, they set out for the 
iand of Fazarah ; and as they met the wives, and 
property, and families of the Ab^ans oil the road, 
My opinion, stad Aswad, is, you should drive away 
these baggage-camels, and depart for King Numan 
before the dread Antar pursue us, and return us to 
captivity and infamy. 

So they surrounded the ba^age-camels on all 
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^es, and ordered die people to turn tbem towards 
the land of Irak. Who is it, said Haiith, son <^ 
Zoheir, vho has gent you against us ? Surrender ! 
exclaimed the Brandiaher of Spears, or I wiU make 
thee dwell in thy tomb. We are the hMsemen of 
Aamir, and with us is Haritb, son of Zalim, and 
Prince Aswad, hrother of King Numtm. Thus 
saying, he attacked Harith, son of King Zoheir, and 
took him prisoner : and as the remaining horsemen 
saw death was in him, they wheeled round, and 
Eou^t flight ; but lo ! in front of them were sturdy 
knights ; so they surrendered themselyes to cap~ 
tivity and ch^s; and when morning dawned, the 
hundred horsemen were pinioned. 

Harith looked at Ibla, who was in tears, and cast- 
ing her eyes round right and ieH, and he would have 
spoken to her. O Harith, said Aswad, knowing his 
situation, we cannot let you do such an act as that ; 
it is imposable, till you see Antar dead. And 
Harith soon repented of having rescued tbem, as 
he communed with himself, — If I go to Numan, 
and Mootegeredah should ever'hear that I have re- 
leased her brother's foes, and have captured tbe Ah- 
siau women, never will die permit her husband to 
{pve me any favourable answer ; the best thing I 
can do, wiU be to go with these ordures, that I may 
watch njy o{^rtunity wltb them, and make them 
all drink of the cup of death ; and then seize Ibla, 
and fly with her to some comer ofthe earth. 

The Brandisher of Spears knew what he was 
about. Prince, sud he, turning to Aswad, Harith 
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repeats of having rescued us; it will be aa irell to 
Eemore him from us before evening. You know, O 
Chief of the tribe of Morah, sud Aswod to Harith^ 
that we are now marching to the tribe of Fazarah. 
But I am aware, that Cms and Antar must have 
annihilated them. My advice ia, that you join them 
tiU I send you aid from my brother Numan ; for 1 
cannot permit you to enter Irak, till Ctus be led be- 
£n% you in fetters Mid chains, and the head of Antar 
be on the tallest of spears. 

Harith knew they yfere ajmd of him ; however, 
he had nothing for it but to turn away hia horse's 
head, and seek his tribe and his people. He cod- 
tinued his road till he reached the tribe of Fazarah, 
whom he informed of the Telease of the prisoners, 
and that he had sent the Absian ba^^age-camels to 
Irak ; and I, he added, will consent to assist you. 
Sinan burst into teare in a fit of joy, and felt ocm- . 
vioced that all waa now right. Harith asked about 
Antar; We know nothing of him, said they. 

Harith concealed Himself, till ascertuning that 
Antar was absent, lie discova«d himself, and at- 
tacked the troc^ and dispersed tl|e camp, and took 
King Cais prisoner. Butincoraplianoewith Sinan's 
advice, that he should release Cus, and ranacHq 
Hadifah and Ub btotbo^, he suvm<Hied Cais, and 
made a covenuit with him, to which C^ gave his 
ctmsent, and swore he would release Hadifah and 
his brothers horn bondage. 

They accf^dingly set < him at libAty, and he re- 
turned to the Abnans, who were delighted at his 
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arrivat, and inquired what bad happened to him 
with the FazareuDs. He ordered Hadifah and hit 
hrothcrs into his presence, and he gave them ho« 
norary robes, and released them: returning them 
thrar horses and their arms, be sent them home, 
having first asked them to make peace ; but Hadifah 
refused. When they reached the tribe of Fazarah, 
, their troubles diminished, and their joys increased. 
Sinan and Harith advanced, and saluting them, con- 
ducted them to the tents ; and on that day there was 
no fighting. 

As to the Absians, when King Cais had liberated 
Hadifah and his 'brothers, he assembled his bro- 
ther^ and Rebia, and his tribe, and began to consuk 
with them how he should conduct the war against th« 
Fazareans. My advi.ce, O King, said Rehia, i% 
that we should protract the combat ; perhaps om 
cousin may come to us, he, the reliever of our sor- 
rows— Antar, son of Shedad, and repay thetti {at 
th^ outrages. We must, s^d Cais, make one 
united attack, and perhaps we may punish the ini- 
quity of that Harith, son of Zalim. That's the 
thing, said the Absians. 

' The next day the Fazareans mounted, and sought 
the contest ; the Absians also made an universal a^ 
sault ; Umbswere soon cut off; the polished blades 
and lengthened spears laboured; heroes were laid 
low on the scene of horrors. The affair continued 
in this state till mid-day, the Fazareans being well 
backed agiuost the Ab^ans by the presence of Harith. 
But lo ! a dust arose, and covered the land ; and 
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in an hour there appeared 6ve hundred horsemen i« 
armour, and at their head was a knight like a masB 
<if a mountain, or the declivity of a vast rock ; and 
he shouted out, O by" Abs ! by Adnan 1 Retalia- 
ti<Hi for Malik, Bon of Zoheir ! I am Zayidah, son 
of Museeb : then repeating his shout, he attacked 
the Fazareans. His men followed him to the as- 
sault, and in less than an hoiu- they drove back the 
Fazareans to the tents. 

When Horith saw this, he uncovered his head, 
and attacked till he retrieved the day by his vigorous 
resistance. Thus the combat continued till evening, 
when the two armies separated. The Fazareans 
ali^ted at their tents, and thanked Harith for his 
expltnts: and thus also the Absians alighted at 
their tents, and thanked Zayidsh for his achieve- 
ments. 

. King Cais having asked Zayidah about the cause 
of his coming, O King, said he, I heard what had 
happened to you with the filthy tribe of Fazarab, 
and how they had massacred the children. I could 
not endure such deeds: I thought indeed you would 
have sent to require my assistance ; but as no one 
came to me from you, I mounted with these war- 
riors, and am here to ud you ; and were it not for 
Harith, L would easily defeat the Fazareans. To- 
morrow, however, I will challenge him ; perhaps I 
may kill him,and relieve the Arabsfrom his atrocities, 
gnd his treacheries, 'and malice. On hearing this. 
King Cais reposed quite happy. As to the tribe of 
Fazarab, By the protection of an_ Arab, said Harith, 
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verily that Zayidah is a nobk borsemon, but to; 
morrow I must kill him. 

They reposed that night, revolving under the will 
of the most merciful Grod, whom nothing human can 
change, till the day dawned, when the two parties 
having mounted to the scene of action, lo ! Harith 
started forth, eager for the contest ; and as he gaU 
loped and chatged, he thus redted : 

" I regard no man as a friend, and I make ab- 
*' sence an exchimge for enjoyment. Whenever a 
" friend asks a favour of you, betray him, and re- 
" quite a good action with an evil one, as a foe, and 
*' hurl down every one with the. long spear. Ply 
" the sword amongst all your relations, and slay 
" every one with the polished sabre. Betray your 
** companions and &mily, till you see the dearest 'm 
" infamy. When you want a comrade, associate 
" with a spear, and be not separated from your 
*' bright scimitar. Abuidon your family, forsake 
" friends ; laid low on the back of the earth, let 
" them lie dead. Absians, I will ungly attack 
" you this day with deeds that ages shall record. 
" My sword shall not rest in the darkness of its 
" sheath, and it will not be reconciled to any one 
" instead of me. My sdmitar, and my arms, and 
" my spear, shall tear ye out, root and branch. 
" Think not I r^ard a fiiend that be can please 
** me. I love no friend ; come forth then, and b&- 
" hold the combat of a youth, a vanquisher, who 
" confflders numbers as nought ; see how he will 
" act among ye on the back of his colt that will 
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** tnuople doiro heroes in the day of battle. My 
" heart this day is nek, ease therefore my sickening 
" heart with the contest. I am Haiith, son of 
** Zalim ; my name is famed forperiidy throughout 
" the tribcB." 

The Absians replied to Hsrith'a verses with curses 
and abuse. Zayidah longed to attack him, but one 
of his cousins anticipated hini ; he was a stout horse- 
man, and a noble warrior ; he rushed on Haritb ; 
he stood up on his saddle ; then stretched himself 
out on his Btirrupe, and drove at Harith a fierce 
thrust But as Harith watched the spear aimed 
at his chest, he unsheathed hia sword, and at one 
Uow chpped off its p(»nt. Then he closed on him, 
and perced him with his lance through the chest, 
and forced the barb out quivering through his back ; 
he hurled him down dead, weltering in his blood. 
Again he rushed at the standards of King Ceia, 
shouting, O Ahsians, this is not your custom, thus 
to let others fight for you ; why stand ye still on the 
hacks of your horses P Sally forth, if ye are dearous 
of glory. If you wish to withdraw, 1 will let you, 
cm condition that ye abandon for ever the land of 
Shurebah and Mount Saadi. I will accommodate 
you among my tribe of Marah, and I will intercede 
for you with King Numan, provided you first send 
me your slave Antar bound in ch^ns, that I may 
kill him, and retaliate on him, and deliver him to 
King Numan. On hearing this harangue, King 
Cids was anxious to order his army to attack, but 
Za3ridah would not permit him, for rushing upon 
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Hinill), he thus exclaimed, £b ! how foul ue thy 
qualities 1 Art thou not ashamed barely to men- 
turn nich odioua pr(^>offltions P and thua he goub 
tinued: 

" If tlune eye r^ards iniquity as virtue, by my 
" Ufe, thy blindness has lasted too long. If per^ 
" fidy were to smite thee with the cleaving sword, 
" it woidd see its favourite disgraced. Thou hast 
" gained a name by the murder of Khalid, till thou 
" hast filled the unwatered deaerta with the talk of 
" thy deeds. Thou didst go to him as he slept, 
** and thou didst Ibroe the polished sword agmnst 
** him in the dbscurity of ni^t. But now hul to 
" thee I verily thou shalt taste of prolonged tor- 
" tures from the edge of my Edmitar and the barb 
" of my spear." 

Th^e two intrejnd heroes met like two ferodous 
leopards, and a contest ensued that startled the 
boldest, and amazed the stoutest. They continued 
in this state till mid-day, when they were enveloped 
under the dust Harith de^nsed his antagomat ; 
but perceiving bis uncommon powras, he exerted 
hims^ in the conduit of blows and thrusts, fearfid 
that the tribe of Fazarah should regard him with 
an e3re of inferiority. So he assaulted Zayidah like 
an enraged lion, and smote him' on the head, split- 
ting his casque and his chainB ; the sword continued 
' to work through him till it issued between his 
tlughs, and he fell dead, cut in two. The Faz». 
reans sent forth shouts of exultation, when lo I a 
knight advanced towards King Cais: he was close 
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yizored : Dost thou not knov who I am P said be. 
No, young man, stud Ctus. I am Cbsoorah, Ha> 
rith's brother, Baid he, who has outraged you aft^ 
all your kindness. I am resolved to go out against 
him myself, and, perhaps, I may relieve the Arabs 
froni his iniquities ; for greatly has he dishonoured 
our kindred by his acts. I wish therefore to try 
myself in the combat with him, and whet]>er I am 
victorious over him, or he kill me, I shall be eased 
d his perfidy. King Cfus was exceedingly asto- 
nished. These two are brothers by die same fath^ 
and mother, said he to his chiefs ; hut what a dif- 
ference is there between them in courtesy and go- 
nerodty I Thus started forth Cosoorah against his 
tnother. Eh ! thou faithless villain t he exclaimed, 
what means this depravity ? this outrage agunst the 
warriors? hast lost ^y senses? or is it thy folly 
that goads thee on ? Thou bastard ! cried Haritb, 
reo^niung lum, and he was immediately inflamed 
with intense wrath and indignation, I seat ofler 
thee to come and asdst me, but thou wert gone to 
the Abaans, and fearest not my power : now thou 
art come even to fight me. And as he spoke, he 
ass^ed his brother with the utmost fury ; but C6- 
soorah met him like a sparkling fire. (The Arabe, 
-in those days of ignorance, used to call Harith the 
Violator, and Cosoorah the Intrepid), ^nd they 
continued the spear-thrust and sword-blow till every 
eyeball was tokened. They continued in this ^te 
till evening came on, when Harith deasted from 
the engagement, saying. Return to thy comrades 
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far this nigfat ; had I wished thy death, I would 
have slaJD thee at the very first By the futh of a 
nohle Arab, wad Cosoorah, thou hast no escape but 
by flight ; if thou retirest from before me, I vill 
pursue thee to the tribe of Faxarah, and will bring 
defeat down upon thee ; for I only came to iigfat 
thee, because -thou hast glutted the universe with 
the scandal thou hast brought ou the Arabs. Oa 
hearing this, the light became dark in the eyes of 
Harith. He rushed at him, and smote him with 
Zoolhyyat on the bead, and divided him down to the 
bdt of bis back, and he hurled him over cut ia 
twain. Confounded at Harith's deed, the two 
annies shuddered at the hardness of his heart agtunst 
bis brother, the son of his father and mother. As 
to King Cus, he vanished from existence at the 
horrm- of this catastrophe. He remained that ni^t 
in the greatest distress at h^Dg thus abandoned by 
Harith, for he could not imagine what would hap- 
.peu, or how it would all end. As to Harith, when 
he had slain his brother Cosoorah, he retired to the 
tribe of Fazarah, where Hadi&h and iSinan met 
lum, and thanked him for his achievements, and tot 
the murder of his brother. 

At the dawn of day the two armies prepared to 
engage, w;hen lo I Harith started forth gdloping and 
charing, and challenging to the ooatest. Come forth, 
ye Absians, he cried, agtunst the grasper of livesl him 
who converts joy into sorrow — him who regards no 
CQgagemeat — bimwbo acknowledges no brother — no 
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couan. -■ dig Cab would hare (Mdered iJie trotqw 
to a general assault, but the Chirf Shedad started 
out againft Hatith, who encountered hiiq, and com* 
nunced the blow, and the draughts of insttutt death : 
he bad even vounded him ; but just as he was about 
to doee upon him, Ip ! a dust arose, and as it cleared 
away, there appeued the bridegroom of war and 
battle — the destroys of sturdy warriors — the aar- 
peot of the bowels of the desert — the instructor of 
heroes in battle— he, in whom the world ^ries— 
the Chief Antar, son of the Chief Shedad, and his 
compemons were like devouring lions ; and as thfe 
Abiaaas behdd Antar advance, they set up the 
shout of joy, Oh what a ^orious mom ! King Cais 
kissed him between the eyes, and told him what 
Harith had done, how he had shun his brother, 
and wounded Shedad. And to his inquiries of 
Antar about what had h^>pened with Aswad and 
ih&i wives ai)d property, King, said Antar, I 
have rescued our prisoners and our heroes, and I 
have returned Aswad to bondage and captivity, and 
we have not lost a single article, not even the value 
of a halter. The cause of this was, that Antar with 
ten warriors and Shiboob followed Aswad's tracks 
-and when their eyes met, Antar roared in a vtnoe 
that made the mountains and the whole country 
resound. Ignoble dastards! I am Antar, son of 
Shedad : let go those women and children. No 
sooner ^A Aswad and his companions hear the 
voice <^ Antar, the lion-knight, than they were 
stupefied and confounded ; their bodies were struck 
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widi horror; their ooii)plexion8diaiiged.Comet)a, 
criedAflwadtoLoctutandtheBnmdHherofSpe&TB; 
on to tihe sturdy slave, for be has oidy a nn^ foitj 
of cowards Vrith , him. Comfort your heart and 
brighten your eye, cried they all ; soon will we show 
you a day of horrors. But our opinion is, you 
should station a party of us over the prisoners, that 
our hearts may not be occupied in the hour of 
battle. This b^ng done, the Brandiaher of Spears 
and Locait with thor warriors returned to engage 
Antar, who reo^ved them as the parched earth the 
first of the rain : he yelled in thedr h<xse8' foceoy 
and thus drove them on thor (launclies, and made 
them hurl their riders cff their backs. As soon as 
the women heard the voice of Antar, th^ pain and 
sorrow vanished; joy and gladness visited then. 
Shiboob sought the post of the prisoners ; he met 
the haoes that were stationed over them sitting sdll, 
and contemplating the battle. He rushed towards 

- Hand], son of Zobesr, in the rear of the guaid^ 
who were losurely enjoying the spectacle cf the 
combat : he relrased him fmm bondage, and, in less 
than an hour, they had tdeased one another : then 
mounting the horses to which they hod befwe been 
bound, they made an assault to asast Antar, £&■ 
claiming as in one voice, O by Abs ( hy Adnan ( 
At this diDut \m powers expcutded; but Aswad 
sering the prisoners rescued, was alarmed. He 
wmild hare fled, but Shiboob perc^ved him. ' Fol* 

- hnr me, O I^nce, be cried out to Harith, son of 
Zobeir. But the warriors of Aamir ai^ Dorem, 
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irfaen Uiey.saw Aswad fly, gave thdr bridlea to thdr 
Meeds. ADtar pursued tfae^ mth the AhsiaDS, 
ull Uiey drove them, out of that couotry, having 
first taken ten prisoners, and slam twenty heroes; 
the reminder bent their fu^liTe-courBe towards the 
'Wastes and the wilds. 

Antar and his comrades were Fetuming, when 
lo ! Shiboob and Harith, son of Zoh^, advanced 
iritb Prince Aswad their pisoner, whom they drug- 
ged along as they would a' cainel. Eh ! O Ebe 
liah, sud Antar, how didst capture Adwad P Know, 
my brother, replied Shiboob, when he beheld you, 
and how yon slaughtered his men, he fled; but I 
pursued him till I overtook him ; I smote his horse, 
and wounded him in the pasterns. Aswad fdl off; 
I jumped on his breast ; he resisted ; I drew Jorth 
my dagger, and he cried, Quarter, O Shiboob I and 
surrendered himself to me. I pinioned him well, 
arms and shoulders. Antar congratulated them on 
their safety, And mshing the women joy on th^r ' 
security, he stationed a guard over Aswad and his 
comrades. Antar, sud Aswad, what advantage 
b there in keeping me in captivity ? Let me go 
this once, and accept me as your friend and compa- 
nion in every strmt and difficulty. Eh ! and why 
should I let thee go P s^d Antar ; just to assemble 
against me all thy host and tribes, and come and 
engage me a second timeP Who, sud Aswad, can 
ever dare to fight thee again, or ever come near 
thee in the combat P Never will I approach the 
q>ot where thou axt Know too, Abool&waris, 
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itiat Harith is gone to fight on the side of the Fa> 
zaceaos. Upon tbis the heart of Antar was alarpied 
for the Absians, till day dawning, he mounted widi 
his brave companions, and they travellAl over the 
yraat& and the sandhills till they reached home, 
where they reposed in the tents one night, and 
Juving placed Ibla and the other women in security, 
Antar again mounted j and as he passed over the 
desects and the wastes, he recollected all the wars 
,be had been engaged in, and thus recited : 

" I bade adieu to her whose absence has depomted 
" in me a flame whose smallest work is its bhmng. 
" I have quitted her, but. my heart is'with her, and 
" I have preserved my covenants and cdpulationp 
** with her. Ibia, were alienee a substance, tbo^ 
." wouldst see what burthens I have borne. As tp 
" the calamities of fortune, were they sdmitars, th^ 
" flash should not terrify me. O lUa, how oft the 
" raven of the desert croaks in love, and truly its 
" croaking ^ves me ease. I was bom for the tumul- 
. "tuouswarof vengeance, whenthebri^tforeheads 
" of the high mettled steeds. rush impetuously to 
" the contest, and the brilliancy c^ the Btmosphere 
" b blackened with th^ dust, and the lustre of the 
" sun's rays vanish, and the thuisU clash with the 
" barbsofthe spears, whose lacerating gores wrench 
" out the folds of the entrails. Never have I been ■ 
" present la the battle, on the day of horrors, but 
*' that I have made the whole country flow in blood. 
** The horsemen look at me, in the day of the battl^ 
" with eyes, whose balls are fixed on high. They 
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^* avoid me, and their fears tell them that the. ifaeMli 
" of my Bword is thar necks. They abuse my 
" complexion for its swarthiness, day and night ; 
" their hypocnsy is the least evil they speak. I have 
" a sword, were it brandished in Hajir, even Irak 
" would sparkle with its lightning.^ 

As Antar repeated his verses, his companioiu 
w»« ' much delighted at bis expressiDns, and his 
compliance with the times. They hastened forward 
' till they came up to the Abaians. • King Cois 
had not finished speaking of Horith, son cf Za- 
lim, when Shedajd, Antar's father, returned fivoa 
his engagement with Haiith ; he was wounded, and 
' his shoulder was raw with blood. Antar, as he . 
viewed his &ther, wounded, and in that plight, hod 
not the command of his senses. He rushed against 
Harith, who, observing the conftision, was still waver- 
ing between truth and doubt, uncertain what to 
tlunk, till Antar hitnself stood before him, in the 
plain of battle ; and as he looked at him, his limbs 
shook as with an ague: he was stupefied— he was 
aghast. Eh ! thou ordure-bom, cried Antar, how 
speedily thou hast forgotten favours ! how quickly 
hast thou betrayed thy friends ! verily, thou hast 
no honour, no word to be believed. By the faith 
of an Arab, I must slay thee, and thus Antar r& 
cited: 

" Congratulate thyself, O Harith, that thou hast 
" fallen on a hero, accustomed to plunge into dark- 
'* ness, ever amongst wiurior princes. Thou shalt 
" see in me this day a honJiero, that deals the Uow 
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"of tombs; the battle -is veiled — the contest is,' 
" darkened, but retreat not, that my soul^s anguish 
" may be extingiushed. How many hon-heroet 
" have I slain with my sword, and how many gores 
" have I driven with, my spear ! Never has the 
" flourish of the spear-barb glitt^^ in the morn, 
" but I was the first among the troops. I launch 
" into the hottest of the tight, and the dust is its 
** pavilion &r extended over the pluns. Death, in 
" the day of contention, serves my arm, and my 
" sword hews away the j<nnts. Fiends dread my 
" power and my assault. Man, too, has felt my 
f* virtue. I am fiite amongst the foe — I am the 
" calamity — I am the establisher of woe amongst 
" the tribes. My star is above the minutest stare in 
" the constellation of the Great Bear ; and as to my 
" ambition, kings talk of it in their assemblies. My 
'* chest is broad, and my spear is a tearer, and my 
" vehemence is acknowledged in every army." 

Now Harith hung down bis bead towards the 
ground in fear of Antar. He meditated a while, 
and was confounded ; agmn he had recourse to luB 
artifices and stratagems. Wfilccme, welcome, O 
Abooliawaris, he cried, thoutnnamentofasBembliesI 
thou lion of the land 1 thou sublime in glory ! thou 
pardoner of sinners I thou defender of children and 
women I - Abot^waris,, verily I have nnned 
agmnst thee, and what thou hast scud of me was 
juslifiaUe, for thou bast reduced me to that stat^ 
that I can no more raise up my head among the 
warriors. Indeed, I repent of my conduct towards 
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thee, in the deepest Duuioert but thou art ac- 
quainted with my Btoiy, and what has happened to 
me. I perceived my chance of success with Numan 
was weakened, and my apprehensions were real- 
ized. So I set at liberty A swad and his horsemen^ 
thinking that thy matters would be easily arranged 
with Numan.. But the reverse is the event; for 
they still demand me, and had I not fled, they 
would have put me to death. But now that is all 
over ; and I have no apcJogy thou canst accept ; I 
muBt exert myself in the contest with thee; but 
afWwards I will dismount from my horse, and cast 
myself under the hoofs of thy horse, Al^er, and will 
humbly ask thy for^veness. Canst thou then pardon 
me this once ? And if I ever again betray thee, may 
the mother of Harith he no more a free-born woman. 
May God curse thee, Harith, s^d Antar, above alt 
mankind, and all that put their trust in thee or 
believe thee ! But if I could suppose that for- 
giveness could purify thee, I would pardon thee. 
champion of the Absians, cried Haiith, thou 
knowest my sword Zoolhyyat is my greatest joy, and 
dearer to me than the life, that animates my body 
^take it and for^ve me, and he actually sheathed 
his swrad and delivered it to Antar. Antar was 
amazed at his words, and astonished at his actions ; 
for the surrender of arms prohibited all contest, and 
he dared not raise his hand agunst him. Harith, 
said he, restoring bis sword, I cannot from my heart 
confide in thee, and from me towards thee there 
ca» be no security or protectbn, but through King 
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Cdis. And I know there is too much i«s«itQ)ent in 
his heart agtunst thee, for me to be reepon^ble for 
him, and to, engage his protection for thee. Yet 
march on before me, that I may intercede with Mm. 
So Haiith went on before him, and whilst the two 
parties were amazed at seeing him (for they knew 
not what bad happened), Hadifah began to quiz 
Harith. Eh I Harith, he cned, bast thou then 
returned to 6gbt fortius bastard slave P Woe! woe! 
O Ahoolfawaris, cried Haiith, turmng round (for 
bis back was towards Antar), scandal to the Arabs 
that they should thus speak of thee, and call thee 
bastard, and the least of thy acts towards me is this 
thy act, and this thy beneficence. Never will I re- 
turn to the presence of King Cius till I have white- 
washed, my face with him, either by the death of 
Hadifah or his captivity. And he drew forth Us 
sword, quicker than the lightning's flash, and struck 
Antar a fuU blow on the head, and he attempted to 
kill him in the presence of the assembled nations. 
On Antsr's head was one of the Chosrowean helmets, 
on which he always depended ; but Harith's sword 
split it, cut the lining and wadding, and fell 
upon hb head, making a gash on his forehead^ and 
causing the blood to flow over his bearf. Afr^d, 
lest he should repeat the blow and destroy him, 
Antar exhibit^ the utmost steadiness. He shouted 
out to Harith with th^roar of a lion, and directing 
tuB spear against him, resolved to perce him ; but 
Harith fled from before him, and sought' the tnbe 
oi Fazarah. The day now dis^jpearing, Antai' 
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retired. The Abmans met him on horseback, and 
stanching the blood, bound up his wound. King 
Cais and his brother also hastened up and inquired 
hov he was. Antor .told them the whole circum- 
stance, and rep^red to his fathn's tents, bellowing 
in the excess of his fury and rancour. He reposed 
that night, but was all anxiety for the dawn of day, 
that he might sally forth to the batde, and relieve 
his heart in .the blows of the scimitar. As to the 
tribe of Fazarah, they reposed in a state of most 
perfect happness. Hadifah went to meet Harith, 
and theuiked him for what he had dcme, saying. 
Truly thou hast eased my sorrows, and hast done 
& deed ^all be recorded from generation to g«iera> 
tioD ; and hadst thou but sltuu that dsemon, thon 
wouldst hare been the paragon of the age '. Ebe 
Hijar, said Harith, this hero cannot be numbered 
amongst the waniors thou hast ever known. Speak 
not much to me on this subject, for I am well aware 
of Antar's style of fighting, and I only dealt bim 
the blow of one already terrified. I had deceived 
him, but my heart did not feel secure in him, bo I 
resolved to exert my power over him, before he 
should exert bis power over me, and I have wounded 
him. He has courted the combat, and in every re- 
spect he is a true hero. They continued thus till 
the laughing mom approached, when the warriors 
drew their swords, and exteitded their spears.^ The 
flrst who started forth to the fidd was the knight of 
ihe predptate attack — the serpent of the bowels of 
the desert — ^the ruser of the lofty column — the noble 
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Piince Antar, son of Shedad. He sou^t the crai- 
test, catUng out for Haiith, fais heart fiill tf reseot^ 
mcnt ; and when the Fazareans saw him, and beard 
his harangue, they irere bewildered and amazed, 
Hadifah inquired for Harith, hut they could not 
find- him, and it was Bud that he bad Hed, taking 
with him ten of the moat intrepid horsemen. Now 
Harith, in fact, was aware that Antar would not care 
for his wound, but would come forth in the morning 
to challenge him, when he would be under the 
necessity of fighting him ; therefore, only wuting 
till the darkness thickened, and the eyes of mortals 
were asleep, he took with him ten horsemen, and 
carried off a good string of camels, belonging to the 
tribe of Fazarah, and sought the land of Mecca. 
Hadifah was greatly troubled. May God 'curse 
Harith, Eton of Zalim, and afibrd him no security on 
the road, said he ; for he has not regarded the rights 
of his friend. Antar'a rancour was at its bright 
He ass^ed the Fazareans, and rushed upon them— 
he laid low the horsemen — he destroyed the brave 
— and he cut his way through the heroes; and when 
the Abuans saw his attack, they prepared to asust 
him ; * but C^s prevented them, saying. Let us 
abst^n from the combat, that we may ascertain what 
is become of Harith; perhaps he may be concealed. 
So he sent word to Antar, and told him of the state 
of things. Antar bore the battle alone tiQ eveiung, 
wlien he retired. The tribe of Fozarah was in tlie 
greatest consternation ; all their fortitude was stag;. 
gered — thrir heads hung down, and they passed 
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tfiat night in fears, forming various cot^ectiires. 
The next day, tbey ag^D mounted for the ccmibat, 
and long lasted the thrust with the tall spears, and 
the blow with the poUshed sdmitara. Antar and 
the horsemen set fire to the hearts of the tribe of 
Fazarah — they drove them to their tents. The 
parties continued in this state for three days ; oh the 
fourth, the horsemen allied to Hadifah separated, 
and Bou^t thtar own country, frightened at Antar 
and his assaults. Thus the tribe of Fazarah being 
disgraced, depended on the heights of the mountains^ 
The Ab^ans s^zed their dwellings, and took up 
their abode there, surrounding the Fazareans on all 
quarters, and cutting off every communication ; for 
Antar vowed, that he would not leave of the tribe 
of Fazarah one to speak or one to bear. This state 
of things continued ten days; they were in the 
greatest difficulties, and every friend and comrade 
had abandoned them. They lighted fires by mght 
on the mountain tops, and fortified themselves 
amongst the sandhills. By day, Hadifah descended 
on foot with his broths, possessing themselves of 
the ways and defiles, and defending their families 
with their scimitars and glittering swords, but feeling 
certmn of overwhelming calamities. On the eleventh 
day, Hadifah assembled them. O my cousins, said ' 
he, loww that Antar will not quit us, and will not 
leave a remnant of ua alive; so fight the foe — expose 
your lives — ^pierce them wiih the spears, and dearly 
sell your e^dstence. Thus he continued to encourage 
them with harangues, till they disregarded lif& 
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Armour felt light ; they mounted thar generous 
steeds, and snatching up their tall spears, they pre- 
cipitated themselves from the mount^n-tops. But 
the women began to weep and lament, and a crowd 
of nobte slaves followed them. The J^bsians were 
eager for the contest, and Antar hastened to the 
scene of spear-thrusts and sword-blows ; but Ceus, • 
observing the desperate fury of the Fazareans, said 
to Antar and the Absians, my cousins, by the 
Ood ofheaven, attend tome, retire to some distance 
from them; thus urged on by their own virulence, 
they will soon be mixed with ua in the desert, then 
let us turn upon them and plunder their lives. And 
he wheeled away his horse, and Antar followed him. 
The .others, seeing the banners move away, also 
turned tlieir horses heads and retired. The Faza- 
rcans were greatly delighted ; their eagerness wax 
exdted — they raised their shouts, and galloped for 
word to capture die Ab^ans. The dust arose — the 
sun was veiled; and Hadifah cried out, O niy 
coudns, ply the sword on the foe ; let not one survive ! 
King Ceus and Antar exulted, and wheeled all at 
ODce, followed by the noble horsemen; and the 
spear-thrust commenced after. this short suspen^on. 
The heroes clashed against each other — exertion was 
universal -^^rtifice availed not — conversation was at ' 
an end — horses trampled over the pl^n — hands, 
right and lef^ were palsied — valHes were not di^ 
tinguished from mountmns. The dust arose like 
night, and war was in all its terrors. The brave 
exulted on their saddles, and persisted — thti coward. 
VOL. IV. X 
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fiJt assured of death anddespur — ^blbod flowed and 
Btreaffled — the hearts of the hrsvest fuled— the 
battle continued to rage tjU the Almighty permitted 
the day to depart ; the vaniors were laid low upon 
the sands, and gray were the locks of infants on 
that day. But G>od prospered the Absians, and 
nothing appeared sweeter to them than death, and 
the approach of fate. Tliis was their conditioD, 
vhen lo t a dust drew nigh, and it moved along like 
a cloud that equalized the hills and the rallies. The 
armsofboth parties instandy relinquished the blow 
and thrust, for they thought it was the dust of Ha- 
rith returning, and with him a parly of villains. In 
an hour, the dust cleared away, and there appeared ' 
a tribe of Hijaz, and some horsemen of Mecca, in 
Yemen cloaks, and turhans of Kufian silk, all ^rded 
with strught spears, and scimitars of India ; and 
their countenances were like the sparkling constella- 
tions : round them were slaves with Yemen javelins, 
all like lions, add clothed in panther skins; and 
when they advanced out of the dust, they moved 
gently between the two ranks and eiLclaimed, by 
the Arabs! sheathe your swords, from striking 
bodies and skulls. Ye have agitated the chiefs of 
the sacred shrine: this is the Lord t^ the Holy 
Walt and Zemzem, the obeyed monarch, Abdul- 
motalleb, of the tribe of Hashem. Withdraw from 
the contest ; hear what he says, and presume not to 
oppose his word. - At hearing this, the two parUea 
separated. 

King Cut came forward, and saluting hitn, kissed 
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bis band. He attended him, and followed him tjH 
they reached the land of Shurebah, where the horse- 
men alighted at their tenta, and the people were 
united to their wives. King Caia ordered sheep to 
be slaughtered, and a feast to be |»%pated, whilst 
Abdulmotalleb began to describe to them the pecu- 
liarities of Mecca, and the holy shrine, the virtue of 
Zenzem and the temple, and the appeannce of our 
Ixrd Mohammed, the lamp of darkness. (May the 
peace of God be on him and his noble associates a* 
long as the ringdove moons and the pigeon ^ngs j) 
He informed him of his existence and appearance, 
and excited their wishes to live long, that they might 
perb^)s comprehend him, and be guided by his 
light ; and there was not one but anxiously longed 
to survive till his time that he might behold bim, 
and might fight for faim. 

When the feasts of the tribes of Fazarah and Abs 
were over,' Hadifah requested Aswad's liberty of 
King Cus, who assenting, asked the opiniini of Ab- 
dulmotalleb on that point. It would be right, said 
he, to loosen bis bonds. Summon him here, that I 
may make peace between you, and I will invite bim 
to repur to King Numan, for he b the king of the 
age over every prince, and he commands all the 
Arabs ; and by Uie truth of the God of old, no one 
is made a monarch or sultan but Uiat there is im- 
parted to him some secret knowledge to wliidi a 
common man is not admitted; and were it not a 
favour irom the God of heaven and earth, the post 
of honour of one would not be raised above another, 
x2 
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for we are ajl of the race of Adam and Eve. King 
Cais conformed with the orders of Abdulmotallebj 
and sent some of his chief attendants to Aawad to 
release him from bondage. He invested him with 
a magnificent robe, and paid him every honour and 
respect, and be^ed his pardon for all that had 
passed. Abdulmotalleb took him by his side, and 
presented him some victuals. He ate till he was sa- 
tisfied, and conversed; and in Abdul motalleb's last 
words to Aswad he concluded by saying. Know, O 
prince, that God did not create men useless and 
helpless, and it is incumbent on his slaves to defend 
themselves against violence and oppression. Your 
brother is now King of the Arabs and Irak. Every 
thing is easy to him, because he has the language 
and the sword of a king ; but it is his duty to settle 
the disputes. of his people, and the Arabs, and the 
tribes, and not to act like' a foolish man, for God 
will make him responsible for his tyranny. Thon 
hast seen how he has sent thee with armies and 
troops, but they have all been dispersed. All ibis 
is by the command of God, far and near. It is now 
deemed meet that thou shouldst return to thy bro- 
ther Numan, and prohibit him from acts of outrage 
and hostility; advise him not to cut asunder the 
connexion between him and the tribe of Abs, and 
let him not act in a manner to incur the reproaches 
of kings and of the Arabs. It is ever particularly 
praiseworthy to respect kindred and relationship. . 
O chief, said Prince Aswad, all these events were 
owing to Harith ; but now that business is ter- 



Ciqlllodt^GoOglC 



PBACU ■KTWBKN AB* AND rAIAKAH. 309 

minated, and Harith has departed out of this land, 
I will request mj brother to withdraw his aggres- 
uons from this tiibe, and I will fill his ears with 
reproof and reproach. 

Thus ended the day in feasts and merriment. 
The next day Abdulmotalleb took his departure, 
saying to King Cais, Every one must be aware that 
the horses of death are piirsuing him, and that he 13 , 
a captive in the grasp of fate and destiny; let him 
therefore content himself with a little in, this world. 
Thus saying, he departed, accompanied with the 
chiefs of Abs and Fazarah, in order to bid him fare- 
well. Aswad rode out also till mid-day, when he 
departed on his return to Irak. Abdulmotalleb 
halted in that country, and having made peace be- 
tween the Absians and Fazareans, taking their 
bonds and covenants for the preservation of tran- 
quillity, to which the Sheikhs of the two tribes were 
witnesses, he travelled over the wilds and the wastes. 
King Cais and Hadifah, with their companions, re^ 
turned to their respective lands ; but heart burnings 
atid deep recollections still temaiaed. 
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As to Harith, When he fled from the tribe of Fa- 
zarab, he could find no asylum but at Mecca, for 
there every wanderer was Eecure. There he re- 
mained, and connected himself with his grandfather, 
who was called Har^, aoa of Luvee. Now one 
day when Antar was sitting alone in his tent, there 
came to him a man from Mecca, one o£ the hermits 
of the tribe of Ats that seldom quitted the sacred 
shrine. Antar inquired of Harith.' I saw him, s^d 
be, in the sacred place establi^ed, eating and drink- 
ing, enjoying the property he had plundered ; but 
in his heart there is a flame blazing against you. I 
beheld in him what I never beheld in any human 
being. What hast thou seen in him ? said Atitar. 
My cousn, Bud he, Harith was one day . walking 
round the sacred shrine, his sword slung over his 
shoulders, when a man called Amroo, son of Atna- 
bah, the Yathrabite, stared at him. He inquired who 
he wasp they told him it was Harith, son of Zalim. 
How ! this must be the mail, said the Yathrabite, 
who slew Khalid, son of Giafer, when he was asleep ; 
and is hia murderer now idive ? Arab, cried Hiu 
rith, overhearing him, bow art thou called among 
horsemen P I am called Amroo, son of Atnabah. 
Yalhrab is my place of abode and birth, Btud he. 
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What mean you by your question P You hftve 
abused me, sud Harith, for murdeiing Khalid in 
hb sleep ; perhaps I may meet jou vhen you are 
awake. Again the Yatbrabite began to satirize 
Haritb in the following manner : 

" O my friends, soothe me with pleaBures, and 
" make me drink <^ the wine of enjoyment Let 
" me bear tbe damsels strike tbe cymbals at the 
" time of joy and relaxation, wben every new moon 
'* sparkles before me, and every true lover passes 
*' tbe evening with his mistress. I belong to a noble 
" tribe, but that is not my boast; their parentago 
** is known by the purity of their faith. My kindred 
" is a branch of the race of Adnan, brilliant and 
" resplendent with virtues. X am a knight, whom 
" the sword and lance obey when the spears are in^ 
" terwoven. Afy companion and my aid in cala- 
*' mities is my sword, whose edge I adore. Telt 
" Harith, son of Zalim, that I have spoken of him . 
" the words of a txne reporter, and that no one but 
*' a coward kills a man asleep, and no one but a 
*' hero can kill a man when awake." 

When Amroo, son of Atnabah, had Unisbed hts 
verses, he set out on his return to Medina Yathrab, 
his heart boiling against Harith, for he dared not 
lay his hand upon Mm In the sacred shrine. Ha> 
nth, learning from bia spies and onissaries that 
Amroo had quitted Mecca on his way to Medina, 
followed him till Amroo entered his own dwelhng: 
Waiting till night, he repaired to his house, and 
knocked at lus door. Who art thou .* said Amroo. 
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A suppliant for protectirti, said Haritb. I will 
protect thee, said Amroo, by the faith of an Arab; 
were even Harith, son of Zalim, thy foe. If thou 
Ttlt aid me, added Haiith, come not forth but 
merged in atinour. Upon that, Amroo put on his 
arms, and plunged himself into his coat of m^I ; but 
his wife hung about him, saying, I smeU blood in 
the voice of this caller^ but he tore himself away 
from her, and paid no attention to her words. He 
went forth to the suppliant, and followed him ; and 
when they had passed the palm-trees of Yathrab, 
Amroo, cried Harith, turning round upon him, I 
am Harith, of whom you said he could only murder 
the sleeping. Thou art prepared, awake, clad in 
thy armour, and mounted on thy horse ; now be on 
thy guard. Amroo was astonished, but resolved to 
fight him; he brandished his spear, and roared 
and bellowed. Son of Zalim, verily thou hast acted 
fairly, he cried, as h& rushed at him. Harith met 
him, and the two engaged under the veil of obscurity, 
and continued to combat till the greatest part of the 
night was passed. Bang now tired and exhausted, 
each stood apart from his antagonist ; but Harith 
bad agiun recourse to his artifices and perfidy: 
What say you, siud he to Amroo, to cancelling the 
contract and abandoning the. contest ? Sheath thy 
sword, that I may also ^eath mine. I heard your . 
verses concerning me at Mecca, where you abused 
me for my condiict; they surprised me. I am de- 
sirous therefore to reply to them. Amroo dieathed 
his sword, and leaned against his spear, saying 
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Well then, O Haiith, let me hear what you have on 
your mind. And Harith thus recited : 

" Supply me, dearest friends, with pleasures, be- 
" fore my situation becomes too severe, Let not 
" the railers glut themselves upon me, or see me a 
*' prey to sorrow. I care not when I wake oa 
" Tuesday whether they call me upright or a pro- 
" SigaXe. Ever let me replenish ,the ewers with 
" excellent wine morning aiid evening. Moreover, 
" never have I betrayed my engagement to God in 
*' my life ; but a story from my enemies has reached 
" me that would make the heart forget the cruellest 
" disease, that no one but a coward slays a man 
" asleep, and no one slays one awake but a hera 
" So I have traversed the deserts on my black steed, 
" resembling th^obscurity of night, anxious to en- 
** gage in combat with the youtli of Yathrab, that 
*' virtue may not appear like vice. I visited him 
'* when darkness had spread out its foot: he was 
" like a full moon in the cup of the Pleiades. I 
" challenged, and swift as a lion he welcomed me as 
** soon as he saw me. I challenged him, and I be- 
" held a hero mighty in the contest ; a knight, at 
<* whom knights mi^t quake with horror when' he 
''shakes swords or Scmherian spears." 

Amroo dismounted &om his horse, and hastened 
in the fullest security of mind to embrace him, and 
to adjure him to enter Medina Yathrab with him. 
' But Harith, as he saw Amroo ap|ffoBching him, ex- 
tended his arm, and opened wide his elbow, and 
stretching forth his spear more n^d tlian li^tning^ 
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he piereecl Amroo through tbe chest, and drove it 
gparkling through his back, and hurled him down 
dead. He ran at him ; he carried sway his faorse^ 
and spoiling him of his arms, abandoned him cast 
down on the desert. 

When Antar heard this account of Harith, the 
fire was kindled in his heart, and he placed spies and 
scouts over him. But Harith, after he had slain 
Amroo, and left him on the waste, returned to 
Mecca, and sold Amroo's arms and horse in his 
fears. Baying to himself, There is nothing now to be 
<loQe but to go to Aswad, and reqiiest of him to 
make peace between me and his brother King Nu~ 
man, and to secure his protection for me. He let 
out in the night, and travelled on till he reached 
Hirah, where he saw mulutudes and armies like the 
rolling ocean. 

Now Prince Aswad, tm bring released by Abdul- 
motalleb, repaired to his brother, to whom he re- 
lated what had happened to him with the Absians 
and Antar, and the arrival of Abdulmotalleb, who 
had adjusted the disputes between the tribes of Abs 
and Fazarah. O my brother, he added, he is a wise 
man, between whom and the Absians there is no al- 
tercation, as long as Antar the violent death is 
among them, for he fears not whole hosts, and no 
|»wet akmis him. As soon as he encountered us, 
he only made one dash at us ; he defeated us ; he 
made his way right through us; and there was not 
oae of us left in his senses. If matters are as you, 
iqy tmither, represent them,' said Numan» conuder 
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what must be dooe. By the tuA of an Arab, added 

he, I am aware of, and I have proved Antar's su- 
perior intrepidity, and bo has erery army you hare 
sent against him and the Ab^fiB ; for there was no 
warrior that engaged him, the lord of battles, but, 
he discomfited him were he even attacked tea times 
over. Verily, I have beheld in Antar what I never 
saw in any mortal man before. If matters stand 
thus, continued Numan, where shall we meet a war- 
rW that can cope with Antar in the field* and nuke 
him drink of the cup of death ? my brother, re- 
Tphed Aswad, if you are desirous of Antar's death, 
there is no one but Harith, son of Zahm ; for he 
nears him in courage and resolution, and general 
excellence, and in fraud and deceit he is the most 
nibde of men. As to Harith, said Numan, who 
knows where he is that we may send for him, and 
ofier him wealth and property? I will bring him to 
you, said Aswad. - Equip an army for him against 
the Absians, and see what he will do ; imd every 
one he may slay of them it will -be so much gained 
fm- you. Do whatever you please, my brother, said 
Numan. 

Aswad returned home, and found Harith in his 
house, who sprang up towards him, and kissed his 
hands. The prince, much pleased, and feeling as- 
sured that Antar would at any rate be slain this . 
time, received him with every attmtion and kind- 
ness, and told him what had passed with his brother. 
£«rly next day Numan's messenger entered to 
onltr Prince Aswad into lus presence. Betum, uid 
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he, to my brother, aad tell him I have a guest, and 
. he is afraid of him. 

The messenger returned and told him, and Nu> 
nftn gave him a m^tle of secunty, with which tha 
messenger went back to the prince, saying, Your 
brother sends his compliments, and says, Bring md 
your guest ; and if it be even Harith, son of Zalim, 
this is B mantle of security. Upon this, Harith 
started up together with the prince, and proceeded 
to the presence of Numan, where they saw A nu- 
merous assemblage of chiefs, and horsemen, and 
warriors ; and when Harith's eyes fell on Numan, 
he kissed the ground in fear and terror : lie kissed 
his hand, piteousty stating his- apprehensions 
and dread, and the grievances and evils he had 
endured; and whilst they were eating, and the cups 
of wine were circling among them, the conversation 
fell upon the horsemen and warriors of the oge; 
they also mentioned Harith, and how he had by 
stratagem contrived to wound Antar. O cousins, 
said Numan, a man's subtlety and stratagem ftw 
conquest are the perfection of the art of war; and 
were not a knight to be subtle as well as expert in 
arms, he would not be called brave, and he would 
not be talked of by the heroes for his batdes and 
his contests. And as the turn came to Harith, Nu- 
•maa continued, saying. Tell us something of your 
treacheries and artifices. On condition, said he, that 
you will permit me to relate what happened -to me 
Ae other day. Well, let us hear it, said Numan. 

O king of the age, b^gan Hanth, know that the 
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knights of the age, men of faith, are seven, viz. DU 
reed, son of Samah ; Amroo, sonof Wad, the Aami- 
rite ; Amroo, son of Maadi ICereb, the Zebeedian ; 
Zoolkhtmar, the Hirayarite ; Aamir, son of Tofeil ; 
the Brandisherof Spears ; and the Chief Antar, son 
of Shedad. The impostors are also seven, viz. Cad- 
moos, son of Majid; Marah, eon of Abdulazee; 
Jarcer, son of Mubadir; theEnight Awis; Amroo, 
the Kelbian ; Saleek, eon of Selikah ; and he was 
nlent. Andyouaretheseventh? saidNuman. Yes, 
stud he. 

And now, continued Numan, teU us some of your 
perfidious acta, and what stratagem you lately prao 
tiscd. O King, said Harith, my fltory is extraor- 
dinary, and it ought to be recorded after my death. 
It is thus : after my adventure with Antar, I left 
the Fazareans, taking with me ten of the noble 
Arab horsemen; and when we liad travelled half 
way, we stopped in a country called Mancahit ocJ 
Mesalik ; we became very hungry, so much bo, that 
we were reduced to infinite distress and perplexity, 
when lo ! we saw a hovel built of straw, and a small 
tent pitched, at the entrance of which was a well- 
proportioned spear, and a sword suspended, and a 
horse saddled, and a youth of the dimensions of a 
lion, cooking his victuals on the desert. We gal- 
loped up to him ; Y.oung man, said wc, is thereany 
Arab horde near you ? Th^ youth raised up his 
head, and smiling at us, said, Why ask ye for vil- 
lages imd hordes? These victuals are enough. 
Know, O Arabs, victuals were only formed to be 
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eaten, and property was only created to be epent. 
Liberal men are only esteemed by the wise ; and the 
niggard is only Jit to be killed : and ye are now en- 
titled to honour and every attention. 

When, O King, we beard this, we were surprised 
at the elegance of bis mind : he immediately entered 
tbetent,andretumedbringing with him ahtrge dish 
full of camel's milk, and mixed with the btHiey of 
bees cooled in the «ind; and we drank of something 
sweeter than the purest water. We then let our 
horses loose to graze, and sat down. 

As we were examining the young maQ''s teot, and 
his arms, and bis armour, and were wondenng at bis 
solitary life in the barren waste, I happened to turn 
round ; my eyes fell on a damsel more lovely than 
the refulgent sun. Look, stud I to my comrades, 
at that damsel, who is linked to the seat of my rea- 
son and my heart She must be mine, were even 
this youth to ^ve me to eat all the bread asd salt 
in the universe. We therefore laid our plans to 
violate his ^th, and to destroy his life ; and whilst 
he was cooking victuals for us till all was ready, we 
were meditating villany and perfidy. 

At last the youth entered the tent, and brought 
out a great quantity of Indian com, which he put 
into a dish, and mixing it up with some meat and 
wine, he took up the dish by the handles, and placed 
it before us, saying^ Advance, noble Arabs, come 
OR ; here are smne victuals. So we ate till we were 
satisfied, and the youth stood waitit^ on us. And 
when he was about to take away the dish, I swd. 
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What is this damsel to you P What mesD you by 
that question ? replied be. Know, O youth, I added, 
that your property is sacred to us, but we are a gang 
of Arab depredators, who admit of no faith ; we 
acknowledge no sect; and every one that rec^ves 
us kindly, we outrage. But as to you, we will spare 
you on account of your hospitality, as we have eaten 
yoyr victuals. Take whatever horse you please of 
ours, escape, and leave the damsel, and your horse, . 
and your teut, and say no more about it. 

At healing this, the light became dark in the eyea 
of the youth. This damsel, said he, who is in the 
tent, is nfy uster ; and out of my great anxiety about 
her, I have secluded myself in diis barren waste ; 
but between you and me, there is a saqred respect 
and engagement, as you have eaten and drunk with, 
me ; and I wish you would leave us in peace. Know 
then, youth, said I, I must carry away this damsel 
and horse, were they even surrounded by a thousand 
of the noblest heroes : make no more acaae about it, 
or I shall leave some food for the beasts and birds 
of prey. If it be so, said the youth, and you will 
not quit this desert, wut a little fra* me, that I may 
iad my sister farewell, and give her my last exhorta- 
tion. That you may do, said I. And he repaired 
to his uster, and found her in teass, as she thus 
•poke: 

" Never be the day that the troops mounted on 
"roan steeds should see us prisoners. Theydeurethy 
" death, my brother, maliciously ; before this never 
** knew I of swrow or guilt Fight then for thy 
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" sister, who depends on thee ; thou art her brother, 
** thou art her father. Let not tliese wretches pos- 
" sess themselves of my person, or seize me by force, 
" whilst I am with thee ; ibr shame would fall on 
" thee, BOD of my father, and the horsemen east and 
" west would reproach thee. Fear not death, sped 
" by the hand ^man : no one dreads it but a heart- 
" less coward." 

When the youth heard his sister speak thus, O 
King, he repeated these verses: 

" Take thy farewellofrae,0 maiden, before I die; 
" aid me with thy prayers against the foe. Per- 
" haps the Creator of heaven and earth may pre- 
" serve thy brother from death. A perfidious party 
" has fallen, upon- us ; in them there is no warmth 
" of heart to pity thy sorrows. They have broken 
" the sacred rights of hospitality; they have ba- 
" trayed us, and they consider as lawful my blood, 
" and the dishonour of thy protector. Pollow me, 
" and behold my ^cploits, when the steeds charge, 
" assaulting thy dwelling ; weep for me with the 
" sorrowing matrons, should I, after my combat, be 
" left dead. And when the dove mourns on the 
" Erak, dove of the Erak, then aid me with tliy 
-" pliunts. daughter of Aamir, if they give me 
' " fair play in the contest, I will destroy them for 
" love of thee ; but if. the party outrage me, 
" and play me foul in the fight, my life will be 
" thy ransom. Alas I alas 1 fjiould I die in my 
" transport, and the foe, when thy protects is no 
" mare, take thee captive, O send my adieu to my 
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" father, and tell him I died by treachety ia the 
" meshes of a net." 

As soon as the youth, O King, had finished his 
verses, he came towards me with a resolute heart. 
Thou motherless coward, he cried, come on to the 
fight, that I may show thee_ horrors, Seeing that he 
was determined to fight, and that he would slay the 
first that should go out against him, Go thou forth, 
siud I to one of my comrades ; and at the word, my 
companion rushed at him. The youth cried out. 
What is thy name ? for I have sworn by an oath, 
that I will not fight with one whose name is like the 
name of my father. My name, said the other, is 
Nabish*. Ay, said he, and tlie gnawers shall gnaw 
thy flesh ; and thus he addressed him : 

" Whoever covets a ^rl, or a horse and spoil, fot 
" him there is a sword that deals death, and a knight 
" like a lion, of Arab race, who, were h^ to see 
" death distinctly, would not fly," 

Thus saying, he rushed down upon my comrade 
like a driving cloud, and shouted at him like a roar- 
ing lion, and jnerced him between the paps, thrusting 
his spear out between his shoulders. When I saw 
my companion fall dead, I s^d to his brother, Away 
now'with thee, and retaliate for thy brother; and 
he sallied forth, but he slew him. Thus I sent one 
aiitCT tlie other, but the youth slew them, till my 
nine comrades were all killed, and I rcmiuaed alone. 
The youth must be fetigued and exhausted in the 

* i, e- Ouwer, oi dc^. 
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field, saidltomyEelf; now I will stand forth agaiiiEt 
him, and will slay him, and enjoy the spoil and the 
damsel. I sprang at him like a lion of the forest. 
What I said he to me, dost thou wish that I should 
rin against my oath P and he attacked me. I met 
him, and there ensued between us a contest in blows 
and thrusts, that would have stupefied the eyeballs, 
and amazed the stoutest warriors. 

We continued the engagement till it was darb, 
■when crying out at me, Thoii son of accursed pa- 
rents ! he assaulted like a lion, dardng at his prey. 
He drew his scimitar from its scabbard, and I saw 
death sparkling from the lustre of his sword.' But I 
dismounted quicker than respiration. I threw my- 
self under the belly of his horse ; Save me, O bro- 
ther of the tribe of Aamir, I cried. Come forth, 
stud he, thou art under my protection. And he im- ■ 
mediatdy dismounted, and taking me by the hand, 
led me into the tent. 

The youth stood up, and took ofi* his armour and 
his other garments, as he said to his ^ster, Lay out 
thy knees for me that I may sleep. And he slept 
on his sister's knees, whilst she kept her eyes fixed 
on him. At last a drowsiness came over her also. 
I gazed at them till a third of the night was passed. 
On a sudden I jumped up, and unsheathed my 
Zoolhyyat in my right hand ; I smote him on the 
chest, and divided him down to his girdle. The 
damsel, when she felt the blood of her brother, and 
heard the blow, opened her eyes, and seeing her 
brother dead, she rolled herself in his blood, and 
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drew a dagger from his waist, and pladng it against 
her bosom, she_ leant upon it, and it issued out 
through her back. Then, O King, I grieved for 
her, and repented of .what I had done. So I s^ed 
the youth's spoils, his sword, and his horse, hia arms, 
and the clothes of the damsel, and all the property 
of my comrades, their horses, and their arms ; leav- 
ing their carcasses stretched out on the waste, not 
even covering one of them with earth ; and this is 
the end of my tale, and its consununadon. 

No sooner had Harith finished, when lo ! an old 
man started up ; Art thou not ashamed, Harith, 
he cried, to lie in the presence of this King ? I know 
those people. If thou hast spoken the truth, show 
me some proof of it. Here is this ring, said Hmith. 
Alas 1 my children, he cried. O King, this youth 
and damsel were ray children, and Harith has mur- 
dered them ; I must slay him : this is the ring of 
my son — read it Numau took the ring, and read 
it, and lo! there was written thereon — Amroo, son 
of Harith. My vengeance is even more urgent than 
thy vengeance, sdd Numan to the old man ; my 
. fury is fiercer than thy fury : and he commanded 
his attendants to seize Harith. They accordingly 
seized him, and cast him into the dungeon of wrath. 
And the old man, the father of the youth, thus re^ 
cited in the hearing of Numan : 

" It is thus fortune nets with the great, and per- 

" forms the ■ deeds of revolving cakmities ; it gives 

*' all mankind sweets to drink at first, but its end 

*' is latter as the meal of gall ; it permits them to 

t2 
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" enjoy tTiemselves, and become intoxicated vith 
" pleasure, but afterwards predpitates them into the 
" grave. I have seen how the world betrays its 
" inhabitants, for it has outraged me inwardly and 
" outwardly. King of the Universe, listen to my 
" tale. I had a son, a knight among the tribes, and 
" he had a sister hke the full moon when it rises, of 
" beautiful aspect, and of elegantly-shaped hands. 
■' During my whole life I never possessed but them ; 
" but the revolutions of the age quickened its tree- 
" cheries agaJnst,me ; ,a violent death has destroyed 
■' them in the middle of the desert, and annihilated 
■' them with the cleaving scimitars. If I live with 
" man, I will seek retaliation. The son of Zaiim I 
■' have met in the presence of Numan : he related 
■' the story true and authentic, and confirmed by 
" the assertions of the actor. King, this day wrei& 
" vengeance on him, and slay him, who has made 
" my tears to flow in waves. Truly, my son was 
" asleep, and thou hast betrayed him : this is a fact, 
" for Harith was awake. Had it not been so, and 
" had he been mounted on the back of his colt, 
" that outstrips the blustering tempest, he had been 
" his match, fearless of the assaults of the Arab or 
" the Persian. Hadst thou not betrayed him, thou 
" coward bom, he would have shown thee a blow 
" in the midday heat. But 'tis the decree of the 
" All-Merdful, who acts thus with all mankind; 
" 'tis predestined fate. How many monarchs have 
" been annihilated ! How many warriors destroyed ! 
" But the God of the celestial vault still endures, to 
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** whom all secrets are known. My peace be with 
" the world, since my only one lies dead, felled by 
" the vilest of the tribes." 

When the old man had finished, and Numan faad 
heard his tale, astonished at his eloquence, he thus 
replied: 

" Let the heart, old man, ^ve way to its sor- 
" rows; for in the murder of Sliirjibeel, I have been 
. " heir to woe. The great God has decreed against 
" me the severest pains in grief and affliction, and 
" the loss of his society : O fortune, aid me with 
*' tears and lamentations for the loss of a chief that 
" woidd have been the champion of the tfibe ; had 
" he lived, he would have relieved the poor every 
*' hour, and would have stnick his antagonist with 
" the Yemen sword. But this cursed wretch hastened 
" him away with his perfidy, and made him, guilts 
" less as he was, drink of the cup of death. that 
" the whole tribe in a body had ransomed him with 
" my life and my property, and then my friends 
" and my family .' But the decree of the All-Mer- 
" dful has separated us with the cup of division. 
" His vill has decided : be patient, submit to fate, 
" in the disperaon of friendship, and the absence of 
" my beloved. Tlwugh Harith has overwhelmed 
" us with his perfidy, soon shall the people see him 
** an object of vengeance. We will hang him by his 
'* hair, after torturing him, and we will abandon 
" him on the gate of the aty. that Sfaiijibeel 
" were present on such a day, and could ease the 
** pangs of hia bosom from all fear ; O that aa this 
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*' day he could understand what is said of him, and 
" hear the words of my prayer ! but, O son of 
" Zalim, we will open his tomb and uncover the 
" recuses of his grave," 

When Niiman had finished, he ordered the herald 
to proclium in Hirab, that every one who wished 
to see the spectacle of Haiith's execution, should be 
present the next day early at the centre gate. At 
hearing this, the people were delighted, and re- 
posed. Early next day King Numan ordered a 
huge camel to be brought; they then produced 
Hanth, and stnppi ng him of his clothes, they muled 
his hands.to a long pole, and lighted candles of napbt 
on his shoulders, his chest, and bisback, and having 
mounted him on the camel, they paraded him 
round Hirah, that every one might behold him: 
this was a great day, the like of which never oc^ 
curred in any other realm. When Haiitli per- 
ceived his fate, . he repented of having come to 
Numan, and thus he spoke : 

" Am I then Haiith the lion of the valley, the 
** man renowned for iniquity ? The murder of war- 
." riors by treachery was my glory, but I never fled 
*' from the fiercest combat. How many women 
*' have I captured from the tribes who never found 
" ransom from torture ( My boast was to slay 
*' sleepers in the night, and to capture wconen and 
*' children. Atrocity is my nature ; deceit my dis- 
"poation; and I slay those that are present, and 
*< those that are advanong. I knew not for what 
*' I WAS coming, and that death without a guide was 
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** driving me along ; they have mounted me on a , 
** huge camel, and have lighted candles over my 
*' hands. Alas ! how foul is this deatli in which 
" my foes and my haters triumph. There is no 
" means to escape after all this ; no ransom can 
" release me out of tbar power. I could wish for 
" one day of life, and to be possessed of my sword 
" and horse : I would cut down the skulls with the 
" dedsve Uow, tiil my wrist and hand were ex- 
" hausted. I would scatter far and wide . every 
" comlnnatjon with my shout, that should make 
" every heart quake with horror. I would take 
*' v^igeance on them with my arm. I would charge 
".them like the lion of the valley. I would slay 
" Numan and the old man who said, I am Haritfa, 
" the father of the children. I would destroy all ■ 
" the horsemen in the battle with a sword of fire 
" without a firestick. I would capture their women, 
" and then violate tbam, and would relieve my 
" heart of every sorrow. I am Harith, son of 
" Zalim, the destroyer, one who never acknowledged 
" the sacred rights of hospitality." 

Harith having finished these atrocious expresnons, 
,all the mob cursed him and reviled him ; they drag- 
ged him off the camel, and nailed him against the 
city-gate, and shot at him willi oirows till be vu 
like a hedgehog, and pelted him with stones. After 
that they dug a jaX for lum imd kindled a fire, and 
burnt him. And may God never have mercy oa 
the mound of hb tomb, or the tomb of Ms fath^ ! 
King Numan retired to his palace and held a coun- 
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, «], when !o ! the messenger of Mocri-ul-wahsh * 
presented himself to give him joy on his amval. 
And who is Mocri-ul-wahsh? said Numan. O 
£tng of the age, s^d one of bis attendants, this 
knight is from the land of Syria; he has van- 
quished horsemen and warriors, and wishes to ex- 
hibit his prowess in your prcsem^: be states that 
he demands no property, no favoure of you, till he 
has proved his superiority over armies and heroes. 
At hearing this, Numan was rejoiced, and smiled : 
By the faith of an Arab, stud he, if tlus knight 
fulfils his promise, I will give him whatever he de- 
mands, and I will send him to fight Antar, son of 
Sbedad; for a wary knight takes advantage of 
every thing. He then directed Mocri-ul-wahsh into 
his presence, and received him in the most ho- 
nourable manner. Now this Mocri-ul-wahsh was a 
horseman and a valiant hero ; he had overcome all 
the armies of Syria; neither high nor low were 
able to cope with him. The reason of his coming 
to Hirah was, that he was enamoured of a damsel 
called Maseeka, the daughter of the King of 
Hooran. He had demanded her of Jier father, 
wtose name was Majeer, son of Sahl, and he be- 
trothed her to him, but required an immense 
quantity of cattle, and amongst otber things, a 
thousand Aaafeer camels. Mocri-ul-wahsh assent- 
ing to his request, made preparations that very day, 
and taking mth faim fifty horsemen of his tribe, he 
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Bought the land of Irak, when presenting himself to ' 
Numan, he told him vhat we have stated, and Kii^g 
Numan was amazed at his- conversation and the 
imtnensity of his stature, and the thickaesa of hb 
aims, and the agitation of his eyes. He took him 
- by his »de, and sahitjng him, called for dinner, and 
when it was brought, knight of Syria, said he, 
know that I have a foe in the land of Hijaz, against 
whwn all the armies and warriors have fuled : all I 
demand of you is to vanquish him in the comhaL 
. King, said Mocri-ul-wahsh, this is exactly what 
I wished and de^ed. Show me this knight who 
vanquishes armies and disgraces heroes ; I will let 
you see what I will do with him in the iield of 
battle, and with all his tribe and his warriors. By 
the fiuth of an Arab of Medher, said Numan, if 
you will but Vanquish this Antar, and bring him a 
prismier before me, I will not let you return home, 
but as E'great king, with all the Asafeer camels. 
Mocri-ul-wahsh reposed for three days in" the ple- 
nitude of enjoyment and noble hospitality; but on 
the fourth day Numan directed his men to order 
the armies to mount, that he might behold the 
prowess of Moai-ul-wahsh. King Numan's troops 
bemg mounted to the number of twenty thou- 
sand, he himself also mounted, and the standards 
and banners were fixed over his head. Then 
mounted Mocri-uLwahsh, the .knight (^ Syria. 
Th£^ beat the drums, and the cymbals, and the 
trumpets sounded. Upon this the horsemen started 
forth and charged. Soon after, Mocri-ul-wahsb, 
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the bwseman of the tribe of Ghasan, came f<Hlh 
flourishing his spear on the pltuo, to (he amazemait 
of aU the horsemen ; and as he thought of his be- 
loved Meseeka, he thus spoke : 

" I am the Feeder of vild beasts in every desert, 
" and their provi^oner in the flesh of eTeiy hero. 
" I am the Feeder of wild beasts in every battle ; I 
** destroy the foes with the sharp-edged scimitar. 
" I am the Feeder of wild beasts ; thdt is my name 
" and title. I destroy enemies and noble lion- 
" heroes. I am the Feeder of wild beasts in every 
*' city, and I am the assBuldng lion with warriors. 
" The inhabitants of Coori and Syria well know 
" that I destroy the Arab and the Per^an. This 
'* day, O King, thou shalt see that I am the knight 
" of knights with the spear-staff. If I do not 
" destroy Antar and his tribe, may my hand never 
" bear a lance or a sword. I will leave the country 
" of his tribe a waste, and I will drag its inhabitants 
" along in fetters like wild beasts. Alas ! O Ma- 
" seeka, keep thy engagement with me, and list^ 
" not to the wtvds of my bantering foes. I will 
" soon cast down the kings of the earth, east and 
" west, and I will sheathe my sword in the necks of 
" the Persians; otherwise I shall never succeed in 
" my wishes, and I shall never accomplish what my 
** heart so ardently desires." 

When Mocri-ul-wahsh had finished, he galloped 
and charged and played with his spear over the 
plmn, challenging his antagonists. (Thra% were 
twmity thousand tha.t day on the plain.) A knight 
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of the tribe of Wayil started forth, in wbotu shone 
every proof of courage, but Mocri-ul-wahah stopped 
bim short, as be was cloung on him, and taking hb 
toot out of his stirrup, he kicked bim; and be fell 
headlong on the ground, be and his horse. A second, 
of the tribe of Lakhan, sallied out. He ruabed at 
Mocri-ul-wahsh, and drawing his sword, be was 
about to smite him ; but as he rmsed bis hand with 
his sword, Mocri-ul-wahsb pierced him with a pike 
under the armpit, and threw bim off his horse on 
the ground. A third, of the tribe of Shiban, then 
came out and assailed, but Mocri-ul-wabsh per- 
mitted bim not to charge over the plain before be 
cast his pike out of his hand, and grasping bim bj 
bis rings and his corslet, he dragged him off bis 
saddle, and burled him to the distance of twelve 
yards, lliey now came forward in tens, and twen 
ti^ and thirties. The business pleased bim ; and 
as be tossed up his head he attacked and assaulted 
the horsemen, and scattered them about, far superior 
to all the heroes. He continued thus till the day 
departed,' and he bad overcome five hundred lion- 
horsemen; but when Numan saw the intrepidity of 
Mocri-ul-wabsh, be was amazed at his force and 
skill : convinced hf would vanquish Antar, be sent 
for bim into bis presence, and treating him with 
distinction, he gave bim an honorary robe ; be took 
him by bis ode, and returned with him to Hirab. 

On the next day King Numan again mounted ; 
the horsemen wero drawn up in ranks, and Mooi- 
ul-wabsh, the horseman of the tribe of Ghasan, 
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advanced : he sent for a ba^n full of Baffix>n, and 
fastened at the head of hU spear a wadding steeped 
in the mixture, instead of a barb, ia order to mark 
the horsemen with it, saying. That any one who 
' could vanquish him in the diarge might kill him, 
and should not be responsible for his blood; but 
that every one, whom he should mark, should retire 
from, the field. Upon this, one thousand horsemen 
assaulted him — he met them and shouted in th^ 
faces — the horses reared up their Ijeads, and cala- 
mities fell upon the riders — ^he rushed upon them 
—the dust encompassed them up to their bridles^ 
till the sun was about to set, when Mocri-ul-wah^ 
had marked the thousand horsemen. King Numan 
ordered them to introduce Mocri-ul-wahsh to him ; 
so the horsemen surrounded him, and conducted 
him to Numan, who gave tum an honorary robe, 
and set aside some generous steeds, and treated him 
with all respect and attention, fixing over his head 
the standards and ensigns ; he thus preferred him 
above the thousand brave knights, and aiso gave 
him tents, »id pavilions, and banners ; and Mocri- 
ul-wahsh became one of the princes of (he age. I 
shall not deserve these honours and attentions, said 
he to Numan, unless I throw down before you the 
head of Antar, son of Shedad Numan's heart was 
gladdened, and he wrote to all the Arab tribes. 

About that time, the death of Harith, son of Za- 
hm, was made known in every place, till the account 
reached the tribe of Abs and Adnan ; and they were 
highly pleased at it, for they now knew thai, the 
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prop of the tribe of Fazarah was cast dowD. The 
heart of Hadifah was reconciled to Antar and King 
Cais, and they passed much of their t'me together, 
as also the other horsemen of the two tribes, till at 
last the Absians began to conault about Antar's 
nuptials : for King Cais bad persuaded Malik, Ibla's 
father,' to consent About that time came a letter 
to Hadifah from his brother-in-law Aswad, telling 
him of Mocri-ul-wahsh, and saying, Rejoice, Ha- 
difah, in what will please you with respect to the 
Absians, for their total ruin is at hand ; a horseman 
of the tribe of Ghasan is come to my brother, and 
be is now advancing towards you with armies like 
the swoln sea, and with them the Knight of the tribe 
of Ghosan. Rejoice in the completion of your wishes, 
and in the d^tith of Antar, son of Shedad I On 
reading this letter, Hadifah Was highly delighted, 
and he anticipated every good; but this news he 
kept secret. At the feast there was to be no one 
present but Rebia, of the family of Zeead, for be 
was the clererest of them all; he was assiduous in 
his attendance on King Cais, and rejoiced in his 
JDjrs, and in the security of his brothers, who were 
dispersed among the pastures, amusing themselves 
in the wilds and wastes with the slaves and shep- 
herds, that they might not be eye-witQesses of 
Antar's maniage-feast, and not join in the general 
satisfaction. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Now it happened soon s.(ier, that Talib, Bebra's bro- 
ther, weDt out to the pastures with the camels, and 
was sitting under anErak-tree.dnnking and sin^ng; 
and whilst he was thus occupied, Id .' a horseman of 
the tribe of Fa^arah passed by, called Hasein, son 
of Dhemdhem-u]-Meree (this warrior was the son 
of Hadifah's sister). Observing TaHb sitting down 
in a state of intoxication, he went up to him ; Son 
of Zeead, said he, you are sin^ng here very jolly 
and merry, under no apprehension of the Arab 
warriors. Eh ! Hasein, said Tatib, is there any 
security but in our land P Victory is on our banner^ 
every good is in our mcmment. and evil dwells in 
the country of our foes ; for our swords are shtU'p, 
our spears long, and our arms. strong and vigorous. 
Talib had not finished his reply, when Hasein 
rushed upon him, and shaking his spear in his face 
pierced him through the chest, driving the barb out 
through his back, and threw him down dead, welter- 
ing in hia blood. He fled instantly to the tribe of 
Fazarah, and presenting himself to his maternal 
uncle, H^'l'f^*') he told him what had happened. 
At which being much pleased, he, with a smile, told 
the warriors of Fazarah to repose under arms that 
night. But Talib's slaves and shepherds, when they 
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saw the fate of th^ master, placed lum on bis hone, 
and returned to the dwellingB of the tribe of Abs, 
where they prodaimed the murder of Talib, and 
that Has^n was his murderer. At this, the family 
of Zeead knocked down their tents, and cut off the 
tails of their horses. May Grod destroy the tribe of ' 
Fazantb I cried Cius, much distressed ; how infamous 
are their irauds ! And they all began to weep and 
wml in grief, men and women. 

King C^ Gummoned the family of Zeead and 
the noble Ab^ns, and sent to order Hadifah to 
give up Has<Mn ; but when the messenger arrived, 
and communicated his orders, Hadifah ordered him 
away : Tell Gius, said he, my nephew was intoxi- 
cated ; and, besides, I am not a man to give up my 
sister's son to any king of the earth : but if you wish 
for the compensation, I will give you ten times the 
price of blood, so that the engagements between ub 
may not be broken. The messenger returned, and 
reported Hadifah's answer. Bage and resentment 
«x)k possession of King Cab; he shouted to the 
Abnane, and ordered them to mount, and instandy 
the warriors and die heroes were ready ; and no one 
remained behind but Antar and the family of Carad, 
it being only an affair of retaliation for the family of 
Zeead. 

King Cais had just cleared the tents, and the 
eagle banners were just lixed over his head, and all 
were e^er to march to the fight against the Faza- 
reans, when lo ! a special messenger appeared, ad- 
vutdng over the desert. King C^s halted, and the 
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Chieflfutis stared ; the messenger dismounted from 
his camel, and hastening towards King C^s, he 
kissed his feet in the stimip : and behold it was 
one of Mootegeredah's slaves. What's the matter, 
worthy slave P stud Cius. O my lord, rephed he, 
there are advandng in my rear armies like the swoln 
ocean, and with them a ^nt-knight and an intre- 
pid lion, called Mocii-ul-wahsh, the knight of the 
tribe of Ghasan, the destroyer of the brave; he on 
your guard against death and destruction, for the 
armies in less than three days will be in this country : 
prepare, therefore, your implements of war against 
slaughter and ruin. At hearing this, the light be- 
came dark in the eyes of Cais. And why did not 
your mistress, said he, inform us before the enemy 
marched against us, that we might have written to 
our allies, and those in whom we trust in our 
troubles and our relaxations F My mistress, added 
the slave, could not do so till the armies had de- 
parted ; no one was permitted to stir out, for Nunian 
had stationed guards over all the horse-roads tJU 
the moment the troops marched ; then my mistress 
ordered me to set out with the news ; so make your 
preparatitms, ere death overtake you. Cais's heart 
was greatly perplexed at these occurrences. He 
bstantly sent for Antar, and told bim what was 
planning, and that Numan was on his way with 
armi^ and Mocri^ul-wahsh, the kni^t of SyriiL 
This is all owing to your temporizing conduct, smd 
Antar ; had you permitted me to strike off Aswad's 
head, and slay his companions, many of these 
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troubles would have. been avoided. My (pinion is, 
we should march first agmnst the tribe of Fazarah, 
and put them all to the sword, and leave them not 
a tent standing; then we will meet the armies of 
■ King Numan, were there even with him man and 
genii, and the fiends that rebelled against our Lord 
Holiman. O Ahoolfawaris, said Cais, the foe is mgh 
at hand; and if we go ag^nst the Fazareans, we 
cannotreach them till evening; we must there repose 
till the morning ; and certmnly in two or three days 
we shall not be relieved of them ; and I fear thase 
foreign Arabs may reach our country whilst our 
property is unprotected, and thus succeed in th^ 
jffojects agunst us, and our troubles be prolonged. 
It will be more expedient for, us to renuun here and 
prepare to encounter the foe. My lord, said the 
slave who brought the news, the carnage amongst 
you will be trifling, but the prisoners numerous ; 
for Numan has prohibited them from slaying, and 
has recommended them pnly to make prisoners, and 
for that purpose he has sent a number of his satraps, 
with Mocri-ul-wahsh, who, however, has engaged to 
slay Antar, the subde hero, and has demanded as a 
reward a thousand Asafeer camels. Evil be his fate ! 
false are all his hopes, s^d Antar, for by the faith <^ 
an Arab, I will have no knight of camels in our 
country, but hung to a ^bbet Do not conrider us, 
couun, said Cms to Rebia, as he retired, as neglect- 
ful of your retaliation ; but when we have defeated 
Numan's armies, we will return upon the tribe (£ 
Fazarah, and will destroy that land, otherwise we , 
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dull nevw be quiet. Thus the heart of Rebia ws9 
consoled ; and the Abnans al^hted at thar tents, 
' preparing for the slaughtet and the battle. 

As to Hadifah, he was expecting the attack of the 
Abstans, in retaliation for the son of Zeead, that 
be might riuse a war agiunst them, and appease 
his heart The news reached him that Cais hod 
mounted, and that his march was only interrupted 
by the arrival of a messenger, bringing news of 
Numan's approach with -his armies. Hadifah was 
overjoyed, for be now anti<npated the total destru<v 
tion of the Absians, and he ordered the tribe to 
prepare for battle. As soon as day dawned Hadifab 
mounted Ghabra, and the horsemen followed hitn. 
As to C^s and Antar, they reposed that night, 
when lo I the next day the desert was filled with 
armies, and horsemen, and troops, Uke the swoln 
ocean, till the whole re^on was crowded, and the 
waste and wild appeared too confined for the multi- 
tude of banners and standards. Antar shouted to 
the warriors, and they mounted their chargers, whilst , 
the weeping was loud among the women, alarmed 
at captivity and dispersion. Well, my cousin, said 
Iblfl to Antar, this day the foe' will take us captive. 
At this word the light became dark in Antar's eyes. 
Daughter of my uncle, he exclaimed, at thy captivity 
there will be the violent death, and the blow that is 
irresistible and unfailing. Antar uncovered his head 
and attacked, and his assault made the valleys and 
the mountains tremble. Now Antar had a shout of 
wrath, that made the mountains shake and the 
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boUowsiesoiind; it dtoVe back the horses id affriglit, 
and they hurled off thar riders in the excess of their 
agitation, and trampled down each other. Antar 
shouted to the attack in the presence of Iblaj and 
assaulted th$ armies with a heart resolute in dangers. 
The Absian .warriors attacked in his rear, ail light- 
hearted in the intrepidity of Antar and his nephew 
Hatal : they met the armies of Numan with cleaving 
sword-blows that even Saridian corslets could not 
repel. Antar poured forth roars like crashes o£ 
tliunder, whilst the Absian women encouraged the 
men to the carnage, crying out, Where is he who 
protects the women and the maidens? Thus the 
Absians were engaged in the war of life and death, 
till they drove back the «ieiny from their tents bj 
main force. . 

Ah to the Fazareans, Hadifah ordered them to 
die fight ; they assailed the Absians on all ddea. 
Calaniides thickened upon them, and misfortunes 
and catastrophes multiplied upon them; and had 
not Antar been a dreadnought hero, the Absian 
tribe could not have survived that day, Tor the 
armies that attacked them consisted of 6fty thousand 
bold horsemen ; and the tribes of ABb and GhitUn 
amounted even to less than six thousand, and this 
fHoportion is wide of any proportion by which any 
calculation can be made. But in less than three 
hours horror of Antar pervaded the hearts of Nu- 
man's army, and the foremost shrunk back upon the 
rear, shouting at Antar from a distance, but not 
faring to approach the spot, where stood Antar, the 
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violent death. Mocri-ul-wahsh was iiJghly incensed 
at the armies having commenced the attack without 
bis permission, and at the assault of the Fazareans. 
Had I wished to destroy them, said he to his com- 
rades, I would not have left them a spot to stand 
on : but Prince Aawad sent with me these foreign 
Arabs, that they might settle in their country, and 
be n^ghbours to the tribe of Fazorah. At last he 
resolved to attack Antar, the object of his amaze- 
ment, saying, By the truth of the Messiah, this slave 
is 8 brave knight and a sturdy warrior. Should I 
vanquish him in the combat, I may boast over all 
'the dwellers on earth. In the meantime Antar was 
in the fiercest of the fight, and the hottest of the 
thrusts and blows, raving like a camel, when lol 
Hasein, sou of Dhemdhem, treacherously came be- 
hind, and raising his spear in his hand aimed a 
dreadful thrust at him, crying out, Take this, thou 
ordure-bom, at the hand of Hasein, son of Dhem- 
dhem-ul-meree, the vanquisher of heroes. Antar 
turned round to see what was the matter, and the 
barb of the spen fell on the circle of the eye, and 
vrounded him. Born of filth, thy blow has failed, 
he cried ; a waiTior is proof against the blows oT 
such a poltroon. And he aimed his spear at him ; 
but when Hasein saw this, he gave the reins to his 
horse and fied, and sought the tribe c^ Fazarah, 
where he rekte^ to his uncle Hadifah how be had 
deceived Antar and wounded him. Hadifah re- 
J<uced: Grod prosper thee, O Hasein, said be, for 
what thou hast done to tlus son of a coward ; faadst 
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tliou slain hiin, thou wouldgt have been exalted 
above all maDkind. Aitei this wound Antar Vept 
n wary eye on the tribe of Fazarah, slaying ttn in- 
numerable, incalculabl&number of then), till evening. 
Numan's army retired and halted, in the greatest 
astonishment at the prowess of Antar, and the ge^ 
nerous Ab^ans. As to Antar, be retired at the 
head of his. comrades, like ^ Judas tree, so great 
was the quantity of blood that Btreamed over him. 
King Cius met him, and saluting him kissed him 
between the eyes, and inquired about his wound. 
My 4ound, O King, said Antar, is quite welL 
To-morrow I will challenge Mocri-ul-wahsh to the 
combat ; if he accepts it, all further trouble will be' 
prevented. We will not permit you,, O uncle, said - 
Hatal, to engage ia the contest whilst you are in 
this condition : depute me on this afimr. O Hatal, 
said Antar, thou art indeed a noble fellow in the 
battle, but thy name is not Antar, soa of Shedad^ 
I know also, O Hatal, that the Absians besides An- 
tar have no strong support, and to-morrow were I 
not to be present in the field, their women would 
be made captives, and their children orphans. O ' 
cousin, said Cais, may God never deprive me of tijy 
exalted courage ! Thus they separated, having iirst 
stationed the night-palroles i and when the men had 
quitted Antar, his uncle's women and Ibla cune to 
him, atid congratulated him on his safety. Ibla ad- 
vanced, and bound up his wound and wept. Check 
thy tears, Siud Antar to her ; he lives not who can 
harm thee. 
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"EtoAy next day they mounted, witb Antar at their 
bead like a devouring lion and a ferocious tiger. 
He had tied bandages round his bead in Order to 
excite Haseio Bg^nst him, that perhaps he might 
challenge him. Numan's troops also mounted with 
Mocri-ul-wahsh, the knight of Syria, as did also the 
bibe of Fazarah ; but the satraps of Numiui or- 
dered them back. Hasein ran up to Hadifah; 
Uncle, stud he, what means this P no one can comply 
with such orders. Can I too, I, who-vounded An* 
tar, son of Shedad, and led him nearly dead P Shall 
I leave toJay another to enjoy his death in the 
battle and coptest ? That shall never be, were I to 
dnnk of the cup of perdition. And he rushed into 
the field, and galloped and charged, challenging to 
the contest; and as he directed himself against the 
family of Carad, he thus addressed them : 

" O my mother, sleep, be satisfied, and rejoice) 
»* this day will I relieve my thirst with Antar. 
'* When thou seest tlie birds mangle his carcass 
" under the dust, then extol me and thank me. 
*' The slave — I left him with a spear-thrust over 
"the face; the mark of which-will ever endure as a 
" frightful eye-sore. The top of my spear-barb 
" tore out his eye, and I left him like a blind 
*' camel. This day I' will leave him on thbfacc of 
" the earth, where he shall lie dead on the barren 
" waste. I wi]lmakehimtastethrusts^rommyspear- 
" head, and I will smite him with my never-failing 
" highly-polished sdmitar. I will leave the beasts 
'^ of the desert, to run at him, and prowl round hm 
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** oD the wings c^the turbid night I will wipe out 
" my shame with my sword &nd spear, and I will 
" wreak my vengeance on the swarthy slave. I will 
" destroy the Antar of Aha in the day of battle with 
" my sabre, my lance, and my spear. When he is 
** no more, the land of the Abuans will soon remain 
** an abandoned waste, like the barren desert ; and 
" all the slender middens, like the sun whose glory 
" is opposed to Jupitw, shall tremble." 

When Hasan had finished, Hatal longed to en- 
gage him, but his uncle would not permit him : he 
returned his feet into the stirrups, and snatching up 
his spear off the ground, he rushed Ujmn Hasein 
like a lion darting from the forest, and as he a»^ 
saulted him in a tremendous -manner, he thus 
answered : 

" O Ibhi, grieve not for my wound. Rejoice in 
" the victory of the scimitar of the swarthy youth. 
" O Ibia, fear not for me the foe, but fill thy eyes with 
" sleep, and watch not. O IWa, round thy dwell- 
" ing in the blackness of the night I am a man 
*' fiercer than the ravenous lion. Check thy plaints, 
" for thy tears pierce sharper through my entrails 
** than the barb of the Semh^ian spear. Wouldst 
** thpu ask the horse of me ,? O daughter of Malik 
" (if thou art watching, why dost thou not see me P) 
". he would tell thee of him who plunges into the 
** dust, and that I have dispersed the whole army 
" OB my Abjer. 1 have scattered afar the tribe of 
*' Fazarah over the wastes, trembling through fear 
** of Antar. As to the heroes of the age, I will aa- 
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" the spear. Pride not thyself, thou coward-bom, 
"on my wound; ,thpu wouldst say, thou hadst 
" riven a rock-bound veil. Verily the wound of a 
" hero is in the face, but thy wound in the day c^ 
" battle is in thy hack. I am the son of Shedad, 
" whose fame is on high, mounting till it approadies 
" the ^hcre of Jujuter." 

Antar touted at Hasein, and rushed onward. 
Hasen was filled with exaltation when he saw the 
bandages on Antar's head ; so he thought that he 
would soon fall within his grasp. But as Antar 
made that assault he was aghast and stupefied, and 
repented of having ventured against him; yet no 
ItHigcr able to fly, he began to engage Antar, an 
charged him. Mocri-ul-wahsh could not view thif 
event with indifference. This tribe of Fazarah is a 
treacherous tribe, said he, as he resolved tb attack 
Antar; hut he saw him a mountain, mountains 
could nat overpower, and a sea visited by no calm, 
and a measure ibr which tjiere was no standard. 
Antar continued to engage 'Hasein till he had fa- 
tigued and tired him ; he closed on him, and hemmed 
him in, and stopping every means of escape, he 
stood up on his stirrups, and stretching out on his 
saddle, he struck at Hasein with Dhami between 
the eyes. Hasein received the blow on his, shield, 
but Antar's sword split it in two, even dividing his 
helmet in twain, and continuing its course down be- 
tween the thighs even through the belly of the horse 
down into the ground, and Hasein and his horse 
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^1 d^ in four parts, and Aatar cried out, O by 
Abs ! I will not be controlled. . I am liie lover . 
of Ibla, I will not be restrained ! Numan's armies 
were startled ; the Fazar^ns were eager to assault 
bim, but Numan's satraps ordering them back, out 
started Mocri-ul-wahsh between the ranks, and he 
appeared in front of the two armies, till standing in 
the presence of Antar : Eh .' O Antar, he cried, by 
the truth of the Messiah, my compassion for thee 
and thy tribe induces oie to save you irom death 
and total extirpation, for ye are indeed the horse- 
meo of death; but ye have destroyed yourselves by 
incurring the hostility of King Numan, which you 
cuinot pos^bly re^L It is my opinion you should 
surrender yourself to me immediatdy, and I will 
'swear to you by the cross to engage Numan's protect 
tion : I will receive you as my jriend and companion 
f<^ ever and ever. Trouble not yourself to fight with 
me now you are in such a condition. Return in or- 
der to bring about an anucable arrangement, so that 
you may not be talked of, and your glory defaced 
amongst men, and let not your foes and enemies 
esult over you. £h ! thou son of a cuckold, cried 
Antar, away with thy nonsense. 'WTiat! shall I 
surrender myself to thee without fighting P I, whom 
the lions of the forest dread ? Come on ; on to the 
plain, that I may tear out such absurdities from thy 
brun. As he spoke, he shouted at Mocri-ul>wahsh, 
and rushed upon him ; but he also recdved him as the 
parched earth the first of the rain. Now these two 
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giants met like two feroaous lions, and sent fcnih 
hideous yells tliat seared their horses' ears; the 
limhs of their warriors quaked with horror, and 
those present imagined the very heayens were rent 
asunder, and that the day of judgment was at hand ; 
the mountains were convulsed, and the earth trem- 
bled. After these shouts, they dashed ag^nst each 
other like butting rams; and as they rebounded 
they wielded their spears, and kept up a fierce con- 
test till the eyeballs of the spectators sickened, and . 
the whole country shook. They exhibited a com- 
bat replete with terrors, and every horror was re. 
doubled : they retired ; they advanced, ready with 
' the draught of instant death. The two armies were 
amazed, and widened the scene of battle for their 
efforts, whilst the heroes charged. They continued 
in this state, calamitous and terrifying, till the even- 
ing came on, when they both separated in security, 
neither having been able to vanquish his antagonist 
either in blows or manoeuvres. Mocri-ul-wahsh 
Bought his own horsemen, almost at his last gasp at 
what he had endured in the combat with Antar. 
Antar also ^tired, and the bandages of his wound 
were loosened; the blood trickled down his face, 
and he returned in a condition not to ^ve pleasure 
to his friends. The tribe of Abs and Adnan met 
him with King Cais ; they saluted him-, and inquired 
about his adversary. My cousins, said he, he is 
indeed a vaUant knight, and a stout warrior in the 
contest ; but to-morrow, God wiUing, I will make 
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it a deeded buraness. And as he £smounted frcm 
' Abjer, Ibla met him, and stanchiDg the blood,' 
bound up his wound. 

As to Mocii-ul-wahsh, he went back to his 
people, where Hadifah met him. knight of Syria, 
said he, grieve not thy heart, for know, wert thou 
not the paragon of the age, thou wouldst Dot have 
returned in safety from the presence of Antar; for, 
in his life, he never engaged a knight and quitted' 
him without deciding the combat, or accamp^shing 
' his hopes. O Hadifah, said Mocri-ul-wahah, never 
in my life.did I behold a more valiant fellow than 
that Antar; but to-morrowl will make it a bunness 
of certainty. He passed that night vexed and uneasy 
that he had not succeeded against Antar. It was 
scarcely morning when he mounted his horse, and 
tbe armies of Numao were also ready. Thus too 
the tribe of Abs and Adnan sought the theatre of 
war. Antar remained behind, for feeling somewhat 
tjred in the morning, he s^d to his brother Shiboob, . 
As soon as you see Mocri-ul-wahsh start forth into 
the plain inform me, that I may sally out to fight 
him. When the troops were drawn up, Mocn-ul- 
wahsh appeared on the plain ; and as he galloped 
and charged, challenging to the engagement, he 
called to mind his-beloved Maseeka, and his separa- 
tion from lier, and thus he spoke: 

" Sweet to me is the zephyr, O land of Syria; it 
" is sweet when my disorder afflicts me. Blow, then ; 
" perhaps the breath of Maseeka may meet thee, 
" Mid her breath convert thee into perfume. ' The 
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" mwden ! musk dwells under her veol, and when 
*' im|nvgnated with the moisture of her mouth be- 
" comes most fragrant. When she moves, t^e ele- 
" gance of her shape waves like the teed a^tated 
" by the northern breeze. Wert thou to see her 
" thou wQuldst behold the eye of the fawn, whose 
" heart is fluttering at the wolf in the evening. O 
" Mocri-ul-wohsh, stud she (and I was preparing 
" for departure, whilst my tears -streamed down my 
" cheeks like a river of blood), wilt-tbou not return ? 
" My return is at hand, said I : she bade me adieu. 
*' My heart pants for her society for ever; and 
" when she calls on her lover he will answer her. I 
" w«it to King Numan— where is the cloud that" 
" has net'descended on him? I engaged the horse- 
" men that were dear to him ; I returned, and my 
" spear was dyed in blood. He gave me prt^rty, 
" and camels, and presents : the gift was noble — ■ 
" noble was the donor. He sent me' with his armies 
" ag^Dst a. knight whom all knights acknowledge; 
" and he is generous. I have engaged him with 
" the epear-thrust ; then I knew him. I had 
' " wronged him, but excellence is in him. I stnig- 
" gled witli him in the contest and in the plain ; I 
" saw in him most wonderful deeds : but if this day 
'_' I destroy not their support with iny sword, my 
*' heart will not be glad in the enjoyment of my 
" beloved." 

Mocri-ul-w^sh had not £nbhed his verses when 
Hatal stood before him, for Antar had staid behind* 
and his heart was wearied with pasnon. Youth, 
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cried Mocri-ul-wahsh, where is Antat the great? 
If his wounds prevdit him from mounUng, he is not 
to be blamed. I gave him a lesson yesterday, and 
have rendered him unequal to the fight. Let him 
not lie brow-beaten by me, but let him mount with 
me the road of ignominy. Eh ! sliall he acknow- 
ledge himself disqualified from fighting thee? said 
Hatal. Thy death is at hand ; and as to what thou 
sayest about his not coming forth against thee, that 
is out of contempt fur thee and thy like. I adjured 
him by' the most serious of oaths to permit me to 
sally forth to the contest ; so come on, fight I and 
he shouted at Mocrl-ul-wahsh, thus reciting: 

" The breeze, Olandof Hijaz, is fragrant to me; 
" blow then in the face of ray amorous adversary. 
" Tell Mocri-ul-walish to return in safety home, or 
** he will return spoiled. If Maseeka be thy final 
** object and desire, how, has fortune cost thee af- 
" dieted amongst usF Thou speakcst and repeatest 
*' her beauties and charms, and on that point thou 
*' art in dbtress. O my friend, «ng to me of the 
"" fame of chieftains ; talk not to me of every rose- 
** bud and perfume. The sighs of love are a dis- 
" grace among men, particularly when wars are ac- 
" cumulated upon thee. If thou art indeed ack 
** with love, the sword of my maternal uncle is a 
" doctor and a phyudan. How many noble horae- 
*' men like thee has he sought, and they have re- 
" roained dyed in the gore of wounds ! Let not his 
** woimd over the face insinrit thee ; it was fate, 
" whose changes are ever }»edestined. He is the 
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" liaa of ereiy ■and-tull and battle ; be is ilia 
" greatest of heroes and princes. Antar, my tincla, 
" is the Inavest of men, the most valiant of all the 
" dwellers on earth without contradictioQ" 

The knight of Syria was highly incensed : Thou 
art, then, said he, the son of the sister of that Antar, 
that black cuckold ! and he rushed at him, and ad- 
dressed him: 

" Thou hast abused me for my weakness, thou 
.*' foulest Arab ; thou art a coward, not akin to war. 
" The Ahsian Antar is linked to Ibia, and through 
" love of her a flame blazes in his heart. A man in- 
'* deed weeps for the loss of his life, and mourns and 
" laments at the loss i^ his love. Who am I, that 
" thou shouldst censure me, son of a dastard ! and 
" my heart is cautensed with absence, and opposi- 
"* tion, and anguish. By the truth of the Messiah, 
" the purest of every living thing, who created a 
" bird out of clay with his miraculous breath, and 
" recalled life into the corpse when it was shrouded 
" and delivered to the bowels of the grave deprived 
" of life, I will stretch ye both on the centre of your 
*' land, and I will lead yeur weejnng damsels cap- 
" tjve, and I will cry out with a loud vrace in the 
" plain of war. Come forth towards me, behold 
" wond^B in me. If Antar indeed ia exhausted 
" with .the wounds, I must not then annihilate him. 
" Let the Araba laugh him to scorn. I will leave 
" the land a desert ; and as to its inhabitants, their 
" blood shall stream over the country. I will 6ght 
" Antar ; then will I dash liim to the earth. I mH 
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'* make him drink the cap of death, and bnng down 
" perditioD upon him." 

Mocri-ul-wahsh having fioished, he shouted at 
Hatal, and resolved to overwbdim him in death, 
on account of the foul expresaons he had addressed 
to him. Hatal met him, and there eosued between 
them the contest of spears and swords, that amazed 
the warriors, and startled the sturdy heroes for two 
hours. At last exhaustion fell on the shoulders of 
Hatal, for be was no match for him, nor accounted 
among his equals. Mocri-ul-wahsh perceiving his 
situation, determined to destroy him, as he knew 
Antar was his uncle ; again he assailed him, and 
was about to put an end to him, when lo I a roar 
that made the mounttuns shake, and the hollows re- 
echo, and some one exclaimed, Away, thou knight 
of Syria, pride not thyself in the slaughter of strip- 
lings. Turn on one who will speedily give thee ■ 
thy death and extinction. The warriors awhile con- 
sidered who could have sent forth that tremendous 
shout, when lo ! it was the nohic warrior — the de- 
stroyer of stout heroes, Aboolfawaris — the chief 
Antar, son of Shedad. He delivered Hatal from 
Mocri-ul-wahsh, and then attacked him. The 
cause of Antar's coming was Shiboob, who, on see- 
ing Hatal nearly overcome, qintted the field, and 
informed his brother. Come to thy nephew, Hatal, 
said he, or Mocri-ul-wahsh will slay him. Bring 
me Ahjer,' s^d Antar, and he sprang from the 
ground on his hack, like an eagle, without putting 
lui &ot into the stirrup, and equipped htmsdf in his 
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armour and his shining corslet. He attached, and 
dismissed his nephew from the scene of contention, 
thus addres^ng Mocri-ul-wahsh. £h! thou has- 
tard, wouldst pride thyself in slaying children? As 
to me, by the &ith of a noble Arab, had I enemies 
as numerous as the sands, like this youth, I'd heed 
them not. I am he, who will give thee enough of 
spear-thrusts and sword-blowa ; for the slaughter of 
this youth could have been no advantage to thee, 
neither could the extinction of his name have been 
any glory to thee. Thou art oply come to seek me: 
come on, then ; fight : perhaps thou mayest succeed. 
Shouldst. thou take me a captive or slay me, the 
tribe of Abs will, be unprotected, and from thy 
sword every calamity may ovcrwhely them; few 
when I am no more, there will not he a horseman 
to cQntend with thee in all this country. Now 

. be just, and g^ve up all outrage and foul play; 
and Antar rushed at Mocri-ul-wahsh, thus re- 
citing : 

" Hola I O Ibla, arise and behold me ; see in me 
" truth without guile. Arise, and behold my blow 
" and thrust, like a flame, that bums in flashes. 
" Mourn not for my wound, it is only like the rent 

" in a man's garment. The thrust of man wounds 
" not, it is only like the bore in the ear of a woman. 
" But if pay spear and my sword have sway, the 
" skull and heaviest leathern mail are cleft. This 
" day thou shalt see the descents of my sword, and 
" the thrusts of my spear. Hey ! Mocri-ul- 
" wahsb, return thee home, before thou remuaert 
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*' emboweled, IwiUbooe relieve the Aralffl from thee, 
" and truly Maseeka shall remtun my wife. I mil 
" plunder her property and slay her father, and I 
" will leave her abode a desert, with my sword. 
" My name is well known, east and west, anjl every 
" horseman dreads a contest with me." 

At hearing these verses, Mocri-ul-wahsb was 

enraged and iniUgnanL £h I thou coward-bom, 

B^d he, is it consistent with thy greatness to address 

' me in such language, and I the knight of Syria ? 

and as he* rushed upon Antar, he thus spoke : 

" H<^ ! man of mly words, forth to the combat, 
" and estabhsh my fortune. Hola I race of Abs, 
" ye shall acknowledge me. I am Mocri-ul-wahsh 
" over the mount^ns. Soon will I slay Antar with 
" the sword of conquest, and I will leave him dead 
" on the sand. I will seize Ibla, and return home, 
" and she shall serve my wife as her mistress. I 
" will take Numan's camels, and will, in happy 
" mood, return towards Maseeka. I am ever die 
" knight of knights, and this day will I consum- 
** mate my glory. This day Numan's armies shall 
" route these troops, bewildered and powerlesa. 
" The Arabs shall be left ague-struck at my provess, 
" and truly the warriors have already witnessed it. 
" I am the hero of Syria, and of every'land, and 
'* this day my exploits shall be renowned," 

He had no sooner finished, than Antar shouted 
and rushed iipon him ; and they began a contest of 
swoids and spears, at which the warriors were con- 
founded, and the valiant heroes cried out. Heaven 

VOL. IV. A A 
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protect us ! The blov and the thrust, the~ struggle 
and assault, and the draughts of sudden death cod- 
tiuued ; their blows anticipated the mesamgers of 
death, and their ehouts were hke the thunder-crash 
ID a cloud. Both combatants were nearly dead. 
Mocri-ul-wahsh was stupefied at Antar's prowess, 
and repented. Still he exhibited all his steadiness, 
and concealed the aiiguish abd regret he felt They 
persisted in these perils and horns? till the day 
departed : they were tired and exhausted ; but de- 
biUty had fallen on the shoulders of Mocri~ul- 
wahsh, for Antar had wounded him in two places. 
He deasted from the fight, and requested Antar to 
stop. No, said Antar, by the truth of Him who 
firmly rooted themount^ns, there is no termination 
for thee but in success and the approach of death. 
He was aghast, and shuddered. O Abool&waiis, 
be added, no one can resist my thrusts but you ; 
but you have wronged me in breaking my spear : 
all I ask of you is to wait for me, whilst I repair to 
my party and take another spear ; then will I return 
to you, and will not separate &om you, till the affair 
be decided. Pll not let thee stir, continued Antar, 
and he ass^ed him, and recmimenced the contest. 
But the troo^ crowded upon them, and drew their 
swdrds round them, eaeh par^ ftmning conjecturea 
of its lord. They continued in this state till midn^ht. 
Mocii-ul-wahdi felt assured of dcsteuctim, find 
knowing that Antar would not quit him but in 
death, h6 slackened his mare's biidle and fied, 
lAoching into the waste and deaerti Eh! O-Ebe 
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Reeah, cried out Antar to Shiboob, overtidte Urn 
before he roams -wide over the waste : and Shiboob ■ 
let out his feet. Antarfdlowedhim, and they were 
cut off from the army. In the meantime, Hadifah 
(that man of dec^t and guile), as soon as the Bound 
of Antar and Mocri-ul-wabsh was far distant from 
the scene of contention, cried out to his tribe and the 
surrounding horsemen, Come on, come on, now re- 
heve the mind of the lord of empire, King Numan. 
Now cut off that black wittol, Antar. Thus the 
tribe of Fazarah outraged the tribe of Aba and 
Adnan, and attacked them on all quarters. The 
Absians shouted at the Fazareans, and descended 
upon them like afall of nun underthe ni^t. Men 
met men, and heroes heroes — blood flowed and 
streamed — limbs were hacked off — men were knock- 
ed down on the jJmn — the armies of Numan also 
attacked — the mountains and the deserts were 
agitated, till brother knew not brother, and son 
recognised not his father. They continued plunder^ 
ing each others hves irom the banning of the night 
till the white streak <^ the dawn brightened, when 
every fiiend knew his comrade, and the foe was 
distinguished from the ally. KingCais looked round, 
north and south, but saw nottdng of Antar. He 
was amazed and alarmed. The armies bad occupied 
every road against them, and raised shouts at them 
in every direction. Apprehenrave that the Abdans 
would be disposed over the barren waste, he had 
no other measure to adc^t, but to cry out to them, 
O couam, follow me to the sand-hills, and Mount 
aa8 
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SaacU ; it is impos^ble any loDger to reast the tJiock 
of these armies. At hearing this, they followed 
him, abandoning their property and their families ; 
and they assembled on the top of the sand-hiU and 
Mount Saadi. The troops assaulted th^ tents, and 
plundered their property, and captured their wives 
and families ; even captivity fell on the families of 
Sang Cius, and Modelilah, and Jemanah, and Ibia, 
and Shereehah, and Semiah were taken prisoners. 
Above all the women, most pdgnant was the grief 
and anguish of Ibia, Malik's daughter. . The 
■AFsbs of Yem^n threw down the dwellings of the 
Abdans to their very foundations, and did not leave 
them the value of a halter, for some of them loaded 
their horses, and each person, too, carried away a 
horse-load besides ; and in less than an hour they 
left the country a waste, and set out for the deserts 
and sand-hills; whilst the Absians remained looking 
at their wives driven away in bondage. No good 
can ever visit us now, s^d they to Cais, not a head 
will be raised up towards us, now that our wives and 
families are enslaved. O cousins, rephed Cais, I 
had only recourse to this act, as I knew you were 
unable to continue the combat. Sehold our property 
and our families driven away by the foe ; come ott 
now witlx me. And King Cais bared his head and 
made the attack; the Abdans did the same; they 
precnptated themselves from the mountain-top, 
crying out, O by Abs ! by Adnan ! and rushed 
down upon the armies of Numan. ' This was the 
calamitous and desperate state of the Abnans, when 
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8ud Amarah to Hetm, Let us make our attack in 
the directioa where Ibla is ; perhaps we may rescue 
her from captivity and infamy, and love for Amarah, 
to the exclu^on c£ other horaraDen, infuse itself into 
her heart Thou poltroon, thou diivelier, Bwl 
Bebia, dost not see thy mother and thy uster and 
thy brothers' wives are all prisoners, and that our 
property is pillaged, and that we are degraded before 
the wtM-ld P By the fmth of a generous Arab, were 
Aotar but present in the contest, not one of all these 
disasters would have befallen us. It happened that 
Haml, son of Beder, had taken King Cais's mother, 
Temadbur, prisoner, and conducted her to a -valley. 
£h! son of Beder, cried Temadhur, for what pur- 
pose hast thou brought me down to this valley ? 
That the Arabs may indulge foul suspicions of meP 
And that our hearts be pained and never at rest? 
My purpose, said Homl, is to ravish thee, and 
murder thy children on thy bosom. At this, death 
became easy to Temadbur. Alas ! alas ! she cried, 
woe to the small number of horsemen ! On thee, O 
Cats, and thy brothers, be thy mother's blesutig 1 
At the word, she threw herself off the camel on the 
ground ; she fell on her head, and her neck was 
broken ; sbe instantly expired, whilst her maidens 
wept around her. During all this, the Absians were 
in the fiercest of the carnage, and the hottest of the 
combat of spears and swords : nearly destroyed and 
annihilated, they had resolved mther to fly and seek 
the desert, or demand quiuter and surrender them- 
sdves to King Numan, when lo ! shouts arose in 
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front of the armies, and yeUs that convulsed the 
DMghbouring wlds. King Cais and his vamors 
stopped awhile in suspense, conjecturing -whence 
could issue these tremendous souiids. At that in- 
stant, the chief Antar, the generous hero, started 
forth in Iront of King Numan's army, and repulsed 
diem over the wilderness ; and with him was Mocri- 
ul-wahsh, the knight of Syria, fighting by Antar's 
nde, and dealing blows like descending thunder- 
bolts. The souls of the Absians revived, and their 
spirits recovered. Hey ! cousins, sud King Ctus, 
here is our champion, Antar, and Mocri-ul-wahsb 
b our friend. Now, then, take courage for retalia- 
tim, and remove away your disgrace, and he who 
takes not kindly to the fight b no l«^timate-b(Hi]. 
Upon tins, all the fire of the Abnans was roused, 
and they retiimed to the combat of the foe. like ttdl 
sea-monsters. When Numan's armies beheld Antar 
return safe, and Mocri-ul-wahsh in his company, 
dealing blows Davidian corslets could not repel, and 
Shiboob occupying the waybefore them, they saw no 
expedient but in flight and escape; so they threw 
away all their.booty, and lanched into the wilds and 
the wastes. 

As soon as Mocri-ul-wahsh fled, under the nig^t, 
Shiboob shot forth in pursuit of him, followed by An- 
tar, and they continued to drive him over the desert, 
till morning dawned, when Mocri-ul-wahsh perceiv- 
ing his hfe was in imminent danger, and that he could 
not escape, halted at once, saying, Arab, thou wHt 
kill me, and thou hast destroyed thyself with fatigue. 
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I have BO [Hxiperty to plunder, nehber bast thou sny 
retaliatjon to dem&nd of me ; nether can thy heart 
bubour any resentniMit against me. I never insulted 
thycoumilbla. Ihavenothingwithmebutmyhorse 
and my tame, that are dearer to me than life. Take 
them and for^ve me, Aboolfawaris. I covet not 
thy mate, said Antar, my only object is to take thy 
life ; 6xc thou appeacest a brave fellow and a valiant 
knight Then will I return to these troops, and will 
not permit the first of them to join the last. O 
Aboolfawaria, condnued Mocri-ul-wahsh, now I 
am aware that I was a fool among horsemen ; never 
henceft^ward will I mount a stallion ; never again 
will I be^ present in a battle, but I will seek the 
church of Bekhran, there to settle among the her- 
mits, and I will renounce my projects on my bride 
Maaeeka, daughter of the King of Hooran. . O 
Mocri-uLwahfih, s^d Antar, if such be thy stray, 
I will wipe away that trouble from thy heart ; I 
will go with thee to the. land of Syria, and will seize 
thy bride for thee, were she even on the back of the 
clouds. O Aboolfawaris, said Mocri-ul-wahsh, all 
my hopes are centered in thee, that thou wouldst 
accept me as thy horseman, and receive me as thy 
slave. I will be thy ally in all thy calamities ; and 
he dismounted from the back of his mare and 
hastened towards Antar, and kissed his feet in the 
stirrup. Antar also jumped off his Ahjer; h« 
embraced Mocri-ul-wahsh, and kissed him between 
the eyes, and having both vowed to preserve a 
mutual affection, and to plunder and e^il (he 
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generous Arabs together, ttey raounted and re- 
turned, as vc described, and attacked the armies as 
we mentioned. This therefore was the cause of 
the friendship of Antar and Mocri-ul-wahsh, and 
DOW !et us return to our otiipnal story. 

Af^ the flight of Numan's forces, King Cus went 
up to Antar, and kissed him between the eyes. The 
Absians also bang collected, they seardied for their 
propertjE and lamilics, and they found T^nadhur 
dead, and her damsels round her. On King Cais's 
demanding, ■ who did this deedP they told him 
Haml, son of Beder. The light became dark in the 
^es of the sons of Zohor, and they evore they 
would not leave the Fazareans a tent to shelter them; 
not even a man to blow a fire. King Cais ordered 
the Ab^ans to collect the property and return to 
the dwellings, whilst he mounted with half his war- 
riors, and took to the right hand road, saying to 
Antar, Cousin, take thou the other half, and go the 
left, for I know the Fazarean horse must be som^ 
where here, and I should say they have not quitted 
the well of Hebat, and have not yet entered the 
wilds and the wastes. Antar acquiesced in King 
Cftis's orders, and departed in company with Mocri- 
ul-wahsh, and the family of Cantd. King Cius also 
departed, and as he wept for his mother, he thus 
. redted : 

" Alas ! O eyes, weep torrents this day, over my 
" cheeks copiously, and abundantly. Alas ! O eyes, 
" weep with me for Zoheir, and tus son Malik ; now 
" th^ glofy is P^t. Alas ! O eyes, announce 
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"thrar'death in agonies of grief;' the heart cannot 
" longer hear it Alas ! O eyes, weep the loss of 
" Shas, but yesterday reduced to dust after all his 
"greatness. Calamities beguiled them ; misfortune 
" overwhelmed them ; vicdence destroyed them. 
" AM O race of Beder, ye have done a deed of 
" universally acknowledged outrage in the murder 
" of my mother; ye imagined' ye would this day 
"escape, and would be excited with glory and 
'* happiness ; but the revtdutions of death shall 
" requite ye ; we. will come upon ye openly with 
" our swords. .Antar wiU come upon ye; he lusts 
" to meet ye, were ye even far distant from him ovir 
" the waste ; w«« even the Emperor of Home and 
" Greece with ye, or the inhabitants of Syria and of 
** verdant Europe. Were ye to come with all the 
" dwellers on. earth ; were even Chosroe, King of 
" Ferua, to oime with ye, we will meet ye with our 
" sharp-edged scimitars, i on our well-trained roan 
" steeds. Sons of Beder ! verily ye have outraged 
"us, hut we would have abandoned the contest. 
" Cou^s, this was not my intention ; it was not 
" in my heart, that this war should take place. It 
" was ye that commenced ; this calamity and op- 
** pression ever originated in ye. Alas ! alas I my 
" grief for thee, OTemadhuF I that accursed Haml, 
" son of Beder, murdered thee. Soon will I extir- 
*' pate them all with my aven^g sword ; I will 
** make thor blood flow like a sea ; I will retaliate 
" on them, and they E^iall remain a tale for ages, as 
" long as the world endures." 
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Having finisheii lus verses, he went on dD hang 
it some distance from that land, he beheld the im- 
pression of Ghabra's hoof, Hadifah's mare; for 
when he fled with the tribe of Fazarab, the garths of 
his horse b^g loose, he dismounted, and tightened 
tbem ; and the impres^on of Hadifah's feet remained 
aloo by the side of his mare's. King Cais reoognised 
the impresnon. 

' Now Hadifah in his flight galloped on tilllie came 
to the well of Hebat. He had a son named Hum, 
who was at that time along with him, and he was a 
rare child. Hadifah pressed him to his bosom, and 
icissed him between tfie ejes, saying, O Husn, th^ 
is the loss of farewell. My sole request of you, my 
son, is this ; if you die after me, and have powa- 
over the Absians, murder their infants, enslave tb^ 
women and families; let not a vestige renuun of them; 
and know, O my son, that I am qmtting this world, 
and have no other regret in my heart, but that fi)r- 
tune gave me not the means to exterminate Uieir war- 
riors, to enslave their wives and families, and to de- 
stroy th^r land and country. Thus saying, he threw 
himself down by the side of the well, with his warrior 
companions ; and they were insen»ble to every thing 
till KingC^B and his companions encompassed them. 
Hadifah started up with the Fazareans ; they at- 
tempted to mount their horses and fly, when lo ! 
Antar and the Carad horsemen rushed between 
them, and their steeds, then seized them all, and 
pinioned them. Antar and lus companions retired 
to a diSerent quarter, whilst King Cais advancing 
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with bis -brothers, cried out, Ah I ye sons of Beder, 
hov ofit have I had men^ on you, but you have 
ever betrayed me t How oft have I believed you, 
but you have falsified yourselves ! I should like to 
eee who will this day rescue you from death. Who 
will avert from you our cleaving sabres, and our 
qnrkliag spears f As to thee, Hadifah, remember 
what thy hands have done: may God curse thy 
ftther and thy mother ! Remember the murder of 
the infants with thy arrows. As to thee, Haml, re- 
member thy words to my mother — " My purpose 
is to ravish thee, and assassinate thy children on 
ihy bosom." 

On hearing this, Hadifah turned towards Cius, 
saying, Eh I son of Zoheir, why doet thou upbraid 
me with thy words ? Cease these reproaches and 
reproofs, for I, by the f^th of an Arab, had I sworn 
to t^ee a thousand times a day, I would have be- 
trayed thee ; and had I been able to murder thee, 
and murder thy brothers, never would I have par- 
doned. Now then do as thou listeth, act as thou 
wilt ; leave not one of us to root out thy every ves- 
tige. As to me, bef<H:e thou earnest, I bad proposed 
that we should slay each other ; for we covet not 
life, whilst thou art on the face of the earth. But 
O my cousins, by the consanguinity of wombs that 
exists between us, do not bring us face to face— to 
con&ont each other is hard indeed : to catch each 
other's eye at such an hour is the severest of pangs. 
And Hadi&h hung hia head towards the ground. 
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and wept RetaUaUon fi>r childreDl cried Cab: 
come on, cou^ns, retaliate ! 

At the word, his brother Harith dismounted fiom 
htsli(n'se,aDd jnerced Hadifahwith his spear through 
the back, and the barb issued glittering through his 
bosom. He cut off his head, and remounted his 
horse, exchuming, O retaliation for Malik 1 and thus 
he spoke : 

*' Dig up the grave of our brother ; let him see 
" our exploits, when we grieve no more. O that 
" the earrii were riven over him, that Malik migbt 
" see the deeds of men. We have left the chiefs 
" of Beder at Hehat, spouting out death at our 
" spear p<nnts. Hadifah and HamI, sons of Beder 
" and JaUr, with Yezid and Betal, them have we 
" left dead round the weU, slain by our sharp In- 
" dian blades. We have slaughtered them, but it 
" was a cruel day to us, when death sped from 
" their arrows. They were the chieftains of men 
" wherever they went, and the lions of war in every 
" combat. TTiey wronged us, and perfidy leaves 
" every land a desert, deprived of its inhalntants.'' 

WhenRebiasawwhatHarith, sonofZohdr, had 
done, he also dismounted, and crying out, for re- 
taliation for my brother Talih ! he pierced Haml 
with his spear between the shoulders, and drove it 
out through his papa : then he pounced upon him, 
and cut off his bead, and thus spoke : 

" We have made the chiefe of Beder drink of the 
" cups of death with sword and spear at Hebat. 
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*' We have eDcircled them with calamities, and they 
" staggered over the plaio, but not intoxicated with 
" wine. In power the^ were the most puisEant of 
" the two tribes, and in every undertaking their 
" resolution was abundant. When they mounted 
" their generous steeds, their horses stirred up the 
" dusty cloud in every desert. When they even gave 
" away a little in their bounty, the country was filled 
" with the lend and sea of their liberality. Had 
" they nt> heirs, I should ever weep at what has 
" befallen them for their iniquity. But the youth 
" Haml, son of Beder, betrayed us, and treachery 
" roots out every recoUecdon. How oft I warned 
" them, but they Eonned ag^n, and they have died 
" against my will. Fortune beguiled them ; they 
" deceived us ; but the revolutjons of fortune de- 
" ceive every one. We are the losers by what we 
" have done. Alas ! alas ! to the sons of Beder ! 
" By destrdying their horsemen, we have cut off our 
" support, but I have eased the angmsh of my heart 
" among them." 

When Bebia had finished his verses, the reta- 
liators followed him, and cut olf the heads of the 
tiibe of Fazarah, and left them convulsed in death 
on the banks of the well. King Cai? observed the 
catastrophe, and his heart was appeased, till he re~ 
pented of having slaughtered them, for they were 
his coumns. He wept bitterly over them, and at 
thor miseries in Hie wild and waste, and thus he 
mourned their death : 

" Truly the day of Hebat has Iwougjit evil up(m 



ciq mod t, Google 



" us, and the oppressor has becoine tfie oppressed. 
" This is the day of wy lo^ng the' chiefs of the sons 
" of Beder, and they were stars in the eyes of all 
" beholders. I slew them because they wronged 
" me, and for their former perfidy. They emote 
" Dahis, and he was a generous steed : they mur- 
" dered Malik, and he was a noble youth. I have 
" sl^n them all, and I have assuaged the fire of my 
" heart ; but still the poisonoLis blast will increase iL 
" O that before I had sWn them, I. had been slaia, 
" or had lost all my sense of joy. By their perfidy, 
" they injured us: we have oppressed the whole 
" body, but their day was fixed by fate. My an- 
" guish increased when I heanl their cries, and 
" when we are no more, who will defend our 
" women* ?" 

When King Cais had 6nished his verses, the 
Absians shed torrents of tears. Just then, Husn, 
son of Hadifah, presented himself to the King, and 
kissed the ground. Then drawing his swoid, he 
surrendered it to Cais, and wept as he stood before 
him, saying. If it will appease thy heart, slaughter 
me thyself^ But King Cais burst into tears, and 
siud, Husn, hadst thou done this before, I should 
have stretched out my hand agmnst thee, but the 
bu^ness has been pushed too far already. Thou 
shalt lord over these people in the place of diy father ; 
I will protect thee, and respect thee. 

■ Tbe deitruction of tliia funilj' it tbe well of BcUt ia mentiooed 
bgrAbulfeiU, 
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And KiDg Cais remained there that night till the 
Btorning lustre shone, when he Bet out for the land 
of Abs. But they had scarcely lefl that spot, when 
lo ! 'a dust arose. See, what means this dust I cried 
Cais. The horeemen mored on, and returning, in- 
formed him that it was the dust of the women of 
Fazarah, with their daughters and infants, who were 
coming to take retaliation for their husbands. They 
are rig^t, sud Cais, for we have tortured them in 
th^ husbands. But turning towards Huai, he 
added, O my son, keep them off ; let thepi bury their 
dead, and let them demand the tai of Grod in their 
distresses. Upon this Husn returned, and sent away 
the women, whilst King C^s continued his journey 
home, full of woe and anguish, and thus he gave 
vent to his sorrows : 

" I am returning, but the deep of my eyes mil 
" torment me. My resolution is diminished ; my 
" courage is languid, at what the sons of Beder, son 
" of Amroo, have suffered of infamy at the well of 
" Hebat. We have tainted the water with the 
" blood of the tnbe, and its colour has appeared 
" like the Judas tree. I have appeased my spirit 
" on Ham], son of Beder, and my sword has as- 
" suaged me on Hadifah. They were of our fa- 
*' mOy, but they acted perfidiourfj to us, and the 
" perfidy of relatives can never be for^ven. They 
" excited the war of enmity and aggression in the 
" horse-race ; on the day of the match they were 
" obstinate in their hostility to us. So they have 
" suffered as the family of Abdul Modan suffered. 
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" Had they asked for mercy, I should have (orpven 
" them; but they perssted, and th«r death was at 
" hand. Though I have relieved my anguish vith 
" them, still I have cut off my own support, and 
*' my own strength.'" 

As King Cius spoke, tears streamed from the eyes 
of all (he warnors. They continued their journey 
till they reached the dwellings, and alighted at the 
tents ; and whrai they were quiedy established, the 
warriors came to King Cais to condole with him 
about the tribe of Fazarah, and to congratulate him 
on his victory aod triumph for seven days. 
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CHAPTER XXXfX. 



On the dg^th day came Antar and Mocri-uUwabsh 
unto Cais, accompanied by the Absian chieft^a. 
O King, said they, how loDg these tears, and this 
affliction ? The catastrophe of thy foes proceeds 
from thy good fwtune. It is over : it is now in- 
cumbent on thee to make feasts and entertwnments, 
and take advantage of tlus period of festivity. 

Thus they continued till they made him drink 
some wine; and on the second day he gave a mag- 
nificent feast at the lake of ZaUul-irsad, where the 
whole tribe of Abs was collected ; and when they 
had eaten, the-^vine was brou^t to them, and they 
converHed about their battles, commemorating their 
victories. O my cousins, said King Cais, that was 
our severest day, when we engaged the tribe of Fa- 
zarah ; Ibr on that day also drew near the armies of 
King Numan, with Mocri-ul-wahah, the Knight of 
Syria, and no one reUeved us from disasters, but our 
cousin Antar, and Mocri-ul-wahsh, on the day he 
became Antaj^s friend ; for then he performed deeds 
to be recorded. Mocri-ul-wahsh, pn hearing thi% 
started on his l^s, and kisaiog the King's hand, O 
K^g, said he, I used formerly to reckon myself 
amongst the valiant in war, and in the charge, till I 
, was overpowered by this swarthy knight, and this 
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lion <^ death ; but when I tasted of fats combat, I 
knew my o^nnioD of horsemen was false, and that I 
was a (txA among the brave ; for bravery is divided 
into two sorts : the first belongs to all mankind, the 
second is exclu^vely Antar's. 

Antar sprang up, and kissing him between the 
«yeB, eXcUumed, Witness for me, ye chiefs oi Abs 
9Dd Adnao, and all ye here present, that I am for 
ever the slave of this hero, and all the wealth and 
ptxipatj my power BbaiX obtain ahaH be made over 
to him ; let no one interfere on this point, and verily, 
I have engaged on my existence, that I will efiect 
his unicn with his Jiride Maseeka, daughter of the 
King of Hooran. To-morrow will I commence this 
undertaking ; for ye all know, that I ever assist the 
vnioa of absent lovers, and bow anxious I am to 
relieve the afflictions of those who sigh for each 
other ; thus, perhaps, the Lord Creator may faci- 
litate my bunness ; but I do not speak Uius in the 
way of compluut or oppo^tion to fate ; for that time 
jriU come, sooner or later, either by death or by s 
meeting and realization of hi^Ms. And as he spoke, 
he w'epL When Malik, his uncle, beheld his grie^ 
O son of my brother, he cried, running towards him 
iQ the excess of his malice and guile, by the faith of 
iln Arab, were I not afVaid of iiit«:cupting the feast, 
J. would wed my daughter, Ibla, to thee before to- 
norrow. But when the feasts of King Cais are 
concluded, we wilt consult aboutouraff^rs, and the 
Ci4p of joyb shall draw nigh. Thou knowest, O 
Abodfawari^ thou ait our protector in ev«ry pail, 
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Kmd from every toe. Moreover, we would have 
already terminated tbis business, and consummated 
all thy hopes, had it not been for the arrival of King 
Numan's troops, and the convulsions of the times. 
But now our troubles are removed from us, and 
by thy sWordevCTy opponent, every eneifly, has been 
'^ut to death, and diere remains no one, black or 
«hite, to thwart our wished No ! no ! exclium«d 
EmgCais, turning towards him, these excuses t wiE 
no longer admit or endure. As he spoke, he gave 
the cup to his wine-hearer, adding, listen to the 
Words I now say. O Wine-bearer t lock up this 
'cup, and keep it, for, by the fath of an Arrf), I 
will not again drink of wine, or interest mysdf lit 
any one affair, till my touan, Antar, be Wedded 
unto his cou^n, and his afBiction be refnoVed, All 
the he and she camels I possess shall be surpfllied fcfr 
-seven days, as also fodder for theh<»-se«. Arise this 
moment, he added, addressisg Malik, and prepare 
thy daughter. Malik quitted the presence of King 
C^, expressing his obedience and submission ; and 
the whole assembly Aspersed, Antar'a fnends re- 
joicing, and bis enemies sorrowing. When the 
family of Carad heard of Ibla^s marriage, they were 
dehghted, men and women,- daughters and sons ; 
they commenced their merry-making and joys, 
and grief was banished. Malik knew not what to 
do, and he felt aware his perfidy and machinations 
could av^ him nought ; for should he resist, the 
inorrow would see him dead ; bo he r^uured to his 
wife. Mother of Amroo, said he, prepare fat thy 
bb2 . 



c,qi,it!dt,.Google 



S7S AKTAtCt VJICIE COMIEKTI. . 

daughter's wedding, for she, in a few days, wi]I be 
married to her cousin, Antar. I verily blush before 
him, fgr he has acted so generously towards uS; but 
I have requited him with evil, and particularly at 
this time, wlien he has repulsed King NuniftD*8 
armies ; for had it not been for Antar's sword, we 
should all have been dispersed over the wilds and 
the wastes. When Ibla's mother heard this from 
her husbaud, she rejoiced on her daughter's account, 
for she loved Antar exceedingly for his intrepidity 
and superitH' excellence ; she was, moceover, con- 
vinced that Ibla could suit no one hut Antar, for he 
.alone could protect her. Bring Antar to me, stud 
Malik to his son. Amroo went forth and told Antar 
bis lather wanted him. So Antar sprang up and 
put <Hi bis finest clothes, and departing with Amroo, 
presented, himself to his uHcle, who arose and 
embraced bim, treating him witb great distincdon, 
and saying. Nephew, invite thy friends, and diy 
comrades, and thy associates, that we may prepare 
thy wedding, and accomplish thy wishes. At these 
ex{H^SEions, Antar's bosom dilated, and he was full 
of joy. He instantly started forth, and returning 
home, sent for Oorwah. . O !Ebe-ool-Ebyez, said 
Antar, my uncle has consented to my marriage, and 
has directed me to invite my friends and confe- 
derates, and in three days he will acquiesce in my 
desires, but I would put it off for ten days. O 
Aboolfawaris, said Oorwah, take advantage of the ' 
opportunity, and let our hearts be relieved of this 
anxiety., Ebe-ool-Ehyez, continued Antar, I 
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wish to send to all my friends, as I. fear they may 
otherwise reproach us, particularly the chief Boatam ; 
for he suiifered much with us, in the affairs of the 
Kepdehans. The least, s^d Oorwah, that you can 
wish to slaughter od your marriage, will be ten thou- 
sand he and she camels, for thy guests will be nu- 
merous.' O Ebe^ool-Ebyez, staA Antor, ten thou- 
sand shall not suffice for the slaves alone ; the least 
that I sh^ slaughter will be twenty thousand she 
camels, and twenty thousand he camels ; twenty 
thousand sheep, and twenty thousand goats, and 
a thouswid lions, for my guests will be many. I 
wish to make at Ibla's wedding five separate feasts ; 
I w'dl feed the birds and the beast^ the men and 
the women, the ^Is and boys, and not a »ngle 
person shall remain in the whole country but shall 
eat at IbWs marriage festival. Well, do as you 
please, Aboolfawans, sud Oorwah. Now write, 
added Antar, to the chief Bogtam, a letter, with my 
good wishes, to request his company, with all the 
warriors of the tiibe of Shiban ; and a second to 
Hassan, the Mazinite ; and a third to the chief 
Hijar, 'son of Aamir, the Kendehan ; and a fourth ' 
to Maadi Eereb, ^e Zebeedian ; and a fifth to the 
chief Mosbajaa, son of H<Man, the Khoolamian; 
and a sixth to King Niemet, son of Ashtar, lord of 
the land of Sawdah, and the volcano mountain. 
Thus be wrote' numerous letters to all the Arab 
tribes, and the number of letters he despatched to 
the tribes^ was three hundred and axty, to the 
three hundred and nxty tribes of Arabs of'the 
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cnHiTatecl and uncultivated plains ; and vhilst he 
iraa making preparations, O Ebe-ool-Ebyez, s^d 
lie to Oorwabj I wish you would go to the land of 
Syria, and procure some wine for us. Oorwah ex- 
pressed hb obedience, and mounting with his men, 
set out for the land of Syria, till he reached Azeilem, 
now called Mazeireeb, where he staid with his people, 
expecting the wine merchants. As to King Cais^ 
he ordered his slaves to bring forth his tents, and 
ptch the canopies and standards, and thus the whole 
tribe of Abs exhibited all their riches ; and it was 
a wonderful day in the diE^lay of the quantity of 
different coloured tents and decorated dwellings. 
The tents for the men were put on one side ; on the 
other were the tents for the women ; and they lelt 
secure from the night depredators of the time, ami 
the revolutions of events. Antar was at the summit 
of his happiness and delimit, congratulating himself 
on his good fortune and perfect felicity, all trouble 
and anxiety being now banished from his heart. 
Praise be to God, the dispenser of all grief from the 
hearts of virtuous men ! Antar every day mounted 
his horse, and roamed over the mountiuns and the 
hollows, hunting lions and tigers,' till he bad taken 
seven hundred lions and two hundred tigers, which 
he secured in a valley, and he stationed a number of 
slaves over them to feed them. He then exhibited 
the paviBon which he had brought with him from 
Chosroe, and ordered his slaves to pitch it for Ibht ; 
and when spread out, it occupied half the land of 
Shuidiafa, for it was the load of totiy camcJs ; and 
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there was an swnidg at the door of the pavilkni, 
underwbich four thouaandoftheAbraan horse could 
Bkirmish. It was embnndered with burnished gold^ 
studded with pre<ious stones and diamonds, inter- 
spersed with rubies, and emeralds set with rows of 
pearls, and there was piunted thereon a qiecimen of 
every treated thing, lurds, and trees, and towns, and 
cities, and seas, and continents, and beasta, and 
reptiles ; and whoever looked at it was conibunded 
by die variety of the representations, and by the 
brilliancy of the mlver and gdd ; and so magn^cent 
was the whole, that when the pavilion was pitched, 
the land of Shurebsh and Mount Saadi were ilia* 
minated by its splendor. The Al^fflans produce4 
dieir lichest stores ; in short, the dwellings appeared 
like a flower-garden ; the whole country was in 
^tatkm ; and the sun shone with reflected isyi. 
The happiest of all, at Antw''g marriage^eastf were 
King Cms and his brothers, and also the family of 
Carad ; for these days were like so many hdiday* 
to thenu As to the family of Zeead, their hearts 
were bursting. Oorwah was not absent more than 
three days, and on tbe'fourth day he appearsd, and 
with him abundance of wine ; and whilst thfsy were 
in this slate, behdd, some she camels advanced, 
and he cameb came fraward from the valleys and 
the mountains, amounting to uxty thousand ^e 
camels, and sixty thousand he camels ; and Antar 
ordered Shiboob to conduct three thousand of 
them to the mountuns, there to sUughter them, and 
fikin than, and feed the birds. Shiboob obeyed, 
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oid'went to tbe moun&ins, iHbere be eUu^tered 
the camels ; ai>d «s the slaves flayed them <^ their 
hides, Shiboob ascended tbe highest mounttun, and 
died out in a loud vc«ce, O ye birds of prey, ye 
voltures of death ! cOme down and eat of Antat'*s 
'msrnage.feBit ; he this day invites ye all Tbe 
next day, he took two thousand more, and slaugh- 
tered them on the mountiun-tope, crying out, O ye 
voracious lions, ye mighty tigers, all of ye come 
down and eat of the maniage-feast of Antar, e<»i of 
Shedad, for he this day invites ye alL Ailet this, 
Antar ordered the butchers to slaughter he and 
she camels, and sheep, and fattened deer, and to 
prepare every species of viand, and to make the wine 
to £ow, and to decorate the dwellings of his'gueets 
and finends for four days, when lo ! there appeared 
a dust. Antar and tbe Abmns nwiunted to meet it, 
and tbe dust <^>ened and discovered tbe chief 
Boetam, accompanied by a thousand horsemen of 
the tiibe of Shiban. Antar saluted him and bis 
(xxnrades, and conducted Uiem to a magnificent 
tent, mid they presrated them meat of the fiesh of 
elieep and deer. The next day, also, was seen ad- 
vaiunng towards them a cloud of dust, which the 
Abuans yr&O. out to meet, when lo ! it discovered 
Hassan the Mazinite, Prince Mabk's foster brother, 
and in his rear were seven thousand horsemen, all 
mailed and armed. Antar received them, and c(M1> 
ducted them to a magnificent tent, supplying them 
abundantly with meat and wine. They reposed till 
itKMiuog, Wheti h ! a dust again arose : Antar and 
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the Alxdans went out to meet it, and Maadi^^lreb, 
the Z^xedian, appeared, accompanied with nine 
thousand horserora of the tribes of Zebeed, Khitaam, 
and McA«d. Antar rec^ved and acconuoodated 
tbem with a sapnb dwelling : he treated diem most 
hoajHtid}!;, and supplied them with abundance of 
wine. They passed a n^t of joy and fesdvitj ; 
and in the morning there appeared another dust, 
and it discovered a knight close-viBored and per- 
fectly formed. The warriofs marked him, and he- 
hold it was the chief Hijar, son of Aamir, the Keo- 
dehan, accompanied with eight thousand heroes of 
Eendeh, all famed, for their bntvery and firmness. 
The Absians and Antar rec^ved them, and saluting 
them, conducted tbem to a magnificent nutmnon, and 
presented them meat and wine, paying tbem every 
attention. On the next day there was seen another 
dust, and it cleared away from the diief Mosbajaa^ 
son of HoBan, the Khoolanian, attended by seven 
thousand horsemen of the tribe of Khoolan. The 
tribe of Abs and Adnan rec^ved him, and made 
him alight at a splendid tent, overwhelming tbem 
mth meat and wine. Antar was delighted at their 
arrival, and treated them all with distinguished 
. hospitality. The Absians continued in this state of ' 
mirth and merriment, receiving in succession all the 
Arab tribes of Adnan and Cahtan. (Were. I to 
write down, says Asmaee, all the Arab trib^ that 
asusted at Antar's nuptials, the tongue would fail, 
and the bearer be wearied, and the hook be filled ; 
BO we have .abridged the account.) 
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The Arabs conUnued to flock into tbe laqd <^ tbiQ 
tribe of Aba and Adoaq, till the vilderness aod dtr. 
sert vere criunnied, as also the mouotains and s^iKh 
hills. Praise be to God, the enricher df maakind ! 
AntHF ordered the butchers to skughter night and 
day, and the cooks to copk day And lught, and tb^ 
alaves to prepare bread and pastry : and all the 
tribe of Abs stood wfuljng in attendaoce on the Ax^ 
chiefs, and inhalntants of the yilds and wastes, even 
to King Cua himself and all his brothra^ There 
were reckoned, by one who was present at Antar'a 
marriage, one hundred and forty-five thousand war- 
riors, lords of the sword-blow and spear-thnist; 
. and the total of those who were present, men and 
women, amounted to three hundred thousand. 
Power is with the only God, great and munificent I 
On this account, Antar's wedding was known &e 
and ^(^B in those days ; and when these tribes 
were assembled, the countrj was too confined ibr 
them i so that brother could not see his brother, noK 
son distinguish where stood his &ther. Antiur 
ordered the chamberlains to spread carpets, that the 
Tictiials might not sptul, and that they might eat 
walking, eat standing, e^ on horseback, eat sittings 
and eat in their sleep: and there was not one but- 
was satisfied with every variety of meat. (Whereas^ 
says Asmaee, I was at Mecca when I heard of An- 
tar''s i)upUals ; I hastened to the land of Sburebah, 
that I might be an eye-witness, and write down 
what I saw ; and when I arrived, I perc^ved an 
infinity of things that had never been meDtimed 
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before ; and I reckoned that Antar had expended 
in barley, and wheat, and millet, and other gmio, 
seven hundred and seventy Irdebbs*.} 

They chus'contmued in constant enj^twent: the 
horsemen every morning mounted thar steeds, 
flourishing their arms and tilting on the plains, till 
the heat became too powerful, when they returned 
to the tents, where they found provisions prepared, 
minced meats served up, and victuals all ready and 
cooked. They ate, and the wine-bearers supplied 
them with generous old wine ; and thus they went on 
seven days and nights, Qn the eighth day, the 
chief Bostam sprang up on his legs, and kisung the 
ground before Antar, presented him the present* 
be had brought with him,con^ting of one hundred 
of the finest horses, with their accoutrem^ts and 
armour; fifty balls of the most fragrant musk ; fifty 
dishes of ambergris, and a hundred chains of the 
purest gcAd ; a hundred robes of velvet, two thou- 
sand she camels, and two thousand he camels, with 
one hundred female slaves ; and thus he addressed 
him: 

" May heroes rejoice in the continuance of thy 
" glory, and the noble witness the abundance of thy 
" greatness ! may every day be renewed to thee in 
5' life, and every joy be in its return more plentiful '. 
"Thine is a palm for mankind, that ^ves com&rt 
** with wealth, and every bounty ; thy hand is weH 

• One Iidcbb U cqntl to tftMa IiH^df. 
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" known, and its celebrated munificence testifies it. 
" May the generosity o£ thy right hand never ftdl, 
" as my heart will never fail in its love for thee : 
" may this wedding be propitious to thee amongst 
" men. O knight of knights, and of noble heroes, 
*' accept tfae presents of one most grateful to thee. 
" O Aboolfawaris, thou most merciful <^ warriors, 
*' mayest thou never ful in thy beuefioence ! may 
" thy joys abound to thy ^«tification, and may thy 
*' abundance ever increase." 

Antar accepted his preseats, and seated him ac- 
cording to his rank. Then the chief Maadi Kereb 
advanced, and kissing the grouitd, presented one 
thousand she camels, and one tho^isand be camels ; 
five hundred horses, with their accoutrements and 
armour; one hundred robes of crimson nlk; 
twenty strings of jewels ; twenty dishes of amb^- 
gris ; twenty balls of the most predous musk ; one 
hundred male slaves, and as many female slaves; 
and as he requested Antar's acceptance, he thus 
spoke: 

*■ This day, its light is illumined by thy nuptJals, 
" and the glory of its lustre is raised by thy happy 
" star. Antar of horsemen, rejoice in the ac- 
" complishment of every hope and wbh. The 
*' night, whenever thou comest, loses its obscurity; 
'' and the desert, wherever thou art, loses its barren. 
*' ness ! Glory, then, above all jnen, in thy pro- 
" flperity ; all confess thy greatness is their greatness. 
" In thy beneficence accept, my lord, a present 
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'* from one, whose possesiaons ate all thine. Kindly 
*' regard thy slave, who is come ■ to thee, and 
" shouldst thou refuse him, it will prove his ruin." 
Antar thanked him for his verses, and accepting 
his present, seated him accordiag to hb rank. Then 
came forward the Chief Hldjar, son of Aamir, the 
£endehan, and kissing the ground before Antar, he 
presented one thousand she camels, and two thou- 
sand he camels; five hundred horses, with th^ 
accoutrements and armour ; 6ve strings of jewels ; 
one hundred robes of twisted velvet ; twenty halls 
of musk ; five thousand sheep ; one hundred male 
slaves, and a hundred female ; and thus he spoke : 
" The generosity of all generosity is seen, when 
" thou odvancest with a shout ; and mankind has 
" proved it at the time thou chargest in the 6eld. 
" Thou art extolled on high, at the moment when 
" every great man, noble as he is, cries out to thee 
" for aid. Thou art celebrated for thy liberality in . 
" the eloquence of Persia, for the hand of the most 
" bountiful is found niggardly by thee. Thou art 
'* a youth whose every thought, dispo^tion, word, 
" and act are magnificent, in spite of thy maliuous 
" foes. Thou art a youth that hast mounted to the 
*''Stimmitofpnuse, lofty as it b; and must bear its 
" accumulated weifj^t, heavy as it is. Enight of 
" Battle, may thy nupUals be propitious to ihee ! 
. " thou paragon of horsemen, at the moment thou 
" leadest the cluu^ ! Accept, I conjure thee, ibis 
" present &om me, and excuse its insufBcimcy, O 
'• my lord and my ftiend !" 
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Aotar thanked him for his address, and accepltlng 
Hs present. Seated him according to his rank. Then 
advanced Hassan, the Mazinite, who kissed the 
ground, and presented seven hundred horses, with 
dinr accoutrements and armour ; and three thousand 
he and she camels; two thousand goats, Bfxd two 
thousand sheep ; twenty^ velvet garments ; twen^ 
neckhtces ; twenty balls of musk, and twenty dishes 
(^ambergris; with a hundred male slaves, and as 
tnany female ; 'and thus he spoke : 

•* Shall others congratulate thee ? but I will never 
** cease to felicitatfe thee. Knight of Knights, in 
" the day of horrors thou art the lion, and the van- 
** quisher of the brave. The chiefs have accorded 
*' thee the inheritance of eloquence ; 'tis well, foi- 
*' thou art wiser than Sohban * himself: accqrt these 
** presents of one bound in gratitude to thee, O thou 
*' ray refuge, (ny crown, and my defeiider l" 
- Antar thanked him for his address, and accepting 
his presents, seated him according to his rank. Then 
sprang forward Moshajaa, Chief of the tribe of 
Khoolan, and presenting a thousand horses, with all 
their econutrements, and four thousand he and she 
camels ; ten thousand sheep ; ten ^k cushions ; a 
hundred velvet robes ; fifty balls of musk, and fifty 
Jdbhes of ambergris — he requested hb acceptance, 
iuid thus addressed him : 

" Hail to thy hand, that has no bounds ! - Prose 
** and rhyme fml to express my thanks. How can 

* A king celf^ted fbt hii wiidom. 
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" gratitnde.be conveyed to the noble hero, when thfe 
" Pisces and the Lyra fall short of it ? He pos- 
*' sesses those virtues of liberality, could I describe 
** them, the age would be adorned, and fortune 
*• would boast thereof. His lingers are the dew, and 
" his muoificence the falling shower : his virtues a 
" g&rden, &ai his words flowers. Rejoice in the 
'* happiiiess that tnay bring thee glory ; and nuptials 
** that mij produce festivity and triumph ! Accept, 
*' then, I beseech thee, of me, this present ; and ex- 
" tend thy pardon, my lord, for its insufficiency." 

Antar accepted his presents, and seated him 
Bccordidg to his rank ; when up spring the Chief 
Obad, wa^ presenting five hundred horses with th^r 
hounngs and Armour; three thousand he and sh6 
camels; five thousand goats; two thousand sheep; 
two hundred dishes of ambergris ; two hundred balls 
of precious musk, and a thousand robes of crimson ' 
eSk ', with oiie hundred male slaves, and as ntany 
female ; he thus expressed hb admiration of Antar: 

** Is there for judgment any justice-throne but 
"thinie? Beyond thycourtisthereanyhopeamongst 
"man? Had a man wished to express pr^se or 
*' gratitude before this, rhymes would have failed. 
" O, by the Lord of Heaven, were all languages to 
" be heaped together, poetry would fall short of 
*' what I feel, l^hon art the man, were it not for ■ 
*' whose sword, there would be no refuge for the 
** hopes of mortals. Marriage is noble among men, 
." and tndy in ibee is proved what futurity will never 
" produce. Thy success is peculiarly thine own ; 
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" DO abeae of ^lory is there, but Uiine ann was there 
" seen extendoi — munificence, resolution, and con^ 
" Ttncing wisdom ! What is the ram ? or the lion ? 
" or the Bvord ? the hero of horsemen, when the 
" armies close ; the lion of armies, when the annied 
*' close. As to his virtues, their liberality every p&i 
** titioner has wtnessed ; but on the day of hattlej 
" they are absynth. He protects those who beg 
" his mercy; his benignity enriches before they even 
" ask. Accept then the presents of one, who is come 
*' to thee in joy— whose power truly depends on 
*• ihee. Never will I praise any one but thee; for 
*' in the qualities of thy glory I shall cite proverbs 
" among men. O thou, my friend, my associate ! 
" miay nothing ever disturb or taint thy happiness 1" 

Antar expressed his thanks, and congratulated 
him, and accepting his presents, seated him accord- 
ing to his rank. Then came forward Niamet, son 
of A^htar, who presented a thousand horses, with 
their accoutrements and armour; and a hundred 
necklaces of jewels, and a thousand crimson silk 
robes; five thousand he and she camels; twenty 
thousand sheep; two hundred male slaves, and as 
many female ; one hundred balls of preraous musk ; 
one hundred dishes of ambergris. And as he re- 
quested Antar's acceptance, he thus honoured him : 

" To describe thee would require all We can say 
" or write. It is no wonder that we are pnJix or 
" flowery. Thy deeds and thy greatness must ever 
" be known: why should we not detml thy eul<^, 
*' and compose verses on thee ? If indeed there be 
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*' no end to words, there is also no term to thy vir- 
" tues. Should glory itself um st thy h^ht, ex- 
" ceefUagthe distaoceoifthestara, it might approach 
" thee ; and should it not reach so high, thou hast 
" attuned that supremacy we cannot describe, how- 
" ever we extend our expresaons and our rhymes. 
** Man b totally unable to praise the worth of a 
*' hero, who puts at nought every eulo^st, and 
" every- admirer. As to his actions, his bounty to 
" his foes is <ated from east to west. Fens of spears 
** have inscribed his genero»ty, and tongues of In- 
- *' dian swords have spoken of him in the £asL His 
" scimitar has rused him to a pinnacle of glory, oc 
" theveryextremityoffame, farandnear. Herideea 
" high>mettled steed that never falters, and deals out 
" death to the enemy. May this marriage be au- 
" spicious to thee, thou Knight of war, and mayst 
'* thou succeed in every attempt ! May the world 
" be ever a garden under thy coounand, and by thy 
** bounty may it be refreshed vidth showers ! Ac- 
" cept from me a present that I offer thee, fiir thou 
" art skilled and daring in every deed. May thy 
" existence never fiul us ! thou art our object, and 
" we con^der thy generosity as the utmost boimdaiy 
" of our wishes." 

The heroes and warriors wexe much dehghted. 
Antax thanked him for his address, and accepting 
his presents, seated him according to Us ranL 

Now when all the Arab chie& had presented th«r 
offerings, each aconrding to his <arcumstam;e3, Antax 
toee, and colled out to Mocri-4il-wabah ; O Knjght 
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of Sjiia, said h^ let aU the he and she camels, high 
priced lioi^es, and all tlie vatious rarities I have re- 
ceived thia day, be a present from me to you. But 
the perfumes of ambergris, and fragrant musk, be- 
long to my counn Ibla; and the slaves shall form 
my army and troops. (The number of slaves Antar 
received that day amounted to two thousand five 
hundred ; to whom he gave as many horses, and as 
many damsels, and also arms and weapons; and they 
all mounted when he rode out, and halted when he 
halted.) 

When the Arab chiefi heard Antar's harangue, 
and how he had given away all his property, they 
marvelled athisgeneroMty; and they requested him 
to terminate his nuptials, fearful of any treachery 
or opposition. O Arabs, said King Cius, your 
earnestness shall not be thrown away upon us, 
nor your visit to us be unavailing; for ye are the 
horsemen of magnanimity, and joy should ever suc- 
ceed to difficulties. It was the jusdce of fortune tfiat 
released Antar frcKn the bonds of servitude, and en- 
dued him with liberahty, intrepidity, and boldness 
in arms; and he is become our chamjnon, and the 
remover of all our pains and sorrows. 

Rebia was highly indignant at this speech ; and 
as King Cms observed him, O Rebia, he added, 
verily Antar deserves even more than this, for he haa 
been patient, and has never failed us; he has pro- 
tected our wives and our families ; and there is no- 
thing to be done but to conclude the marriage. 

And when the Arabs heard this, they kissed the 
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' ground before bim. Bravo ! exclainied Antar, 
springing fiwrard from behind them. All ye that 
are present here, know that I am the slave of this 
Afaaian tribe ; I will redeem it with my life and my 
property from every distress, and every calamity; 
from every misfortune and every adversity: if they 
marry my cousin to me, I consent ; if they still re- 
^Bt, I will have patience ^ if they wish to delay me, 
it is for them to command ; but whatever they do, 
I shall still be the object of insult and envy. O 
Aboolfawaris, exclaimed they all, there is no oppf>- 
slion to the nuptials — thou art our knight imd our 
cliam^non. Upon which Antar ordered ten thou- 
sand he and she cam^ to be slaughtered that day, 
and alao twenty thousand ^eep, and twenty thou- 
sand goats, and a thousand lions and honesses. 

Then mounted the Chief Bostam, with the tribe 
{^ Shiban, and the Chief Hijar, with the people of 
Kendeh ; and Maadi Eereb, with the tribeof Zebeed ; 
and Moshajaa, with the tribe of Ehoolan ; and Ha- 
tal, with the tribe of Ghiftan ; and also King Cais, 
with the tribe of Abs and Adnan i and Hassan, the 
Mazinite; andBowdhab,sonofMeneea; and King 
Niamet, son of Asfatar ; and Rebia, son of Zeead ; 
and also all the facHBemen : and the whole desert was 
iUumioedwith the flash of helmets, and armour, and 
oorslets. Tbey gave the bridles to their horses, and 
tilted and jousted with each other with barbless 
spears, till midday. (It was now the season of the 
sfHing, and the country was enamelled vith the lustre 
(^ the new-bwn flowerets.) 

cc2 
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And the gun being risen to the meridian vault of 
heaven, the warriors returned to their tents and the 
dwellings that were fixed for them : there the dinner 
was already served up for them, and there was not 
one but found before him a portion nf the lion's flesh, 
of which the men ate till they were satisfied, and 
then came the wine-bearers round with cups and 
goblets. 

Afterwards, Antar directed them to lay out a se- 
cond range of tables, covered with victuals for the 
poor, and the orphans, and the widows. Bis orders 
were obeyed; and the herald proclaimed, Whoever 
wants meat and provisions, let him reptur to the* 
kitchen of Antar, son of Shedad. So all the giria 
and boys, women audchildren, advanced; and Aniar 
stood up with his brothers, wcuting on all the noble 
guests amongst the slaves and attendants : but King 
' Cais prohibited Antar from serving in such menial 
offices. 

Now there was a curious custom current among 
the Arabs at that period. The ntght on which a 
bridegroom should wed his wife, they brought a 
quantity of camel packsaddles, and heaped them one 
upon the other, decorating them with magnificent 
garments. Here they conducted the bride, and 
having seated her on high, they said to the bride- 
groom, Come on, now for tliy bride! And the 
bridegroom rushed forward to carry her off,- whilst 
the youths of the tribe drawn up in line, right and 
left, with staves and stones in tlieir hands, as sow 
as tbe bridegroom rushed forwards, began beating 
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and pelting him, and dcai^lttteir utmost to prevent 
his reaching his wife. If a rib oc ao were broken in 
the atFtdr, it was well for him ; were he killed, it was 
his destiny. But should he reach his. wife in safety, 
die people quitted him,and no one attempted to ap- 
proach him. (I inquired about this circumstance, 
says Asmaee, and what it was they were about. 
Asmaee, they answered, the meaning of this b to 
eshibit the bride to the warriors, that should her 
husbiuid die, any one else might take a fancy to 
her, and take her off.) 

At this period, as Antar^s nuptials were began, 
King Cais assembled his brothers ; £now, sons of 
my father and my mother, siud he, this night is the 
night of Ibla's appearing in state to Antar ; and I 
fi»r that some enemy of his may betray him : but 
this custom has prevuled for ages past My ofunion, 
sud Harith, is, thfit diis custom should be abolisbed 
with respect to Antar, and renewed with every one 
else. 

King Cais saw the expediency of such advice, 
and accordingly ordered the herald to procl^m to 
the assembled nations, that King C^s, King of the 
tribe of Abs and Adnan, ordiuns that every one 
who attends Ahtar's nuptials with a sword, or staff, 
or any instrument, shall be put to death, and Ins 
property be j^ven to Antar : and I will excuse, says 
the King, those who make offerings, and I will be 
impartial to those who take warning: for I have 
abolished this custom at the nuptials of Antar; but 
I shall reinforce it on every future o(x»^un. Thus 
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proclumed the herald throughout the tents ol the 
tribe of Abs and Adnan. The Arabs heard it, and 
all Antar''s fnendB were exceedingly pleased at the 
precaution thus taken. 

Now when Amarah heard that Antar was about 
to (XHisunimate hb marriage with Ibla, he was seized 
with a vident fever, and an ague-fit suddenly fell 
upon his whole body. He sent for forty of his 
slaves, and exdling their avarice, ordered them to 
be on the watch the night of Ibla's marriage with 
Antar, that they should rush unawares upon him^ 
and put him to death. They went away in order 
to execute Amarah's commands ; but hearing the 
proclamations among the tents, that no one should 
att^id Antar's wedding with arms, they returned, 
and told Amarah of the circumstance. Then his 
heart burst — he started up, and ran to hiaJ>rother 
Rebia, exclaiming, O my brother, I am dying. 
AVhat's the matter now, my fine fellow ? said Rebia. 
Amarah related his disappdintment ; but added to 
Rehia, You have frequented the privacies of kings, 
and have travelled over lands and countries : ao ex- 
plain to me some deadly herb, that I may give it 
this slave in such a manner that no one may know 
any thing about iL Amarah, stud Rebia, I know 
of an electuaiy, which one of King Numan's con- 
fidants explained to me, saying, Rebia, this is an 
electuary ; should any one eat thereof, it will extin. 
giush the burning warmth of his body ; and, for one 
day and night, EJiould it circulate through his frame, 
he will sink into a state of inanition and lethat^. 
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Brother, said Anutrah, ^ve me some of tliis dec- 
tuary, that I may give it this b)ack Antar to eat. 
And wbowill ^ve it Antar to eat ? sfud Rebia. My 
female slave Eehla, said Amarah ; Sbemisa, Ibla^s 
handmaiden, is very fond of her, and this day, very 
early, she will go to assist her. Upon this Rebia 
gave Amarah the electuary, which he took, and 
returned home. 

Now this slave-^rl Kehia was in high favour with 
Amarah, for she was in lieu of Ibla to him, and 
when he came home be sent for her. Kehia, sud 
he, I have an important affair for you , and t c»anot 
trust its execution to any hands but yours. What's 
this mighty affair, my lord P said Kehla. I want 
you, continued Amarah, to take this electuary with 
you, when Ebemisa invites you to the feast, and 
take special care to mix it with AnUir's meat, that 
he may eat of it. But, my lord, said Kehla, what 
are the effects of this medidne, should any one eat 
it? It Is not, deadly? I should never escape out of 
the bands of the family (^ Carad. No, no I Kehla, 
said Amarah, it is not deadly ; it is a drug to exdtie 
hatred, and you well know what I have suffered on 
account of Ibla, and now at last Antar has got the 
better of me ; he has taken her by force, and all my 
wish is, that he may eat this drug, so that he may 
bate her. E^Ia expressed her obedience ts hia 
oommands, and Amarah was aU joy and delight, 
recommending her to keep the afitur se(a«t. 

Kehla took the drug, and set out for Antar's 
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feast; and when the arrived, Ae saw one of tlie 
Carad slaves, called Naeem, standing in attendance 
atnoDgst the other slaves; round his head was a 
crimson turban, and be wore one of Antar's honorary 
robes. Kehla was passionately in lore with him; 
and wben she saw him bo fine, she stud to berseU^ 
"Ta true Amarah loves me, but he will not let me 
go out to the pastures and meet tny beloved — he 
says this medicine is good to produce hatred, so the 
heat thing I can do will be to ^ve it my master, 
Amarah, himself to eat, that he may hate me, and 
let me go out to the pastures ; and I will let -Ajitsr 
be happy. So she went to Khemisa, Ibla's hand- 
miuden, and related wbat had occurred with Ama- 
rah; and giving her the medidne, Khemisa, said 
she, there is nothing to be done but foryou to infuse 
this drug into the meat, and take it to my master, 
Amarah ; for he will not refuse it from your hands. 
Khemisa acquiesced, and taking the drug from her, 
put it into a platter full of meat, smothered with 
Baffi-on and gravy; and having thug melted the drug 
in the meat, she carried away the dish, and went in 
search of the Chief Amarah, before whom ^e p]tuxd 
it. As soon as he saw Ehemisa, be asked her about 
Kehla. My lord, she replied, I lefl her waiting on 
my master, Antar ; and I have brought you this 
meaL Amarah was hi^ly pleased, and said, Let 
not Kehla delay ^ving Antar the medicine to eat ; 
and let the shtve be a Black greasy Fot, as Relna 
has said. And he ate up the whole meat ; in the 
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excess of iaa jc^ licking the very dish with lus 
tongue. However the meat was not long settled in 
his stomach before he felt the effects of the drug. 

And now when the Arabs assembled for Antar^s 
marriage had eaten their dinner, ^e cups of wine 
it&K brought round to them ; the men and women 
were promiscuously moving together ; the prU came 
forth, and the Blave-womea were amuang tbem- 
eelves, enjoying the happy moments. Hola ! cried 
the matrons and the vir^ns, we will not remain 
covered on Antar's marriage. And they threw aside 
thor veils, and the full moons appeared in all th«r 
lustre ; and they flaunted the branches of their forms 
in the excess of tlieir delight ; and it was a famous 
day for them. By the faith of an Arab, s^d the 
matrons and vir^s, we will not remain thus con- 
cealed behind these curtains ; the doors shall not be 
^ut uftm us; we will see Ibla in her magnificence, 
and we wiU walk in her train, and make our offer- 
ings to her and Antar, and we will not keep a dar- 
hem or a dinar to ourselves ; for a h^ipier night 
than this can never be, and no one but a madman 
would miss it. 

When the women of the tribe of Carad heard this, 
ihey yrete alarmed for the scandal and censure that 
would thus be occa^oned : so th«y resolved to finbh 
Ibla''s ceremony. They clothed her in die most 
magnificent robes and Chosroweeaa garments, and 
superb necklaces; they placed thecoronetofChosroe 
aa her head, and tiaras round her forehead. Ibla 
was remarkable for her beauty and loveliness : the 
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tirewomen surrounded her, and they requested An- 
tar to let her c«»ne forth in state. He gave them 
permission, whilst his brothers and slaves stood 
round the paviUon with thdr swords, and javdins, 
and weapons. He ordered them to place a lofty 
throne for Ibla in front of the pavilion. They exe- 
cuted his commands — they lighted brilliant and 
scented candles before her, and spread afar the odour 
of aloes and camphor, and scattered the perfumes 
of amber^s and musk — the lights were fixed in 
candlesticks of gold and ^Iret^— the torches blazed— 
and whilst the women shouted and raised tb^ vcnces 
to whistles and screams, l\ia came forth in state. 
In her band she bore a drawn sword, whose lustre 
daezled the eyesight. All present gave a shout; 
whilst the malicious and illnatured cried aloud, 
What a pity that one so beautiful and fair should 
be wedded to one so black I As to the Chief Ama- 
rah, he felt that his life had quitted his body, and 
the universe appeared all darkened to him ; be was 
stupefied, and in the greatest consternation; and 
though he wished to stand up,, he fell down, for an 
arrow from Ibla's eyes shot him, and be was upset 
I know, siud he to himself, this black slave will be 
happy with Ibla; but I must put a stop to tlii* 
business ; sa he ran home, and took two necklaces 
of jewels, and went with them to Simiah, Shedad's 
wife. O ^imiah, stud he, I have a parUcular favour 
to b^ of you ; I wish you would fulfil it, and take 
these two necklaces of jewels. What is it you want« 
my WdF said Simiah. What I want of you, said 
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Amarah, is to say to Zebeeba, Antar's moth^, , 
God forbid you should do such an act, Zebeeba I 
If she asks you what you mean by this speech, tell 
her, Your son Antar has endured much vexation ; 
but hia trouble is not lost, for Ibia, afta: having 
been hie foster-^Bter, ie now become his wife. Ze- 
beeba is but of little wit, Eo she will perhaps teU her 
Wn Antar ; and should she say, I nursed Ibla with 
your milk, may be his high spirit will mount up, 
and he will, uot veature near his bride. Amarah's 
intention was to stop Antar's marriage that night, 
that the mediqne might have its full effect upon 
him, ignorant, as he was, ^at the drug was in his 
own bowels. Simiah agreed to his proposal, for she 
much coveted the necklaces. Amarah departed, his 
heart full <^joy. Simiah turned towards the pavi- 
lion, and met an immense concourse of people, all 
huddled one upon another. The candles were 
burning, and the torches were waving — Ibla came 
forth in state, looking about right and left, and as 
some one has described : 

" She exhibited the play of her charms in her 
" features and her form, as her elc^nt shape moved 
" about. She looked and shot arrows from her eye* 
'^ la^es, and threw amongst us penetrating darts. 
" The beauties of her face exclaimed to her adnurersj 
" Be not ignorant, and attadi yourselves to her 
" charms. Every charm was united in her that 
" could captivate the senses, when ^e ^ther sat stjU 
** ormoved." 
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Wbea Ibla had appeared in state amongst the 
people, her mother took the sword out of her hand, 
and wished to dress her a second time ; but fire and 
animaticm seized Antar; urged by his pride, he 
darted at Ibla, and snatched her off the throne of 
state like a sparrow, and entered the pavilion with 
her, leaving ptun and regret in the hearts of all the 
bystanders: but Shiboob and Jareer remained at 
the door of the pavilion, protecting their brother 
frmn every harm. 

Simiah, Sbedad'swife, imparted to Zebeebawhat 
Amarah had instructed her to say ; and as Zeheeba 
was very deficient in sense, and not a little careless, 
die let her son alone till he had entered the tent 
with his cou^n' Ibla, when she went to him, and 
seating herself by his nde, congratulated him on his 
marriage, O my son, smd she, thanks be to God 
that thy trouble has not been thrown away, for Ibla^ 
sAer having been thy sister, is become thy bride. 
But, my son, do not tell any one of this. At these 
words the light became dark in his eyes. What is 
this you say, my mother ? he cried. Know, my son, 
s«d his mother, that I irequendy suckled Ibla with 
thy milk. And why did you not inform me of this 
circumstance before nowP asked Antar. Because, 
replied Zebeeba, I never thought you would obtain 
her. But now I tell you; so do as you please. 
And away she went. Antar was bewildered at the 
vit^sffltudes of fortune; he did not approach Iblaj 
■ but passed the night reflecting on the misfortune* 
directed against him from all quarters. 



ciq mod t, Google 



jtaiARAH'il COMFUIIOH AND MIBSttV. ^7 

As to Amat^, he returned home, atid sent for 
Kehla : when she came, he ordered her to bring him 
cups and goblets, which she did; and when he 
had drunk three cups of wine with her, and was 
caressing her, he fell almost senseless. Amarah was 
startled, and in despur ; Surely, said he to her, you 
have not made any mistake with the drugs ! What^s 
that you say ? cried Eehia ; it is all your aversion 
for me that makes you speak thus : you saw Ibla 
this evening, and have been looking at her charms. 
Amarah remained doubtful, whether to believe it or 
not ; sometimes talking of the drugs, and sometimes 
of the wine, till he perceived a lethargy come over 
his limbs and senses; and he was in a dreadful state 
' of confusion. 

As to Antar, he remaned, as we said, till day 
dawned, when Ibla's mother came in, with the 
women of the Carad family, to congratulate her on 
her marriage, as was customary. They entered; 
but seong her exceedingly distressed, her mother 
asked, What was the matter p O my mother, said 
Ibla, my cou^n kives me not ; and says iie has 
heard scnnething that must part us for ever. 

At hearing this, her mother was greatly exas- 
per^ed. She swt fto- Antar ; What have you done 
here ? cried she. You black ! you cuckold ! do you 
wish to make us a scandal among the Arabs ? What 
has happened? What's the matter? my mistress, 
said Antar. You have taken my daughter by force, 
smd Shereeha, ' and have kept oif all suitors and 
lovers ftom her ; and now she is yours, yoa have 
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cast her from your heart, and don't care about her. 
I (leare you will tell me what this means, for never 
will I quit you till it is cleared up. I will take away 
my daughter, if you don't want her ; but if you are 
a nasty greasy pot, I will put you on woman's 
clothes, and give you a hurdy-gurdy or a duldmer, 
you filthy fellow ! my mistress, rephed Antar, 
didst ev^ see any one approach hb sister, or coa> 
^dei hex as his wife ? Who's your sister F said She- 
reeha. Ibla, replied Antar ; and then he told her 
what his mother Zebeeba had related to him: 
' Whither and how ? cried Shereeha : I was not iMg 
with Ibla tiU you vBre ten years old, and you were ' 
constantly roaming about the wilds and mountains, 
tending camels and sheep; and she immediately 
sent for Antar's mother : Zebeeba, s^d she, hast 
thou at any lime suckled Ibla with Antar's milk ? 
I don't understand you ; I know nothing about it, 
said Zebeeba. My mistress Simiah desred me to 
say. all this to my son Antar. O my mistre^ one 
night I was in a deal of trouble ; I lay down, and 
I was terribly agil^fted about this sad aff^r : I was 
BO confused that I said to myself. Which is tallest, 
I or my son ? pnd when I stood by him, I perceived 
that I did not come up to his knees ; then I thought ' 
he was my father, and that I was his daughter. 
When Ibla's mother and the other women heard 
this, they all laughed ; but as Shereeha wished to 
know the truth of it. What could you mean fay 
these sUggestionsP siud she to Simlah; thus to 
diaturb th« hapfweas of my daught^ and her 
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cousin t Shereeha, said Simiah, know then, that 
Amarah gave me this diamond necklace, and made 
me swear to instruct Zebeeba thus ; but though I 
was aware no one could possibly prove the fact, Z 
could not reconcile myself to the loss of this neck- 
lace merely for a word or so, feeling assured that 
for this night my son would bear with me. Antar's 
countenance now brightened with joy, and liis bosom 
expanded with delight. Away, then, said he to the 
women, you have finished your congratulations. 
He went to Ibla, and as he looked at her, he 
thought of Zebeeba's expressions, and all she had 
ami to procrastinate his happiness, and thus he 
spoke : 

" Zebeeba thought Ibla was her daughter ; Ze- 
" beeba lied, and she too who instructed her. Ze- 
" beeba 'is like the obscurity when it rises ; the 
" night is in her, and is as it she were fraternised to 
" iti i But the sweet Ibla is like the morning, and 
" her charms are pre-eminent. Who would draw a 
*' parallel between the owl and the dove ? and wh6 
" would fiqd fault with the sun at noon-day ? My 
" mother came with'a horrible story; she came with 
" an in Odious falsehood in her speech." 

When he had recited his verses, he quitted Ibla, 
scented as' he was with musk and ambergris. The 
shouts arose, and the slave-girls whirled the cymbals 
in every direction; but the happiest of all were 
King Cais and his brothers ; and as Antar came to 
bim with the Arab chiefs, Cai3 congratulated him 
on bis nuplialE, as did eveiy one else, kissing him 
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between the «yes. KiDg Cais having invested him 
with an honorary robe, and also all the Arab ch^fs 
present on the occasion of Antar's marriage, ques- 
tioned him as to his heart's contentment. O, my 
lord) replied Antar, I have succeeded in obtaining 
my couun only by your noble iirmness, and the de- 
cision of your character ; and thus Antar addressed 
him: 

*' I Bw^r by thee that I have passed a time of 
*' happiness, and I enjoyed the most perfect delight 
*' in her soaety till dawn. As Ibia lay, musk spread 
" de^ous fragnmce from her person, and her 
*' breath to me is more delicious than oil of roses. 
" I kissed her bosom and her cheeks, ornamented 
" with precious jewels, and the flush of wine. I 
** grasped in her the branch of the tamarisk, steeped 
" in clouds of beauty from the distilling rain ; she 
" leant on me with her hand, her elbow, and her 
*' wrist. We were cheek to cheek and neck to neck. 
" Never did I behold amongst the human race any 
" thing Hke Ibla ; lovelier and more beautiful than 
" Uie sun and moon. Wheo she stirs, hpr graceftd 
" movements resemble the wave of the branch with 
*' its gre«i leaves. O, I vow no other charms will 
" I ever love in my life ; never, whilst the world 
' *' endures, will I ever fail in my fondness for her. > 
*' Ibla is indeed a matchless nymph ; thin loined^ 
*' and delicate waistcd. Love for her penetrates my 
" heart and my entrails : it is as if the tears that 
<■ flow down my cheeks should flow in blood. Away, 
** away». never will I foi^ her love ; no, never till 
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" X rest in nijr. grave. She is my ol^ect and d^re 
" in every desert; never will I abandon her till tlie 
" day of judgment." 

King C^ and all present were in admiration of 
his eloquence, saying, God be praised, that has en- 
dued tiiee with intrepidity and skill in arms, and 
fluency of speech ! Thus they continued feasting 
and enjoying themselves for seven days successively, 
and af^r that the Arabs separated for tlieir re- 
spective homes, surprised at the marriage, and the 
quantity of wealth expended at it. 

When the Arabs were gone, the Ab^ns re- 
mained two days quietly in their tents, but on the 
third day King Cais gave a splendid feast at the 
lake of Zat-ul-irsad to the tribe of Abs, in honour 
of Antar's nuptials ; and when they had eaten their 
dinner, the wine drcled among them, and as they 
were thus occupied, behold a dustlike'smoke arose, 
Antar and Mocri-ul-wahsh mounted with the Ab- 
Bun chiefs to meet it, in order to see what it meant, 
and iol it discovered a close-vizored knight, fol- 
lowed by ten thousand horsemen clad in armour 
and steel. This warrior was tatlled Awtaban, son 
of Semaamaa, and the reason of his coming into the 
land of Aba was this : As be was on a predatory 
excurnon against the property of the Arabs, he 
quitted the land of Yemen, his own country, and 
continued his expedition through the land of Cah- 
tan, and entered the country of the tribes of Adiian, 
where meeting the Arabs who were separating from 
Aatar*a nuptials, he inquired about their morementa, 

VOL. IV. nn 
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and they told bim all about Antar's marriage, and 
the wealth and cattle he had expended on that oc- 
casion. At this description of Antar, he was highly- 
incensed and indignant, for he was also one of the 
famed ^^iants in those days of ignorance. We must 
now proceed, said he to his heroes, to plunder the 
goods of the Abrians, and, kill their men, and slay 
Antar, whose name is thus famed and celebrated. 
I will take his cousin Ibla captive, and make her 
my concubine; and he hastened on till he came 
tugh uDto the Ab^ans. 

When Antar saw the armies and horsemen, he 
turned towards the tribe of Abs to consult with 
them on what they should do in this affair. Be- 
holding their countenances turn pale from fear, Cou- 
sins, said he, banish these terrors and alarms ; com- 
fort yourselves, and rejoice in the defeat of your 
foes; and he attacked in front of the Absians. 
Ibia, with the other women, came out to see what 
was going on; and as Antar beheld Ibla as she 
stood among the women without the tents, he was 
afraid she would look upon him with the eye of 
inferiority, so he rushed upon Awtabaii*s troops. 
Hola ! O Arabs, he cried, tell me whence ye are, 
and what has brought ye hither ? He had scarcely 
finished when Awtaban stood before him ; Eh ! black 
wretch, coward, poltroon, cried he, what slave of 
tbe tribe of Abs and Adnan art thou P Thou son 
of a base coward, said Antar, I am the vanquisher 
of heroes; I am be who enjoys with my sword the 
tribute of all these countries. I am the Chief An- 
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tar, son erf' the Chief Shedad. And I am come in 
quest of thee, s^d Awtaban in answer: this day I 
milstslay thee, and take captive thy cousia Ibla^ 
and if thou dost not know me, thou son of a pol- 
troon, I am Awtaban, the knight of Yemen, and in 
my Uibute are the lands of Senaa and Aden. He 
had not finished when Antar shouted at him and 
attacked. Awtaban met him, and addressed him 
in these lines: 

" O Chief Aatar, a hero has come against thee, 
." whose power in the girded sword is to be dreaded : 
" it cleaves the neck of the hcorsemen and the foe, 
" and lays them low at every stroke. How many 
" knights have I slain in the plain of batde, where 
" they fall on their cheeks, and struggle with their 
" hands ! Come on, then ; in me is an impetuous 
" knight, whose ambition soars above every hero." 

May thy mother fwfeit thee, and may thy family 
and tribe be deprived of thee 1 replied Antar. This 
day will I make the last' of thy days; and he thus 
answered : 

"•Thou best, l^ the shrine of God t thou most 
" ignorant of men, thou son of a coward, thou 
" vilest of wretches ! Come on to the fight ! Soon 
** thou wilt meet a lion whose power is a match ibr 
" every antagonist; whose Absian, Antarian vehe- 
** mence overthrows the firmest of the foes with his 
■* mangling thruBte, and hurls down dead the war- 
*' rior-enemy with his sword, and leaves them slain 
« like camels gasping in death, abundant as carrion 
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" for the wild beasts — food for the Urds of the 
" deserts, and the hawks," 

Thus sajnng, Antar rushed upon AvUAian. Aw- 
tahan received hioi vith a heart like ft rock ; and 
between them there ensued the battle of swords and 
spears, that turned infants grey, and sickened the 
eyes. They continued in this state, plying the 
sword-blow and the spear-thrust, tiJI all the warriors 
shuddered at their exploits. Antar looked at Aw- 
taban, and saw he was a muled lion, and a terrific 
warrior. They continued to fight, to give and take, 
■io sport, to exert themselves, to advance and retire, 
till Antar perceiving that Awtaban was exhausted 
and tired, hemmed him in, and clung to him ; then 
closing every means of escape, he grasped his dread- 
ful Dhami, irresistible and never-failing, and smote 
Awtaban on the head, covered as he was with his 
shield, but Antar's sword cut it in two, and cleft 
Ills helmet, and the chains, and the wadding, and 
still continued its sway till it issued dirough bis 
thighs to the back of hb horse, and Awtabui fell, 
he and his horse, cut in four ; and at the effects of 
his blow he shouted out, O by Abs ! by Adnan 1 
T will ever be the lover of Ibla. All the Abfflans 
gave an universal shout, May thy hand be nevet- 
pal^ed ! may no foe, ever triumph over thee ! may 
no one ever harm thee ! thou knight of the age ; 
thou champion of the tribe of Abs and Adnan ! 

As toAwtaban's troops, when they saw that An- 
tar had felled theiir chief, they attacked with all 
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th^ ten thouGandJikecsie mabi-ctyiDgovt^Q thon 
black I thou wretch ! thou coward 1 thou poltroon ! 
thou hast dain a knight whose equal the age wm 
never produce. Antar receized them oa the chest 
(^his hm«eAbjer, whilst the AbnianB also assaulted 
to asuat him; men met men, and heroes beroea; 
blood flowed agd streamed; lunbs were hewn off; 
the Ab^ans exerted all their powers in the presence 
of their wives and &milies, and destroyed the foe 
■with their force and vigour, A^ to Antar, he ex- 
posed himself to death and destruction, for he knew 
Ibla waa locking at him. Mocrt-ulrWahsh performed 
in the presence of Antar deeds to be recorded, and 
in less than two hours Awtaban'a troc^s^fled; but 
the Absians and Antar pursued tbent closely, tiU 
baving driven them out of, the country, they ce- 
turned to thm scattered horses and disp^-aed ar- 
mies ; and having collected their property, they ' 
went home, Antar at their head, as if drovmed in ft 
sea of blood ; and thus he spoke : 

" My heart is at rest ; it is recovered irom its in- 
" toxication. Sleep has calmed my eyelids, and 
" relieved them. Fwtune has ^ded me, and my 
" prosperity cleaves the val of night, and the seven 
" orders of heaven. I am the slave that encounters 
" death on the day of terrors, and fears not dcstnic- 
" don. I have slain Awtabao, and he was a'kni^t 
" stout armed and lutter palated ; I burled him to 
" the ground, Iwd low by my sword, his feet and 
" legs wallowing in bloed. I have made the h<»se- 
'l^un drink of the cup of death mixed with tortures, 
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*" at my sdmilar^s edge. I am the man rrom wboiB 
" they experience on the day of fesra insulTCTable 
" justice : a youth that fells the horsMDm on the 
" day of battle, and dreads not the thin edge of die 
" sabre. Ah 1 O Ibla, if thou hodst beheld my 
*' deeds, and my thrusts with the str^ght spear, 
''thy love for me would increase, and thou wouldat 
'*■ truly npplaud my acts as long as people walk or 
*' move on the earth. My glory b on high, in the 
-" toweA c^ the Pleiades* and my amlution rends the 
" seven ranges of heaven." 

When Antar- had finished, the heroes and war- 
rioTB were astonished at his eloquence ; tfaey retired 
home, and dividing the horses and the spoil amongst 
the horsemen, they renewed their feasts, and enter- 
tunments, and sports, at the lake oS Zat ul iraad 
and the purling streams, the slave-women beating 
the cymlMlsj and the men flourishing thdr swOTds.' 
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MEMOIRES pour servir i L'HiSTOIRE de la VIE PRIVEE, 
dp RETOUR, el da REGNE de NAPOLEON en leis. Par H. 
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TheWORKS of LORD BYRON. A New and imiform EdiUoD, 
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The PROPHECY of DANTE. A Poem. By the Right Hoir. 
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The PERSONAL HISTORY of KING GEORGE the THIRD, 
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RICCIARDA, Tragedia, di Uco Foscoio. Sro. 
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J'aiTDlesnKenis demon teniae etj'ai<cri(celtelettr«. 

TRAVELS through HOLLAND, GERMANY, and Pait of 
FRANCE, in 1810, with particnlar reference to their STATISTICS, 
AGBICULTURE, and MANUFACTURES. Br W. Jacoi, Esq. 
F.RS. 410. 

JOURNALS of TWO EXPEDITIONS behind the BLUE 
MOUNTAINS, and into the interior of NEW SOUTH WALES, 
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B]rJ(iuN OxLEY, F^., Sarrejor-Oeneial of the Territory and Uen- 
tenant of the Rofal Navj. With Haps and View* of th« Interior, or 
newlj-discorered Conntrf. 4to. 

TRAVELS, in 1816 and 1817, through NUBIA, PALESTINE, 
and SYRIA, in » Series of fiuuiliar Letters lo bis Relations, written on 
tlie Spol, b; Capt Manoles, R.N. 3 tols. 8vo. 

Hm PLAYS and POEMS of JAMES SHIRLEY, now first 
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and restored. With occasiniwl Notes, and a Biographical and Critical 
Easaj. By Wiu-iam Oirroan, Esq., uniformly with MAseiaeaa' aod 
'Bkn JoNtoM. a Tols. S*o. 
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The TOPOGRAPHY of ATHENS, with aome R«auka on ita 
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On the ADMINISTRATION of CRIMINAL JUSTICE in 
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B; M. CoTTU, ooif of tlie Jadgni ot the Ito^al Court of Paris, e*o. 
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A New Series, consisting of Twenty-one Plates to illustrate 
LORD BYKON'S WORKS. Engraved by Chaiilc9 Heath, from 
Drawings by R. Webtall, R.A. Wiih a Portrait, engrvreA by Akm- 
lrRo^G, from the oiigiDRl Picture, b} T. Phillips, R.A. Id 4(o., Eto., 
and fc. 8vo.. 

JOURNAL of a TOUR in GREECE, EGYPT, and the HOLY 
LAND ; with Eicnrnont to the Kiver Jordan, and along the Bankt 
of the Red Sea to Mount Sinai. By Willmm TtBKKn, Esq., Voreipi 
Office. 3 Tots. 8vn. 

HISTORY of the MODES of BELIEF, usually termed The 
Sdpbrstition* of the Middle Aera. With cnriooa nates. tUi. 

The CENTURY of INVENTIONS of the MARQUIS of WOR- 
CESI'ER, trom (he original M88. with Hiaturical and Exidanatory 
Notes, a Biographical Menunr, and an original Portrait, 8vo. 



A SYSTEM of MECHANICAL PHILOSOPHY, by the late 
JoUM BoB1soN,XiL.D.,Profe9Kirof NataralPhilolophyintheUniveraity 
and Secretary to the Royal Soriety of EdLabuigli. Willi Notes and 
Ulusttalions, comprieing the most recent DiscovericB in the Physical 
Sciences. By Dtvm Brewbteh, LL.D. F.R.B.E. In t rots. Sm. 
It Plates. 



A MANUAL of CHEMISTRY ; containing the principal Facts 
of the Science, arranged in the Order in which they are discussed and 
illusUated in the Lectures at Ihe Royal lastitutiDn. With a Prefatory, 
History of the Science. By W. T.Brakiie, F.R.S. Secretary Io the 
Royiil Society of Landon. With iDora than TOO Uood.culs, Ditgnmaj 
Platis, &c, A New Edition, ib 8 Vols. Sto. , il,. 
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A COPIOUS GREEK GEAMMAR.. By Augustus Matthix. 
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Ducal Library at Alteaburg, Honorary MembBr of the AMdemy of 
SciecGCB at Eifnrt, of the Ladn Society at Jena, and of the Society 
of Stiencea and AtIm at Menlz. nanilated into EogUslk from tbe 
Oeiman. B; the late Rev. E.V.Blohfiu.d,H.A. Fellow of Emanuel 
College, Cambridge. A New EDirroN, in 3 VoU. 8«d. 

TRAVELS in SYRIA and MOUNT SINAI, viz. LA Journey 
from Aleppo to DamaBciiB.— 8. A Toar In the District of Mount 
Ubuini and AntilibanuB.~3. A Tour in the Haaran.— 4. A Second 
Tourlntfae Haunm. — 6. A Journey fiom DuiUMCnt, through Anbia- 
Petms, und the Dcaett El Ty, to Cairo.— 6. ATourtn UiePenilialft 
of Mount Sinai. By the late John Lenis Bhickhabiit. With 
Maps,&c. 4tu. 

The LIFE of the Right Honourable R. B. SHERIDAN. By 
Thonm Moose, E«q. With a Portrait 4lo. 

The WORKS of the Eight HonouiaUe R. 6. SHERIDAN, now 
Gnt nillect«d and edited by Thowm Muoke, Esq. 2 lola, 8vo. 

HISTORY of die several ITALIAN SCHOOLS of PAINTING, 
with Ohserratlona on the presrat State of the Art. By J. T. Jahes, 
H. A., Author of Travels in Oennany. Svo. 

NABJIATIVE of the Late POLITICAL and MILITARY 

. EVENTS in BRITISH INDIA,.undenthe AdmioutratioD of the Mar- 

quesi of Hastings. By Henrv T. Princep, Esq., of the Haaourable 

East India Comptcy'« Civil Seivice, Bengal. With Hbp«, Plan*, and 

Viewi, *to. 

The HISTORY of the LATE WAR in SPAIN. By Robert 
SuuiHEr, Esq. 3 vols. ito. 

A GEOGRAPHICAL, STATISTICAL, and HISTORICAL 
DESCRIPTION of HINDOSTAN, and the a<yacent country, com. 
posrd from the moat authentic printed documents, and ftoM the mann- 
script reoonU deposited at the Board of Controal ; cuwsUnE "f the 
official reports, awi public correspondence of nearly all the most 
eminent Civil Servaot* at the three Preiideocies, and also of many of 
tbe nMt distingalshed Militarr end Medical Offlcrjv. By Waltu 
Hamilton, Esq. With Maps, 3 vob. 4lu. 

ITALY and its INHABITANTS, in the Years 1816 and 1817. 
With a View of the Manaers, Customs, Theatres, literature, and the 
Pine AiU, n-jth somenotice of ito Tariou* Dialects. By Jahe) A.O«- 
Lirri, of OeneTS. trols. Sro. 
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